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October  2i>.  Arrive  Ponape,  Caroline  Islands.  'France' 
anchored  Ponape  Harbor. 

November  1-3  0.  Hunting  carried  on  from  vessel  in  Ponape 
Harbor  and  environs. 

November  30-December  10.  Hunting  party  from  the  vessel 
collecting  at  Bonkiti  and  mountains  of  the 
interior. 

December  10-13.  Coultas,  Ponaoe.  Party  remains  at  Bon- 
kiti. 

December  13-18.  Bonkiti  and  mountains. 

December  19.  Hunting  party  returns  Ponape. 

December  20.  Coultas  returns  Bonkiti  alone.  Riddall  and 
party  collecting  at  Ponape. 

December  21-29.  Coultas  collecting  mountains  interior 
Ponape  Island. 

December  30-31.  Ponape  Harbor. 
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January  1-5.  Ponape  Harbor  preparing  vessel  for  sea. 

January  6-14.  Snroute  Kusaie  Island. 

January  15-19.  'Prance'  anchored  Lele  Harbor.  Securing 
collecting  permits  making  preliminary  survey 
of  island. 

January  19-February  28.  Biddall  collecting.  Grew  engaged 
overhauling  and  repairing  main  hold  of  vessel. 
Coultas  blood-poisoning  in  left  hand. 

February  28.  J.  B.  Riddall  leaves  expedition. 

March  1-3.  Collecting  Lele  Island  and  environs. 

March  4-8.  Temshal  and  Defayiat. 


March  9-14.  Fenkohl 
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March  15-18.  Lele'  Harbor  and  Island. 

March  19-April  2.  Port  lottin  and  mountains. 

April  3-4.  Lele  Island. 

April  5-21.  Port  Lottin  and  mountains. 

April  16.  Ascent  Mount  Grozier. 

April  22-26.  lavs  a. 

April  27-May  3.  Port  Lottin  and  mountains. 

May  3- June  11.  Lele  Harbor  and  environs. 

June  11-24.  'Prance'  enroute  Guam. 

June  24-July  14.  Engaged  with  'Prance',  Port  Anra,  Guam. 

July  14.  'Prance'  sails  for  Manila. 

July  14- August  8.  Goultas  hospital  Guam. 

August  9-24.  Collecting  Taraque,  north  end  of  island. 

August  24-30.  Agana  and  Port  Apra. 
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September  1.  Arrive  Saipan  Island. 

September  2-6.  No  collecting,  engaged  with  govt. 

September  6.  To  Tinian  Island. 

September  7-14.  Collecting  Tinian  Island. 

September  15.  Return  Saipan. 

Septem  ber  17.  One  day  collecting  Saipan  by  native. 

September  18-26.  Saipan,  no  collecting. 

SeDtember  26-Cctober  2.  s/s  Omi  Maru,  enroute  Palau,  Caroline 
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October  2-5.  Korror  Island,  Palau  Group. 

October  6-8.  Eyri , Babaulthaup  Island. 
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land. 
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1930. 

Ootober  26  (Sunday).  Ponape,  Carolines. 

Standing  in  toward  the  land  all  morning  with  a light  breeze 
from  the  E/s/E.  Rounded  the  end  of  Kankenperbaram  reef  at 
noon,  and  steered  for  the  entrance  to  the  harbor  which  we 
reached  but  could  not  enter  without  an  engine  because  of 
the  direction  of  the  wind. 

Hove  to  and  hoisted  call  letters  for  a tug. 

M/V  Tokio-Maru  took  us  in  tow,  hauled  us  well  into  the  inner 
harbor  and  anchored  the  ’France'  in  the  boat  channel  fairway, 
in  5 fathoms  of  water  near  Not  Point. 

Just  at  the  moment  we  didn' t realize  it  but  we 
were  placed  in  such  a position  that  the  Police  headquarters 
could,  from  their  station  on  the  hill,  watch  us  every  hour 
of  the  day  and  night.  ,7e  also  realized  that  we  couldn't 
sail  out  of  the  harbor,  from  our  position  if  we  tried  for 
donkey's  years. 

Droves  of  Japanese  officials,  each  with  their 
none  too  clean  uniforms,  monkey  hats,  medals,  short  swords, 
halitosis  and  bundles  of  papers  boarded  the  ship  as  soon  as 
we  dropped  anchor.  First  came  the  doctor  and  assistants 
who  inspected  us  thoroughly,  but  would  not  issue  us  a 
"Pratique."  Next  came  the  Police  master,  customs  officials 
and  their  attendants.  They  asked  questions  and  repeated 
them,  then  asked  again;  others  pried  into  every  nook  and 
corner  possible,  every  drawer  and  every  container.  The 
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scene  was  a perfect  replica--it  only  lacked  the  yellow  tu- 
meric paint  and  we  would  have  been  right  back  in  dear  old 
Pennell  Island. 

Not  content  with  prying  into  everything  each  and 
every  one  of  them  wanted  tea  and  biscuits,  cocoa,  coffee, 
whiskey,  tobacco,  anything  they  set  their  eyes  on,  wanted 
those  things  as  a gift. 

Our  patience  gave  out  finally.  ,7e  told  them  to 
please  leave  the  ship.  I informed  the  horde  that  I would 
come  ashore  the  following  morning  to  interview  the  Governor, 
Strange  to  say,  they  did  as  they  were  told. 

The  police  master,  in  parting,  informed  us  that 
we  were  under  arrest  for  the  Dresent  and  must  not  leave  the 
vessel.  I don't  think  any  of  us  cared  to  after  the  ex- 
perience on  board. 

October  27  (Monday).  Penape . Police  boat  along- 
side at  daylight,  informing  us  to  remain  on  board  until  af- 
ternoon. The  Governor  had  granted  us  an  interview  at  2 P.M. 

Engaged  with  the  crew  unbending  sails  and  stowing 
them  in  the  main  hold.  The  Captain  clans  to  commence  work 
immediately  on  new  jibs. 

To  the  Governor  of  Panape,  whose  realm  also  in- 
cludes Xusaie  and  adjoining  islands.  He  and  his  assistants 
none  Of  whom  would  sneak  English  explained  with  notes  of 
parer  written  in  English  that  we  could  not  collect  birds 
until  he  had  received  permission  from  the  Governor- General 
in  Palau.  7e  must  return  to  the  ship  and  await  a reply  from 


his  cable. 
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Ootober  28  (Tuesday),  panane.  Still  in  quaran- 
tine. Several  engineers  and  the  captain  frdra  the  'Kasuga 
Maru*  Japanese  "N.Y.X."  mail  steamer  aboard  to  look  at  our 
engine.  They  were  not  successful  in  starting  the  same. 

The  Port  doctor  and  chief  of  Police  aboard;  the 
former  to  examine  the  crew  again  and  the  latter,  with  pages 
o"  typewritten  questions  to  make  a chronological  study  of 
our  lives. 

Grew  engaged  washing  paint  work  preparatory  to 
painting  vessel.  The  Master  of  the  'Kasuga  Maru'  very 
kindly  offered  to  bring  us  American  tinned  goods  on  his 
next  voyage. 

October  29  (Wednesday).  Panape.  Engineers  again 
onboard,  but  failed  to  start  the  engine.  They  refused  any 
form  of  nay  for  their  services,  except  generous  samples  of 
our  rapidly  vanishing  supply  of  whiskey.  The  chief  engi- 
neer advised  us  to  go  to  American  Gaum,  as  soon  as  expe- 
dient, where  we  would  find  engineering  work  shops. 

Grew  engaged  painting  after  part  of  the  ship. 

October  30  (Thursday).  Penape.  The  Gan  tain  and  I 
were  escorted  ashore  again,  this  morning,  to  the  Governor's 
office  by  the  chief  of  Police  and  nine  of  his  cohorts.  These 
formal  entries  of  ours  have  developed  into  State  occasions; 
hordes  of  natives  gathered  along  the  way  side  to  gaze 
solemnly  at  our  party  as  we  passed  along  the  middle  of  the 
road--carefully  flanked  and  covered  by  the  Japanese  gendar- 
merie. 

The  Governor,  Mr.  Koda,  informed  us  that  the  Palau 
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office  would  permit  rae  to  collect  specimens  in  the  vicinity 
of  Panape  only.  He  stated  that  I could  not  hope  to  work  in 
the  mountains  because  the  natives  of  the  interior  were  far 
too  excitable  and  dangerous  for  safety. 

He  also  insisted  that  I engage  a Japanese  guide  at 
3 yen  per  day  to  show  me  around  the  country.  I refused  to 
hire  a guide  at  that  price,  which  meant  that  the  man  would 
receive  one  yen  per  day  and  the  lovernor  two  yen  of  the 
salary.  The  matter  was  soon  dropped. 

The  GrOvernraent  would  not  permit  me  to  issue  fire- 
arms to  the  natives  or  allow  my  own  boys  to  hunt  for  me. 

The  Police  master  was  told  to  make  our  hunting  permits. 

The  'Prance'  was  delegated  to  remain  at  her  an- 
chorage and  was  not  to  be  taken  to  some  other  harbor  on  the 
island. 

,Ve  were  told  that  we  could  not  visit  the  island 
of  Xusaie.  I retaliated  by  informing  the  Governor  that  per- 
mission had  been  granted  me,  through  the  Japanese  Ambassador 
in  /ashington,  D.  0.,  Mr.  Matsudaira,  to  work  all  of  the  is- 
lands of  the  Carolines.  He  agreed  to  cable  Palau  again. 

Considerably  more  English  was  spoken  by  the  Japa- 
nese at  the  second  interview  than  at  the  first. 

Following  the  interview  I was  invited  to  referee  a 
base  ball  game  between  two  Japanese  ball  teams. 

Dinner  in  the  evening  with  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Etscheit 
and  Albert  Xrau3S,  the  only  white  merchants  on  the  island. 

October  31  (Friday).  Panape.  Ashore  this  morning 
early  to  obtain  hunting  permits  from  chief  of  Police.  These 
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were  issued  to  me  and  Riddall  only. 

7ent  into  the  question  of  banks  with  the  Govern- 
ment. I learned  that  money  must  be  telegraphed  to  Panape 
from  the  Yokohama  Specie  Bank  in  Kobe,  Japan.  Telegraphed 
the  bank  at  Kobe. 

Later  in  the  morning  to  Langar  Island,  hunting. 

This  is  a low  sandy  island  in  the  middle  of  the  harbor, 
planted  with  coconuts  and  a few  trees.  About  100  natives 
inhabit  the  island. 

I learned,  soon  after  my  arrival,  that  this  par- 
ticular island  is  a coal  storage  base  for  the  Imperial  Navy; 
and  is  under  the  direct  jurisdiction  of  the  Navy  and  not  the 
Civil  Government.  Uneonsciously,  I had  blundered  into  the 
very  situation  I had  wished  to  keep  away  from:  naval  affairs. 

Three  Japanese  escorted  me  over  the  island  and 
helped  me  collect  a few  Aplonis , Trichoglossus  and  Yy zone la. 

Bird  life  was  very  sparse  on  the  island,  not  the  least  en- 

to 

couraging.  Netumed^the  ship  and  gave  the  crew  their  first 
real  lesson  in  bird  preparation. 

November  1 (Saturday).  Panape.  Riddall  and  I 
ashore  to  Not  Point  near  the  ship  where  we  obtained  a fair 
collection  of  birds  including  the  midgec  Jephras , Phlpidur a 
and  Monarcha  besides  those  taken  on  the  previous  day. 

He  found  this  narrow  neck  of  land  difficult  to 
work  over  because  of  the  profusion  of  underbrush  and  broken 
coral  stones  which  lay  in  all  manner  of  jumbled  profusion. 
Walking  any  distance  in  the  bush  required  a great  length  of 
time  and  retarded  us  terribly. 
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Often,  though  we  saw  a bird  at  some  distance,  be- 
fore we  could  pick  our  way  to  within  gun  range,  the  specimen 
had  flown, 

"Returned  to  the  vessel  afternoon  and  rrepared 

specimens. 

The  Japanese  four-masted  bark  'Nippon  Maru,'  a 
training  ship  of  the  merchant  service,  arrived  in  port  and 
began  discharging  sightseeing  sailors.  Scores  of  them  came 
on  board  until  we  had  to  ask  them  to  leave. 

Captain  Lang,  engaged  with  the  crew,  sending  down 
the  outer  jib  stay  and  replacing  same  with  a new  one. 

November  2 (Sunday).  Ponape.  No  collecting.  A 
two-day  celebration  of  the  Mikado's  birthday  got  underway 
ashore  this  morning. 

November  3 (Monday).  Ponape.  A continuation  of 
the  previous  day.  We  were  honor  bound  to  go  ashore  and  par- 
take of  the  refreshments,  liquid  and  otherwise.  I was  dele- 
gated to  umpire  two  more  base  ball  games. 

November  4 (Tuesday).  Ponape.  The  Governor,  not 
satisfied  with  the  festivities,  continued  the  celebrations 
one  lay  longer.  I concluded  to  eliminate  more  headaches 
and  scent  the  day  in  the  bush  with  but  mediocre  results. 
Most  of  the  specimens  obtained  were  Trichoglossus . This 
species  is  very  common  in  the  coconut  trees  on  this  spit 
of  land  east  of  Ponane  village.  I did  see  one  Zosterops 
which  is  encouraging. 

November  5 (Wednesday).  Ponape.  Very  stormy 
night  with  frequent  but  irregular  sharp  westerly  squalls. 
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le  were  up  most  of  the  night  being  afraid  that  the  ship 
would  drag  her  anchor  and  put  us  on  a reef. 

Ashore  hunting  on  the  mainland  again  despite  the 
rain.  Je  added  a flying-fox  to  the  collections. 

November  6 (Thursday).  Ponaoe.  Another  very  bad 

. 

night.  The  barometer  dropped  to  29:70  which  is  very  low  for 
the  tropics.  The  'Prance'  dragger  her  anchor  and  backed  so 
close  to  the  reef  astern  that  we  could  stand  on  the  poop, 
reach  at  arm's  lergtb  and  touch  the  beacon  on  the  reef.  The 
Japanese  nearly  lost  their  fine  sailing  ship  which  swung 
broadside  to  the  wind  and  pushed  ashore.  luckily  for  them, 
they  kedged  her  off  before  she  had  damaged  herself.  We  had 
been  cautioned  previously  about  the  sharp  destructive  squalls 
encountered  in  this  part  of  the  world  and  now  fully  agree 
with  all  reports. 

;7ent  ashore  early  to  Nambo  Company  and  ordered 
two  300  pound  anchors  and  -30  fathoms  more  chain  for  the 
ship.  Our  present  ground  gear  is  not  adequate. 

Hiddall  and  I hunting  all  day.  7a  added  Lai  age 
to  the  collections.  Birds  are  indeed  scarce  here.  The  few 
natives  dwelling  on  this  neck  of  land  live  in  old  wooden 
houses  left  over  from  the  german  occupation.  They  are  of 
no  help  to  us  and  insist  that  they  cannot  snare  birds.  They 
also  informed  us  that  there  are  no  rails  on  the  island. 

I 

November  7 (Friday).  Ponape.  Niddall  and  I 
hunting  as  usual  to  the  spur  of  land  near  the  ship.  We 
have  cut  trails  in  several  places  well  into  the  back  of  the 
spur  and  over  the  top  of  the  200  foot  hill. 
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Returning  to  the  ship  with  native  Belleu,  Riddall 
got  caught  in  the  tide  rips  and  overturned  the  small  boat 
with  the  subsequent  loss  of  his  double  barrel  gun.  7/as 
necessary  to  send  him  to  the  Police  master  and  report  this 
loss. 


November  8 (Saturday ) . Ponape.  Engaged  two 
Ponape  natives  at  30  yen  per  month  each  to  help  aboard,  ship. 
Both  of  them,  Joseph  and  Cornelius,  had  been  sailors  aboard 
the  old  'Germania'  in  German  time  and  oan  sew  canvas.  I j 
took  them  before  the  Japanese  officials  and  signed  the  fol- 
lowing agreement  as  made  out  by  the  Government: 

"Sir: 

In  the  case  of  the  sickness  about  the  sailer,  you 
ought  to  cure  for  the  sickness. 

And  in  the  case  of  death  you  must  to  send  for  office 
of  Caroline  and  ought  to  pay  a solatium  of  100  yen. 

xoid  you  must  prevent  from  querrel  the  natives  each 
other. 

Signed. 

0.  Shoji. 

W.  F.  Coultas" 

Riddall  with  Belleu  and  Charley  to  dive  for  his 
lost  gun.  Captain  with  his  assistants  at  work  on  the  new 
outer  jib.  He  has  completed  the  new  jib  stay. 

Myself  to  Takatik  Island  to  collect  Collocalia 

■ ■ 

(swifts)  and  Halcyon  as  additions  to  our  collections. 

Put  the  cook  to  work  skinning  birds  much  against 
his  scruples.  He  surprised  me  with  his  speed. 
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November  9 (Sunday).  Ponape.  '.Tent  to  Takatik, 
another  rocky  island,  in  quest  of  swifts  again  but  had  no 
success  because  of  rain  and  wind. 

Mr.  Krauss,  a German  from  the  colony,  off  to  din- 
ner again.  He  urged  me  to  put  more  pressure  to  bear  on  the 
Government  regarding  the  trips  into  the  interior. 

November  10  (Monday).  Ponape.  Collecting  on  Not 
Point  and  environs  all  day.  !.Ve  succeeded  in  adding 
losterons  to  our  series.  Natives  Charley  and  Tommy  have 
been  shifted  to  bird  skinning  permanently.  These  two  with 
the  Chinese  cook  can  help  Hiddall  and  me  with  birds  and  at 
the  same  time  have  their  mornings  free  to  help  aboard  ship. 

November  11  (Tuesday).  Ponape.  Kasuga  Maru  in 
port  enroute  to  Yokohama.  The  engineers  aboard  again  at 
the  engine,  but  without  success.  Managed  to  get  a letter 
away  to  the  Museum. 

Hunting  in  the  afternoon  and  procured  a number  of 
flying  foxe3.  These  are  quite  common  in  the  mangrove 
swamps,  which  surround  the  small  islands  of  Langar-Auwak, 
Takatik  and  Nantolemal  Point. 

November  12  (Wednesday).  Ponape.  Hiddall  all  day 
at  the  engine,  trying  to  put  it  back  together  after  the 
Japanese  engineers  had  finished  their  survey.  A number  of 
new  parts,  ordered  months  ago  by  Hamlin  from  the  factory 
in  Germany,  have  been  delivered  but  are  of  no  use  in  our 
present  condition. 

Crew  and  Captain  epgaged  with  the  new  jib  sail. 

Myself  to  langar  Island  again  and  obtained  a 
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rather  large  eolleetion  including  Acrocephalus  for  the  first 
time. 

November  13  (Thursday).  Ponape.  Vith  old  native 
■David  in  a canoe  to  Param  Island,  which  is  raised  coral  and 
very  rugged  like  Not  Point.  7e  obtained  specimens  of  our 
first  Ptillnopus  to-day.  These  appear  to  be  quite  numerous 
on  this  island.  A Japanese  official  of  the  police  accom- 
panied me  all  day. 

There  were  a number  of  fine  houses  on  Param  in  the 

I 

German  times,  but  those  have  been  allowed  to  decay  while  the 
coconut  plantations  have  returned  to  thick  underbrush.  Param 
is  about  300  feet  high.  The  birds  are  more  numerous  on  this 
island  than  any  place  so  far  visited. 

November  14  (Friday).  Ponape.  Hunting  at  Not 
Point  again.  This  is  the  only  area  where  we  are  not  mo- 
lested by  Japanese  officials.  I imagine  that  the  going  is 

. 

too  rough  in  the  bush  for  these  people. 

Obtained  a creditable  series  of  Halcyon  and  also 
more  Ptilinop us  among  our  collections.  The  doves  were  en- 
countered  in  high  trees  well  back  on  the  hill.  They  are 
very  wary  here  and  are  found  alone, not  in  flocks. 

November  15  (Saturday).  Ponape.  To  Not  Point 
again.  Riddall  and  I spent  hours  in  the  bush  but  unearthed 
nothing  new.  .7e  simply  must  be  permitted  to  work  a new  area. 

Captain  and  crew  making  progress  on  the  new  sail. 

The  bird  skinners  are  doing  well  except  on  doves 

. 

which  are  too  tender  for  them. 

November  16  (Sunday).  Ponape.  Pain  all  day.  Re- 
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mained  on  board  labelling  specimens.  Made  out  a day  by  day 
report  of  our  hunting  areas  and  results  as  required  by  law. 
This  sort  of  thing  is  a terrible  nuisance  but  in  keeping 
with  the  Governmental  methods. 

November  17  (Monday).  Ponape.  To  Not  Point  with 
Riddall.  I fell  over  the  side  of  a 50  foot  cliff  that  had 
been  overgrown  with  vines  and  shrubs.  The  unexpected  fall 
gave  me  a fearful  shaking  up  but  fortunately  I sustained 
only  scratches  and  loss  of  dignity. 

After  the  episode  I returned  to  the  ship,  arrayed 
myself  in  my  best  and  visited  the  Governor. 

Three  hours  of  wrangling  brought  the  desired  re- 
sults: permission  to  work  behind  the  colony  and  into  the 
interior  of  Ponape  Island. 

November  18  (Tuesday).  Ponape.  Riddall  to  Ipuak 
to  the  eastward  where  he  obtained  a good  series  of  small 
birds  and  more  Ptilinopus . 

Myself  to  the  Government  to  obtain  written  per- 
mits for  our  new  collecting  area  back  of  the  colony. 

I cannot  understand  why  the  bank  in  Kobe  does  not 
telegraph  me  money  to  Ponape.  The  officials  are  very  stupid 
about  this  business.  None  of  them  appear  as  though  they 
had  ever  heard  of  a telegraphic  transfer  before.  In  money 
matters,  these  people  are  hard  cash  addicts.  They  do  not 
understand  credit.  Fortunately,  for  us,  we  have  a good  sup- 
ply of  commest  ibles  aboard  the  ship.  ;7h  at  we  do  lack  is 
ready  cash  with  which  to  purchase  fresh  vegetables  and  sun- 
dries. 
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The  Japanese  do  not  permit  us  to  trade  with  the 
natives,  with  any  goods  other  than  those  which  we  can  pur- 
chase from  their  stores.  Our  good  .American  trade  tobacco 
would  be  taxed  350  o/o  if  we  gave  them  any  indication  that 
we  had  a supply  aboard. 

November  19  (Wednesday).  Ponape.  .71 1 h native 
Charley  to  the  area  back  of  Ponape  village.  There  in  the 
large  flat  swampy  area  of  dense  secondary  bush  and  shrub  we 
found  bird  life  far  more  prolific  than  on  the  small  islands 
and  spits  of  land  worked  previously.  A wealth  of  native 
trails  and  roads  crisscrossed  the  area  but  very  few  native 
houses  were  encountered.  Natives  either  live  in  the  village 
of  Ponape  or  else  farther  west  on  Joka-j  island.  J 

Practically  no  one  visits  this  area  except 
transients  passing  along  the  main  trails  to  and  from  the 
villages.  An  occasional  Japanese  dove  and  pigeon  hunter 
comes  into  this  back  land  for  specimens  which  he  sells  by 
door  to  door  canvas  in  the  village. 

There  were  no  garden  areas  here.  The  smooth  even 
soil  was  indeed  a relief  after  our  days  of  torturous 
climbing  over  rocks  in  our  former  hunting  grounds. 

'.7e  returned  with  a fair  collection  including  a 
new  Zosterops  (Hhamphozosterops ) and  an  example  of  the  en- 
demic jungle  fowl  Grail ua. 

Aboard  ship. -I  started  the  Chinaman  Ho  Tack  and 
Jimmie  making  up  bird  skins.  Those  two  are  the  only  careful 
preparators  aboard  the  ship. 

November  20  (Thursday).  Ponape.  Charley  and  I 
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to  the  area  back  of  the  colony  again.  Je  obtained  a good 
aeries  of  specimens  but  nothing  new. 

Sent  Riddall  to  Jokaj.a  high  rocky  island  some 
2l/4  miles  long  by  1 l/2  miles  wide  lying  to  the  westward 
of  Ponape  village.  This  island  reaches  a height  of  over  800 
feet.  Its  percipitous  cliffs  are  reported  to  harbor.  Petrels  I 
at  night  and  also  Collocalia.  Hundreds  of  thatched  native 
houses  are  found  along  the  foreshore.  The  inhabitants  are  a I 
mixture  of  all  the  eastern  Caroline  races  who  were  brought 
here  during  German  times.  Most  of  them  have  served  jail 
sentences. 

Biddall  returned  rather  late  from  his  excursion  re- 1 
porting  that  he  could  find  no  natives  who  would  guide  him  to 
the  top  of  the  mountain.  The  natives,  so  he  said,  held  the 
mountain  in  great  reverence  and  preferred  to  remain  on  the 
sea  beach.  Biddall  did  think  he  could  obtain  Collocalia  by 
camping  overnight  on  the  island.  I suspect  that  this  is  an 
excuse  of  his  to  get  out  of  bird  skinning,  a task  he  despises. 

I met  Mrs.  Anna  Kubary,  a dear  old  lady  of  70  years' 
and  the  wife  of  the  late  Austrian  naturalist  who  collected 
in  the  Caroline  Islands  and  New  Guinea.  Mrs.  Kubary,  though 
a native  of  Ponape,  had  been  in  Europe  before  the  war  and 
could  speak  excellent  English  and  proved  a gold  mine  of  lo- 
cal information.  She  accompanied  me  to  the  ship  and  enjoyed 
a very  full  meal  of  highly  desired  European  food. 

November  21  (Friday).  Ponape.  To  Ponape  to  hunt 
up  a number  of  Japanese  pigeon  hunters  and  engage  their 
services  to  collect  owls,  rails,  ground  birds,  etc.  for  me 
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at  a fixed  rate  of  one  yen  per  bird  if  these  are  delivered 
in  good  condition.  The  possibility  of  cooperation  wi  th 
these  hunters  is  remote  as  all  of  them  spoke  in  terms  of  5 
and  10  yen  per  specimen,  yet  there  is  always  a possibility 
of  something  coming  to  light. 

Hiddall  with  native  Charley  to  Jokaj  for  petrels 
and  swifts.  Charley  to  return  with  specimens  to-night  and 
Hiddall  tomorrow. 

Myself  hours  with  the  Government  trying  to  find 
out  where  my  telegraphic  money  transfer  had  gone  to.  I sus- 
pect that  there  is  not  enough  money  in  the  treasury  to  meet 
the  1000  yen  draft. 

Charley  returned  late  at  night  with  kingfishers 
and  a few  small  birds.  Mr.  Hiddall  has  not  proved  trust- 
worthy when  sent  off  alone. 

. . 

November  22  (Saturday).  Ponape.  Away  early  to 
Jokaj  where  I met  Hiddall  and  continued  on  to  the  caves. 

There  we  obtained  18  swifts,  7 Ptilinopus . an  example  of 
Gallicolumba  and  also  one  black  knob  Digeon,  Duo ula  Pacifica. 1 
These  latter  have  been  practically  exterminated  by  Japa- 
nese game  hunters  who  retail  them  in  the  village  at  35 
sen  each. 

The  natives,  apparently,  have  no  intentions  of 
showing  us  the  road  up  the  side  of  the  cliffs  to  the  petrel 
roosts  if  such  a one  is  in  existence. 

November  23  (Sunday).  Ponape.  I was  called  be- 
fore the  chief  of  police  "Shoji"  this  morning  and  forcefully 
reprimanded  for  collecting  on  Jokaj  without  permission.  My 
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only  retort  was  to  inform  that  gentleman  that  we  had  collec- 
ted all  of  the  kinds  of  species  around  Ponape  and  that  now  we 
must  go  farther  afield  for  material.  He  wished  to  know  how 
much  longer  I would  remain  on  Ponape.  To  this  question  I 
replied  no  longer  than  necessary  to  complete  our  series.  I 
begged  the  cooperation  of  the  Government  to  help  me  complete 
the  task  and  get  away.  This  conversation,  as  with  all 
others,  was  carefully  recorded  by  the  office  clerks.  || 
Returned  to  the  vessel  and  labeled  specimens. 

November  24  (Monday).  Ponape.  Riddall  to  Joka;j 
again  and  returned  late  with  good  material.  Myself  south 
of  Ponape  to  the  region  of  the  Tawenjokola  River.  There  I 
found  considerable  swampy  ground,  plenty  of  secondary  bush, 
some  true  forest  and  rough  broken  Basaltic  stones  which 
made  walking  tedious.  My  marksmanship  for  the  day  was  ex- 
cellent with  21  birds  in  21  shots. 

The  Car)tain  aboard  is  making  splendid  progress 
with  his  new  sail  and  has  also  sandpapered  the  spars  and 
masts  ready  for  varnishing.  With  Lang's  constant  efforTs 
we  have  a fine  looking  vessel. 

Considerable  fresh  fish  have  found  their  way 
aboard  ship  these  last  mornings.  The  crew  have  found  means 
of  getting  ashore  during  the  night  and  pilfering  the  Japa- 
nese fish  traps  scattered  indiscriminately  about  the  harbor. 

One  never  asks  his  native  assistants  where  things 
come  from  but  should  always  reimburse  them  with  a little 
tobacco  or  additional  rice  on  such  occasions.  *0f  course, 
one  can  not  tolerate  stealing  or  pilfering  of  native  gar- 
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dens  at  any  time- -anywhere . My  Solomon  islanders  understand 
that  law  pretty  well. 

November  25  (Tuesday).  Ponape.  Riddall  to  Jokaj 
and  returned  with  a fine  bag  of  birds,  including  11 
Ptilinopus . He  has  found  their  feeding  grounds  in  high 
fruit  trees. 

Myself  south  of  the  colony  again  where  I obtained 
a nice  series  of  Zosterops  from  the  secondary  bush. 

A few  Lalages  from  the  true  forest  and  another 
Gallicolumba. 

Received  a belated  cable  from  the  Yokohama 
Specie  Bank  in  Kobe,  advising  me  that  they  were  forwarding 
my  money  by  mail  steamer  to  reach  here  December  9.  .Thy 
this  procedure  and  the  length  of  time  taken  to  inform  me  is 
more  than  I can  fathom. 

leather  was  fine  all  day,  permitting  the  Captain 
to  varnish  the  masts  and  spars. 

November  26  (Tednesday).  Ponane.  To  the  Govern- 
ment and  made  a formal  application  to  collect  at  Rankiticon 
the  southern  side  of  the  island;  also  the  mountain  behind. 

It  was  also  necessary  to  deposit  with  the  police  the  usual 
weekly  report  of  our  collecting  areas  and  activities. 

Rain  hampered  hunting  but  Riddall  returned  from 
back  of  the  colony  with  a few  birds.  One  Japanese  turned 
in  a Grallicolumba  which  was  in  good  condition. 

I engaged  the  services  of  the  chief  of  police,  Mr. 
Sijoji  who  accompanied  me  t o numerous  local  stores  and  helped 
me  establish  credit  until  such  time  as  my  funds  arrive  from 
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Kobe.  There  are  a number  of  commodities  which  we  need,  such 
as  Japanese  biscuits,  cigarettes  for  the  crew,  potatoes, 
onions,  rice,  trade  goods  for  the  natives,  etc. 

There  are  over  a hundred  small  match  box-like 
stores  scattered  about  Ponape  village.  None  of  them  have 
more  than  a dozen  tins  each  of  various  edibles  and  a few 
yards  of  calico.  The  owners  of  these  establishments  live  a 
hand-to-mouth  existence  and  are  quite  content  to  earn  a few  ; 
sen  profit  per  day  from  the  natives  and  the  government  of- 
ficials. Of  the  latter  there  are  over  60  in  various  capa- 
cities. 

These  merchants  do  not  have  a variety  of  commes- 
tibles.  They  cater  to  the  native  who  purchases  calicos, 
tinned  fish,  fishhooks,  tobacco,  sugar,  tea,  salt  and  candy 
in  minute  quantities.  The  prices,  though,  were  found  to  be 
very  reasonable  after  our  experiences  in  the  Solomon  Islands. 

In  the  evening  I made  a long  trip  to  the  west  of 
Ponape  village  to  a large  grass  land  area  where  I had  been 
told  I could  find  the  large  owl  As;  o flame  us  flying  at  night  [ 

No  owls  were  sighted  but  I di  d observe  the  grass- 
land finch  Krythruva  which  was  encouraging. 

Returning  I met  Oliver  Nanpei  , a half-caste  Por- 
tuguese-Ponape  native  who  told  me  I should  come  to  his  sta- 
tion at  P.onkiti  and  there  I would  find  not  only  the  owl  but 
other  good  species.  He  also  offered  us  passage  on  his  boat 
leaving  Sunday. 

November  27  (Thursday).  Ponape.  This  being 
Thanksgiving  Pay  I declared  a holiday  and  spent  my  time 
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labeling  specimens.  Mr.  Krauss  brought  3 chickens  and 
helped  us  prepare  a good  dinner. 

November  28  (Friday).  Ponape.  Considerable  rain 
again  to-day.  Riddall  and  I to  Not  Point  where  we  obtained 
a fair  representation  including  Zosterops  and  Ptilinopus . 

For  the  first  time  since  our  arrival,  the  Japanese 
in  canoes  were  not  observed  circling  the  vessel  after  dark. 
They  have  apparently  given  us  up  as  harmless  bird  collectors. 

November  29  (Saturday).  Ponape.  Called  ashore  to 
the  chief  of  police,  Shoji  , again,  who  asked  me  any  number 
of  foolish  questions.  These  periodic  visits  are  a waste  of 
valuable  time,  but  I believe  carefully  engendered  to  inter- 
rupt our  collecting  activities.  The  chief  ended  up  by 
giving  me  permission  to  go  to  Ronkiti  with  Nanpei. 

Riddall  to  Jokaj  where  he  obtained  another  Ducula 
among  his  collections. 

Myself  arranging  for  a two  weeks'  camp  at  the 
other  end  of  the  island.  'That  a pity  we  cannot  take  the 
ship  with  us.  That  would  not  be  so  easy  though  without  the 
engine. 

November  30  (Sunday).  To  Ronkiti.  Cot  away  in 
Nanpei's  boat,  the  'Aroma,'  at  noon,  with  Riddall,  Chinaman 
Tommy  and  Jimmie.  7e  had  a nice  trip  down  the  inside  of  the 
reef  to  Ronkiti  which  we  reached  at  4 P.M. 

Nanpei  has  a very  fine  settlement  here  in  conjunc- 
tion with  his  large  plantation  holdings.  There  are  a dozen 
European  buildings  besides  about  a hundred  native  thatched 

houses.  Nanpei  formerly  owned  the  Ant  Islands  and  most  of 
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the  southern  end  of  Ponape.  More  recently  the  Japanese 
have  forced  him  into  debt  until  he  owes  various  firms  some 
93,000  yen.  This  is  partly  due  to  the  fact  that  a Japanese 
married  Nanpei's  oldest  daughter  and  is  now  the  plantation 
overseer. 

•Ve  were  given  a 5-room  luropean  house  on  a hill  over- 
looking the  harbor  where  we  oould  work.  A native,  Roalik  n' 
Shoalik,  was  turned  over  to  me  as  a guide  at  a few  yen  per 
week  wages.  Reported  to  sub-police  officer,  Fukawatasse, 
and  explained  through  an  interpreter  where  I wished  to  work. 

December  1 (Monday).  Rdnkiti.  tfith  native  guide 
into  the  bush  where  we  found  some  good  material  including 
the  Mountain  starling  and  the  finch,  Rrythruva.  The  large 
fruit  pigeon,  Ducula.  was  found  to  be  relatively  common  here. 

The  country  around  Ronkiti  is  moderately  flat  with 
swamps,  grassland  and  secondary  bush  predominating.  There 
is  very  little  heavy  forest  standing  except  toward  the  in- 
terior on  the  mountain  slopes. 

The  Japanese  are  opening  up  the  interior  behind 
Ronkiti  station  and  are  planting  large  areas  in  gardens. 

The  natives  throughout  this  area  are  far  more  primi- 
tive  than  at  Ponape.  They  live  in  a rather  good  type  of  grass 
and  leaf  house  and  cultivate  taro  and  banana,  pineapple,  yams,  j 
and  other  truck.  Unlike  their  relations  near  Ponane,  they  do 
not  depend  so  much  upon  the  stores  for  their  food.  There  is 
quite  a good  store  at  Nanpei's  place  from  which  we  could  ob- 
tain supplies  as  needed. 

The  police  officer  followed  us  in  the  bush  all  day 
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but  became  very  tired  toward  afternoon.  I think  a few  ex- 
cursions in  the  hot  sun  even  over  this  fairly  smooth  ground 
will  soon  discourage  him. 

Riddall  discovered  a cave  and  obtained  a nice 
series  of  Oollocalia. 

December  2 (Tuesday).  Ronkiti.  Into  the  moun- 
tains this  morning  with  the  guide.  TJe  found  the  climb  a 
rather  steep  one,  up  the  side  of  an  almost  perpendicular 
cliff.  The  police  r aster  left  us  before  we  reached  the  top. 

After  we  massed  above  the  cliffs  we  were  confronted 
with  a large  plateau  of  about  2000  feet  elevation  which 
oovers  this  whole  section  of  the  island.  Grassland  and 
secondary  b ush  are  everywhere  with  isolated  patches  of  good 
heavy  mountain  forest.  The  soil  is  volcanic,  plenty  of  red 
oxide  of  iron  outcroppings  and  occasional  rocky  areas.  For 
the  most  part  walking  was  not  difficult. 

There  are  only  a few  natives  living  in  the  moun- 
tains. These  are  a remnant  of  a large  race  who  were  killed 
off  or  exported  to  the  phosphate  mines  on  Angaur  Island  fol- 
lowing a massacre  of  the  whites  in  lerrnan  times  (1908). 

'.Ve  spent  most  of  the  day  in  the  grassland  chasing 
the  finch,  Hry thruva.  They  are  very  shy  and  will  fly  off 
into  the  forests  from  the  grassy  areas  at  the  slightest 
provocation.  The  Japanese  in  former  years  snared  thousands 
of  them  for  the  markets  in  Japan  until  now  only  a few  iso- 
lated flocks  remain.  Other  bird  life  ap  neared  to  be  quite 
prolific.  The  pigeons  were  in  such  numbers  that  we  collec- 
ted a few  for  our  own  consumption,  a much  anticipated  deli- 
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cacy. 

J.  B.  Riddall  brought  together  a collection  of 
small  birds  near  the  coast.  After  he  had.  hunted  up  a quan- 
tity of  garden  truck:  from  the  natives.  Nanpei  has  consented 
to  keep  us  supplied  with  firewood  and  essentials. 

I tried  to  induce  the  Japanese  police  to  grant  the 
Chinaman  a hunting  permit,  but  did  not  get  away  with  it. 

December  3 (Wednesday).  Selabuk.  Vith  Jimmie 
and  guide  into  the  mountains  to  a place  called  Selabuk  where 
I will  establish  a camp  and  collect  material  needed  for  our 
series.  Jimmie  will  return  with  surplus  material  for  the 
rest  of  the  party  to  work  on  down  below. 

Camp  was  established  in  a nice  3-room  house  be- 
longing to  some  old  people  who  have  just  been  returned  from 
the  phosphate  mines.  They  agreed  to  furnish  garden  truck  if 
I would  supply  them  with  pigeons  for  their  food. 

Into  the  bush  and  located  a flowering  tree  where 
the  new  Zosterops  (Rhamohozosterops ) comes  to  feed.  The  na- 
tives could  give  me  no  information  about  this  species  except 
that  it  comes  to  this  particular  tree  once  each  year  and 
then  disappears  in  the  forest  again. 

There  are  numerous  jungle  fowl  in  the  forests  also 
but  these  have  interbred  badly  with  the  domestic  strains. 

December  4 (Thursday).  Selabuk.  Rained  hard  all 
day.  I managed  to  find  enough  specimens  near  camp  to  fill 
in  my  time  including  3 Due ul a which  are  difficult  to  make  up 
at  best. 


December  5 (Rriday).  Selabuk.  Riddall  joined  me 
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first  thing  in  the  morning  and  the  two  of  us  systematically 
hunted  the  finch,  Lrythruva.  with  remarkable  results.  Later 
we  spent  an  hour  under  the  Zosterops  tree  and  gave  him  a 
good  bag  of  specimens  to  take  to  the  coast. 

3uide  Poalik  and  I cleaned  off  an  area  in  the 
grasslands  and  were  fortunate  in  obtaining  a specimen  of 
Asio  flammeus . the  large  Ponape  owl,  just  at  dark.  This 
stroke  of  fortune  repaid  us  for  the  hours  we  have  spent  in 
the  grassland  at  night  hunting  this  species. 

December  6 (Saturday).  Selabuk.  A very  busy  day 
in  the  bush  after  Zosterops,  mountain  starlings,  Lalage,  and 
others.  A fine  clear  day  without  rain  to  hamper  our  activi- 
ties. Broke  camp  and  returned  to  the  coast  in  the  evening 
to  find  that  Piddall  had  added  to  our  series  with  terns, 
kingfishers  and  small  birds. 

December  7 (Sunday).  Honkiti.  To  police  officer,  j 
Fukawatasse,  who  gave  me  a diplomatic  dressing  down  and  in- 
sisted that  I should  not  shoot  in  or  near  the  plantation  as 
the  noise  disturbed  the  school  children.  This  gave  me  an 
excellent  excuse  to  work  the  interior. 

Nanpei  called  together  a- group  of  old  men  and 
gave  me  the  native  naves  of  all  Ponape  birds  and  their  con- 
nection with  Ponape  culture. 

Labeled  birds  in  the  afternoon.  In  the  evening 
to  the  grasslands  for  owls  but  obtained  none. 

December  8 (Monday).  Honkiti.  Into  the  swamos 
this  morning  for  rails  and  species  of  this  type.  Natives 

insist  that  there  are  no  rails  on  the  island.  Pain  hamoered 
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us  somewhat,  but  we  brought  together  a fair  series  of  every- 
thing including  larger  noddy  terns  and  white- tailed  tropic- 
birds  which  are  nesting  in  the  tops  of  ivory  nut  trees 
growing  in  the  swamps. 

All  hands  out  for  owls  again  to-night,  but  none 
were  obtained.  This  species  hunts  over  the  grasslands  after 
dark:,  but  is  timid  enough  to  run  away  at  the  slightest  sound. 
One  often  sees  them  at  some  distance  but  cannot  obtain  a 
specimen . 

December  9 (Tuesday).  To  Ponape.  ,/ith  Jimmie 
and  guide  to  the  mountains  where  I obtained  a few  specimens 
for  Jimmie  to  take  back  and  thence  across  the  mountains  to 
Ponape  where  I want  to  meet  the  steamer  coming  from  Japan. 
Siddall  to  pack  all  specimens  and  forward  them  with  the  fan- 
pei  boat  going  to  Ponape. 

Shoalik  and  I had  a rough  trip;  after  passing  the 
top  of  the  mountain  at  2300  feet  we  encountered  the  same  old 
rought  broken  stone  on  the  Ponape  side.  In  attempting  to 
follow  the  old  (Jarman  telephone  line  we  became  lost  and  were 
forced  to  spend  the  night  in  the  bush.  There  we  built  a 
lean-to  of  leaves,  lathered  huge  arm  loads  of  ferns  for  a 
bed  and  spent  a passable  night  except  for  the  sandflies 
which  nibbled  at  us  continuously.  ',7e  roasted  pigeons  over 
the  fire  for  our  frugal  meals. 

December  10  (Wednesday).  Ponape.  Up  at  daylight, 
floundered  in  a swamp  for  another  hour  before  we  found  a road! 
to  Ponape  which  we  reached  at  10  A.M. 

The  denizens  of  the  city  were  fearfully  upset  to 
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learn  that  I had  found  my  may  across  their  mountain. 

Reached  the  ship  to  find  that  Captain  Lang  had 
finished  the  outer  jib  and  set  it  and  was  well  along  with 
the  new  inner  jib  also.  The  masts  have  been  oiled  and  the 
main  rigging  set  up  again. 

Found  my  box  of  birds  on  board  from  Riddal  but 
knocked  about  badly  in  transit.  I spent  most  of  the  day 
rewrapping  them,  much  to  my  chagrin.  There  is  nothing  that 
annoys  a person  more  than  to  have  specimens  mutilated  by 
others  after  hours  have  been  suent  obtaining  them. 

December  11  (Thursday).  Ponane.  s/3  Yawata  Maru 
in  port  from  Yokohama  . Yith  the  caotain  aboard  ship  to 
check  our  chronometer  we  found  it  losing  badly. 

Ashore  and  tried  to  get  our  money  (registered 
mail)  from  the  post  office  but  could  not.  I staged  a bit- 
ter  brawl  for  all  concerned  but  lost  out  and  was  told  to  re- 
turn tomorrow. 

December  12  (Friday).  Ponape.  Ashore  and  got 
my  money.  Settled  all  small  bills  around  town  and  purchased 
a few  things  including  some  rice  for  the  vessel. 

Sent  a cable  to  :orthey,  sailmaker  in  Sydney, 
asking  him  if  he  could  make  us  a mainsail. 

Mr.  and  Mrs.  Ctscheit  off  to  dinner.  This  was  a 
courtesy  call,  though  we  had  a pleasant  evening. 

Lang  will  systematically  work  the  town  pricing 
lists  of  stores  until  he  can  find  the  cheapest  dispenser. 
Competition  is  very  keen  among  the  merchants  here.  They 
appear  willing  to  undersell  one  another. 
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December  13  (Saturday).  Do  Selabuk.  dot  away 
with  the  guide  at  9 A.!',  for  Ronkiti  across  the  mountai ns. 
,7e  found  the  rocks  just  as  sharp  as  ever  and  didn't  reach 
Selabuk  in  the  mountains  until  2 hours  after  dark.  During 
the  journey  I shot  a wild  pig  and  wounded  it.  The  pig 
charged  me  but  I beat  him  over  the  side  of  a 20-foot  cliff. 
The  fall  finished  the  pig  and  saved  me  a hospital  bill  as 
I had  only  an  aux  cartridge  in  the  other  barrel. 

Upon  reaching  Selabuk  we  interrupted  a big  feast. 
I was  presented  with  the  hind  leg  of  a dog  which  I ate 
without  appreciable  relish.  There  are  other  forms  of  diet 
more  savory. 

The  broken  country  through  which  we  passed  to-day 
coming  from  Ponape  is  not  nearly  as  abundant  in  bird  life 
as  the  plateau  on  top.  There  is  much  more  mountain  forest 
in  the  former  area  and  considerably  more  Duoula  feeding. 
Smaller  birds  and  even  jungle  fowl  are  rarely  encountered. 

I believe  the  old  supposition  that  birds  congre- 
gate around  human  habitations  is  a pretty  good  one  in  all 
parts  of  the  islands. 

December  14  (Sunday).  Ronkiti.  Got  away  at  day- 
light and  reached  Ronkiti  before  9 A.M.  A Gallicolumba  and 
several  lalage  which  I obtained  yesterday  came  though  in 
good  order  and  were  promptly  taken  care  of. 

Pound  that  Riddall  and  cohorts  had  prepared  60 
specimens  during  my  absence  including  some  rather  desirable 
species . 


Nanpei  outdid  himself  with  a dinner  for  us  to-night 
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December  15  (Monday).  F.onkiti.  A day  of  con- 
tinuous rain.  7e  didn't  leave  the  house.  Engaged  my  time 
labelling  specimens  while  the  boys  strung  new  labels  for 
me.  Riddall  down  with  a touch  of  fever.  We  have  been  ex- 
ceptionally free  of  this  curse  to  date. 

December  16  (Tuesday).  Ronkiti.  Out  all  day  with 
Riddall  and  boys  scouring  the  grasslands  and  the  bush  in 
the  vicinity  in  search  of  roosting  owls,  but  without  suc- 
cess. We  remained  in  the  grassland  until  almost  midnight 
without  so  much  as  seeing  an  owl. 

The  police  have  taken  our  Chinaman  into  custody 
for  impertinence.  The  latter  became  very  impatient  with 
the  police  when  they  pried  him  with  questions  regarding  the 
expedition.  He  told  them  to  mind  their  own  business.  I 
learned  about  this  upon  reaching  home  and  got  the  cook  re- 
leased on  the  understandi ng  that  the  cook  could  go  back  to 
the  ship  with  the  first  available  transport. 

December  17  ('Vednesday ) . Ronkiti.  With  the 
guide  and  Riddall  in  a small  canoe  to  the  small  islands  off 
Honkiti  village.  There  we  obtained  a fine  series  of  the 
lesser  noddy  terns.  These  nest  on  the  small  outlying  is- 
lands while  the  larger  representative  lives  and  nests  on 
the  mainland. 

The  police  were  rather  hostile  upon  our  return. 
Nanpei  tells  me  that  the  main  office  in  Ponape  has  been  very 
angry  with  the  official  here  because  he  has  not  followed  us 
everywhere  in  the  bush. 

I concluded  that  it  would  be  best  for  all  of  us  to 
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return  to  the  ship  and  let  this  poor  official  alone  for  a 
few  days. 

December  18  (Thursday),  To  Ponape.  Put  every- 
thing on  board  the  pinnace  and  departed  for  Ponape.  Reached 
the  ship  at  7 P.T1 , All  of  our  gear  came  through  in  good 
shape  this  time  including  the  bi  rds,-- thanks  to  careful 
handling. 

December  19  (Priday).  Ponape.  In  our  absence  the 
Captain  has  been  getting  on  nicely  with  the  inner  jib.  He 
has  discovered  though  that  the  iron  work  around  the  bowsprit 
has  rusted  badly  and  must  be  replaced  at  once.  If  the  local 
blacksmith  cannot  fix  the  same,  then  we  must  revert  to  a 
steel  cable  band  until  we  reach  Guam. 

The  Captain  informs  me  that  he  must  have  until 
the  first  of  the  year  to  put  the  ship  in  condition  for  the 
long  beat  to  Kusaie.  We  will  be  forced  to  sail  into  a 
head  sea  and  wind  all  of  the  way. 

A Japanese  blacksmith  ashore  has  fixed  the  galley 
pump  for  us;  it  will  never  work  again. 

Cable  from  Northey,  sailraaker;  he  has  the  measure- 
ments of  the  mainsail  for  the  'Prance'  and  can  make  us  a new 
one.  Sent  instructions  to  him  to  make  a new  mainsail  and 
forward  same  to  Guam. 

Had  a recurrence  of  fever,  my  first  here,  but 
labeled  a number  of  specimens  from  the  last  trip. 

Riddall  with  Charley  to  go  over  the  engine  and 
clean  it.  Any  sort  of  metal  rusts  very  quickly  in  this  part 
of  the  world  and  must  be  constantly  covered  with  oil  or 
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grease. 

December  20  (Saturday).  To  Ronkiti.  Took  pas- 
sage with  Nanpei's  pinnace  to  Ronkiti,  where  I place  to  go 
into  the  mountains  and  live  for  a few  days  with  my  guide 
Roalik. 

I thought  it  best  to  leave  Riddall  and  the  others 
on  the  ship  to  help  the  Captain  get  the  'France'  ready  for 
sea.  Riddall  can  hunt  around  the  colony  where  the  Japanese 
can  watch  him,  giving  me  the  opportunity  to  work  unmolested. 

I took  no  gear  nor  food  except  a blanket,  rubber 
poncho,  skinning  tools  and  cotton. 

Most  of  the  species  are  well  represented.  7e  need 
badly  owls,  petrels,  rails  and  ground  birds  if  they  are 
present. 

Forwarded  a letter  to  the  Museum.  Reached  Ronkiti 
at  5:30  B.M.  after  a hectic  day.  The  engine  broke  down  en 
route.  Snent  the  night  with  Aflague.a  runaway  Cuam  boy. 

December  21  (Sunday).  Selabuk.  Took  off  before 
daylight  with  Roalik  for  the  mountains.  Ve  were  held  up  by 
a flooded  river  which  necessitated  our  building  a raft  to 
ferry  ourselves  and  effects  across  the  swollen  stream. 
Reached  the  mountain  village  a little  before  dusk,  in  time 
to  eat  and  go  to  the  grasslands  for  owls. 

December  22  (Monday).  Mountains.  Back  into  the 
mountains  with  the  guide.  I obtained  2 good  bush  fowl  and 
several  small  birds  for  the  day  desoite  the  continuous  rain 
but  found  nothing  new. 
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December  2 3 (Tuesday).  Mountains.  The  guide  and 
I packed  our  sleeping  gear  Tor  a trip  to  the  eastward  around 
Toloeolme  Peak  which  rises  to  an  elevation  of  2570  feet. 
There  we  hope  to  find  some  trace  of  roosting  petrels.  The 
old  natives  insist  that  petrels  were  taken  in  this  area  in 
olden  days  and  used  for  ceremonial  purposes. 

Guide  Poalik  and  I reached  a high  overhanging 
cliff  toward  evening  after  a strenuous  day  in  the  rain.  Most 
of  our  time  enroute  was  spent  in  good  heavy  forest  which 
grows  in  abundance  here.  There  was,  though,  a noticeable 
lack  of  birds  with  the  exception  of  Duoula  paoif ica  and  the 
mountain  starling  which  we  did  encounter  in  abundance. 

The  starlings  seemed  to  work  in  pairs  but  were 
encountered  everywhere  from  the  tops  of  trees  to  small 
shrubs  near  the  ground. 

,7e  built  ourselves  a leaf  house  and  made  beds  of 
fern  fronds.  This  gave  us  a dry  place  to  sleep  but  unfor- 
tunately the  sandflies  were  most  troublesome.  One  always 
encounters  sandflies  under  dry  ledges  of  rocks  and  at  the 
mouth  of  caves.  There  is  a theory  developing  in  medical 
circles  in  the  tropics  that  sandflies  propagate  in  the  ex- 
crement of  bats,  lizards  and  other  animals. 

The  countxy  around  our  camp  is  very  rugged  with 
steep  ravines  in  all  directions.  There  is  a beautiful  300- 
foot  waterfall  near  canp  with  a corresponding  narrow  gorge 
which  the  water  has  cut  through  the  sandstone  cliffs. 

Though  we  lay  awake  most  of  the  night  we  were  not 
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rewarded  by  the  orles  of  petrels,  which  we  hoped  to  hear 
and  could  use  as  a guide  to  the  roosting  grounds. 

December  24  ('.Vednesday ) . '"ountains.  After 
searching  the  neighborhood  for  stray  feathers  and  signs  of 
petrels  we  returned  to  Selabuk,  partook  of  a hasty  meal  of 
rice  and  pigeon  and  set  off  in  a southeasterly  for  the  moun- 
tains back  of  I.Tetalanim  on  the  eastern  side  of  the  island. 

Just  at  dark  we  found  another  cave  in  which  we 
could  sleep.  thousands  of  small  bats  inhabit  this  place. 

I will  say  that  we  were  so  tired  we  did  not  notice  their 
continuous  entrance  and  exi  ts  through  the  mouth  of  the  cave 
during  the  night . 

The  country  through  which  we  passed  was  practi- 
cally the  same  as  that  through  which  we  progressed  Tuesday. 
Talking  was  not  as  difficult  as  on  the  northern  slope  of  the 
mountains  near  Ponape.  There  is  considerably  more  red  clay 
soil  and  a much  denser  vegetation  over  the  whole  of  the  area. 

Two  deer  were  sighted  during  the  day's  journey 
but  neither  of  them  could  be  obtained.  Deer  were  imported 
by  the  Spaniards  years  ago. 

Neither  did  we  hear  our  highly  soig’nt  after  petrels 
Poalik  seems  to  feel  that  these  have  transferred  their 
roosting  ground  to  the  top  of  Jokaj  peak.  He  suggested, 
though,  that  we  continue  on  to  the  eastward. 

It  was  in  this  mountainous  country  that  the  na- 
tives of  Ponape  congregated  after  they  had  killed  the  Ger- 
man Governor  in  1908.  They  were  subsequently  hunted  out  by 
3-errnan  blue  jackets  from  the  men-o'-war  and  either  killed 
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or  transported  to  Angaur  to  work  in  the  phosphate  mines. 

December  25  (Thursday).  Mountains.  Continued 
on  along  the  ridge  this  morning  to  within  sight  of  Metala- 
nim.  Moss  was  encountered  down  to  2000  feet  elevation  here 
which  might  be  due  to  constant  rains.  The  heights  of  the 
peaks  draw  rain  every  day,  no  matter  the  direction  of  the 
wind. 

Roalik  built  a leaf  house  while  I prepared  a num- 
ber of  specimens.  Bird  skinning  on  a trip  like  this  is  not 
much  of  a success.  The  specimens  get  pushed  out  of  shape 
badly  when  wrapped  in  a blanket  and  are  always  in  danger  of 
being  eaten  by  ants  and  dermestes.  I had  only  mountain  star- 
lings to  prepare  and  lalages  which  are  not  difficult  soecies. 
The  arsenic  was  carried  in  a small  tobacco  tin.  I used  any- 
thing I could  get  for  bird  meal. 

December  26  (Friday).  Mountains.  After  an  unsuc- 
cessful night  of  listening,  Roalik  and  I returned  to  Selabuk 
which  we  reached  in  the  evening.  He  were  favored  with  a fine 
clear  day  which  gave  us  ample  occasion  to  watch  carefully 
for  new  species.  I was  able  to  add  a few  more  new  Zosterops 
to  our  collections. 

Upon  reaching  Selabuk  we  learned  that  the  youth- 
ful owner  of  the  house  where  we  had  been  living  had  carried 
our  effects  out  of  the  house  and  dumped  them  on  the  veranda 
of  a neighbor's  house. 

Rather  than  have  any  trouble  over  this  unhospitable 
move,  guide  Roalik  gave  our  friend  a very  forceful  lesson  in 

the  art  of  self-defense  prior  to  moving  into  new  quarters. 
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I believe  I rewarded  Hoalik  with  a 2 yen  bonus. 

The  natives  of  the  area  invited  us  to  a late  feast 
after  another  evening  spent  in  a fruitless  search  for  owls. 
These  people  pound  the  roots  of  a small  shrub  and  extract  a 
juice  which  acts  as  an  intoxicant.  I was  not  taken  with 
their  liquor  but  luckily  suffered  no  after  effects. 

December  27  (Saturday).  Selabuk.  Another  day  in 
the  bush  around  camp  where  I obtained  another  bush  fowl  and 
small  birds.  Owl  hunting  again  at  night,  but  missed  the 
only  specimen  observed.  This  species  is  the  most  tantalizing 
bird  in  the  world.  No  wonder  they  are  rare  in  collections. 
One  becomes  most  discouraged  after  nights  of  patient  waiting 
and  wishing. 

December  28  (Sunday).  Selabuk.  Spent  the  whole 
day  in  the  grassland  searching  for  owls,  nests,  finches  and 
anything  else  that  might  come  to  hand.  The  natives  tell  me 
that  this  owl  builds  several  nests  near  one  another  and  then 
makes  a runway  between  each.  The  male  of  the  species  is 
supposed  to  tear  up  the  unused  ones  after  the  female  has 
commenced  laying.  They  were  not  able  to  show  me  any  by  the 
same  token. 

Hard  rains  in  the  evening  kept  me  in  my  abode. 

December  29  (Monday).  Selabuk.  The  young  nan  who 
chased  us  out  of  his  house  apologized  for  his  actions  by 
stating  that  the  police  had  told  him  to  drive  me  out.  I 
hardly  believe  him.  Undoubtedly  his  threshing  and  subsequent 
loss  of  face  in  the  eyes  of  his  neighbors  has  humiliated  this 
youthful  tyrant. 
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With  Roalik  to  Ronkiti  where  Oliver  Nanpei  is 
giving  a big  feast  for  all  of  the  tribes  of  Ponape.  In  Ron- 
kiti  we  found  Riddall,  who  had  left  the  ship  against  the 
Oaptdin's  wishes.  This  means  that  those  two  are  at  logger- 
heads.  Fortunately  for  me,  both  of  them  are  of  one 
nationality  and  can  fight  it  out  an  ong  themselves. 

Nanpei  gave  me  a room  in  his  bouse  and  assured  me 
of  a passage  to  Ponaoe  on  the  morrow.  Later  I met  the  Gov- 
ernor and  his  staff,  who  had  come  down  for  the  festivities. 

The  oldman  insisted  that  I ride  back  on  the  government 
launch  with  him. 

I learned  also  that  Riddall  has  made  application 
to  Nanpei  for  an  overseer's  job  on  his  plantation.  This 
means  that  our  new  associate  is  contemplating  a less  ar- 
duous livelihood  in  the  near  future. 

December  30  (Tuesday).  Ronkiti.  This  was  a big 
day  of  feasting  and  celebrating  with  speeches  and  general 
hubbub  thrown  in.  Over  3000  natives  attended  and  helped 
devour  350  hogs,  150  dogs,  80  cattle  and  tons  of  vegetable 
foods. 

The  Guam  boy,  Aflague , and  Nanpei's  Japanese  son- 
in-law,  enlightened  the  ceremonies  by  staging  a beautiful 
free-for-all  fight.  The  American  got  the  Jap  down  on  the 
ground  and  pounded  the  daylights  out  of  him  before  the  po- 
lice intervened.  Far  be  it  from  me  to  interfere  in  such 
proceeding  though  I was  pleased  to  see  the  Guam  boy  uphold 
the  supremacy  of  the  race. 

Left  Ronkiti  at  4 P.M.  in  the  Governor's  launch 
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and  arrived  at  the  'France ' in  the  late  evening. 

The  Captain  reports  that  bad  weather  has  hampered 
him  somewhat.  Sharp  squalls,  which  ushered  in  the  northeast 
season,  have  necessitated  his  keeping  both  anchors  down  most 
of  the  time.  The  inner  jib  has  been  finished  and  set.  A 
strong  cable  has  been  rove  around  the  bowsprit  clamp.  New 
running  gear  has  been  rove  off.  Fresh  water  and  firewood 
have  been  put  on  board  and  the  ship  made  ready  for  sea.  Cap- 
tain Lang  informed  me  that  Riddall  let  down  badly  in  my  ab- 
sence. 7e  agreed  to  dispense  with  latter's  services  at  the 
first  apportunity.  The  natives  also  told  me,  on  the  side, 
that  they  thought  Mr.  Riddall  was  not  going  to  be  a help  any 
longer.  Natives  are  pretty  shrewd  judges  of  human  nature  and 
can  often  pick  a man  better  than  a white  can. 

We  h^ve  now  to  purchase  rice  and  comme st ibles , pay 
our  bills  ashore  and  wangle  a jjermit  to  go  to  Kusaie  before 
we  leave  port. 

December  31  (Wednesday).  Ponape . Snent  the  day 
ashore  procuring  supplies  from  the  stores.  Lang  and  I made 
out  a list  of  necessities  and  got  quotes  on  prices  from 
every  storekeeper.  Taiyo  Shouten  gave  us  the  best  prices 
and  received  the  order. 

The  two  new  300-pound  anchors  and  15  fathom  of 
chain  arrived  and  were  sent  off  to  the  3hip.  This  is  only 
half  the  chain  ordered;  the  rest  will  have  to  be  sent  to  us 
at  Kusaie. 

Mr.  Riddall  ashore  collecting  and  returned  late 
wi  th  a few  Ptilinopus. 


edal  ©ri3  ni  'eonei'?1  9ri3  3 s Xsvine 
i-v^eieoriBBif  sr.i  tedtoasw  j&sd  tftsri3  s3ioqei  nlBjqjaO  edT 
3BS9d3ion  9ri3  ni  iteiecfen  rfoiriw  ,b£Ibi jpa  qiBriS  . Is rfir©  job  rjJri 
3 so  is?oi!  bi>*  loi’iB  . 3c  o :lq9€)  i eirf  f>e3s 3 ieaeosji  evarf  t.:Oi.:ae® 
r-A  .dee  Sufi  oedelfill  need  sad  dig  iea.nl  od-  . : . ••  .'r  tjr 

*r©H  .ao/filo  3 'inarod  eis3  ran  ex  evoi  need  bb.1  ©Xdf  c <i.oi3e 
5o-  7?ei  .•:?■  Ims  is3sv  039*15  : o ewi  need  a-?,  ise$  ^ninni/T 

-qso  .aes  *sc%  ^£s9i  efisi  ' *r i ria  9r  ? baa  J&isod  no  tfnq  need  ©van 
-Jb  7.7  ni  -rlfsBd  a;vo5  d9l:  XXeMlf;  3©  rf3  ©.  jbwrxolni  ?xiAi  n 1©3 
•>rf3  3p  aeervise  a’led’dsz  1 dir  eansqai-fe  o3  i>©ei£©  ©’  .©of.ee 
, efiia  s -r  no  , ..  f,lo3  1 89,r  Hb  a v>.!!.  . i iauSl^o  .qs  inzj'l 

d ':  •■  !•  ei:  • •- . i 0 .-  Jt  : ■.-■•:  J . , 3 O 3 ’£9  33  3tfff3 

. 

. iey  -*3irfr.  i£  3 ie;;ied  abm  a <,  nsr'-o  i.  *> 

» 

ev-  vsd  ei«e=  :•  c3  ^ ol  inieq  6 s rj  ar:  Ins  eiodes  eXXJtd  itfo 

. ■' .:  • eve  el  o«r| 

v.al'  9ii3  3 . oajfno'I  . ; va/JEfeaLeT')  *©d::’®t>eC 

9.5 u . I .5 an  aaBd  .;.jio3b  *h'3  raoi*  se iXqqire  gaiisjooiq  ©lories 
nol?  39eii7  x:o  uedojjp  j o-.  ..«.o  ae>  i Jiaseos..  ' o JsiX  b jsjo 
...  rte  3;;o  <1  xo3  " rs 

.1  fio  9 if  3 f.  evJteoei  .-f  r : 

q-o  ~orf3/v  31  .5na  eio  one  jbnqpq<-OOF.  wen  o»3  ©riT 
TrXt-.o  pi  siril  .qide  eriJ  0 3 o^o  3nea  eieur  5ns  ooviiiB  ais-dc 
an  o?  3:.  ; ocf  o3  evsd  XI. rr  2 ee*i  stii  ;X©ie>J5io  nindo  eo3'  tXac 

.sis  o'  « s 

©3al  £•  en in 3 91  'oo  T.fi i 3 o 9l Xo o e-.odeB  XX*Jb£  iH  ,iM 


hvqor  L[  ltq  »e!  f riJ  i7. 


The  orew  at  work  on  the  big  boat  painting  and 
patching  the  same,  fe  are  badly  in  need  of  a new  boat  as 
this  one  has  her  bottom  just  about  eaten  out  with  Teredo 
worm.  Big  boats  are  expensive.  7e  will  have  to  wait  until 
funds  accumulate  before  we  acquire  another. 

To  the  Governor  to  announce  our  intention  of 
sailing  to  Kusaie,  also  requested  a clearance  from  this 
port.  The  Governor,  though  anxious  to  get  rid  of  us,  hesi- 
tated about  letting  us  go  to  Kusaie.  He  informed  us  that 
we  must  wait  until  after  the  new  year's  celebrations  before 
proceeding.  I suspect  complications. 


1931 . 

January  1-4  ( Thursday- 3 unday ) . Ponape.  These 
four  days  were  given  over  to  celebrations  in  all  manner  and 
form.  I must  say  that  the  Japanese  bring  their  new  year 
into  being  in  a formal  liquid  manner,  le , on  the  ship, 
dressed  the  vessel  with  flags  and  made  our  presence  felt 
ashore  at  intervals.  Tie  still  had  time  to  attend  odd|jobs 
about  the  ship  getting  her  ready  for  sea,  the  new  300-pound 
anchor  set  and  many  specimens  labeled. 

January  5 (Monday).  Ponape.  Ashore  for  a hun- 
dred and  one  purposes.  The  Governor  cane  through  with  his 
permit  for  Kusaie  after  threat  leal  of  questioning.  I 
spent  the  whole  morning  making  out  lists  of  hunting  areas, 
lists  of  birds  and  amount  taken,  quantity  of  ammunition 
aboard  and  amount  expended.  Then  came  a questionnaire  on 
kusaie,  toe  length  of  time  we  would  be  there,  where  we  would 
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go  after  Kusaie  etc. 

Last  of  all  the  police  made  out  a complete  new  set 
of  hunting  licenses  and  permits  for  Kusaie. 

I made  a formal  application  to  the  governor  asking 
for  a Japanese  university  student  to  join  the  expedition  in 
Palau  and  act  as  a general  laison  officer  for  us. 

In  the  afternoon  cabled  the  museum  that  we  were 
leaving  for  Kusaie.  The  little  inter-island  steamer  Heiyei 
Maru  i 3 in  port.  Je  tried  to  get  that  ship  to  tow  us  out  of 
the  harbor  but  their  master  insisted  upon  a 100  yen  towing 
fee  so  we  gave  up  the  idea  and  decided  to  kedge  out  of  the 
h arbor. 

Native  Joseph  refused  to  go  to  Kusaie  so  paid  him 
off  in  full  and  hired  native  Isreal  in  his  place.  Trans- 
ferred Belleu  from  the  cook  house  to  the  deck  and  made  Isreal 
cabin  boy. 

January  6 (Tuesday).  Sailed  from  Ponape.  Had  a 
devil's  own  job  trying  to  kedge  the  ship  around  the  reef. 

The  northeast  wind  hampered  our  operations  and  the  soft  mud 
bottom  acted  as  a poor  holding  ground  for  the  anchors.  A 
hundred  or  more  natives  came  out  t o gi  ve  us  a hand.  About 
8:30  the  police  boat  came  along  and  gave  us  a tow. 

Once  around  the  reef  we  got  the  sails  up  and  flew 
out  of  the  harbor  right  into  the  teeth  of  a nasty  northeast 
storm.  7e  swamped  our  big  beat  getting  it  pulled  in  but 
saved  it  after  a great  deal  of  trouble. 

The  storm  hit  us  just  out  of  Ponape,  tore  out  the 
head  of  the  old  mainsail  and  a reef  kringle  in  the  stay  sail. 
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This  forced  us  to  heave  to  for  the  night. 

The  crew  are  worn  out  from  the  constant  pulling 
on  the  kedge  ropes.  How  we  do  feel  the  need  of  an  engine. 

January  7 (Wednesday).  At  sea.  We  are  north  of 
Ponape  somewhere;  in  a creditable  storm  with  accompanying 
monstruous  seas. 

Captain  is  in  his  bunk  with  sunstroke  from  running 
around  yesterday  without  a hat. 

All  of  us  engaged  repairing  sail.  This  task  com- 
pleted by  11  A.M.  We  hoisted  them  and  continued  to  the 
north'ard  to  get  to  a position  where  we  can  run  down  on  the 
starboard  tack  to  Kusaie. 

Starboard  jib  boom  guy  carried  away  in  the  P.M., 
but  repaired  that  with  the  main  boom  tackle. 

The  old  'France'  needs  a lot  of  new  gear  before 
she  can  stand  up  to  good  sailing  weather. 

January  8 (Thursday).  To  Kusaie.  Another  event- 
ful day.  2 sheets  of  copper  washed  off  up  forward  allowing 
water  to  enter  the  hold  which  has  flooded  badly  and  requires 
constant  pumping.  One  strand  of  thejport  fore  rigging  carried 
away  in  the  splice  in  the  dead  eye.  ,7e  repaired  the  rigging 
as  best  we  could;  double  reefed  all  sails  and  proceeded. 

leather  much  the  same  as  formerly--so  hove  to  for 

the  night. 

January  9 (Friday).  To  Kusaie.  ./eather  moderated 
considerably.  Sot  up  as  much  sail  as  we  could  and  proceeded 
in  a southeasterly  direction.  Examined  the  birds  and  found  1 
them  all  dry. 
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January  10  (Saturday).  To  Kusaie.  Fresh  breeze 
to-day  which  has  carried  us  down  to  4°  IT.  on  the  edge  of  the 
equatorial  doldrums. 

I feel  now,  more  than  ever,  that  we  should  not 
have  attempted  the  Caroline  Islands  in  our  present  state  of 
dis-repair.  ,Ve  should  have  gone  to  New  Caledonia  first  and 
put  the  ship  in  order. 

Captain  swung  the  ship  to  the  north'ard  in  hopes 
of  making  Kusaie  on  this  tack. 

January  11  (Sunday).  To  Kusaie.  Continued  under 
reefed  sail  with  fresh  N/E  trade  winds  and  fine  weather. 
Myself  labelling  birds. 

January  12  (Monday).  To  Kusaie.  Reefed  the  fore 
and  mainsails  at  8 A.M.,  furled  the  inner  Jib  and  wore  the 
ship  to  E/s/E.  Sigh  ted  Kusaie  at  1:45  P.M.  Fresh  breeze 
all  day.  Close  up  to  the  island  at  10  P.M.  but  couldn't 
pass  to  the  windward  of  it.  Wore  ship  to  the  northward 
again  for  the  night. 

January  13  (Tuesday).  To  Kusaie.  Wore  ship  at 
4 A.M. , came  down  the  weather  side  of  the  island,  sailed 
through  the  passage  into  Chabrol  Harbor  at  noon  and  anchored 
in  10  fathoms  off  the  police  office, 

The  Japanese  police  master  came  off  at  once  and 
granted  us  a pratique.  He  informed  us  that  we  could  not 
shift  the  vessel  out  of  the  harbor.  7e  know  that  with  the 
wind  blowing  straight  into  the  mouth  of  the  channel. 

Mr.  Hermann,  the  American  resident,  came  off  to 

the  ship  in  the  afternoon  and  discussed  Kusaie  with  us. 
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Hermann  was  born  in  San  Francisco  but  has  lived  here  a 
number  of  years.  He  speaks  the  native  language  and  promised 
to  help  us  with  the  collecting. 

January  14  (Wednesday).  Kusaie.  Vessel  is  rolling 
badly  in  the  swell.  Mr.  Hermann  brought  his  outboard  motor 
and  helped  us  shift  the  vessel  to  the  inner  harbor.  Hay 
Meyer,  Hermann's  assistant,  came  off  to  the  ship. 

Grew  engaged  in  unbending  sails  and  stowing  them 

{ 

in  the  main  hold. 

Myself  with  Lang  to  the  police  master  where  we  made 
out  the  usual  long  list  of  questionnaires. 

Hermann  has  the  remains  of  a number  of  old  sailing 
ships  which  were  wrecked  in  this  harbor  or  on  the  reefs  out- 
side. He  has  agreed  to  let  us  have  material  with  which  to 
give  the  'France'  a general  overhaul. 

January  15  (Thursday).  Kusaie.  To  police;  they 
will  require  several  days  before  they  can  issue  hungin.4  per- 
mits made  out  in  Ponape??? 

Back  to  the  ship  and  labeled  birds. 

Land  and  I decided  to  gut  the  ship,  take  out  the 
ballast  and  give  the  thing  a general  survey  throughout.  Lang 
will  paint  the  hold  as  well. 

Crew  engaged  painting  the  small  boat  and  commenced 
calking  the  main  deck  with  oakum  and  putty.  This  will  be  a 
long  arduous  task--but  a very  necessary  one. 

I engaged  a local  carpenter  to  make  me  some  new 
bird  racks  and  also  a number  of  tin-lined  cases  with  which  to 


forward  birds  to  the  Museum. 


Mr.  Riddall  to  work  on  the 
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engine  again. 

January  16  (Friday).  Kusaie.  Crew  at  work  over- 
hauling steering  gear,  — 2 hands  calking  deck;  Hiddall  at  en- 
gineering work. 

Hard  squall  in  the  morning  but  the  new  big  anchor 
held  without  any  trouble.  '.7e  now  have  good  ground  gear,  I 
am  pleased  to  say. 

Left  with  Mr.  Hermann,  in  his  large  canoe  with 
outboard  motor , for  Sawakusa  on  the  opposite  side  of  the  is- 
land to  have  a look  at  the  country.  le  passed  around  the 
north  end  of  the  island  inside  the  reefs  to  reach  our  desti- 
nation about  4 P.M. 

Put  up  with  a half-caste  Kusaie- Afri can  native 
called  "Kavis"  who  is  73  years  old  and  accredited  the  smartest 
man  on  Kusaie. 

Our  host  knew  of  a rail  which  he  called  "Nay  tai' 
mai  not"  (This  word  translated  from  the  Kusaie  language 
means  "to  land  in  the  taro  gardens"),  but  added  that  he  had 
never  seen  the  bird.  Hermann  told  me  that  the  rail  was  a 
native  god  and  despite  heavy  Qhri stianizat i on  on  the  island, 
the  natives  still  held  to  their  old  beliefs. 

January  17  (Saturday).  Kusaie.  Made  a short 
jaunt  into  the  bush  with  Hermann  who  is  after  the  pigeon, 
Lucula.  which  he  uses  for  food.  On  this  side  of  the  island 
Duoula  is  found  in  abundance  everywhere.  Flocks  of  them 
congregate  in  every  tree.  No  other  birds  were  present  ex- 
cept starlings  which  were  also  abundant. 


The  bush  behind  Sawokusa  is  very  awampy,  covered 
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with  impassable  scrub  and  vines  but  with  an  abundance  of 
good  heavy  trees  of  fair  height.  The  natives  plant  small 
gardens  of  taro  and  yams  in  the  swamps  but  depend  more  upon 
fish,  coconuts  and  breadfruit  for  their  provender.  They 
have  also  learned  to  make  copra  which  they  exchange  to  with 
Hermann  for  rice,  tea,  coffee,  flour  and  other  commest ibles. 

Their  houses  are  what  one  would  call  half  cast 
European,  part  sawn  lumber  and  part  leaf.  Nearly  everyone 
includes  a tin  roof  and  a water  tank  for  catching  rain 
water. 

Two  dear  old  ladies  from  the  Foreign  Board  of 
Missions  of  Boston,  the  Misses  Baldwin,  have  a station, 
school,  church  and  seminary  up  the  coast  a few  miles. 

After  collecting  pigeons,  Hermann  and  I started 
back  for  Kusaie.  His  idea  of  a large  outboard  motor  at- 
tached to  the  stern  of  a big  canoe  equipped  with  a heavy 
long  outrigger  is  an  excellent  one  when  the  engine  works. 
Unfortunately,  this  one  refused  to  function  shortly  after 
we  started  and  we  had  a long  slow  trip  home  with  natives 
paddling  the  canoe. 

7e  reached  the  ship  near  midnight. 

One  point  in  favor  of  the  natives, --a  former  race, 
before  these  people,  built  canoe  channels  of  stone  all 
around  the  island  inside  the  reefs.  One  can  make  a journey 
anywhere  regardless  of  weather  or  tide. 

January  18  (Sunday).  Kusaie.  At  odd  jobs  about 
the  ship.  Hermann  has  found  me  an  old  Christian,  named 


'to  9o:i&b(w<ia  as  :U  iir  Jtscf  esrriv  tna  cfxrroa  eld&eafsq'xi  ddl 
11b.  & d/.eiq  aevldBn  ©rfx  . drilled  list  to  eseid  vvasrf  - oo 
dOqif  ‘.‘“sota  ^asqei  di/cf  aq  bit©  ©rid  ni  eme\:  I>fiB  on©d  io  aSe#ifm 


116;  j io't  dijrrtJ&seicf  Jins  a:;..  :•  . 

ridlr  o5  ©trsdoxe  Tjprid  x o 1 ri ; ri.joo  sz-sm  od  iiemfi©!  oele  eifi 
sercfi'dasnurrar©  rcorfdo  b luclt  ,&o!t!oa  ,e©3  tecii  not  am;.  i© 
isfio  ifBii  ILso  tic  Of  xuo  dBtfw  sib  BeexiOrf  lieril 
sno^sv©  vIib©»1  ;©I  3i£  . XiiB  i&dM/I  aw»e  disor  .r-Beacix/i 
jhIbi  gnldodBO  ia'+  snBjr  teisw  b Jobs  toon  niJ  e e-c  .c-lC  oa. 

.IS Jbi 


to  Xisol  agjeio  edd  r.oix  aeiisl  £Io  owl 

, ftoidfids  b s vsd  ,al  - . xodeoS  to  er  -ifseil 

. 

>cu  a ®a«©H  , eixoexiq  giildoelXeo  -nedtA 
-3/  io?06  I-.  ••■•:>  a eyal  x io  cfc  • i a ill  .©  Ibs/jX  let  »«n 

v,\B©ri  © ridiir  fjeqaitjps  soubo  git i s to  fined b odd  oj  tedos :r 
,8^i or  eal%;  © arid  «srf»  ©no  drrel leoxa  Be  ei  i9g>Jidt»o  sii« 
£dtO  da  fiOldo  £'  od  SI  i s.  r > .'  - tr. 

sevidfifl  ridiw  s od  q.ri3  rola  gaol  e £firf  ew  Jbnf  Xediads  ©f 

. sor.fit)  e rid  . • fW&Bqfc 

. o rig  jt  fif>  i.T  IB  ;:T-  r I II  K 9 ff  3 X 8 ffOS  ©1  ©\. 

60£1  If  '1C’  ;• ,F‘"-  sri?  X Q 10V«t  Hi  dfilOq  ©fix 

lie  saoda  to  eXexirxsris  so  a bo  ilis:d  , ©Iqosq  ee©rid  ©lOifd 

•;  •'. ; : C j.  a IB  ■ ! . . ..  O ;j  i t i . ■ 1 . r si  :j  'Xi'i'-ti' 

. ovx':  ‘x  J’vne 

. , { ^Sfefl»8j  i<I 

ixemsn  tBsi3eiiriG  XXo  :;a  -•  ■ . rid 


George,  who  is  reputed  to  be  a good  pig  hunter  and  knows 
the  interior  of  the  island  thoroughly.  This  individual  will 
/ act  as  my  guide  in  the  future. 

I am  having  trouble  with  my  left  hand  itching  all 
of  the  time.  There  is  a poisonous  shrub  here  on  the  island 
which  I must  have  brushed  against  yesterday. 

January  19  (Monday).  Kusaie.  To  the  police  and 
received  our  hunting  permits.  I was  urged  to  hire  a Japa- 
nese guide  at  5 yen  per  day  (this  time)  but  declined  the 
offer  with  thanks. 

The  little  finger  on  my  left  hand  has  swollen 
terribly.  Though  I have  poulticed  it,  there  is  no  relief 
from  the  pain.  Hermann  tells  me  that  I am  in  for  several 
weeks  of  agony,  following  which  the  poison  should  run  its 
course  (if  I am  lucky). 

Hiddall  with  native  Jeorge  to  Tahonsaku  for  small 
swifts,  Collocalia,  which  inhabit  a large  cave.  They  re- 
turned in  the  evening  without  specimens  reporting  that  the 
mouth  of  the  oave  was  too  big.  The  mud  and  ooze  inside  pro- 
hibited them  from  stationing  themselves  where  they  could 
swing  small  bushy  twigs  and  knock  the  specimens  down  as  they 
flew  past. 

Crew  engaged  calking  deck,  painting  ship  and 
cutting  firewood. 

January  SO  (Tuesday).  Kusaie.  High  winds  from 
the  southwest  with  deluge  of  rain.  Hiddall  got  ashore  to 
Lele  for  a short  time  and  returned  with  a few  Myzomela, 


Aolonis  and  some  sea  birds.  Riddall  went  away  again  with 
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native  George  to  the  north  end  of  the  island,  where  he  will 
sleep  and  see  what  sort  of  material  he  can  find.  There  are 
large  svrampy  areas  in  that  locality  and  also  cliffs  around 
Mount  Buache  where  petrels  are  supposed  to  roost. 

Myself  making  out  lists  of  ammunition,  supplies, 
etc.,  for  the  police  office. 

My  left  hand  is  swelling  larger  all  of  the  time. 

Very  little  work  accomplished  on  deck  because  of  the 

rain. 

January  21  (Wednesday).  Kusaie.  Mr.  Hiddall  still 
away  hunting.  Fair  weather  to-day.  Hauled  the  ship  along- 
side Mr.  Hermann’s  cement  wharf  at  1 P.M.  There  we  secured 
the  vessel  with  an  anchor  forward  and  kedge  anchors  aft  to 
keep  the  vessel  from  chafing  her  sides  against  the  cement 
siding  of  the  wharf,  fe  have  rented  storage  space  ashore  to 
stow  all  sails  and  gear  while  we  are  renovating  the  main  hold. 

Grew  at  work  all  afternoon  carrying  sails  and 
gear  ashore. 

January  22  (Thursday).  Kusaie.  Mr.  Riddall  re- 
turned to  the  ship  with  a few  specimens.  He  reported  a rainy 
trip  with  its  accompanying  discomforts.  There  are,  according 
to  him,  very  few  birds  in  the  interior,  '"either  did  he  and 
George  hear  or  see  rails  or  petrels.  George,  by  the  way,  is 
very  teticent  about  discussing  the  rail.  He  does  and  doesn’t 
seem  to  know  whether  he  has  ever  seen  one. 

Hiddall  packed  up  enough  gear  and  food  for  himself 
and  George  to  tide  them  over  a two  weeks’  period  while  they 
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undertake  a survey  of  the  south  end  of  the  Island.  Bis- 
cuits, tea,  butter,  salt,  pepper,  sugar,  milk  and  jam  were 
packed  for  edibles.  The  two  of  them  will  depend  on  native 
foods  and  pigeons  for  their  main  diet.  This  was  plenty 
of  supplies  as  native  foods  and  pigeons  are  abundant  every- 
where. leorge  can  erect  a leaf  house  if  necessary.  If  he 
doesn't  know  how  he  can  learn. 

Down  in  the  main  hold  Lang  and  I began  to  under- 
stand why  things  haven't  been  going  well  there  when  we  met 
with  a rough  sea. 

The  big  water  tank  was  taken  out  and  landed 
ashore.  It  was  found  to  have  corroded  through  on  the  bot- 
tom in  several  places  and  will  have  to  be  repaired.  Meyer 
agreed  to  undertake  that  task. 

Underneath  the  water  tank  and  forward  of  the 
same,  the  floor  boarding  was  found  to  have  rotten  through. 

<7e  removed  all  of  it  and  discovered  that  some  one  in  pre- 
vious years  had  poured  fine  gravel  down  next  to  the  skin  of 
the  ship  in  place  of  the  usual  large  nigger  head  boulders 
used  elsewhere  on  the  vessel  as  ballast. 

The  fine  closely  packed  gravel, not  having  a chance 
to  dry  as  a circulation  of  air  could  not  oass  through  it, 
had  remained  sodden  and  wet  and  had  rotted  some  of  the  ribs, 
the  keelson  and  few  places  on  the  skin  of  the  vessel  under- 
neath . 

January  23  (Friday).  Kusaie.  My  finger  is  three 
times  its  normal  size  and  so  painful  that  I get  no  sleep. 
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Captain  Lang,  hy  piling  all  of  the  forehold  bal- 
last on  the  after  poop  deck  of  the  ship,  has  broight  the  bow 
of  the  boat  far  enough  out  of  the  water  to  expose  the  2 bare 
spots  where  the  copper  sheathing  washed  off.  The  Chinaman 
Belleu,  and  Charley  with  "plenty  of  advice"  from  me  covered 
the  bare  spots  with  tar  and  replaced  the  copper. 

The  rest  of  the  crew  were  employed  washing  down 
the  hold  and  cleaning  ballast.  All  the  gravel  will  be  jet- 
tisoned. Four  ribs,  two  on  either  side  of  the  keelson  must 
be  cut  out  and  replaced.  This  misfortune  will  weaken  the 
ship  perceptibly. 

January  24  (Saturday).  Kusaie.  Captain  and  crew 
at  work  chopping  out  soft  parts  as  previously  specified  and 
replacing  the  same  with  new  heavy  timbers  purchased  ashore. 
Cornelius  and  the  Chinaman,  who  are  both  good  carpenters, 
are  modelling  the  new  timbers  to  fit  snugly  into  the  old 
beams.  They  are  clinching  the  timbers  with  long  copper 
spikes . 

Some  of  the  skin  or  outside  planking  will  be  found 
in  bad  condition  when  the  vessel  is  next  on  the  slip  and 
should  be  replaced.  ,7e  are  now  scraping  away  the  rotted 
areas  and  covering  them  with  hot  pitch  and  Stockholm  tar. 

January  25  (Sunday).  Kusaie.  To  the  Japanese 
doctor  with  my  swollen  arm.  That  individual  covered  the' 
festered  area  with  100  o/o  powdered  Icthyol  and  sent  me  home 
to  bed. 

Rain  most  of  the  day,  no  work  aboard  ship. 
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January  26  (Monday).  Kusaie.  To  the  doctor  again 
The  same  resorted  to  the  most  primitive  sort  of  surgical 
methods.  He  simply  took  a scalpel,  cut  into  the  flesh  the 
full  length  of  my  small  finger,  then  reverted  to  a pair  of 
forceps  and  picked  out  all  of  the  green  matter.  He  followed 
this  by  scraping  the  bone  with  his  scalpel.  All  of  this 
took  place  without  an  anesthesia  of  any  kind.  Following 
the  operation,  I got  back  to  the  ship  under  my  own  power  and 
went  to  bed  at  once. 

The  Captain  and  crew  engaged  in  the  hold  fitting 
new  timbers  to  the  ribs  and  keelson.  Lang  has  also  purchased 
a number  of  12  x 2 Oregon  pine  planks  with  which  to  refloor 
the  main  hold . 

Up  forward  near  the  stem  of  the  ship  the  wood  is 
becoming  soggy.  «7e  should  cut  holes  in  the  deck  near  the 
windlass  and  place  removable  ventilators  there  which  would 
give  us  a circulation  of  air  in  the  main  hold  and  help  keep 
the  stem  dry.  Unfortunately,  we  have  no  means  of  effecting 
this  improvement  here. 

January  27  (Tuesday).  Kusaie.  To  the  doctor  again 
who  repeated  his  performance  of  yesterday.  I nearly  fainted 
on  him  but  managed  to  get  back  to  the  ship  with  the  aid  of 
Charley  and  Tommy  who  accompanied  me  especially  for  that  pur- 
pose. In  the  afternoon  I enjoyed  my  first  sound  sleep  in 
a week's  time. 

The  Captain  and  crew  engaged  in  the  hold.  2 boys 
calking  decks. 

January  28  (Wednesday).  Kusaie.  To  the  doctor 
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again  who  treated  me  more  kindly.  The  worst  of  the  pain  is 
gone  now.  It  is  just  a problem  of  letting  nature  take  its 
course  until  the  member  is  healed.  The  two  hard  lumps  under 
my  left  armpit  have  gone  down  considerably  which  is  a good 
sign. 

Captain  and  crew  engaged  as  previously. 

Hiddall  must  be  having  a rough  time  of  it  with  all 
of  the  rain  we  have  been  having  here.  No  word  from  him  yet. 

January  29  (Thursday).  Kusaie.  My  daily  trip  to 
the  hospital  where  the  Japanese  doctor  dresses  the  wound  and 
covers  the  same  with  Icthyol  powder.  This  performance  will 
continue  many  days. 

Crew  employed  fitting  new  woodwork  in  the  hold  and 
shifting  the  cleaned  nigger  head  ballast  from  the  poop  after 
to  the  forward  hold. 

Engaged  two  natives  to  collect  nigger  heads  for 
ballast  from  along  the  reefs  and  the  interior. 

January  30  (Friday).  Kusaie.  Crew  began  removing 
ballast  from  the  center  of  the  ship  and  to  the  port  side  of 
the  engine  room.  Although  this  is  dirty,  oily  and  messy,  we 
have  learned  that  the  oil  and  waste  from  the  engine  has  pre- 
served the  flooring  ribs  and  keelson  very  well.  I should 
like  to  recommend  a heavy  coating  of  tar  and  oil  for  the  in- 
terior of  a ship  if  one  is  ever;  used  again. 

Two  leaks  on  the  starboard  side  a^t  of  the  fore- 
mast, whichjwere  brought  on  by  rusting  plank  spikes, have  been 
plugged  and  covered  with  munz  letal  strips.  These  are  now 
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Intermittent  rains  have  hampered  the  calking  of 

the  decks. 

January  31  (Saturday).  Kusaie.  Grew  at  work  half 
a day  as  previously,  though  Charley  and  Jimmie  were  able  to 
calk  the  decks. 

Riddall  returned  from  the  south  with  63  specimens. 
Some  of  his  skins  were  good,  others  poor.  He  obtained  a few 
bush  fowlwhloh  show  pronounced  intergradation  with  domestic 
strains.  A few  starlings,  Collocalia,  Ptilinopus,  Ducula, 
Myzomela  and  Jephra3  were  included  in  the  collection  with  the 
balance  made  up  of  terns  and  sea  birds.  I am  afraid  Riddall 
didn't  get  far  from  the  sea  beach  in  his  encounters  with  na- 
ture. At  least  he  was  not  able  to  tell  me  much  about  the 
b us  h . 

February  1 (Sunday).  Kusaie.  The  wind  shifted  to 
the  westward  during  the  night,  pushing  the  ship  up  against 
the  cement  wharf.  7e  had  some  difficulty  pulling  her^  off 
again  but  got  out  of  it  without  damaging  the  sides  of  the 
vessel . 

Continued  wet  and  rainy  all  day . Riddall  down 
with  a light  dose  of  fever.  I am  afraid  that  he  doctors 
himself  with  quinine  and  aspirin  too  much.  A great  deal 
more  than  is  good  for  hita. 

Spent  the  evening  with  Mr.  Hermann  and  Meyers. 

They  have  a 14-room  modern  house  ashore  with  electric 
lights  and  running  water.  Unfortunately,  for  the  peace  of 
mind  of  Hermann,  he  has  taken  a native  woman  to  live  with 
him  and  is  cursed  with  the  support  of  all  of  her  relatives, 
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who  too  feel  that  they  must  have  European  food. 

February  2 (Monday).  Kusaie.  Hiddall  and  George 
got  away  about  11  A.M.  for  Sawokusu  and  Inshiappu  on  the 
southwestern  oorner  of  the  island.  There  they  will  establish 
oamp  in  one  of  the  houses  belonging  to  Kavis  and  collect  un- 
til such  time  as  I join  them  or  Lang  comes  down  to  see  them. 
Hiddall  took:  all  of  the  necessities  in  way  of  food  and  col- 
lecting gear.  He  has  the  advantage  of  George  and  the  canoe 
who  can  return  to  the  ship  at  any  time  for  more  provender. 

deorge  is  not  an  expensive  item.  His  services  with 
canoe  amount  to  ^4  per  week  and  George  finds  his  own  food. 

Prices  in  the  Caroline  Islands  fluctuate.  The 
Government  does  not  have  a fixed  scale  of  pay.  On  Ponape  my 
guide  cost  me  from  2 to  3 dollars  per  week.  There  are  cases 
where  Japanese  work  for  natives  at  10  to  15  yen  per  month. 

Crew  were  employed  in  the  hold  as  previously  and 
calking  decks.  Tommy  has  gone  to  the  hospital  with  an  in- 
fected arm, --probably  from  the  same  leaf  that  gave  me  my  dis- 
comfiture. Tommy  with  his  thick  skin  shouldn't  have  the 
trouble  I am  having. 

My  hand  is  improving  very  slowly  as  most  infections 
do  in  tropical  climates. 

February  3 (Tuesday).  Kusaie.  Crew  employed  in 
the  hold  sh  ifting  b al last  and  scraping  the  sides  preparatory 
to  painting  same.  We  will  give  it  several  coats  of  white  to 
improve  the  lighting  facilities. 

February  4 (Wednesday).  Kusaie.  Crew  employed  as 

previously.  Captain  and  I have  fitted  a brass  counter  around 
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the  whole  base  of  the  jib  boom  and  windlass  frame.  We  intend 
to  fill  the  under  side  with  hot  pitch. 

February  5 (Thursday).  Kusaie.  Helped  the  Caotain 
pour  in  two  doses  of  hot  pitch  around  base  of  jib  boom  to 
stop  the  leak:  there  if  possible.  Grew  at  the  hold  and 
calking  decks. 

I tried  to  engage  natives  to  trap  or  snare  birds 
for  me  but  could  find  no  one  with  sufficient  interest  to  try 

it. 

February  6 (Friday).  Kusaie.  Grew  finished 
scraping  the  hold  and  started  fitting  the  cross  beams  and 
flooring  over  the  ballast.  Cornelius  especially  has  done  a 
splendid  piece  of  carpenter  work. 

The  Chinaman  is  b usy  making  bird  drying  racks  for 
the  ship  hold.  ,7e  hope  to  have  stout,  rat-free  cases  when 
we  are  finished. 

Crew  have  broken  out  with  an  epidemic  of  boils  whicl 
must  have  come  from  the  mango  pears  they  obtained  ashore. 

I purchased  a quantity  of  pau-pau,  sweet  potatoes,  bananas, 
yams  and  bread  fruit  and  put  the  boys  on  this  diet.  They 
will  get  no  meat  or  rice  for  some  days. 

The  Captain  got  away  at  3 T?.M.  in  the  small  boat 
and  the  outboard  motor  to  visit  Kiddall  and  see  how  that 
individual  is  getting  on;  reports  have  it  that  he  is  not 
doing  anything. 

Hermann  killed  a bullock  in  preparation  for  a big 
native  wedding.  The  Boston  Baptist  mission,  long  ago, 
erected  a fine  large  stone  church  on  Lele  Island  in  which 
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the  local  inhabitants  hold  Sunday  services,  weddings, 
burials,  mid-week  prayer  meetings,  Friday  afternoon  sewing 
circles  and  all.  It  is  quite  an  up-to-date  arrangement,  so 
much  so  that  the  natives  have  long  ago  ceased  to  work  for  a 
living.  They  are  by  far  the  most  sophisticated  and  worthless 
group  we  have  encountered.  One  can  get  no  information  about 
bird  life  out  of  them.  It  is  true  that  there  are  full-grown 
men  living  on  lele  Island  who  have  never  been  into  the  moun- 
tains. 


February  7 (Saturday).  Kusaie.  Crew  finished  the 
ballast  and  planking  in  the  main  hold  and  began  painting 
there  beginning  with  the  bolt  studs  which  will  require  many 
coats  of  paint. 

The  fresh  beef  has  given  me  diarrhea  which  with 
my  present  weakened  condition  put  me  to  bed. 

February  8 (Sunday).  Kusaie.  The  finger  isn't 
improving  as  rapidly  as  I should  like.  Perhaps  I am  too  im- 
patient about  it.  The  doctor  is  still  using  Icthyol  powder 
as  a medicant.  I pay  him  10  sen  or  5 cents  each  morning 
after  each  survey  . Tommy  is  receiving  the  same  treatment 
to  a lesser  degree,  but  pays  only  5 sen  or  2 l/2  cents  per 
day.  There  is  no  free  medical  service  in  the  territory  for 
either  white,  yellow  or  black. 

Lang  returned  at  7 P.F.  with  a few  birds  from  Pid- 


dall. 

February  9 (Monday).  Kusaie.  Unpacked  Piddall.'s 
birds  and  found  them  in  atrocious  condition.  Such  work  is 

most  discouraging  when  I am  unable  to  get  into  the  bush  my- 
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self.  Visited  the  chief  of  police  and.  asked  for  a permit 
for  the  Chinaman,  but  was  refused  that , --without  a special 
permit  from  Ponape.  I also  asked  for  a Japanese  but  found 
none  willing  to  assist  me. 

Crew  engaged  calking  decks  and  painting  hold. 

Two  boys  to  work  taking  ballast  out  of  the  lazaret  aft  and 
cleaning  same.  We  found  the  planking  and  ribs  under  the 
flooring  and  ballast  of  the  lazaret  in  good  order  and  dry. 

Tin-lined  bird  cases  arrived  from  shore  so  began 
packing  birds . 

Captain  kedged  the  ship  away  from  the  wharf  just 
far  enough  to  allow  for  swinging  room  and  play  during  squalls 

February  10  (Tuesday).  Kusaie.  7ith  the  cook 
packing  birds  most  of  the  day.  Crew  employed  painting  hold 
and  calking  decks. 

A note  reached  me  from  Miss  3.  Baldwin  that  Rid- 
dall  had  tried  to  join  her  mission.  Possibly  to  instruct 
in  the  girls'  seminar  who  knows.  I visited  the  police  of- 
fice and  N.  Y.  K's  representative  who  told  me  that  a ship 
would  be  going  to  Jabuit  in  the  Marshall  Islands  shortly 
which  would  connect  with  a schooner  going  to  Tarawa  in  the 
Gilbert  Islands. 

Since  Riddall's  agreement  with  me  calls  for  a 
passage  to  the  nearest  English  port,  I can  get  him  to 
Tarawa  for  30  yen  or  yl5.  I well  believe  Riddall  is  plan- 
ning on  pulling  out  at  the  first  opportunity,  but  expects  a 
long  passage  to  Hong  Kong.  This  lack  of  geographical 
knowledge  on  his  part  will  upset  him  when  he  finds  out 
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where  the  Gilbert  Islands  are. 

Sent  Hiddall  his  notice  that  one  month  fromjdate 
I would  be  prepared  to  send  him  to  the  nearest  English  colony 
February  11  Wednesday).  Finished  packing  2 and 
one  half  cases  of  bird  skins  ready  for  New  York.  I do  not 
dare  send  then,  on  with  a Japanese  ship  for  ^ear  they  will 
never  reach  their  destination. 

Japanese  training  ship  ' Taisai  Maru' , a four-mast 
barque  came  into  port  to-day.  Hundreds  of  sailors  came 
ashore  but  we  managed  to  keep  them  off  the  ship  pretty  well. 

Grew  employed  all  day  painting  and  renovating  the 

ship. 


February  12  (Thursday).  Kusaie.  Grew  employed  as 
previously.  The  Captain  and  I went  on  board  the  training 
ship  and  managed  to  find  our  way  into  the  chart  room  without 
being  observed.  We  had  a high  old  time  until  we  were  dis- 
covered; then  half  the  ship's  complement  were  on  our  necks. 
It  is  not  customary  to  visit  ships'  chart  rooms  without  per- 
mission. 


February  13  (Friday).  Kusaie.  Grew  employed  with 
the  ship  until  noon  when  they  were  allowed  to  visit  the 
training  ship  and  attend  the  athletic  games  ashore. 

February  14  ( Saturday) . Kusaie.  Chinaman  and  I 
soldered  the  bird  cases,  secured  the  lids  and  strapped  band 
iron^them.  Later  China  stencilled  them  with  Museum  marks. 
These  look  quite  presentable  and  should  be  very  seaworthy. 

Captain  got  away  at  daylight  for  the  other  side  of 


the  island  to  visit  Hiddall,  take  him  supplies  and  return 
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with  his  specimens. 

S/S  Yawata  Maru  arrived  in  port  from  Yokohama  via 
Ponape.  I received  another  disbursement  of  funds  from  Kobe. 
A cable  from  the  American  Consul  in  Kobe  telling  me  that  the 
landing  of  ammunition  in  Japan  is  prohibited.  Cabled  him  in 
return  to  forward  ammunition  to  Guam. 

Also  a second  shipment  of  ammunition  is  reported 
lying  in  Truk  that  has  been  trans-shipped  from  Sydney  by 
Burns  Phi  Ip  and  Co.  I requested  the  Governor  of  Truk  to 
forward  same  to  Palau  to  await  my  arrival  at  the  latter  port. 

Yas  able  to  obtain  some  potatoes  and  onions  from 
the  ship  as  well  as  a small  amount  of  American  tinned  goods. 

Crew  finished  up  the  sides  of  the  hold  in  the 
morning  and  were  given  the  big  boat  to  journey  to  the  Bald- 
win Church  for  Sunday  services. 

February  15  (Sunday).  Kusaie.  Chinaman  and  I 
aboard  ship  alone  all  day.  That  individual  went  ashore 
stole  or  borrowed  a chicken  and  presented  me  with  a wonder- 
ful roast  dinner  gratis.  Such  treatment  is  unparalleled. 

He  must  have  found  some  opium  on  the  steamer  ror  I can 
think  of  nothing  else  that  would  put  him  in  such  a frame 
of  mind. 

February  16  (Monday).  Kusaie.  Belleu,  a native 
of  Malaita,  true  to  form  borrowed  a Bible  from  the  Baptist 
Church  yesterday.  He  has  a trunk  full  of  specimens,  one 
from  every  kind  of  service  he  has  ever  attended.  This 
might  be  termed  a cosmopolitan  religious  influence. 


Lang  returned  from  the  other  end  of  the  island 
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He  reports  that  Biddall  is  sick  and  has  done  nothing  all 
week.  I am  afraid  that  we  will  get  no  mors  birds  from  him. 

Crew  engaged  put  ring  the  anchor  chains  through 
the  fire,  chipping  them  and  later  covering  them  with  a 
heavy  coating  of  tar  for  preservation.  Others  calking  deck 
and  two  hands  painting  the  hold  of  the  vessel. 

February  17  (Tuesday).  Kusaie.  Lang  and  I took 
ship's  chronometer  to  the  Taisai  Maru  and  got  a check  on  it. 
The  instrument  is  losing  slowly,  about  23  seconds  in  the  past 
two  months. 

Crew  finished  anchor  chains  and  floor  of  the  main 
hold,  began  painting  water  tanks  and  scrubbing  fore  deck 
preparatory  to  painting.  Two  hands  still  calking. 

Myself  to  the  doctor. --My  finger  looks  like  it  had 
been  through  a mincing  machine  and  is  not  healing  rapidly 
enough.  I am  worried  about  it. 

On  the  small  island  of  Lele  one  encounters  con- 
siderable swamp  and  marshy  ground  in  back  of  the  settlement 
and  the  old  stone  ruins  that  are  located  there.  Toward  the 
southern  and  eastern  end  of  the  island  a steep  hill  of  354 
feet  is  situated.  Native  houses,  stoves  and  government 
buildings  are  found  scattered  indiscriminately  along  the 
whole  foreshore,  but  not  in  the  interior  of  the  island.  There 
are  almost  no  native  gardens  on  Lele.  The  natives  do  plant 
a few  things  on  the  mainland  across  Chabrol  harbor  but  not 
sufficient  to  provide  for  their  needs.  Those  depend  upon 
such  employment  as  they  can  get  from  Hermann  or  the  Japanese 
to  supply  funds  withlshich  to  purchase  foods  from  the  stores. 
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Failing  that  they  live  almost  entirely  on  fish  and  coco- 
nuts. Despite  a rather  large  population  of  500  natives  on 
such  a small  island  as  this  the  interior  and  the  swamp  are 
not  frequently  visited. 

I have  been  spending  odd  hours  around  and  in  the 
marshy  ground  in  hopes  that  I might  encounter  a rail  or 
two.  Careful  scrutiny  of  the  ground  showed  any  number  of 
tracks  made  by  birds  but  these  all  had  the  appearances  of 
having  been  made  by  plovers  and  sandpipers.  These  species 
are  found  in  numbers  probing  about  in  the  mud  and  chasing 
one  another  through  the  rushes. 

There  is  a marked  scarcity  of  other  forms  except 
the  common  starling,  Aplonis  opaca.  The  little  midged 
Jephras  is  sometimes  encountered  on  low  shrubs  and  bushes. 

Scores  of  native  dcgs  run  about  the  place  without 
apparent  excuse  for  their  existence. 

February  18  (Wednesday).  Xusaie.  The  Japanese 
training  ship  sailed  for  Truk  this  morning.  I dispatched 
a number  of  letters  via  this  boat  to  Government  officials 
at  Truk  and  Palau  regarding  ammunition  now  in  Truk  and  also 
a Japanese  assistant  for  the  expedition  to  join  us  in  Palau. 
:ie  had  considerable  rain  during  the  dey  which  stopped  work 
aboard  ship.  I put  the  crew  to  threading  labels,  a task 
they  can  always  engage  in.^t-  m^vj-oy. 

February  19  (Thursday).  Xusaie.  Lost  of  the  day 
in  the  interior  of  Lele  Island.  I obtained  a few  starlings 
for  the  Chinaman  to  work  on.  Crew  engaged  calking  ship  and 
scrubbing  paint  work. 
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February  20  (Friday).  Kusaie.  To  the  police. 

He  advised  me  to  go  to  Ponape  on  the  steamer  and  catch  the 
next  one  coming  back  in  a few  days.  About  twice  a year  the 
two  steamer  schedules  overlap  between  Ponape  and  Kusaie.  The 
policeman  would  rather  I obtained  Hiddall's  release  and 
travelling  permit  from  the  Governor  in  Ponape  and  save  the 
former  any  trouble  should  it  arise.  Hermann,  too,  will  go 
to  Ponape  to  see  the  Governor  as  well. 

Grew  engaged  at  odd  tasks  about  the  ship  including 
firewood  and  bringing  aboard  gear.  Native  Charley  cleaning 
firearms. 

February  21  (Saturday).  Kusaie.  Grew  employed  at 
the  forerigging,  putting  preventer  lanyards  on  all  shrouds. 
The  eyes  of  all  of  the  rigging  of  the  foremast  are  pretty 
well  ru3ted  through.  The  two  natives  finished  calking  the 
fore  deck  by  noon. 

Myself  ashore  to  the  interior  of  lele  Island  and 
obtained  a few  birds  for  the  Oriental  to  work  on. 

Captain  Lang  got  away  at  7>  P.M.  in  the  small  dinghy 
and  the  outboard  motor  to  take  supplies  to  Fiddall  and  re- 
turn with  his  specimens. 

February  22  (Sunday).  To  Ponaoe.  The  Cactain, 
with  Hiddall , returned  to  the  ship  at  8 A.M.  having  spent 
most  of  the  night  en  route.  Riddall  has  collected  no  birds 
this  past  week.  He  flatly  refused  to  collect  in  the  bush 
under  the  pretext  that  his  general  health  would  not  with- 
stand blood  poisoning,  etc.  I was  very  cross  with  him  and 
told  Hiddall  that  unless  he  obtained  specimens  during  these 


1.  J •' 


*-<; , 


. ■ 0 . .pi  . 1 - . _ 

J r>'o :?  o ' ^0,3^8  ;;rit  rc.  c -•  o o3  . r o 3 & I . s V 

...  . It 

e ■Bito"  . /:sr  :■  oBiievo  a?.  XirSafice  o a;  ft  so 
... ' ' sJdo  . xeritiBS  ' 

i 

3 ©v  .a  e«rf;:-o  •'  xi i xocrevoX  .•  H ext  timed  XXI*fl 
c ■ , 1 , . : o :v  " c o . 9." 

.Hat;  e x-oiixatoC  sat  a.ee  c::  errs.-ro** 
5ifi..U&u tool  1 i:8  ecu  t oop  elsei  Mo  Se  oegBjjs©  wexE 

' ' .XI  TBQdt  gflJgfilTCf  X)0£  &0<JW| 

. 3 ■ 3 ...  * 

••;  3.  ■:.•  ■«•<"! 7,  . . vg : x>;  3 f IS  \ xsxrrdE  v ' 

B X U ' 

3;  Jaenjat  oV  oriP  to  *n  Jj  ?.ix  sale  to  iifi'  to  3©v;t->  ©a. 


■-  ' f.  • *•  s : - . - *’  f r -> 7/3  ••  .rf-  ;o*-dr  ' . 


; r „ 


■3  eXaH  ■ j i 7 ©3 rt » e'rit  J <- x O: _ee  t*Xse\-:M 


.ao  : 


G«  Is  ; 0 


« it  xot  sXxid-  wi  0 '0  />? 


Its 


’>  ?;B  •-  Cl  J;.  £XTBl.  nl  . 


XI:  ' -i'  .3  a f I i'73tf  . r ? a 0 'OjCi:  i'cr-dfoO  f:  3 .S-£SJ6 

- Xooqti  el:  .'Si:  . - ,iz 

93'.  . p OX  . Be,  : s;j  •.  id::- 

J •'..••  . ■’  ' t C; . e;;J  r 3 ? 8;:';  oXe"  , . ' ? .- 

iXxld  on  d&atosllo©  tied  IIsJBAiS  .&tpxrs  us  3.  l,  rora 

X>  i ■ 3 a x 3o.  X loo  o:  ,6©ejj$©7  :•  ft  *?/  . ...  . c 8 .•  ■ ; : 

-1 5 i - ten  cXbout  dtXjBsd  Xexana^  ©id  Jb  ip  S'xecetq  ecis  'itb&u 
s'  ^ • ? 3 .'  <■  1 ’ 9V  •.  F ' i . e . , i Oo  lo  0 X;  - ;:e 

/o  h 


58 


next  days  he  would  receive  no  reimbursement  for  his  time  on 
Kus  aie. 

There  and  then,  J.  B.  Riddall  recited  the  old  war 
cry  of  the  Australian  labor  unions,  "The  employee  can  hold 
the  employer, but  the  employer  can  not  hold  the  employee." 

Sailed  at  noon  for  Ponape  with  Hermann  on  the  s/s 
Yawata  Maru,  to  get  a passage  permit  for  Hiddall  aboard  a 
small  Japanese  schooner  running  from  Jabut , Marshalls,  to 
Tarawa  in  the  Gilbert  Islands. 

February  23  (Monday).  Ponape.  Peached  Ponape  at 
E P.M.  ashore  with  Hermann  to  live  in  the  Gtschei  t residence. 

To  the  Governor  who  issued  me  a permit  for  Piddall 
without  any  questions  asked.  That  gentleman  refused  to  give 
me  a shooting  oermit  for  the  Chinaman,  but  did  promise  me  a 
Japanese  living  on  Hus  aie. 

Gtsoheit  tried  to  induce  me  to  turn  native  Cor- 
nelius's wages  over  to  him.  Gtsoheit  claims  that  Cornelius 
owes  him  over  EOO  yen  for  supplies  purchased  at  the  former's 
store.  I refused  to  enter  into  the  business  and  told 
G tscheit  to  see  the  Governor.  An  old  trick  in  the  islands 
is  this  one  of  getting  the  native  heavily  in  debt  and  then 
confiscating  his  land.  In  fact  the  same  practice  is  or  has 
been  used  extensively  in  our  cwn  country.  The  Japanese  use 
this  means  to  thwart  the  league  of  Nations's  ruling  against 
confiscating  native  land  and  now  own  a great  share  of  it. 

February  24-25  ( Tues day- Wednesday ) . Ponape. 

Cabled  the  Govern  or- General  Palau  asking  permission  to  use 
my  own  crew  as  collectors. 
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Purchased  a number  of  ship's  stores,  putty, 
oakum,  paint,  etc. 

February  26  (Thursday).  Ponape.  ‘Reply  from 
Governor- General;  he  will  not  pemit  my  own  natives  to  hunt 
specimens,  aboard  the  s/s  Kasuga  Maru  which  sailed  for 
Kusaie  at  4 P.M. 

February  27  (Friday).  To  Kusaie.  Punching  s^kead 
sea  all  day  which  slowed  down  the  ship  considerably.  These 
Japanese  mail  boats  are  old  worn  out  English  vessels  which 
have  been  purchased  very  cheaply  but  are  nevertheless  quite 
seaworthy. 

February  28  (Saturday).  Kusaie.  Peached  Kusaie 
at  10  A.M.  Off/vthe  'France1  at  once  and  found  Riddall  ready 

to  leave.  He  has  collected  some  50  specimens  during  my  ab- 

r 

sence  including  Erythruya.  Oollocalia,  Ducula . Ptilinopus . 
Myzomela,  Jephras . and  a series  of  herons.  All  of  these 
were  taken  at  the  south  end  of  the  island.  Riddall  sur- 
prised me  with  the  quality  of  his  skins.  I suspect  the 
heavy  hand  of  the  Captain  in  this  business. 

Riddall  was  paid  off  in  full  for  his  services,  re- 
ceipts were  signed  for  the  same  and  he  was  put  on  board  the 
'Kasuga  I.'aru'  which  sailed  for  Jabuit  at  4 P.y.  Accompanying 
him  went  a letter  from  the  Government  in  Ponape  to  the  same 
in  Jabuit  refusing  Riddall  permission  to  return  to  the  Caro- 
lines. I don't  want  him  back  here  until  after  he  has  been  in 
English  territory. 

During  my  absence,  the  crew  have  finished  the  fore 
rigging  which  should  hold  until  we  get  new  material  in  Guam 


,v,:)?yrr  fe©n»3«  t 'qlrie  lo  na^ea/xr  b oru<Z  i 

,o3e  , taisq  . -iuniso 

. ©q/5nO'T  . ( \£J  mm?’ :;  3S  vif-iica 
ti-sni  o3  zeviim  rwo  v>;  diffltsn  don  Iliff  rn  jHeieny?  -*roirx oyg> 
C|  . , ■ - j f- v...  'X  8\>8  £*ibqcL.  , e . : i t ecr e 

. . ,-  eiBgiiS 

fcjasefi'  six  i d 0:33?  . o 1 p; asst  oT  . {vjBb  I*  VS 
'©Si-  :r:  , ldfi?e4i8£©o  of  iris  edS  awob  bewo  Lb  rfoiriw  IXb  eb& 
; ■■.  ,-t..  «■■*©*  ;■  *o  &--r  edeod  Jit  ■ 

*?3iw',  sels;  ^*5  — , • it-  d'd  ;Iq£erfo  *rev  ieesrisnx/q  net  d syaxf 

. .,i-:.V  . 0I7JB98 

eleas/M  enoeer  .©IfisuS  . (^bJ&tk;$b£ ) 9S  *\r  minded 

♦V' 

vjJteet  IIbMIk  lusj o%  b y eoxio  3b  ,eoiwirr'  srid^tlrO  i St 

xniirl  ■.aemioeiH  d e ?os  X>8  3oeIIoo  euxi  -s’.  .arx; ©X  o3 

I . , ij-'T- 

■ . 

B . l'B  i . ■ 

orlS  Soeqsne  . enisle  aid  3:o  3 Heap  add  r.Jlv  ess  byeirq 

. fise.itisjc!  Bids  al  a Sain  a?  sd3  o : :ls  ri  -7.  t "> 
-frt  .see  knee  aid  ^ Jin'.  c;s  him  bbv  Xls-JbJbp! 
eSS  Jbi30 d no  Sisq  ear  eri  Mb  ©ittbs  sets  ioi  Jb  angle  &xev  s?q  ieo 


■XIB(tPrO  DQA 


> ? = -fl  •'deL  *vorL  xvi/pa  ;kid:-,  :■  •; . ” ' 


©mete  sdS  oS  ©qai  o!T  a I Saexarcev  o©  end  rrl.-;*trtt  isddel  s 3ar&;  rr:  1 ri 
-otbC  end  od  ntxrdei  oJ  noieei.neq  I laJ&fc ill  gclBu^al  3 jx/cfek  :il 
n ‘ need  er  d erf  reS^r  LiSru  eind  Aoed  i id  ifnfijr  3 'hob  1 .so  x 

. Trqo  S * vt  e : de  1 1 >-n£.  5 
-£;■  ms  ed3  , ©©needs  %a  gt  Irtad 
as  a-  : 1 leiniiar  won  deg  ew  Xidnu  6Xori  Xlxrorfa  field-  gniggi'r 


60 


or  elsewhere.  Also  new  back  ropes  for  the  jib  boom  were 
set.  Calking  was  continued  mid-ships  on  the  raised  poop. 
Firewood  was  obtained  in  large  quantities. 

March  1 (Sunday).  Kusaie.  To  the  doctor;  he  has 
given  me  permission  to  start  hunting  if  I go  about  it  slowly 
at  first. 

Police  turned  over  Mr.  Oschero,  a Japanese,  to 
me.  He  will  act  in  the  capacity  of  hunter.  I engaged  him 
on  trial  at  SO  yen  per  month.  This  is  the  customary  rate  of 
pay  for  Japanese  labor,  which,  in  many  instances,  is  less 
than  that  paid  to  natives.  Oschero  will  get  a shot  gun  and 
ten  cartridges  per  day  to  start  with. 

March  2 (Monday).  Kusaie.  Jith  George  to  the  in- 
terior of  Lele  where  we  obtained  a fair  bag  of  common  birds 
including  herons.  There  is  heavy  forest  on  the  slopes  and 
tops  of  Lele  Hill.  Also  one  encounters  an  abundance  of 
shrub  and  bush. 

Oschero  returned  from  across  the  bay  late  in  the 
evening  with  a pair  of  badly  shot  Duoulas  and  all  of  his 
cartridges  expended. 

Crew  were  engaged  painting  water  tanks  and  calking 

poop  deck. 

,7e  were  able  to  purchase  a quantity  of  potatoes, 
onions  and  fresh  meat  from  the  steamer.  These  combined  with 
native  foods  give  us  ample  for  the  table. 

March  3 (Tuesday).  Kusaie.  Across  the  bav  with 
George  to  Malim  where  we  found  more  swamp  land,  a little 
grass  area  and  plenty  of  good  thick  true  forest.  There  were 
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plenty  of  taro  and  yam  gardens  also.  This  would  be  an  ideal 
country  for  rails.  No  sign  of  than  during  our  trip. 

I find  that  I am  terribly  weak  and  easily  ex- 
hausted. Thank  heaven  the  ground  is  made  up  of  good  heavy 
soil  and  not  sharp  jagged  rocks  as  on  Ponape. 

Returned  to  the  ship  in  the  afternoon  with  a num- 

y 

ber  of  specimens  including  3 ISrythriufa  (the  finch). 

Crew  engaged  calking  and  burning  paint  off  the 

poop  deck. 

Lang  left  in  the  afternoon  on  a small  Japanese 
pinnace  to  visit  Port  Lottin  at  the  southern  end  of  the  is- 
land to  ascertain  what  sort  of  camping  facilities  are 
available  there.  7e  will  all  have  to  utilize  every 
available  minute  from  now  on. 

Oschero  returned  with  one  specimen  of  the  common 
pigeon  and  was  released  from  his  obligations.  I had  learned 
during  the  day  that  he  was  shooting  pigeons  and  selling  them 
to  the  Japanese  on  Lele  Island.  He  would  give  his  speci- 
mens to  a native  to  deliver  for  him. 

George  and  I went  to  the  big  cave  in  the  evening 
and  obtained  a nice  series  of  small  swifts  ( Coll  oc  alia ) . 

Those  were  not  difficult  to  obtain  when  a dozen 
small  boys  helped  us. 

March  4 (Tednesday ) . Kusaie.  George  and  I got 
away  in  his  canoe  for  Tern  shal  near  Merents.  There  we  made 
a camp  under  an  overhanging  ledge  to  await  for  petrels. 
George  tells  me  that  these  roost  in  the  800-foot  cliff  near 
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7/as  able  to  make  up  a few  specimens  during  the 

afternoon. 

The  whole  country  is  rugged  and  of  an  old  crumbly- 
geological  formation.  Heavy  true  forest  is  abundant  every- 
where. There  are  numerous  fresh-water  streams  which  contain 
3 to  5 foot  eels  and  a bass-like  fish.  The  common  Duoula 
is  abundant  everywhere.  There  is  also  a form  of  tuber  which 
grows  on  a vine  both  under  and  on  the  ground.  .7hen  soaked 
in  fresh  water  overnight  and  later  boiled  in  a bamboo  it 
resembles  somewhat  in  taste  our  Irish  potato. 

One  could  live  off  the  bush  very  easily  here, 
without  any  supplies  other  than  salt,  sugar  and  tea. 

leorge  has  sill  of  the  earmarks  of  being  a very 
good  bushman.  7e  will  probably  get  on  very  well  together. 

fe  heard  the  high-pitched  nasal  whine  of  the  in- 
coming petrels  shortly  after  dark  and  again  about  4 o'clock 
in  the  morning.  They  do  congregate  and  roost  in  the  sides 
of  the  steep  cliff  and  also  across  the  valley  in  another 
cliff.  Just  how  to  get  them  or  put  ourselves  in  a position 
where  we  can  shoot  them  is  going  to  be  our  problem. 

March  5 (Thursday).  Kusaie.  leorge  and  I cir- 
cled the  top  of  the  high  cliff  without  finding  any  place 
where  we  could  climb  down.  7e  hoped  to  find  a sloping  por- 
tion that  would  allow  one  to  descend  with  a rope.  Nothing 
of  this  nature  presented  itself.  leorge  tells  me  that  we 
can  descend  the  cliff  at  the  other  end  of  the  valley  and 
that  we  might  also  attempt  a climb  from  below. 
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le  concluded  to  return  to  the  ship  first  and 
later  make  a survey  of  the  valley  when  camped  at  the  south 
end  of  the  island.  The  mouth  of  this  depression  comes  out 
not  far  from  Port  L&ttin. 

Began  a systemmatic  collection  of  starlings. 

There  has  been  no  indication  of  a mountain  species  so  will 
take  some  of  every  flock  I meet  with,  Oeorge  insists  that 
there  is  only  one  species  on  ICusaie  and  not  two  as  on  Ponape. 
Greorge  should  know  something  about  such  things. 

There  are  very  few  birds  in  the  mountains  with  the 
exception  of  the  Due ula  and  Aplonis  as  related  previously. 
Once  in  awhile  one  encounters  a stray  flock  of  Jephras  or 
an  occasional  i'yzomela.  These  latter,  though,  appear  more 
frequently  in  the  cleared  lands  and  along  the  seacoast. 

Deorge  killed  a 150-pound  pig  on  the  way  back  to 
the  ship.  This  gave  all  hands  two  meals  of  fresh  meat  with  a 
contribution  for  those  ashore. 

Passed  through  some  wonderful  rail  country  on  my 
return  to  the  ship.  let  a native  "minister  of  the  uospel" 
who  toli-e  that  he  had  seen  a rail  in  these  very  swamps 
when  he  was  a boy.  That  was  over  50  years  ago. 

Pound  Lang  had  returned  when  I reached  the  ship. 

He  tells  me  that  every  house  at  the  south  end  of  the  island 
has  a tin  roof  and  that  there  are  plenty  of  native  foods  to 
be  had. 

Crew  have  installed  the  fresh-water  tanks  and  have 
filled  them.  Calking  is  proceeding  on  the  poop  deck. 

March  6 (Friday).  Kusaie.  mross  the  bay  to 
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Dafeyiat  to  the  aw  amp  area  again  where  I spent  the  day  and 
returned  with  18  specimens.  Grave  George  a gun  and  find  that 
he  ean  use  it  well.  George  had  been  a pigeon  hunter  in  the 
German  times. 

This  swamp  is  heavily  forested  and  should  be  an 
excellent  place  for  ground  birds  of  all  kinds.  There  are 
plenty  of  plovers  about  but  nothing  of  interest. 

Grew  engaged  painting  and  chipping  iron  work. 

March  7 (Saturday).  Kusaie.  To  the  same  area 
with  George.  7e  combed  the  thing  from  one  end  to  the  other 
without  a sign  of  ground  birds.  Returned  to  the  ship  with 
Ptilinopus , Jephra3 , Aplonis  and  Ducula. 

Crew  engaged  as  previously. 

March  8 (Sunday).  Kusaie.  Mail  boat  'Kasuga  Mam' 
in  port  from  JaLuit  en  route  to  Yokohama.  A letter  from  Rid- 
dall;  he  is  bound  for  Tarawa  and  in  excellent  spirits. 

I dispatched  a number  of  letters,  to  the  Museum. 
American  Museum  Kobe,  Postmaster  Guam,  and  others. 

Also  cabled  the  Museum  to  "deposit  April  remit- 
tance National  City  Bank  New  York  Kobe  Japan." 

The  police  asked  me  to  turn  over  the  account  of 
Cornelius  to  him  to  be  forwarded  to  Btscheit  at  Ponape . 

Lang  and  I decided,  rather  than  be  debt  collectors, 
that  we  had  better  dispose  of  Cornelius.  The  latter  was 
bundled  aboard  the  'Kasuga'  and  forwarded  to  Ponape.  The  po- 
lice received  the  money  belonging  to  Cornelius. 

March  9 (Monday).  Ren  kohl.  .7ith  George  and 
Malaita  Jimmie  to  the  north  end  of  the  island  to  ^enkohl 
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where'  we  established  camp  in  the  house  of  Paulino--a  renegade 
Phillipino,  who  deserted  a sailing  ship  in  Spanish  times. 

We  will  make  a systemmatic  search  of  the  north  end  of  the 
island  first  and  then  work  toward  the  southward. 

There  is  an  abundance  of  swamp  land  along  the  fore- 
shore here  and  mountains  to  2000  feet  in  the  interior.  Te 
should  sight  something  if  it  is  here. 

March  10  (Tuesday).  Pen  Kohl.  These  last  two 
days  have  netted  nothing  of  interest.  We  have  a few  finches 

y* 

( Srythrura)  to  show  for  our  time  as  well  as  other  more  com- 
mon material.  I have  decided  to  add  a quantity  of  sea  birds 
to  the  collection  as  we  go  along. 

Sent  Jim  into  the  bush  to  set  snares  for  rails.  He 
also  agreed  to  go  into  the  mountains  and  listen  for  petrels. 
Malaita  Jim  is  the  hardest  working  boy  I have  ever  used. 
Charley  is  the  most  willing  but  hasn't  the  mentality  of  Jim. 

March  11  (Wednesday).  Pen  Kohl.  Jim  remained 
away,  leorge  and  I found  him  in  the  mountains  setting  traps. 
I left  a couple  of  pigeons  for  food  for  him.  Jim  would  just 
as  soon  live  off  the  bush.  He  complains  of  the  rats  that 
simply  swarm  through  the  bush  at  night.  Jim  also  found  a 

Afl.£  . 

flying  fox  which  iss  rare  on  th*-st  island*.  They  are  scarce 
indeed.  Since  1927  after  an  epidemic  of  measles  and  dysen- 
tery among  the  native  population.  The  flying  foxes  of  the 
island  died  in  thousands  so  that  now  it  is  very  doubtful 
whether  there  are  a dozen  specimens  to  be  found. 

This  sickness  did  not  affect  the  rats  which  have 
multiplied  into  millions. 
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March  12  (Thursday).  Pen  Kohl.  Into  the  mountains  again. 

I searched  diligently  for  the  mountain  starling, even  shot 
numbers  of  birds,  but  all  of  them  turned  out  to  be  the  com- 
mon lowland  form.  leorge  and  Jim  scaled  the  cliffs  looking 
for  stray  feathers  or  signs  of  petrels,  but  found  none. 

Those  probably  3hi  ft  around  from  one  end  of  the  island  to 
the  other.  Jim  has  had  no  luck  with  his  snares. 

The  three  of  us  spent  the  night  in  Jim's  leaf 
house  and  were  afforded  the  pleasure  of  hearing  netrels 
screaming  overhead  after  dark,  after  they  had  come  in  from 
the  sea.  7e  didn't,  however,  hear  them  go  out  to  sea  in  the 
morning  which  is  a good  indication  that  they  are  roosting 
farther  south  of  us. 

March  13  (Friday).  Pen  kohl.  Returned  to  the 
lowland  and  spent  the  whole  of  a cloudy  day  in  the  swamps. 
This  is  a most  discouraging  task  we  are  engaged  in,  espe- 
cially when  the  natives  hardly  know  one  bird  from  another. 

There  are  all  kinds  of  gardens  both  in  and  back 
of  the  swamps.  Surely  if  there  were  rails  around  some  one 
would  see  them. 

George  returned  with  another  wild  pig.  I dis- 
patched portions  to  Hermann,  police  master  and  the  ship. 

Jim  went  back  into  the  bush  for  the  night. 

March  14  (Saturday).  Kusaie.  Up  before  daylight 
and  to  a large  limestone  cave  where  I obtained  a large 
series  of  swifts,  with  the  aid  of  a horde  of  small  boys.  A 
few  biscuits  were  ample  reward  for  the  boys  and  satisfied 
them  immensely.  Jim  and  George  joined  me  whence  all  of  us 
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returned  to  the  ship.  Myself  to  bed  dog  tired.  I haven't 
much  reserve  to  fall  back  on  yet.  The  Chinaman  and  the  crew 
took  care  of  the  swifts  nicely. 

March  15  (Sunday).  Kusaie.  "Rained  continuously 
all  day.  Lang  during  the  past  week  has  had  more  iron  work 
chipped  and  most  of  the  upper  deck  work  painted.  Consider- 
able rain  has  hampered  the  work.  Charley  is  getting  on  well 
with  the  calking. 

March  16  (Monday).  Kusaie.  Day  of  continuous 
rain.  Engaged  in  labeling  specimens.  Crew  stringing  labels 
and  odd  jobs  around  the  ship.  Rewrapped  all  of  last  week's 
specimens.  It  is  impossible  to  take  much  cargo  with  one 
into  the  bush  as  the  Kusaie  natives  will  not  pack  gear. 

Maroh  17  (Tuesday).  Kusaie.  Another  day  of  rain 
and  wind  though  I did  spend  considerable  time  in  the  swamps 
in  the  interior  of  the  Lele  Island.  Hermann  tells  me  that  a 
German  expedition  collected  birds  on  Lele  prior  to  the  war. 
Unfortunately,  there  is  no  record  of  their  ornithological 
undertakings.  I presume  they  must  have  been  ethnologists 
and  anthropologists. 

Maroh  18  (Wednesday).  Kusaie.  leather  cleared 
and  crew  began  transporting  sails  and  gear  aboard  ship  again. 
Myself,  with  the  China  cook,  Charley  and  George  in  two 
canoes  to  the  south  end  of  Kusaie  where  we  will  establish 
camp  and  survey  there--thoroughly.  Reached  Port  Lottin  and 
Vemkohl  in  the  middle  of  the  afternoon  and  set  up  camp  in 
the  home  of  Edmund.  The  latter  is  a very  large  6 foot  na- 
tive, with  enormous  feet,  who  has  spent  many  years  in  the 
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phosphate  mines  on  Nauru  Island.  He  is  the  owner  of  a com- 
plete European  house,  but,  unfortunately,  is  deeply  re- 
ligious. He,  like  all  other  Kusians,  is  deathly  afraid  of 
work.  In  all  fairness  to  him  we  are  grateful  for  the  use 
of  his  house  which  will  oost  us  a dollar  a week. 

March  19  (Thursday).  Lottin.  Into  the  bush 
early  this  morning  after  I had  started  the  Chinaman  along 
the  beach  for  shore  birds  and  anything  else  he  can  find. 

If  the  lavt  will  not  cooperate  with  me,  I shall  have  to 
take  it  in  ray  own  hands. 

The  Oriental,  by  the  way,  is  afraid  of  the  bush, 
but  I shall  wean  him  to  it  in  time.  This  country  like  a 
lot  of  other  parts  on  the  island  is  ideal  for  birds.  Be- 
hind Edmuhd's  there  are  acres  and  acres  of  swamp  land,  na- 
tive gardens,  small  streams  and  low  scrub.  Back  into  the 
interior  one  encounters  mountains  running  up  to  over  2000 
feet  elevation.  Good  heavy  virgin  forest  is  found  every- 
where. On  the  slopes  of  the  mountains  isolated  grassland 
patches  harbor  finches  and  wild  jungle  fowl.  The  setting 
is  perfect,  only  the  birds  are  lacking. 

I spent  the  whole  day  in  the  bush,  to  return 
rather  late  with  only  a limited  bag  of  Ttilinopus  and  small 
birds.  The  Chinaman  had  had  a successful  d ay  with  reef 
herons  and  shore  birds  which  he  proceeded  to  skin  and  make 
up  in  good  order. 

Charley  and  Edmund  made  a foray  into  the  moun- 
tains for  breadfruit. 

Edmund  will  supply  our  table  with  native  foods  if 
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I will  contribute  pigeons  and  wild  pig  for  the  pot.  This 
arrangement  saves  us  a great  many  petty  misunderstandings. 

March  20  (Friday).  Lot  tin.  Into  the  swamp  all 
day,  but  with  the  usual  results.  Chinaman  shot  aman-o'- 
war  bird,  but  ruined  it  with  a second  shot  at  close  range. 
Continuous  rain. 

March  21  (Saturday).  Lottin.  In  a canoe  with 
George  out  into  the  ocean  this  morning  in  hopes  that  we 
might  intercept  petrels  caning  out  from  their  mountain  bur- 
rows. They  kept  too  high  in  the  air  for  us  so  that  we 
didn't  get  a shot  at  them.  Hundreds  of  terns  and  tropic  - 
birds  did  circle  low  over  the  water  around  the  canoe.  Re- 
turned to  the  swamp  and  began  a continuous  tramp  up  and 
down.  I must  have  covered  hundreds  of  acres  of  land  at 
this  business. 

March  22  (Sunday).  Lottin.  The  Oriental  with 
Charley  into  the  bush.  They  returned  shortly  before  noon 
with  a wild  pig.  Since  Edmund  and  this  brother  Kusians. 
spend  their  day  at  church  and  are  not  allowed  to  cook  on 
Sunday,  the  cook  Charley  and  I made  a mess  of  the  pig. 

To  continue  with  these  Kusaie  people.  They  cook 
their  Sunday  rations  on  Saturday  night  and  refrain  from 
all  tasks  until  Monday  morning.  I might  add  that  the  men 
do  all  of  the  cooking  and  housework  except  washing  clothes. 
This  ie  due  to  the  wonderful  influence  of  the  Sisters 
Baldwin. 

What  a lovely  sight  it  is  to  see  a big  6-foot, 
250-pound  man  w ashing  dishes  while  his  wife  sits  near  him. 
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reading  the  big  brute  choice  verses  from  the  scriptures. 

I am  losing  faith  daily, --the  Chinaman  never  had  any. 

March  23  (Monday).  Lottin.  Into  the  interior 
with  Ceorge  and  the  Chinaman.  Charley  into  the  bush  to  try 
his  hand  with  snares  for  rails.  Edmund  up  the  river  to  dig 
out  a quantity  of  bread  fruit  which  he  buried  over  a year 
ago.  This  stuff  stinks  to  the  high  heavens,  but  when  it  is 
kneeded  like  bread  dough  and  baked  in  leaves  over  hot  stones 
it  assumes  the  taste  of  hard  cheese.  I have  found  it  to  be 
very  palatable  though  too  generous  a quantity  gives  one  gas- 
tri  tis. 

The  whole  day  in  the  bush  but  only  a few  birds. 

;/e  were  forced  to  cut  out  own  trails  through  the  underbrush 
which  is  plentiful  everywhere.  Along  the  creek  bottom  one 
encounters  a mass  of  heavy  vegetation  that  should  harbor  a 
number  of  species  of  birds  but  apparently  does  not. 

The  wide  valley  behind  Edmund's  runs  about  two 
miles  into  the  interior  in  the  form  of  a large  ampitheatre. 
It  is  undoubtedly  a blown-out  crater  of  ages  past.  After 
one  leaves  the  seacoast  and  its  accompanying  native  houses 
and  gardens  there  is  nothing  but  virgin  forest,  swamp  and 
heavy  bush  growing  in  profusion.  Pew,  if  any,  natives  ever 
come  this  way.  They  prefer  to  use  a canoe  and  follow  around 
the  coast  line  rather  than  cut  across  the  island. 

After  one  reaches  the  head  of  the  valley  they  find 
that  the  mountains  rise  abruptly  in  the  form  of  steep  cliff* 
which  attain  a height  of  1500  to  2000  feet. 

It  is  in  these  cliffs  that  petrels  roost  and  also 
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probably  nest.  Oaohero,  the  Japanese  hunter,  showed  up 
again  this  evening  with  the  information  that  the  police 
had  sent  him  down  to  shoot  for  me.  I agreed  to  let  him 
stay  a few  days  and  see  what  he  could  do. 

March  24  (Tuesday).  Lottin.  All  of  us  hunting 
again.  Myself  around  the  edge  of  the  forest  and  the  swamp 
land.  During  the  day  I set  a number  of  rat  traps  in  likely 
places  where  I thought  a runway  might  be.  Built  three 
small  leaf  houses  where  I can  sit  at  intervals  and  watch 
the  country.  In  this  manner  I shot  the  first  migrant 
cuckoo  taken  here  (Eudynamis  tai  tensis) . 

George  and  Osehero  returned  late  with  very  poor 

material. 

March  25  (Wednesday).  Lottin.  Took  Charley  with 
me  and  worked  the  same  swamp  and  mountain  area.  This  is  a 
most  discouraging  effort.  Nothing  to  do  though,  but  keep 
going. 

George  and  Osehero  returned  late  again  with  a few 
big  pigeons  for  the  pot.  I wonder  whether  Osehero  isn't  a 
"practical  joke"  on  the  part  of  the  government  after  all. 

Stories  have  it  that  Osehero  sleeps  in  the  bush 
while  George  does  the  hunting. 

March  26  (Thursday).  lottin.  Sent  Osehero  back 
to  the  government  with  thanks.  I can  do  as  well  without 
him  and  save  myself  money  and  food. 

George  to  take  all  of  our  birds  back  to  the  ship 
and  return  with  a few  oommestibles  (salt,  tea,  sigar,  rice). 
Charley  and  Edmund  into  the  mountains  after  bread  fruit. 
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Myself  in  the  swamp  land  and  followed  in  a wes- 
terly direction  toward  Point  Lesson. 

The  Chinaman  is  doing  very  well  in  the  bush.  He 
goes  out,  shoots  a number  of  specimens  and  returns  to  work 
them  up. 

March  27  (Friday).  Lottin.  Back  into  the  moun- 
tains to  the  north' ard.  I found  only  small  birds,  also 
Ducula.  Ptilinopus  and  the  common  starling.  The  going  was 
unusually  tiring  with  no  trails  and  heavy  vines  everywhere. 
The  soil  is  of  heavy  clay  and  crumbling  stones.  That  in 
itself  was  not  difficult  to  get  over;  it  was  the  heavy 
mass  of  shrub  and  vines.  Heavy  forest  grows  everywhere  in 
profusion. 

March  28  (Saturday).  Lottin.  Took  Charley  with 
me  and  followed  along  the  tons  of  the  ridges  in  the  direc- 
tion of  Mount  Crozier.  7e  spent  the  whole  day,  &ot  num- 
bers of  starlings  but  found  no  indication  of  the  mountain 
ornis.  Ptilinopus  is  nesting  at  this  time.  I can  obtain 
only  males  and  those  keep  well  to  the  tops  of  very  high 
trees. 

March  29  (Sunday).  Spent  the  day  in  camp  checking 
and  labeling  specimens.  Our  results  so  far  have  been 
wretched.  There  are  apparently  few  species  on  the  island. 

At  night  into  the  bush  where  I sat  and  listened 
for  rails  or  night  calling  birds.  I encountered  nothing 
but  rats.  They  were  heard  squeaking  and  squealing  every- 
where. So  far  we  have  found  one  rat's  foot  in  the  rat 
traps  that  we  set  out. 
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March  30  (Monday).  Lottin.  George  returned  with 
a number  of  supplies  and  a note  from  Lang.  All  of  us 
hunting;  myself  into  the  8wamp  land  toward  the  westward. 

March  31  (Tuesday).  lottin.  I have  noticed  that 
George  carries  a little  notebook  around  with  him  in  which  he 
jot 3 down  an  item  or  two  now  and  then.  Presuming  that  George 
was  keeping  an  exacting  record  for  the  police,  I never 
bothered  him.  To-day  the  truth  came  out.  George  is  a 
preacher,  who  conscientiously  keeps  a record  of  his  re- 
ligious feelings,  the  better  to  enlighten  his  congregation 
on  Sundays.  One  must  admit  that  this  is  unique  for  this 
part  of  the  world. 

Edmund,  Charley  and  I to  the  cliffs  in  the  in- 
terior in  quest  of  petrels.  George  and  the  Chinaman  to 
collect  around  eaup. 

Our  party  tried  to  climb  the  face  of  the  cliffs 
but  without  success  so  we  built  a leaf  house  at  the  base 
of  the  largest  one  and  awaited  night  time  when  the  birds 
put  in  their  appearance.  Sure  enough  the  birds  did  put  in 
their  appearance  shortly  after  dark  and  spent  about  an 
hour  circling  and  calling  before  they  retired  to  their  bur- 
rows high  over  head.  I tried  several  times  to  shoot  one 
but  found  them  out  of  gun  range. 

April  1 (Wednesday).  Lottin.  The  petrels  came 
out  of  their  burrows  about  3 A.M.  and  circled  about 
screaming  and  calling  before  taking  off  to  the  sea.  I 
tried  again  to  shoot  them  but  had  no  success. 


We  spent  the  whole  day  with  the  aid  of  a rope 
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and  did  manage  to  olimb  one  cliff  where  we  found  one  empty- 
burrow  with  feathers  and  droppings  but  no  birds. 

I remained  on  the  side  of  one  cliff  until  long 
after  dark  but  could  get  no  bird  within  gun  shot  range. 
Charley  put  out  a few  snares  around  what  he  thought  were 
roosting  sites. 

April  E (Thursday).  lot  tin.  Our  pre-day  light 
efforts  were  as  discouraging  as  yesterday.  '.Ve  decided  to 
break  camp,  return  to  our  base  and  have  another  go  at  birds 
with  the  next  full  moon. 

During  this  trip  into  the  bush  we  took  absolutely 
no  food  of  any  kind.  Our  meals  consisted  of  broiled  and 
smoked  pigeons,  tubers  and  fish  and  eels  from  the  mountain 
streams.  Xusaie  is  a very  good  example  of  an  island  where 
one  dan  live  entirely  off  the  bush. 

Upon  reaching  camp,  found  Tommy  with  a note  from 
Lang  stating  that  my  presence  was  requested  at  a big  Japa- 
nese celebration  on  the  morrow  at  Lele. 

Seorge  and  the  Chinaman  have  been  busy  with  small 
birds  including  a few  sandpipers  from  the  reefs.  The 
Oriental  is  death  on  herons,  the  bodies  of  whioh  he  con- 
sumes with  relish. 

April  3 (Friday).  Lele.  Up  at  daylight  and 
hiked  the  5 miles  to  Lele  with  Tommy  and  Paulino.  There  I 
found  the  Japanese  were  having  a joint  celebration  of  the 
anniversary  of  the  coronation  of  the  first  Emperor  and  also 
the  completion  of  a big  road  around  Lele  Island.  Practi- 
cally everyone  on  the  island  was  gathered  to  partake  of 
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the  feast  and  witness  the  games. 

The  police  master  presided  over  an  eight-course 
dinner  which  preceded  contests  and  canoe  races  on  the  part 
of  the  natives.  The  Japanese  feel  quite  pleased  with  the 
road  but  the  natives  are  sullen  and  discontented  because 
they  have  had  to  work  two  day3  each  week  for  a number  of 
months  without  pay.  I can’t  say  that  the  road  will  serve 
any  purpose  except  as  a feather  in  the  cap  of  the  police 
master. 

April  4 (Saturday).  Lele.  Spent  the  day  on  the 
ship  going  over  specimens  and  questioning  varied  and  sun- 
dry natives.  They  tell  me  that  an  epidemic  of  1905  killed 
off  many  people  including  the  older  ones  who  knew  the  in- 
terior of  the  island.  They  admitted  that  since  Chris- 
tianity had  destroyed  their  beliefs  few  of  them  bothered 
about  their  old  customs  which  included  the  worship  of  the 
rail  (Nay  tai  mi  not). 

The  Captain  during  my  absence  has  been  engaged  on 
board.  The  deck  has  been  calked  throughout.  The  decks 
oiled  and  painted  twice.  The  sides  of  the  ship  scrubbed 
and  painted.  All  stores  from  ashore  have  been  brought  on 
board  and  the  vessel  hauled  away  from  the  wharf. 

A new  starboard  after  ohain  plate  has  been  made 
and  set  in  place  of  the  old  one  which  has  rusted  badly.  The 
ship  now  presents  a very  creditable  appearance. 

April  5 (Sunday).  To  lottin.  Easter  Sunday. 
Returned  to  South  Harbor  to  Edmund's  place  alone  and  to 
let  the  rest  of  the  party  assemble  tomorrow. 
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This  gave  me  the  afternoon  and  evening  in  the 
swamps  alone,  though,  unfortunately,  without  much  success. 

April  6 (Monday).  Lottin.  To  the  bush  alone. 

I had  a wonderful  day  just  observing,  it  looks  to  me  as 
though  there  isn't  a hope  of  finding  a rail  here. 

Mr.  Chung  Ho  Tack,  alias  "Hakko",  alias  Kong 

Kong,  shot  another  cuckoo.  He  is  as  pleased  as  punch  with 
himself. 

None  of  the  rest  of  the  party  have  appeared.  The 
Chinaman  showed  up  during  my  absence  from  somewhere.  I 
know  not  where  he  has  been. 

Spent  half  the  night  in  the  bush  again. 

April  7 (Tuesday).  Lottin,  Ceorge,  Paulino, 
Charley  and  Edmund  showed  up  this  morning.  The  first  two 
named  had  been  soundly  beaten  by  the  police  for  not  giving 
a full  report  of  my  activities.  Edmund  also  was  repri- 
manded for  not  working  on  the  roads,  but  because  of  his 
size  no  one  undertook  to  chastise  him. 

I remained  in  camp  to  prepare  specimens,  sleep, 
and  later  have  another  night  in  the  bush. 

April  8 (Wednesday).  Lottin.  George  and  Ho  tack 
hunting  in  the  interior.  They  returned  with  two  large 
flying  foxes  which  are  valuable  additions  to  our  meagre 
collections. 

Edmund  and  myself  to  the  swamps  and  bush  land  to 


the  south  of  VZafcapp  where  a native  told  us  he  had  seen  a 
ground  bird.  I am  afraid  this  young  man  has  been  pulling 
my  leg. 
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April  9 (Thursday).  Lottin.  Into  the  mountain 
area  where  I built  a leaf  house.  Then  at  night  I set  out 
2 lanterns  about  50  yards  equidistant  from  the  house  in 
hopes  that  if  something  passed  along  the  ground  I would  see 
it.  As  a matter  of  fact  I did  observe  a number  of  rats 
running  around  but  nothing  more. 

April  10  (Friday).  Lottin.  Remained  in  the  bush 
all  day  and  in  the  evening  tried  the  same  performance  of 
the  previous  night.  The  rats  are  so  bad  at  night  that  they 
will  run  over  one's  body  and  will  nibble  one's  fingers  if 
those  members  are  greasy. 

April  11  (Saturday).  lottin.  Continued  on  into 
the  mountains  and  made  another  house  in  a little  valley  be- 
tween two  small  ridges  at  about  1500  feet  elevation.  There 
I spent  the  day  and  the  night.  Fortunately  we  have  been 
having  good  weather  with  only  passing  showers. 

April  12  (Sunday).  Lottin.  Returned  to  camp  to 
find  the  place  deserted.  The  cook  in  my  absence  has  made 
up  a number  of  birds  including  terns  and  white  tailed  tropic- 
birds.  He  have  just  about  completed  our  series  of  birds 
from  this  island. 

Chinaman  returned  in  the  evening  and  reported 
that  he  had  been  to  church.  This  set  me  back  completely 
and  when  I asked  his  reason  for  such  conduct  learned  that 
a native  had  killed  a pig  and  had  taken  the  same  to  the 
Sunday  worship.  The  Chinaman  has  a nose  for  pig,  no  doubt 

e 

about  it. 

April  13-15  (Monday- Wednesday ) . Lottin. 
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Sent  Charley  back  to  the  ship  with  specimens  and  told  him 
to  send  Jimmie  (Malaita)  down  here.  Chinaman  to  remain  near 
oamp  and  do  the  best  he  can. 

Edmund  and  I into  the  mountains  again  with  a twelve 
gauge  shot  gun  and  one  20  gauge  also,  fe  saw  and  heard  the 
petrels  every  night  and  morning  but  were  not  successful  in 
obtaining  specimens.  Edmund  and  I did  succeed  in  scaling 
the  perpendicular  cliff  of  some  800  feet  height.  He  were 
able  to  climb  by  the  aid  of  small  bush  and  shrub  roots  that 
protrude  everywhere  but  the  looseness  of  the  soil  and  earth 
(a  conglomerate ) made  this  task  dangerous. 

/e  returned  to  our  base  late  Wednesday  night  to 
find  Jimmie  awaiting  us. 

April  16  (Thursday).  Mount  Orozier.  Edmund, 

Jim  and  I to  the  top  of  Mount  Crozier  in  the  center  of  the 
island.  We  had  a hard  day  working  our  way  up  to  the  steep 
sides  of  the  mountain.  The  soil  and  stones  are  very  loose. 
These  give  way  at  the  least  provocation.  By  pulling  our- 
selves from  tree  root  to  tree  root, for  the  whole  mountain  is 
forested  from  the  base  to  the  very  top,  we  were  able  to 
progress, 

I removed  my  shoes  and  socks, the  better  to  climb, 
and  was  bitten  on  feet  and  ankles  countless  times  by  big 
blaok  ants. 

On  the  flat  top  of  the  mountain  we  found  the 
dommon  starling  and  a few  Duoula.  No  other  birds  were  ob- 

€ 

served. 

The  trip  down  was  even  more  arduous  than  the 
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climb  up.  Several  years  ago  a Japanese  surveyor  lost  his 
life  when  he  fell  down  the  side  of  this  mountain.  Beached 
our  base  camp  well  after  dark. 

April  17  (Friday).  Sawokusa.  With  George  and 
Edmund  in  a canoe  to  the  southwest  comer  of  the  island  to 
see  what  we  could  find.  Jim  into  the  bush  to  set  more 
snares.  He  will  run  a line  of  them  and  be  gone  two  days. 
Chinaman  hunting  about  camp. 

April  18  (Saturday).  lottin.  Sent  George  off 
to  the  ship  with  specimens.  The  Chinaman  to  the  ship  to  re- 
main there.  I will  continue  on  for  a couple  of  weeks  longer 
in  the  off  chance  that  something  will  turn  up. 

There  is  no  hope  of  our  sailing  the  ship  out  of 
Chabrol  Harbor  with  the  northeast  wind  blowing  right  in  the 
mouth  of  the  harbor,  fe  will  have  to  await  the  end  of  the 
northeast  season  which  will  probably  be  a month  hence.  In 
the  meantime  I shall  continue  in  the  field,  cover  every  por- 
tion of  the  island  thoroughly  in  hopes  that  I can  locate 
the  rail  and  the  mountainjs tarling. 

April  19  (Sunday).  Lottin.  Jimmie  returned  from 
the  bush  very  wet  and  very  discouraged.  He  intimated  that 
I was  crazy  (’’long-long”)  for  continuing  any  longer.  Per- 
haps he  is  right. 

Nevertheless  I gave  Jim  a musket  and  sent  him 
back  into  the  bush  to  remain  for  several  days  and  tend  his 
traps. 

Myself  into  the  bush  alone  for  the  day.  I oan  see 
and  do  more  when  I am  alone.  This  being  a church  day  there 
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are  no  natives  about. 

April  20  (Monday).  Lottin.  Two  natives  from 
the  north  end  of  the  island  showed  up  this  morning  with  a 
petrel  which  they  had  captured  in  a chicken  coop  outside 
of  their  house.  It  seems  that  the  domestic  fowl  crows 
before  dawn  and  attracts  petrels  which  come  down  to  fight 
it.  The  wild  fowl  ( Sal  lus ) does  not  crow  before  dawn. 

It  is  odd  that, after  all  of  the  our  hunting,  the 
only  specimen  of  this  species  should  tangle  itself  up  in 
a wire  cage. 

Spent  the  day  in  the  interior  around  the  grass- 
lands where  I obtained  a few  more  type  Erythruyas  and  a 
number  of  wild  fowl.  The  fowl  have  interbred  with  the  do- 
mestic strains  so  badly  that  it  is  useless  to  save  them. 

To  a bush  lean-to  again  to-night  with  lanterns. 

April  21  (Tuesday).  lottin.  With  Edmund  and 
Greorge  moved  sleeping  effects  down  the  coast  to  Tavsa  not 
far  from  Inshiappu.  Jimmie  can  join  us  from  overland.  Here 
we  will  remain  a number  of  days,  set  out  traps  and  see  what 
will  develop. 

April  22  (Wednesday).  Tavsa.  Into  the  bush  and 
low  mountains  all  day.  There  is  plenty  of  swamp  here  both 
on  the  mainland  and  the  small  bordering  islands.  Not  many 
natives  live  here,  but  they  do  have  abundant  gardens.  All 
of  them  are  a part  of  Kavi ' s retinue. 

The  Captain  and  Belleu  called  with  the  small  boat 
and  outboard  motor.  They  brought  supplies  and  a little 
quinine  which  I shall  need  here  with  all  of  these  mosquitoes. 
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Jimmie  showed  up  overland  wi  thout  any  specimens, 
j-  gave  both  Jim  and  ndmund  a set  of  rat  traps  and  sent  them 
off  into  the  bush  again. 

April  27  (Thursday),  favsa.  Obtained  an  example 
of  Sul  a leuo  ogaster  this  morning.  There  are  3 of  them 
roosting  on  the  small  spit  of  land  where  we  are  camped. 

Spent  the  day  in  the  swamps, 

April  24  (Friday).  Another  girl  has  died  at  the 
mission  station.  This  makes  the  third  sinoe  we  have  come  to 
the  island.  The  dear  old  ladies  Baldwin  keep  the  girls 
looked  up  in  a wire  cage  to  protect  them  from  the  wicked 
boys  and  as  a consequence  the  girls  get  no  exercise.  As  a 
means  of  killing  off  the  race  I think  the  old  women  are  pro- 
gressing splendidly. 

Myself  back  into  the  low  mountains,  not  over  1200 
feet  elevation,  which  are  found  at  this  end  of  the  island. 
There  I found  the  common  pigeon  and  starlings  in  abundance 
but  not  much  other  material. 

April  25  (Saturday).  Tavsa.  Edmund,  George  and 
Jimmie  in  the  canoe  to  take  our  effeots  back  to  Edmund's 
house  while  I will  work  my  way  over  the  mountains.  I en- 
countered quite  a bit  of  rain  during  the  trip  and  spent  the 
night  in  the  bush. 

April  26  (Sunday).  Lottin.  Reached  Edmund ' s at 
noon  and  to  bed  with  a touch  of  fever.  George  and  Edmund 
have  gone  on  to  Lele,  leaving  Jimmie  here  in  camp.  The  lat- 
ter cooked  up  a fi  ne  pot  of  pigeon  soup  for  me  and  took  off 
to  the  bush  again. 
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April  27  (Monday).  Lottin.  Remained  in  bed  all 
day  with  fever.  Jimmie  showed  up  late  in  the  afternoon  wet 
and  tired  from  the  continuous  rain.  He  produced  an  unusual 
oatch  frcm  his  string  of  traps;  2 hind  legs  of  rats,  one  ear 
and  one  well- chewed  rat. 

I am  afraid  that  the  rats  have  overrun  the  island 
and  have  exterminated  the  rails.  There  is  no  plausible  ex- 
cuse for  the  lack  of  mountain  starlings  though. 

April  28  (Tuesday).  Lottin.  With  Jimmie  into  the 
mountain  again  to  have  one  last  stab  at  petrels.  ?e  camped 
in  the  old  spot  near  the  cliffs  where  we  had  seen  the  birds 
before.  Rain  hampered  us  at  night.  We  heard  nothing.  Evi- 
dently the  birds  do  not  cry  at  night  during  the  rain. 

April  29  (Wednesday).  Lottin.  Heard  one  petrel 
crying  about  5 in  the  morning  and  that  one  was  miles  away. 
Jimmie  spent  the  day  along  the  mountain  streams  catching 
3 eels.  They  make  excellent  food  except  that  they  are  full 
of  small  bones. 

At  night  we  heard  numbers  of  birds  and  even  saw 
two  flying  in  the  moonlight  but  we  couldn't  get  near  them 
with  the  diot  guns. 

April  30  (Thursday).  Lottin.  Our  birds  were  with 
us  again  before  daylight  but  no  luck  for  us.  Jimmie  advised 

(f 

a search  on  the  mountain  slopes  opposite^which  we  called  3 
mountains'!  I thought  a visit  to  that  area  a good  idea  so 
both  of  us  crossed  the  valley  to  those  slopes.  There  we 
built  a lean-to  inside  the  roots  of  a big  tree  and  awaited 
the  night. 
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Sure  enough  we  heard  petrels  after  dark  and  thought 
we  located  their  roosting  site.  Unfortunately,  the  sides  of 
the  ridges  were  so  steep  we  couldn't  progress  very  rapidly 
after  dark. 

May  1 (Friday).  Lot  tin.  Jimmie  and  I to  work 
along  the  cliffs  hunting  for  roosting  sites.  Je  found  a num- 
ber of  small  ledges  with  cavities  which  had  been  lined  with 
grasses  and  in  which  droppings  and  an  occasional  feather  were 
present.  There  were  egg  shells  or  indications  of  nesting 
bi rds. 

Edmund  and  14  of  his  friends  showed  up  on  their 
way  to  a wedding.  They  had  learned  that  we  were  in  the  moun- 
tains and  came  up  for  a look.  Now  after  all  of  these  months, 

I was  told  that  the  old  Kusaie  people  came  to  these  cliffs 
in  times  past  to  snare  petrels  for  their  ceremonials. 

Way  in  the  devil  the  natives  didn't  tell  me  of  this 
before  is  beyond  me.  I shall  never  understand  the  workings 
of  the  native  mind. 

All  of  the  boys  scattered  themselves  along  the 
sides  of  the  cliffs  armed  with  clubs  to  await  the  dusk  and 
the  arrival  of  petrels. 

This  was  a splendid  setting  except  for  the  rain. 
After  dark  not  one  confounded  petrel  let  out  a squawk  and  we 
had  all  of  our  labor  for  nothing. 

May  2 (Saturday).  Lottin.  Torrents  of  rain  during 
the  night.  At  daylight  all  of  us  were  so  wet  and  cold  we 
concluded  to  get  back  to  Edmund's  house. 

fhen  we  reached  the  river  valley  we  learned  that  the 
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torrents  of  rain  had  flooded  the  rivers  and  streams  to  suoh 
an  extent  that  we  had  to  wort  our  way  back  along  the  ridges 
and  spend  a whole  dey  covering  a distance  we  should  have 
traversed  in  a few  hours. 

Heaohed  the  camp  at  5 P.M.  to  find  Tommy  with  a 
note  from  Lang  and  also  a cable  and  2 letters  from  the  Mu- 
seum. I concluded  to  break  camp  the  first  thing  in  the 
morning  and  return  to  the  ship. 

May  3 (Sunday).  Lele.  Broke  camp  at  daylight 
and  away  to  the  ship  which  I reached  at  9 A.M.  Pound  the 
vessel  the  cleanest  it  ha3  ever  been  since  I joined  the  ex- 
pedition. 

The  Yawata  Maru  has  been  in  port  and  out  again 
for  Jabuit  in  the  Marshall  Islands. 

A cable  from  the  Museum  advising  me  to  "oable 
telegraph  office  at  Guari  regarding  date  of  your  arrival  and 
instructions  about  mail  and  freight  held  there — Murphy.” 

I have  already  cabled  and  written  Guam,  but  these 
instructions  have  probably  been  held  up  somewhere  along  the 
line. 

There  were  also  2 letters  from  the  Museum  under 
date  of  January  19,  1931,  and  February  4,  1931.  Apparently 
I have  missed  some  letters  as  I note  the  following  in  my 
communications  received:  "As  you  know  from  my  last  commu- 
nication it  has  been  decided  to  wind  up  the  field  work  during 
1931,  and  you  are  to  make  your  plans  accordingly  and  also 
to  see  what  might  be  realized  from  the  sale  of  the  schooner 
about  next  January." 
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There  is  nothing  to  do  but  wait  until  we  can  reach 
Guam  and  see  what  mall  is  awaiting  us  there. 

Mrs.  Shura  Hermann  came  off  to  the  ship  and  told  me 
she  had  3een  a rail  a number  of  times  in  the  swamps  back  of 
the  ruins  on  Lele.  I went  with  her  in  the  evening  and  ob- 
tained a specimen  which  she  pointed  out.  The  bird  was  nothin* 
but  the  migrant  plover,  Gharadri us. 

May  4 (Monday).  Lele.  Remained  on  the  ship 
working  up  notes  and  packing  specimens.  Sent  the  whole 
crew  off  into  the  swamp  on  Lele  to  put  out  traps  and  snares. 
The  ship  is  now  ready  for  sea — well  cleaned  and  painted 
throughout.  We  have  only  to  wait  a ^ift  in  the  wind  that 
will  carry  us  out  of  the  harbor. 

Hermann  seems  to  think  that  his  outboard  motors 
will  pull  us  out  when  the  time  comes,  but  that  is  very  doubt- 
ful. 

May  5 (Tuesday).  Lele.  The  crew  caught  parts  of 
rats  in  their  traps  last  night  but  no  signs  of  rails. 

Sent  Tommy  and  Jimmie  off  across  the  bay  to  run  a 
trap  line  into  the  interior  along  the  Innemu  River.  Those 
two,  both  Malaita  boys,  are  the  most  promising  bird  men  among 
the  complement.  As  long  as  we  are  here  there  is  always  a 
hope  of  getting  specimens. 

May  6 (Wednesday).  Lele.  Captain  and  part  of  the 
crew  finished  painting  at  noon.  Every  portion  of  the  ship 
has  two  coats  now  including  all  of  the  rigging.  The  masts 
and  spar3  likewise  have  had  two  coats  of  varnish. 
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lent  over  all  of  my  accounts  with  Mr.  Hermann 
ashore.  All  of  the  work;  done  here  has  cost  me  only  $400. 
That  is  dirt  cheap  for  what  has  been  accomplished  in  the 
way  of  putting  the  vessel  in  tip-top  order. 

Edmund  and  George  have  gone  back  into  the  moun- 
tains to  make  another  attempt  at  getting  petrels. 

May  7 (Thursday).  Lele.  Mr.  Hermann  is  plan- 
ning on  returning  to  San  Francisco  via  Japan  with  the  next 
steamer.  This  gives  me  an  opportunity  to  forward  a long 
letter  to  Dr.  Murphy  with  an  assurance  also  that  that 
epistle  will  reach  him.  Under  date  of  May  7 I wrote  as 
follows: 

Kusaie- -Carolines 
May  7,  1931 

My  dear  Dr.  Murphy: 

I am  in  receipt  of  your  message,  "Gable 
telegraph  office  at  Guam  regarding  date  of  your  arrival 
and  instructions  about  mail  and  freight  held  there.  Murphy." 
The  cable,  dated  April  8th,  reached  me  here  May  2nd.  Having 
previously  notified  the  authorities  in  Guam  by  letter  of  my 
intentions,  I am  presuming  that  the  instructions  were  mis- 
laid in  transit.  The  case  is  also  true  of  the  American 
Consul  in  Kobe. 

"Our  Little  Yellow  Brother,"  though  very  courteous 
and  polite,  can  be  deemed  obstinate  and  contrary  at  times. 
My  present  position  doesn't  permit  me  to  disclose  my  inner- 
most feelings.  Though  I will  say  that  more  recent  events 
indicate  that  he  has  settled  down  somewhat  and  accepts  the 
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personnel  of  the  vessel  as  poor  unfortunate  "Bug-men," 
who  are  quite  harmless. 

I must  remind  you  of  my  cable  of  March  8th., 
"Deposit  April  remittance  National  Oity  Bank  of  New  York— 
Kobe  Japan."  It  is  imperative  that  this  and  future  allot- 
ments be  deposited  in  the  National  Gi ty  Bank  of  New  York. 
Kobe.  Japan.  There  are  no  banks  in  the  Caroline  Islands. 
Work  must  be  done  by  Postal  Money  Order,  with  the  money  in 
a central  institution.  Therefore:  The  National  City  Bank 
of  New  York  of  Kobe  Japan.  Cable  Address:  "Citibank 
Kobe,"  will  be  the  recipient. 

The  expedition  will  leave  Kusaie  about  the  middle 
of  May  and  proceed  to  Guam  which  we  anticipate  reaching  by 
June  1st.  I propose  to  leave  the  vessel  in  3-uam  for  a short 
time  to  undergo  minor  repairs  and  to  be  slipped  while  I will 
proceed  via  Saipan  to  Palau.  The  schooner  will  join  me  in 
Palau  shortly  afterward. 

The  Governor  General  of  the  Japanese  Mandate  re- 
turns from  Parliament  the  later  part  of  May  and  I wish  to 
settle  once  and  for  all  my  status  here, --the  absolute  ne- 
cessity of  working  the  small  islands  and  the  matter  of  the 
Japanese  Liaison  Officer.  Having  been  in  here  long  enough 
to  give  his  subordinate  several  books  full  of  data  including 
my  "daily  report"  of  places  collected  etc.,  my  birthright 
and  my  maiden  name,  I may  have  created  a favorable  impres- 
sion. 

The  programme  for  the  future  consists  of  Palau 
and  environs.  Yap,  Truk,  small  islands  around  Ponape  and 
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islands  between  Ponape  and  Kusaie,  etc.  I would  suggest 
that  in  the  future  you  address  your  e cram  unications  to  me 
Palau  Yap  Truk,  and  let  them  came  in. 

Mr.  A.  V.  Herman,  who  is  the  trader  here  in 
Kusaie,  is  returning  to  the  States  at  this  time.  He  has 
very  kindly  agreed  to  post  this  letter  in  San  Francisco. 

This  is  a much  looked  for  opportunity  as  it  hastens  my  re- 
port. 

Copies  of  your  letter  of  January  19th  and  February 
4th,  reached  me  here  May  1st.  I must  tell  you  that  this  is 
the  first  connection  I have  had  with  you  since  last  July, 
(1930).  Upon  my  arrival  at  Ponape,  I was  told  by  local 
residents  that  4 letters  addressed  to  me  (and  from  the  Mu- 
seum) had  been  in  the  Post  O^fioe  awaiting  my  arrival.  I 
asked  for  these  several  times  and  enlisted  the  aid  of  the 
Chief  of  Police  but  learned  that  none  of  the  postal  force 
could  give  me  any  enlightenment.  It  is  little  wonder  though 
when  one  sees  all  foreigner's  mail  dumped  into  a huge  basket 
and  shoved  out  on  the  front  steps  for  the  rank  and  file  to 
fight  over.  I have  actually  seen  letters  there  addressed  to 
places  in  Canada.  All  this  prompted  me  to  have  ours  with- 
held and  later  transferred  to  Guam. 

The  shipment  of  specimens  is  another  problem.  I 
fully  realize  the  inadvisability  of  holding  skins  for  a 
length  of  time  when  they  are  anticipated  at  the  museum. 
Interest  oan  quickly  lag  when  material,  is  not  forthcoming. 
But  in  the  present  oaseja  little  patience  is  most  expedient. 

There  will  be  four  cases  to  ship  from  Guam  upon 
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arrival.  These  are  metal  lined,  air  tight  containers  which 
should  assure  a safe,  satisfactory  transit.  I make  no  ex- 
cuses for  the  skins.  Some  of  them  are  not  to  my  liking  but 
I believe  you  will  find  all  of  them  clearly  and  carefully 
labeled,  and  in  most  oases  of  a good  substantial  series. 

Let  me  review  with  you,  briefly,  the  events  of 
the  pa3t  months.: 

Hamlin  left  Samarai , Papua,  August  8th,  for  New 
York.  The  Prance  sailed  August  14th,  for  Tulagi  and  reached 
that  port  September  1st,  after  a stormy  passage.  One  half 
of  the  main  rigging  carried  away. 

In  Tulagi  the  main  rigging  was  replaced,  as  many 
stores  as  possible  purchased,  3 men  added  to  the  crew,  in- 
cluding a Chinese  cook  at  5 pounds  per  month,  "the  Chinaman 
turned  out  to  be  a good  bird  skinner)  and  a Chinese  engineer 
was  considered.  He  was  given  a trial  but  proved  unsatis- 
factory. The  above  unscrewed  the  plug  of  the  sea-cock  in 
the  engine  room,  became  excited  and  dropped  that  valuable 
piece  of  metal  into  the  bilges,  which  caused  us  sundry  com- 
plications . 

The  Prance  sailed  from  Tulagi  September  17th,  with 
Captain  Lang,  myself  and  John  Boyd  Riddall  in  the  cabin,  a 
Chinese  cook  and  5 men  forward.  .7e  put  in  at  Gower  Island 
for  three  days,  on  the  18th,  to  obtain  fire-wood,  trim  the 
ship,  which  was  down  by  the  head,  and  give  things  a last 
overhaul.  I collected  on  Gower. 

September  24th,  we  anchored  inside  Roncador  Reef 
and  gave  that  a survey  but  found  it  disappointing.  Ye  pro- 
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oeeded  to  Onto ng/  Java,  reached  there  September  27th,  and  re- 
mained two  weeks.  I collected  everything  the  Atoll  had  to  of- 
fer. 22  species. 

October  10th,  we  sailed  for  Ponape  with  a fair  wind 
that  carried  us  all  of  the  way.  !Ye  had  very  light  breezes  at 
times  but  they  were  always  behind.  I obtained  6 all  black 
petrels  enroute  whioh  may  be  valuable.  I can't  identify  them 
from  material  at  hand. 

Sunday  evening  October  26th,  we  reached  Ponape  and 
began  our  work  in  the  Northern  Hemisphere.  There  is  no  need 
for  me  to  elaborate  on  the  petty  worries  and  annoyances  that 
greeted  us,  the  various  attempts  made  to  shoo  us  out.  The 
fact  remains  that  we  established  ourselves  and  were  permitted 
to  do  our  work.  Toward  the  last  everyone  brought  out  the 
King's  English  and  the  Pseudo-Sherlock  Holmes'  retired  to 
their  insular  duties.  The  Government  appointed  a native  guide 
for  me,  at  my  expense  of  course,  but  would  not  and  will  not 
permit  the  natives  to  hunt  for  me.  I an  required,  among  other 
things,  to  make  out  and  file  a daily  report  of  my  activities. 
These  are  slight  inconveniences. 

Ponape  was  hard  going.  There  are  no  reads  or  trails 
in  the  mountains.  <7e  out  our  own.  At  that  we  collected  every 
thing  but  a male  example  of  the  owl  and  the  petrel.  Those 
blessed  petrels  or  shearwaters  will  be  my  undoing. 

Birds  are  scarce.  The  Duoula,  Ptilinopus  and  the 
grass-finch  Erythruva  are  practically  extinct.  The  former 
two  are  taken  for  food  and  the  later  sent  to  the  Aviaries 
in  Japan  and  elsewhere.  People  just  will  eat  everything  that 
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they  oan  get  their  hands  on.  4 or  5 professional  bird 
hunters  with  their  boys  formerly  averaged  75  to  100  Duoulas 
per  day  eaoh  which  netted  a handsome  profit  at  $0.15  each. 
Now  they  are  lucky  to  average  4 or  5 a day.  More  recently 
the  pendulum  has  swung  to  starlings  and  cocoa-nut  parrots. 
I did  gratify  your  desire  for  mountain  starlings  with  a 
series  of  60.  That  was  my  best  work  on  Ponape. 

Tuesday,  January  6th,  we  sailed  for  Kusaie, 
reaohing  there  the  13th.  The  second  day  after  our  arrival 
I developed  blood  poisoning  in  my  left  hand.  (There  is  a 
poisonous  plant  on  the  island  that  I must  have  come  in  con- 
tact with  on  my  first  foray  into  the  bush,  not  knowing  it). 
It  was  six  weeks  before  I was  able  to  resume  hunting.  Mr. 
Hiddall,  my  assistant,  played  horse  while  I was  incapaci- 
tated and  earned  his  dismissal.  Returning  to  the  hunting, 

I took  my  guide  and  systemmat ioally  worked  the  island.  I 
covered  every  range  of  mountains  to  the  tops  of  the  high 
peaks  and  scoured  all  of  the  swamps  and  middle  forest.  The 
results  have  been  very  disappointing.  I am  fully  convinced 
that  there  is  no  mountain  starling  unless  you  oan  pick  out 
a difference  in  the  50  starlings  I am  sending  you. 

The  starling  is  one  of  the  most  common  of  the  few 
birds  on  the  island  and  is  found  everywhere.  They  travel 
in  little  flocks  of  2 to  5 or  6.  All  have  the  same  call 
notes  and  the  same  color  of  iris  at  sill  elevations.  I have 
found  remarkable  variation  in  them  from  the  juvenile  plu- 
mage to  the  adult. 

As  for  the  rail,  I have  tried  everything.  I have 
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set  traps  (rat-traps)  in  the  swamps  and  taro  patches.  I 
have  cleared  places  and  put  out  lanterns  which  I oould 
watch  from  a log  at  night.  Have  gone  alone  into  the 
forest  to  listen  for  a call  note  and  have  heard  nothing 
but  the  activities  of  bush  rats.  My  Malaita  boys  have  put 
out  the  native  grass  rope  traps  that  they  use  on  their  own 
island  to  catch  rails  with.  I have  discovered  no  tracks, 

I have  discovered  nothing. 

The  Kusaie  natives  all  say  that  they  have  heard 
their  forefathers  speak  of  the  rail  but  none  have  seen 
one,  save  the  local  native  pastor  who  claims  that  he  ob- 
served one  some  15  years  or  more  ago.  On  the  other  hand, 

I have  learned,  only  just  recently,  that  the  Kusaie  rail 
is  the  native  devil  and  everyone  was  and  still  is  afraid 
of  it.  You  know  the  native,  no  amount  of  Christianity  can 
dislodge  his  inherited  beliefs.  He  professes  anything  and 
the  white  man  learns  only  a part  of  his  innermost  feelings. 

I am  going  to  return  to  Kusaie  with  the  bird  net 
and  my  Japanese  assistant.  I don't  relish  the  word  incom- 
plete written  against  a piece  of  work  any  more  than  you  do. 

Birds,  as  a whole,  on  Kusaie  are  few.  I have  a 
large  series  of  the  endemic  species  and  will  in  the  future 
increase  the  individual  series  to  50  and  60.,  because  this 
is  the  last  chance.  Petrels  have  given  me  no  end  of  worry 
again.  I have  made  5 trips  to  different  cliffs  in  hopes 
that  with  ropes,  flashlights  and  shot-guns,  I could  collect. 
But  as  they  are  not  nesting  at  this  time  and  appear  to  change 
their  roosting  site  to  fit  the  occasion,  I have  been  awarded 
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with  ^ust  on9  specimen.  This  one  should  prove  to  be  a phase 
of  the  dusky  shearwater.  I'll  master  this  petrel  business 
before  I'm  thru. 

The  Kusaieian  isn't  a salt  waterman,  he  isn't  a 
buafaman.  He  is  a Christian.  His  only  trips  into  the  moun- 
tains are  for  wild  pigs  and  breadfruit.  He  is  lazy  and  full 
of  the  Gospel.  As  an  assistant, he  is  worthless. 

Kusaie  has  them  all  beat  for  hard  traveling.  The 
bush  is  a wilderness  of  shambles  and  the  mountains  stand  on 
end.  We  olimbed  many  of  them  by  the  tree  root  method. 

You  can  not  imagine  my  chagrin  upon  learning  that 
the  expedition  will  close  down  at  the  end  of  1931.  I had 
hoped,  at  the  very  least,  for  several  years  more.  Times  are 
hard  and  Nations  are  unsettled  thruout  the  world  but  at  the 
same  time  prices  of  commodities  are  falling.  Why  now,  of  all 
times,  when  the  work  is  not  completed  and  actual  conditions  * 
indicate  that  either  the  birds  must  be  acquired  at  this  time 
or  they  never  can  be. 

In  the  Carolines,  the  expedition  is  at  least  30 
years  behind  schedule.  In  other  groups,  though  we  presume 
the  toll  has  not  been  quite  so  pronounced  as  here,  the  ad- 
vent of  the  white  man  with  hisjolantati  ons , etc.,  plus  the 
introduction  of  cats,  rats,  dogs  and  the  like,  have  brought 
serious  changes  which  grow  in  magnitude  as  days  lapse  one 
upon  the  other. 

All  of  the  Japanese  Mandate  can  not  be  completed 
by  Deoember.  What  of  the  islands  off  the  coast  of  New 
Guinea,  the  Admiralities  and  others  of  that  region  which  are 
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thoroughly  familiar  to  the  Captain?  These  must  be  worked 
with  a vessel.  Choiseul  might  be  visited  again  with  profit, 
especially  the  eastern  side  which  is  practically  unknown. 
Then  there  are  the  last  islands  of  the  Hebrides,  the  Loyal- 
ties, etc.,  etc.,  which  must  be  collected  before  a thorough 
survey  of  the  Pacific  can  be  compiled. 

To  hesitate  now,  wind  up  the  expedition,  then 
start  over  again  in  a few  years  incurs  not  only  additional 
waste  and  expense  but  also  the  loss  of  time  over  obstacles 
that  any  leader  must  hurdle  in  the  beginning.  Any  man 
coming  to  a new  field  is  green  and  inexperienced.  He  must 
and  will  make  mistakes  that  only  time  teaches  him  to  ward 
against.  I could  hold  forth  at  great  length  on  this  subject. 

To  dispose  of  the  vessel  and  later  attempt  the 
"large  islands"  as  a land  unit,  as  some  advocate,  isn't  all 
that  the  story  books  credit  it  to  be.  The  difference  between 

the  two  systems  is  apparent  in  the  final  results The  kinds 

of  and  the  condition  of  the  specimens  resting  in  the  museum. 

The  Prance  is  now  in  fairly  good  condition.  By 
dint  of  hard  work,  the  Captain  and  crew  have  given  the 
vessel  a good  general  overhaul  from  stem  to  stern,  in- 
cluding the  hold  which  has  been  thoroughly  emptied  out, 
cleaned  and  painted.  The  decks  have  been  calked  thruout 
and  painted.  New  forerigging  in  Guam,  plus  other  minor  re- 
pairs, will  give  us  a fairly  sound  vessel  to  continue  the 
work  wish. 


The  Captain  and  I,  by  the  most  rigid  economy. 
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feel  that  we  can  take  the  expedition  thru  the  year  1932  on 
the  sum  of  $9000.  If  you  will  deposit  that  sun  in  the  Bank- 
The  National  City  Bank  of  New  York  at  Kobe,  Japan-- January 
1st,  1932,  you  need  not  think  of  us  again  until  the  speci- 
mens come  in.  7/e  will  make  our  sacrifices  and  combat  our 
own  difficulties  but  I can  assure  you  that  we  will  never 
encumber  you  with  than. 

I should  like,  only  too  well,  to  continue  making 
a careful  systemmatio  survey  of  each  island  as  I come  to 
it.  I do  not  believe  in  mass  production,  or  a mad  rush 
thru  a group  just  to  fill  boxes  and  cover  ground. 

Prom  Cuam  we  will  send  notes,  specimens,  accounts 
and  reports.  Don't  worry  about  us- -we  are  in  excellent 
spirits  and  plugging  along, --all  sails  set. 

Best  wishes, 

(Signed)  William  P.  Coultas 

P.S.  Mr.  A.  V.  Herrman,  whose  American  address  is,  3807 
Maple  Avenue,  Oakland,  California,  is  leaving  the  States 
about  the  middle  of  July  to  return  thru  the  Carolines  to 
Kusaie  and  if  you  should  have  a word  for  me,  he  can  very 
easily  bring  the  same  to  me. 

May  8 (Friday).  Lele.  To  work  at  labelling 
specimens  most  of  the  day.  Also  into  the  swamps  on  Lele 
to  have  a look  at  the  boys'  traps. 

Crew  away  all  day  on  the  mainland  cutting  fire- 
wood. We  will  fill  the  ship  and  get  ready  for  sea.  The 
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northeast  is  still  blowing  fresh  outside  and  suoh  a swell 
is  coining  in  the  passage  that  we  haven't  a hope  of  getting 
out  under  these  conditions. 

May  9 (Saturday).  Lele.  lith  Hermann  to  go  over 
the  engine  bed  and  take  a number  of  measurements.  Since 
Hermann  is  going  to  San  Francisco  there  is  a possibility  he 
can  do  something  for  us  in  that  port,  should  Guam  not  be 
able  to  repair  our  present  machine.  Hay  Meyers  has  had  a 
good  look  at  the  present  engine  and  has  convinced  us  he  can 
do  nothing  with  it. 

Captain  Lang  in  bed  with  a large  island  sore  on 

his  leg. 

May  10  (Sunday).  Lele.  Jimmie  and  Tommy  returned 
from  the  bush  with  the  announcement  that  they  had  set  a long 
line  of  traps.  They  can  alternate  one  each  day  visiting  the 
traps.  Should  anything  become  entangled  in  these  snares  there 
is  always  the  probability  that  rats  will  devour  it  before 
the  snares  are  visited. 

Yeather  bright  and  clear.  Myself  engaged  on  board 

ship. 

May  11  (Monday).  Lele.  The  s/s  Yaw  at  a Mar  u in 
at  daylight.  Captain  and  I on  board  to  get  a check  on  the 
chronometer  which  we  found  to  be  in  good  order.  Also  to 
send  a cable  to  Postmaster  Guam  advising  him  to  hold  mail 
and  supplies  for  us. 

Mr.  Hermann  got  away  with  the  ship  for  Japan  and 
the  States. 

Crew  engaged  bringing  firewood  aboard. 
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May  12  (Tuesday).  lele.  Spent  the  day  packing 
specimens  in  the  tin-lined  cases.  I found  that  a few  speci- 
mens of  Ducula  have  had  their  fleshy  knobs  eaten  by  ants. 
This  is  one  of  the  very  occasions  when  ants  have  molested 
specimens. 

Captain  back  in  bed  with  his  sore  leg.  He  abused 
that  member  too  much  yesterday. 

May  13  ( Wednesday  ) . Lele.  All  day  with  cases  of 
birds.  7e  have  four  large  cases  soldered,  sealed  and  sten- 
ciled ready  for  New  York.  Put  thejpases  in  the  hold  under 
the  main  cabin  to  assure  their  safety. 

Crew  engaged  scrubbing  the  hull  of  the  vessel 
under  water.  7e  supplied  them  with  diving  glasses  and  the 
outer  husk  of  coconut.  Considerable  rain  to-day. 

May  14  (Thursday).  Lele.  Ceorge  and  Edmund  re- 
turned from  the  mountains.  They  had  no  luck  with  birds. 

I paid  them  off  after  trying  to  get  Edmund  to  sign  on  as 
ship's  crew.  Edmund  would  not  become  a member  of  our  staff. 

Myself  into  the  river  bottom  with  Jimmie  to  have 
a look  at  the  snares.  Obtained  a number  of  pigeons  for  the 
police  master  and  the  doctor.  A little  grease  sanetimes 
goes  a long  ways. 

May  15  (Friday).  Lele.  Continuous  rain3  all  day. 
,7e  are  hoping  that  this  is  the  break  up  of  the  northeast 
season.  Myself  in  the  swamp  back  of  Lele. 

Crew  into  the  bush  for  long  creepers  and  vines 
that  we  can  use  for  mast  hoops. 

May  16  (Saturday).  Lele.  Heavy  rains  all  day 
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but  no  shift  in  wind.  Grew  engaged  filling  water  tanks. 

May  17  (Sunday).  Lele.  More  rain  to-day.  The 
Caotain  still  down  with  his  sore  leg.  Myself  composing 
bird  notes. 

May  18  (Monday).  Lele.  Crew  engaged  aboard 
ship  at  odd  jobs.  Captain  still  in  his  bunk  fretting  and 
grumbling  over  his  leg. 

Vshore  to  ascertain  when  Meyers  will  hitch  his 
motors  up  and  try  to  pull  us  out  of  the  harbor.  He  is  in 
the  dumps  since  Hermann  left  and  apparently  is  doing  nothing. 
The  natives  pay  no  attention  to  Meyers  but  take  their  or- 
ders from  Hermann's  dark  wife,  which  is  bad  for  every  one. 

Meyers,  we  know,  is  a good  looking  young  man  who 
likes  to  be  coaxed,  but  at  the  same  time  it  is  like  pulling 
teeth  for  me  to  do  it.  I suppose  I have  too  much  pride  for 
my  own  good  at  times. 

May  19  (Tuesday).  Lele.  After  a great  deal  of 
persuasion  accompanied  by  tears  in  my  eyes  as  big  as 
Kohinoor  diamonds  Meyers  brought  his  7>  outboard  motors  and 
tried  to  pull  the  ship.  He  did  get  us  well  up  toward  the 
mouth  of  the  harbor,  but  as  soon  as  the  swell  caught  the 
vessel  we  made  no  progress  forward.  This  was  a terrible 
humiliation  to  Meyers  who  felt  confident  he  could  walk  the 
ship  out  of  the  harbor  whenever  he  wanted  to. 

For  us,  this  meant  that  we  would  have  to  get  the 
mail  steamer  to  tow  us  out  or  else  wait  until  the  westerly 
winds  set  in.  Should  we  wait  for  the  latter,  there  is  no 

telling  how  or  when  we  would  find  our  way  to  Guam. 
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A proper  sailing  vessel  which  is  not  cut  astern  to 
accommodate  a propeller  might  sail  out  of  the  harbor  under 
the  most  favorable  conditions.  The  'France,'  though,  cannot 
beat  to  windward  as  she  "crabs"  too  badly.  That  is  she  goes 
forward  and  sideways  at  the  same  time. 

May  20  (Wednesday).  Lele.  Ashore  all  day  with 
the  police  trying  to  get  them  to  issue  us  a clearance  and  a 
health  report.  They  wanted  me  to  go  to  Fonape  and  get  my 
papers  there,  but  I would  have  none  of  it.  Finally,  toward 
evening  the  powers  weakened. 

I called  upon  two  Japanese  who  have  outboard  mo- 
tors and  enlisted  their  aid  when  we  have  a day  of  calms.  If 
we  could  get  out  of  the  harbor  mouth  we  should  be  able  to 
make  head  way  along  the  edge  of  the  reefs  to  southward. 

May  21  (Thursday).  Lele.  What  we  thought  was 
our  chance  came  early  this  morning  with  a flat  calm.  We 
rigged  up  five  canoes  vith  outboard  motors  and  about  50  na- 
tive paddlers.  We  almost  got  the  ship  out  when  the  wind 
freshened  and  stopped  us.  It  was  neoessary  to  turn  back 
and  anchor  in  the  same  spot. 

Myself  ashore  in  the  bush  all  afternoon. 

May  22  (Friday).  Lele.  Wind  freshened  again. 

Sent  the  crew  ashore  for  more  firewood.  I shall  stock  up  on 
native  foods  just  as  fast  as  I can  get  them.  We  are  stuck 
here  so  must  make  the  most  of  it. 

Myself  across  the  bay  to  the  river  bottoms  again. 

May  23  (Saturday).  Lele.  Got  hold  of  Meyers  and 
took  him  into  the  bush  with  me.  Poor  man  is  morbid  and 
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homesick.  He  acts  like  a apanked  puppy  dog,  tells  me  that 
the  natives  don't  appreciate  him. 

Crew  brought  their  firewood  aboard  at  noon  and 
finished  for  the  day. 

May  24  (Sunday).  Lele.  Aboard  ship  working  on 
Ponape  notes.  Weather  fine  with  fresh  easterly  breeze. 

May  25  (Monday).  Lele.  Another  week  begins  and 
we  have  no  indication  of  getting  away.  Wind  still  fresh  and 
easterly.  Purchased  a quantity  of  native  foods. 

Crew  ashore  hunting  bread  fruit  and  tending  line 

of  snares. 

May  26  (Tuesday).  Lele.  Crew  employed  all  day 
aboard  ship,  about  the  deck  and  the  rigging. 

Tommy  and  I ashore  to  the  mountains  south  and  west 
of  Lele.  I shot  any  number  of  starlings  and  found  none  dif- 
ferent from  the  common  variety. 

May  27  (Wednesday).  Lele.  Up  very  early  and  to 
Mount  Buache  where  Tommy  and  I climbed  the  south  slope  of 
this  mountain.  The  climbing  was  rather  difficult  as  this 
side  is  very  steep.  Starlings  were  again  encountered  in 
numbers  but  none  different.  Two  wild  goats  were  obtained 
near  the  top  of  the  mountain  which  gave  all  of  us  a nice 
meal  of  fresh  meat. 

Another  fine  day  with  fresh  easterly  winds. 

May  28  (Thursday).  Lele.  ,Vith  Tommy  back  over 
the  same  ground  again  to-day.  Jimnie  along  the  river  tending 
his  snares. 

To  date  we  have  had  no  indication  of  a rail  no 
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tracks,  no  feathers,  call  notes,  anything.  There  has  been 
one  here,  we  know,  because  the  natives  have  a name  for  it. 

Crew  engaged  on  board  ship  cleaning  and  scrubbing 
their  quarters. 

May  29  (Friday).  Lele.  Crew  at  work  carrying 
fresh  water  from  ashore  to  fill  the  main  water  tank,  our  ob- 
ject being  to  keep  both  tanks  full  at  all  times. 

Jimmie  and  I to  the  north  slopes  of  Mount  Crozier. 

Meyers  off  to  dinner. 

May  30  (Saturday).  Lele.  Memorial  Day.  Lang  and 
I with  Meyers  and  Mrs.  Hermann  to  the  grave  yard  at  Percus- 
sic  where  the  natives  cleaned  and  decorated  with  flowers  all 
of  the  graves. 

May  31  (Sunday).  Lele.  A bad  day  with  rain  squall 
and  strong  easterly  winds.  Lang  and  I are  becoming  morbid 
just  sitting  here  and  waiting.  Worked  on  Ponape  notes  all 
day. 

June  1 (Monday).  Lele.  Lang  and  I in  the  dinghy 
with  the  outboard  motor  out  the  mouth  of  the  passage.  There 
we  encountered  a heavy  swell  with  accompanying  breakers  on 
the  reefs.  7/e  anticipated  the  arrival  of  the  steamer  but 
the  same  did  not  show  up. 

June  2 (Tuesday).  Lele.  Continued  winds  and 
squalls  all  day.  s/s  Kasuga  Maru  arrived  at  4:30  P.M.  in 
a driving  squall.  I went  aboard  immediately  and  asked  the 
Captain  to  tow  us  out  with  his  ship.  He  informed  me  that 
since  he  had  lost  a day  at  Moji,  Japan,  he  was  leaving  again 
that  night  for  Jafcult  but  would  return  on  June  10  and  take 
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June  3-9.  lele.  During  this  period  the  3hip  lay 
at  anchor,  awaiting  the  return  of  the  mail  steamer.  The  crew 
were  employed  aboard  at  sundry  tasks,  and  also  ashore  tending 
trap  lines. 

Approximately  2 months'  supplies  were  assembled 
aboard  including  quantities  of  native  foods.  All  accounts 
with  Meyer  were  settled  ashore. 

I had  time  to  spend  many  hours  in  the  bush  and 
work  on  bird  reports. 

June  10  (Wednesday).  Lele.  The  S/S  Kasuga  Maru 
arrived  in  the  harbor  at  daylight.  At  9:30  A.M.  the  little 
interisland  Heiyei  Maru  No.  6 arrived  and  anchored. 

The  following  notations  are  from  the  ship's  log 
for  the  day: 

"Moderate  easterly  wind  and  squally,  's/s  Kasuga 
Maru'  arrived  from  Jabuit  at  6 A.M. 

10  A.M.  hove  up  and  proceeded  in  tow  of  Hermann's 
canoes  (with  outboard  motors ) to  a position  astern  of  the 
'Kasuga  Maru'  and  let  go  anchor.  ?a3sed  tow  line  aboard. 

II  A.M.  The  steamer  and  this  vessel  hove  up 
anchor  and  proceeded  toward  the  entrance.  Slacked  away  tow 
line  leaving  100  fathoms  between  vessels.  .Then  'France' 
was  just  clearing  a line  between  the  two  reefs,  the  tow 
rope  parted  close  up  to  the  steamer.  The  foresail  had  just 
been  set,  the  forestay  sail  was  immediately  pulled  up  and 
the  helm  put  hard  a port;  she  came  round  but  struck  the 
reef  twice  in  the  breakers  and  then  came  before  the  wind 
and  we  were  able  to  steer  clear.  Hauled  in  the  broken  tow 
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rope  and  brought  ship  to  anchor  in  position  facing  the  en- 
trance in  15  fathoms  of  water. 

Made  fa3t  all  sails  and  inspected  well  vessel 
making  no  water. 

During  the  evening  Mr.  Goultas  went  ashore  to 
make  arrangements  with  N.B.K.  Go's  small  steamer  Heiyei  Maru 
to  tow  us  out.” 

Upon  hauling  in  the  broken  tow  rope  we  found  that 
it  had  parted  at  the  bitts  of  the  mail  steamer.  Whether  it 
had  been  out  or  not  I don't  know.  The  Captain  of  the  mail 
steamer  should  have  known  better  than  to  steam  out  of  port 
at  10  knots  per  hour  if  he  had  any  intention  of  getting  us 
out  safely. 

June  11  (Thursday).  "To  Sea.”  Ship's  log: 

"Light  to  moderate  E/n/E  wind.  Fine  clear  weather. 

3 P.M.  Shifted  vessel  down  the  harbor  under  sail  and  an- 
chored astern  of  the  steamer  Heiyei  Maru  No.  6.  Passed  our 
tow  line  aboard  and  waited. 

3:45  P.M.  Hove  up  at  same  time  as  steamer  and 
proceeded  towards  the  harbor  entrance.  4 P.M.  Started  to 
set  sail  and  got  foresail  and  jibs  set  when  tow  line  parted. 
We  were  fortunately  far  enough  out  from  the  reef  this  time 
to  be  able  to  get  an  offing  under  sail,  the  wind  being  N/E 
we  made  E/s/E  full  and  stood  off  the  land  till  6:15  P.M. 
when  we  tacked  ship  and  steered  to  pass  the  end  of  Kusaie. 
8:30  P.M.  north  end  of  Kusaie  abeam,  distance  about  3 miles. 
Set  course  NW  x W 3/4  77.  and  trimmed  sails  accordingly. 
Moderate,  vessel  making  5 knots.  Fine  till  midnight. 
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June  12  (Friday).  Enroute  Suam.  Rain  for  an 
hour  after  mi  dnight  thenoe  fine  and  clear  the  rest  of  the 
day.  Vessel  making  5 knots  before  an  S x N wind.  We  have 
broken  up  the  watches  so  that  all  of  us  stand  4 hours  and 
sleep  four  hours.  Tommy  Belleu  and  Ulava  are  with  me.  While 
Jimmie,  Israel  and  Charley  are  with  the  Captain.  The  cook 
handles  the  meals  for  all  and  cleans  the  cabin. 

Noon  position:  latitude  6°  05’  N. , longitude 
161°  57'  2. 

June  13  (Saturday).  Enroute  Suara.  Rain  with 
wind  variable  all  day.  We  were  constantly  at  work  the  24 
hours  shifting  and  trimming  sails  to  keep  the  ship  on  her 
course. 

No  noon  position,  sky  completely  overcast. 

June  14  (Sunday).  To  Guam.  Weather  broke  fair  in 
the  morning.  Sighted  Ponape  Island  on  the  port  beam  at  2:15 
P.M.  approximately  50  miles  distant.  Our  250  coconuts  which 
we  brought  on  board  just  before  leaving  are  a welcome  diver- 
sion for  the  crew  who  are  eating  them  night  and  day. 

o 

Noon  position:  latitude  7 21*  N.,  longitude 

159°  10'  E. 

June  15  (Monday).  To  Guam.  Wind  steady  from  NE 
x E with  fine  clear  weather  with  vessel  making  between  5 
and  6 knots.  Set  the  oook  to  work  giving  the  galley  a hot 
water  bath  daily  to  keep  down  the  cockroaches. 

Noon  position:  latitude  8°  24'  N. , longitude 
157°  20'  E. 
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June  16  (Tuesday).  To  Guam.  Wind  died  a little 
in  the  afternoon  and  shifted,  to  the  eastward  with  squalls. 
Fortunately  most  of  it  passed  around  us. 

Noon  position:  latitude  09°  27’  N.#  longitude 
155°  22'  E. 

June  17  (Wednesday).  To  Guam.  Both  Ulava  and 
Belleu  have  finished  their  year  aboard  ship.  I offered  them 
an  option  of  6 months  more  with  the  vessel  or  a trip  back  to 
Tulagi.  They  ohose  Tulagi  , th inking, of  course,  that  I would 
pay  them  more  money.  7/hen  I agreed  to  send  them  back,  both 
boys  hesitated  and  finally  decided  to  stay  on  as  long  as  I 
wanted  them.  Charley,  on  the  other  hand,  wants  to  stay  with 
the  ship. 

Noon  position:  latitude  10°  24'  N. , longitude 
153°  37'  E. 

June  18  (Thursday).  To  Guam.  The  leech  in  the 
head  of  the  mainsail  gave  way  during  a squall  last  night. 

At  daylight,  dropped  the  sail  and  repaired  the  same.  Had  it 
repaired  and  set  again  by  8 A.M. 

Wind  moderate  and  fair  during  the  day.  Began 
clouding  in  the  westward  at  sundown  but  later  winds  drove 
them  away. 

Noon  position:  latitude  10°  59'  N. , longitude 
151°  53'  E. 

June  19  (Friday).  To  Guam.  Wind  freshened  during 
the  night  which  caused  us  to  overestimate  our  day's  run. 

Crew  finished  their  coconuts;  tauro  and  sweet  potatoes  are 
holding  out  well.  Weather  remained  clear  with  fair  wind. 
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Crew  at  work  during  their  watches  scrubbing  paint 
work  and  touching  up  the  worn  spots.  7e  must  have  a clean 
orderly  vessel  when  we  reach  Guam. 

Noon  position:  latitude  11°  42'  N. , longitude 
149°  50'  E. 

June  20  (Saturday).  To  Guam.  Wind  falling  very 
light.  The  sea  is  becoming  very  smooth  with  long  glassy 
swells.  We  are  on  the  verge  of  losing  the  northeast  which 
means  that  it  will  be  touch  and  go  with  us  if  we  ever  reach 
Guam.  Should  we  strike  the  belt  of  calms  or  westerly  winds 
we  will  be  in  for  it. 

Noon  position:  latitude  12°  13'  N.,  longitude 
147°  57'  S. 

June  21  (Sunday).  To  Guam.  Over  the  Nero  deep 
this  with  the  ocean  bottom  5 miles  away — one  of  the  deepest 
parts  of  the  ocean  bed. 

'find  very  light  all  day.  Sails  flapping  con- 
tinuously. Han  into  thick  weather  with  heavy  rain  during 
the  night. 

June  22  (Monday).  To  Guam.  Squalls  with  variable 
winds  until  4 A.M.  Kept  all  hands  engaged  shifting  sails  to 
keep  the  vessel  on  her  course,  leather  cleared  in  the 
morning  and  sighted  Guam  at  9:30  A.M. 

Rounded  the  north  end  of  Guam  Island  at  7 P.M.  and 
ran  into  some  heavy  tide  rips.  Got  out  of  them  and  into 
calm  water  on  the  lee  side  of  the  island  where  we  hove  to 
for  the  night. 

June  23  (Tuesday).  Guam.  At  3 A.M.  fore  ship 
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and  steered  8/ST7  toward  harbor.  Made  all  sail  and  hoisted 
signal  for  a pilot  at  daylight.  At  8 A.M.  a doctor,  harbor 
master,  and  naval  pilot  boarded  the  vessel.  These,  accom- 
panied by  two  tugs,  brought  us  in  and  secured  us  to  a buoy 
for  the  morning.  Myself  ashore  to  the  (Governor,  Captain 
E.  S.  Root,  U.  S.  N.  where  I explained,  my  mission.  After 
some  questioning  the  Governor  promised  to  do  everything  in 
his  power  to  help  U3  out  of  our  predicament. 

At  3 P.M.  a Government  tug  hauled  the  'France* 
alongside  the  U.  S.  S.  R.  L.  Barnes  and  secured  us  there. 
Electric  lights  and  running  water  were  extended  from  the 
other  vessel  giving  us  additional  comfort. 

I received  a number  of  communications  from  the 
Museum  and  elsewhere.  This  is  the  first  real  mail  we  have 
had  since  leaving  the  Solomon  Islands  almost  a year  ago. 

All  of  these  communications,  some  of  them  many 
months  old,  gave  me  to  understand  that  the  expedition  must 
end  with  the  year  or  early  in  1932.  It  was  through  a letter 
dated  October  29,  1930  that  I learned  of  the  death  of  Mr. 
Harry  Payne  Yhitney  on  October  26th  last. 

So,  too,  through  a letter  of  December  1930  as 
quoted  here,  I governed  my  actions  in  the  following  days: 

December  17,  1930. 

P.  S.  Since  writing  the  above  Dr.  Sanford  has  seen  Mr.  C. 

V.  iThitney , son  of  the  late  Mr.  Harry  Payne  Yhitney,  and  I 
can  now  report  definitely  that  field  work  of  the  Yhitney 
South  Sea  Expedition  will  cease  about  the  end  of  1931.  You 
will  therefore  make  your  plans  toward  that  end,  and  I hope 
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that  the  intervening  time  may  prove  sufficient  for  you  to 
clean  up  work  at  the  more  important  islands. 

Young  Mr.  Ihitney  will  continue  his  support  to  our 
work  in  a smaller  way,  and  will  supply  us  for  a number  of 
years  with  funds  to  cover  the  cost  of  publishing  the  results 
of  the  Yhitney  South  Sea  Expedition,  etc.  It  will  not  be 
necessary  for  you  to  stop  actual  field  work  before  the  very 
end  of  the  year;  in  fact  it  is  desirable  to  have  the  collec- 
ting pushed  as  hard  as  possible  to  the  last  ditch.  You 
should  look  forward,  however,  not  only  to  winding  up  but 
also  to  the  sale  of  the  schooner  'France'  to  best  advantage 
early  in  1932.  If  we  are  to  realize  a fair  share  of  what 
the  vessel  cost,  I think  it  would  be  well  not  to  advertise 
the  fact  that  the  expedition  is  coming  to  an  end  but  merely 
to  get  the  best  possible  offer  for  delivery  of  the  vessel 
in  January  1932. 

Dr.  Sanford  wishes  me  to  remind  you  that  the 
greatest  prize  on  the  island  of  Kusai  is  the  wood-rail, 
which  has  not  been  taken  since  the  early  days.  This  bird  is 
not  a swamp  rail  but  an  inhabitant  of  the  forest  land, 
probably  far  above  the  sea.  The^est  attack  would  probably 
be  through  night  hunting  and  the  use  of  traps.  It  is  not 
unlikely  that  flashlight  work  might  be  of  help. 

I enclose  two  forms  to  be  used  the  case  the 
schooner  i3  laid  up  during  the  current  year.  These  will 
enable  us  to  obtain  rebates  on  our  insurance  nremium.  Ye 
hope  to  have  an  early  report  and  the  first  shipment  of  ma- 
terial from  the  Carolines  and  Ontong  Java. 
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Yours  sincerely, 

(Signed)  H.C.M. 

William  P.  Coultas,  i£sq. 

June  24  ( 7ednesday).  Crew  to  work  early  this 
morning  sending  down  the  f ore  rigging.  This  will  have  to  be 
replaced  at  once  with  new  material. 

Lieutenant  Brady  and  Chief  Machinist  Mate  Gibson 
aboard  to  have  a look  at  the  engine.  They  spent  the  whole 
day  with  it  taking  the  engine  down  and  examining  the  same. 
Brady  reported  the  engine  out  of  alignment,  the  parts  worn 
badly  and  the  engine  bed  sprung. 

Both  men  agreed  to  have  a talk  with  the  Governor 
and  see  what  facilities  were  available  ashore  for  repairing 
the  engine. 

Ashore  and  cabled  the  Solomon  Island  Government 
at  Tulagi  requesting  an  extension  of  six  months'  time  on 
crew.  With  those  to  be  delivered  home  at  the  end  of  that 

time. 

Cable  the  Museum  as  follows:  "Announce  arrival, 
will  ship  by  Wednesday's  steameijsases . How  much  can  you  re- 
mit before  the  close  of  the  year.  Awaiting  your  answer." 

June  25  (Thursday).  Guam.  Machinist  Gibson 
aboard  with  the  engine  again.  Lang  and  I to  the  Governor's 
office  where  a number  of  naval  engineers  and  the  harbor  mas- 
ter were  assembled.  We  learned  that  there  are  no  harbor 
facilities  here  for  a vessel  the  size  of  the  'Prance.'  A 
three-quarter  of  a mile  channel  leads  from  the  outer  harbor 
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through  the  reefs  to  a marine  railway  on  the  beach.  This 
railway  is  used  for  hoisting  barges  of  from  10  to  20  tons 
weight,  while  the  'France'  is  accredited  with  54  tons  net 
displacement.  The  channel,  by  the  way,  is  only  6 feet  deep 
while  the  'France'  without  ballast  draws  at  least  9 feet  of 
water  at  a very  minimum. 

The  navy  agreed  to  blast  a 9 foot  channel  out  of 
the  coral  sufficient  to  float  the  'France'  to  the  marine 
railway  but  estimated  from  a month  to  six  weeks  of  time  to 
get  the  channel  ready.  They  could  give  me  no  estimate  of 
the  cost  of  such  an  undertaking. 

Furthermore,  July  is  the  beginning  of  the  typhoon 
season  in  Guam  (the  end  of  the  northeast  trade  winds)  and 
the  harbor  authorities  were  very  skeptical  about  putting  the 
'France'  on  such  a small  marine  railway. 

Lang  and  I had  dinner  with  the  Governor,  thence 
returned  to  the  ship.  The  machinist  has  been  over  the  en- 
gine again  and  informed  us  of  the  condition  of  things  at 
present.  To  quote  his  report  "It  would  cost  5©  per  cent 
of  the  original  price  of  the  power  plant  to  rep&ir  the 
engine.  Sven  after  repairs  have  been  made  the  plant  would 
still  be  unsatisfactory  to  meet  the  conditions  under  which 
this  schooner  operates;  inexperienced  personnel,  far  re- 
moved from  expert  repair  men.  tfith  inexperienced  personnel 
the  operation  of  this  engine  is  actually  dangerous. 

It  is  considered  that  a standard  type  of  gasoline 
motor  would  prove  far  more  satisfactory  than  the  above  en- 
gine for  the  use  of  this  schooner. 
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Ill 

Heceived  the  following  eable  from  Dr.  Murphy: 
"Sending  $5000  now  Kobe  $5000  during  October.  We  desire 
you  remain  in  field  after  sale  of  the  France." 

This  cable,  a reply  to  mine  of  yesterday,  was 
posted  in  New  York  3 hours  and  10  minutes  prior  to  the  time 
I sent  my  cable  yesterday.  Such  are  the  workings  of  the  in- 
ternational date  line. 

I replied  to  Dr.  Murphy's  cable  that  I would  re- 
main. 


June  E6  (Friday).  Guam.  With  Lang  to  the  Naval 
Commissary  stores  to  purchase  new  wire  for  rigging,  paint, 
block,  tackles,  brushes  and  sundry  gear.  Just  so  long  as 
we  have  the  ship  we  will  keep  her  in  good  condition.  Also 
visited  Atkins  Knoll  and  laid  in  a number  of  stores.  Prices 
are  certainly  cheap  here  in  comparison. 

To  the  bank  and  made  arrangements.  By  computation 
I should  be  well  in  credit  now. 

The  crew  now  have  the  rigging  well  down  and  ready 
to  start  work  on  the  new  material. 

June  27  (Saturday).  Ashore  with  the  crew  in  two 
boats  to  load  stores.  This  required  all  of  our  time.  To 
the  store  sheds  where  I obtained  the  ammunition  forwarded 
from  the  Museum  to  Kobe  thence  back  to  Honolulu  and  to  Guam. 

The  Japanese  have  a law  prohibiting  the  landing 
of  ammunition  in  Japan,  so  they  say.  The  Kobe  authorities 
demanded  payment  of $110  storage  charges  on  the  ammunition 
while  that  material  wasjlying  in  their  port.  The  cases  of 
shells  were  supposed  to  have  been  placed  on  a lighter  and 
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kept  out  in  the  harbor  some  46  days.  A charge  of  3 yen  rer 
diem  was  exacted  for  a watchman.  There  must  have  been  some 
kind  of  backhanded  business  in  this  because  laborers  as  well 
as  watchmen  do  not  receive  more  than  1 yen  a day  for  their 
services. 

The  new  mainsail  from  Northey  also  arrived.  This 
one  cost  us  $300, but  I must  say  that  it  is  a wonderful  piece 
of  work.  Northey  had  reinforced  all  ring  bolts  and  kringles 
with  leather. 

A number  of  supplies,  wrapping  cotton,  thread, 
cotton  and  shooting  coats,  previously  ordered  from  Williams 
Dimond  and  Company  in  San  Francisco  were  received  in  good 
order. 

A number  of  visitors  were  aboard  this  afternoon, 
it  being  Saturday.  The  marine  corps  especially  showed  up  in 
numbers. 

June  28  (Sunday).  Guam.  A continuous  line  of 
visitors  aboard  off  and  on  all  day.  Our  crew  have  been  taken  > 
ashore  and  treated  to  motor  oar  rides  by  the  natives.  This 
is  a new  experience  for  our  boys  and  am  afraid  will  lead  to 
trouble  when  they  return  to  the  Solomon  Islands. 

June  29  (Monday).  Guam.  Captain  at  work  with 
the  crew  on  the  new  rigging. 

Spent  considerable  time  with  the  Governor  re- 
garding the  ship.  He  suggested  that  I better  get  the  vessel 
to  Manila  as  quickly  as  possible  before  the  end  of  the  north 
east  season,  install  a gasoline  engine  and  run  my  chances  of 
selling  the  ship  in  the  Carolines  or  else  New  Guinea.  He 


i£>-  ae^T  5 egtsrfo  ; .s^sJd  d£  ©amMi  lodt©'  add  ni  3 so'  da*;; 
:■  as  asvd  evari  dewafitx  eisifS  .u^Godew  e«*ton:  fiodooo © si#  a»iJ& 
? 'ey  a - sis-odal  ©erased  ei rid  rii  ©aeoiascf  -afixtarfl;..*!  Aalj 
*sl«dd  id  # 53’f  I aadd  oiom  ©vlao©**  doxx  oft  na«rrioO.B«f  s? 


■;  .jjev  Julb  ob  Lb  y,e iit*ro,r  cci*  lls&al&Bi  mm  a e:  IT 

■ 

- 

eei^rtlui  i s tdlod  ...  Ji  IJV'  ' aoiotalai  oed  Tjerd;  . • ,•  Jc 

.1  ';  y:  70  e$P 

'hBui'tdt  , nod  do©  g 1';  orBiv:  .eailqqsa  *o  led.  im  . 


>3  XI  f ' . -D-d  Y-Qt  .'  -0  ylexj civai-i  ,p'£Ct*  g»  : doc. fa  ndddoo 
iioo*  a I *©v  i seers  iitw  ooeionen^  mSt-'Mi  raswo"  Mo  ororri 

, * 

..sooiirrsd'iis  eliid  Bibo da  ©i©w  aio:  to  leons/s  - a •• 

, : Ce  l&eqe©  aqioo  ©a Hi 


» £ '**-  '•-' ' • • - << 

*5:0  ©nil  anoxinjfaroo  A .m&at  .(yafieuS)  8$  emit 
jisois -1  need  svarl  were  10O  .igeJ&  lie  no'  X>ae  l$o  iBoda  era  “is- 
a.tri£  .aavidprr  odd  yu  oaj&Jtrt  ir.o  ici  ; oi  j&©3b©i-:J  One  :•.  lotes 
o7  ?>&.«£  l£l*  bl&t^a  ’•■&  bat  ayod  ujo  *©$  eo.iei'iaqxe  ?/©n  a el' 
.aMfilfil  monolog  add,  od  niodei  -yerfd  add*  ^.L'*ro« 
ridiw  $n*  do  n is  Jew  C .ore*?!  , iysf  cioM)  6S  emft 

.ga.fegii  7.3a  edJ  no  weio  sd? 


-ei  rtoxrc«3*ro£  edd  d?iw  smli  eldsief)  isnoo  daegE 
I s 8-i  v>  .'?•  Or.jlsd  I : ■ :■:  1 3?so:' ; '-s_  sr.  . ■ io’y  rr  * g.viiiisg 

d-T  ion  o ;j  *o  .one  odd  sio^sd  ©Id  leaog  bp  YXSoiBp  ex;  a I }a*P.  o# 
%o  aeonario  ym  aui  Jtoa  eaig.is  ©alloesg  a Iladeal  ,aos8©e  :o-;e 


eK  .asaid©  wsT!  salt  io  eoailoteC  ©dd  til  '( Ida  add  Sffi/Isa 


felt  that  there  would  be  no  sale  for  sueh  a oraft  in  either 
Manila  or  Guam. 

I had  made  a number  of  inquiries  among  local  mer- 
chants and  know  definitely  that  there  is  no  hope  of  a sale 
in  this  port.  With  the  fall  in  the  price  of  copra  there  is 
no  demand  for  vessels  anywhere.  Furthermore,  Guam  is  not 
big  enough  nor  are  there  harbors  to  warrant  a vessel  of  this 
size. 

June  .30  (Tuesday).  Guam.  Ashore  with  the  four 
cases  of  birds  which  will  go  out  with  the  Transport  Henderson 
tomorrow  for  San  Francisco. 

Lang  to  the  Public  Work  for  new  pin  rails  and 
lanyards  for  the  rigging. 

Myself  another  conference  with  Lieutenant  Brady 
about  the  engine.  He  tells  me  there  are  no  engineers 
available  who  could  run  this  machine  were  it  put  in  order 
here. 

To  the  hospital  with  a very  sore  throat  and  what 
I thought  were  badly  swollen  tonsils.  I have  been  suffering 
from  a continuation  of  colds  and  a plugged  up  septum. 

July  1 (Wednesday).  Guam.  The  navy  transport  U. 

S.  3.  Henderson  arrived  at  daylight.  She  will  load  a com- 
plement of  sailors  and  marines  and  sail  for  the  states  to- 
morrow. We  suffered  from  a continuous  day  of  rain  which 
hampered  our  activities  considerably . Myself  ashore  with  a 
number  of  matters,  getting  clearance  for  the  bird  skins  and 
sundry  other  things.  Forwarded  a letter  to  the  Museum  rela- 
tive to  shipment  of  specimens  and  our  work  here  in  Guam. 
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July  2 (Thursday).  Guam.  I am  now  faced  with  a 
difficult  decision  with  the  expedition  drawing  to  a close, 
the  vessel  to  be  sold  or  disposed  of  and  the  engine  broken 
down.  '.That  course  is  best  to  pursue? 

Lang  and  I set  ourselves  to  the  task  of  going  over 
every  possible  move  we  could  make  that  would  be  to  our  ulti- 
mate advantage. 

Financially  we  are  solvent  at  this  moment  with 
$10,000  In  the  banks  at  Kobe,  Japan  and  Sydney,  Australia. 
This  means  that  we  do  not  have  to  worry  on  that  meat  impor- 
tant score. 

The  vessel  with  the  exception  of  the  engine  Is  in 
good  shape,  now  that  we  have  repaired  the  damage  to  the  ribs 
and  keelson  in  the  fore  hold.  She  should  pass  her  examina- 
tion though  a out  ship  is  not  necessarily  a drawing  card  at 
an  Inspection.  There  are  four  courses  open  to  us  at  the 
moment  each  of  which  we  discussed  In  turn  and  have  listed 
as  follows: 

1.  Abandon  the  'France'  In  Guam,  as  there  was  no 
chance  of  a sale  here,  repatriate  the  Captain  and  crew  back 
to  Sydney  and  the  Solomon  Islands,  which  would  be  via  Manila, 
Hongkong,  Singapore  and  Sydney.  Such  a move  would  cost  at 
least  $2500. 

yith  the  'France'  laid  up  in  Guam  and  no  one  to 
care  for  her,  the  vessel  would  deteriorate  rapidly.  There 
was  the  oncoming  typhoon  season  from  July  to  January  when 
she  nnght,  unfortunately,  be  blown  on  a reef  and  destroyed. 
Should  anyone  care  to  purchase  the  vessel  the  cost  of  re- 
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habilitating  the  orew  to  Guam  or  return  would  eat  up  the 
proceeds  of  the  sale.  It  is  doubtful  whether  anyone  would 
care  to  visit  Guam  just  to  see  a ship  when  the  harbors  of 
Manila,  Honolulu  and  San  Francisco  are  full  of  schooners 
advertised  for  sale. 

Lastly,  I had  no  assurance  that  the  Government 
would  permit  me  to  abandon  the  vessel  in  this  port. 

2.  Have  the  harbor  dredged,  ship  hauled  up  and 
the  engine  repaired  ashore,  if  possible.  This  course  did 
not  appear  practicable  as  we  could  not  get  our  hands  on 
any  figures.  Neither  did  we  know  how  long  it  would  take 

to  dredge  the  harbor,  how  muoh  such  an  operation  would  cost, 
nor  whether  the  engine  could  be  repaired  satisfactorily 
after  we  had  gone  to  all  of  this  time  and  expense. 

,7e  did  know  that  there  was  no  engineer  available 
if  the  contraption  did  work  after  being  fixed. 

3.  Sail  the  ship  to  Palau,  work  that  area  and 
proceed  to  New  Guinea  under  sail.  In  the  latter  port  we 
would  have  a slim  chance  of  realizing  on  the  sale  of  the 
vessel  with  the  engine  out  of  order. 

The  worst  part  of  this  plan  lay  in  the  route  we 
would  have  to  cover.  Palau  is  situated  dead  to  windward 
of  our  position  with  an  erratic  southwest  season  of  ter- 
rific squalls  and  flat  calms  facing  us.  On  top  of  that  we 
would  be  required  to  pass  around  a number  of  reef  areas 
intervening.  7e  might  take  one  month  to  three  getting  to 
Palau. 

After  this  latter  destination  our  course  to  Ha- 
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banl  In  New  GrUinea  was  doubly  hard.  We  would  wait  until 
the  first  of  the  year  for  the  oncoming  northeast  season 
which  would  help  us  to  the  equator  and  thence  depend  upon 
the  northwest  winds,  whioh  are  always  spasmodic, to  carry  us 
the  rest  of  the  way.  There  were  the  equatorial  and  counter- 
equatorial  currents  on  both  sides  of  the  equator  which 
might  carry  us  at  4 knots  an  hour  to  God  knows  where.  Should 
we  run  into  a belt  of  calms  we  could  dri^t  for  weeks  or 
months. 

The  trip  could  be  made  but  no  telling  when  we 
would  get  there. 

4.  Let  Lang  take  the  ship  to  Manila,  obtain  a 
new  engine,  come  on  to  Palau,  pick  me  up  there,  work  a num- 
ber of  islands  and  go  on  to  Pabaul  where  we  felt  sure  of  a 
sale  for  the  vessel  because  of  the  gold  fields'  trade 
opening  up  in  that  territory. 

This  plan,  too,  had  its  advantages.  Lang  would 
have  to  go  alone, in  fact,  he  volunteered  to  do  that.  I 
would  enter  the  hospital,  have  an  operation,  collect  on 
Guam,  thence  collect  Saipan  and  go  on  to  Palau.  This  would 
keep  me  in  the  field  at  work  most  of  the  time. 

Lang  would  have  the  tail  end  of  the  northeast 
trade  winds  with  him  for  a few  days  and  would  then  have  to 
battle  the  southeast  trades  the  rest  of  the  way.  I could 
go  with  him  but  in  sojdoing  would  loose  out  on  the  collecting. 
We  both  agreed  that  I should  remain  in  the  field  at  all 
costs. 

We  agreed  on  the  last  plan.  7ith  a new  engine  to 
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get  us  where  we  wanted,  to  go  we  would  also  have  that  instru- 
ment  to  enhance  the  value  of  the  vessel  when  the  time  came 
to  3ell  her.  There  were  sufficient  funds  in  the  bank  to  ex- 
pend $3500  on  a new  engine  and  still  carry  on  past  the  end 
of  the  year. 

After  due  deliberation  vte  concluded  to  go  ahead, 
have  the  installation  over  with,  and  get  the  ship  back  to 
Palau.  I therefore  sent  an  order  to  the  Frisco  Standard 
Sas  Engine  Company  in  San  Francisco  advising  them  to  forward 
an  80  horse  power  plant  to  the  Atlantic  Oulf  and  Pacific  Com- 
pany in  Manila  where  we  had  been  advised  slipping  and  instal- 
lation could  be  undertaken. 

For  some  time  I hesitated  whether  to  advise  the 
Museum  of  our  predicament  or  not.  In  the  end  I concluded 
that  it  would  be  better  to  go  ahead,  carry  out  the  plan  and 
later  face  the  consequences,  rather  than  have  the  delay  of 
time  during  the  transit  of  messages  by  mail  and  a subsequent 
possibility  of  having  the  expedition  abandoned  then  and  there, 
Whether  or  not  this  was  the  proper  procedure  under  the  circum- 
stances is  more  than  I carjsay.  I felt  and  still  contend 
that  as  long  as  I took  over  the  expedition  and  brought  it 
this  far  I Should  carry  it  on  to  a satisfactory  ending. 

July  .3  (Friday).  Crew  at  work  on  forerigging. 

There  is  nothing  but  flexible  steel  wire  in  (Juam  which  is 
not  the  most  satisfactory  but  should  serve  under  normal 
circumstances.  The  only  disadvantage  lies  in  the  fact  that 
the  slack  which  comes  from  the  workings  of  the  ship  must  be 
taken  up  periodically  at  sea. 
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A number  of  visitors  to-day.  This  is  a fore- 
runner of  tomorrow's  celebrations  on  the  island. 

July  4 (Saturday).  Guam.  All  hands  ashore  to 
witness  and  participate  in  the  games.  ,7e  dressed  ship  for 
the  occasion.  Also  attended  the  Governor's  reception  at 
the  Palace. 

July  5 (Sunday).  Guam.  Another  day  of  cele- 
brating and  visiting.  There  is  entirely  too  much  of  this 
for  our  own  good.  A Mr.  Perres,  Spanish-Guaminian,  took 
the  Captain  and  me  for  a long  auto  ride  over  the  whole 
length  of  the  island.  »7e  could  hardly  realize  where  we 
were  with  excellent  gravelled  and  raved  roads  in  all  direc- 
tions and  motor  oars  everywhere. 

For  years  I have  heard  of  the  superiority  of 
English,  German  and  Dutch  methods  of  colonization  but  have 
come  to  the  conclusion  that  the  Americans  are  not  so  bad 
after  all. 

July  6 (Monday).  Guam.  Ashore  to  have  a check 
on  the  chronometer  and  obtain  charts  and  sailing  directions 
from  the  Navy  Department. 

One  loses  a tremendous  amount  of  time  running  back 
and  forth  from  the  ship.  It  takes  at  least  half  or  three- 
quarters  of  an  hour  to  go  from  the  ship  to  the  beach  and 
another  half  hour  to  get  the  7 miles  from  Piti  to  the  city  of 
Agana  providing  one  can  obtain  a motor  car. 

Began  laying  in  supplies  for  Lang's  forthcoming 
trip.  ,7e  have  agree!  that  he  should  have  enough  for  two 


month's  duration. 
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I hate  like  anything  to  see  Lang  go  off  alone  but 
realize  that  that  is  the  best  course  open  to  us. 

July  7 (Tuesday).  Guam.  Aboard  ship  assisting  the 
captain  with  the  rigging.  Considerable  rain  to-day.  We 
have  been  in  port  two  weeks  now  and  have  apparently  accom- 
plished very  little.  Like  all  tropical  places  one  works  and 
perspires  but  seems  to  accomplish  an  infinitesimal  amount. 

July  8 (Wednesday).  Guam.  Cabled  Bank  of  New 
South  Wales,  3ydney  for  ^2000  in  the  form  of  a letter  of 
credit  for  Lang  to  take  on  his  journey  to  Manila.  This 
amount  should  see  him  through. 

Lieutenant  Ayers  with  the  Navy  diving  punt  and  crew 
came  alongside  and  unshipped  the  propeller  from  the  'France.' 
This  small  obstruction  aft,  though  apparently  slight,  does 
retard  the  vessel  at  sea.  Without  the  propeller  Lang  can 
add  a a mile  an  hour  to  the  speed  of  the  'France'  when  under 
sail. 

Crew  sent  up  the  new  port  rigging  and  began  rat- 
tling down. 

July  9(Thur3day).  Guam.  Crew  engaged  bending 
sail8  and  working  on  the  rattling.  Myself  ashore  for  sup- 
plies from  the  naval  stores  commissary. 

July  10  (Friday).  Guam.  Bending  and  securing 
mainsail.  Crew  at  rattling  and  watering  ship.  To  the  ma- 
rine quartermaster  at  Sumay  and  purchased  a number  of  rain- 
coats for  the  crew.  We  have  needed  these  badly  for  many 
months. 

July  11  (Saturday).  Guam.  Crew  employed  on  sails 
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and  rigging  alao  reeving  new  gear  for  the  foresail.  To  the 
bank  and  obtained  the  Sydney  letter  of  oredit  for  Captain 
Lang.  Several  naval  officers,  their  wives  and  children  off 
to  have  a look  at  the  ship.  Guam  is  full  of  social  activi- 
ties, muoh  to  our  detriment. 

Chung  Ho  Tack,  cook,  returned  to  the  ship  filled 
with  opium.  Where  he  got  it  is  beyond  me.  I informed  him 
that  he  would  go  back  to  Hong  Kong  as  soon  as  the  ship 
reached  Manila. 

July  12  (Sunday).  Guam.  By  mutual  agreement 
Captain  Lang  will  continue  as  master  of  the  vessel  for 
another  year  or  until  such  time  as  the  vessel  is  sold  or 
laid  up,  if  within  the  year,  which  is  most  likely.  This 
procedure  was  in  accord  with  our  former  contract. 

A number  of  guests  aboard  again  to-day. 

July  13  (Monday).  Guam.  Lang  will  sail  tomorrow. 
Busy  all  day  getting  papers  in  order,  accounts  straightened 
and  bills  paid  up  to  date,  clearance,  harbor  dues,  etc. 

Packed  my  camD  belongings,  hunting  gear,  and  am- 
munition for  my  shore  work  during  Lang's  absence. 

U.  3.  S.  Chaumont,  a navy  transport,  arrived  with 
a detachment  for  China  waters. 

July  14  (Tuesday).  Guam.  The  'Prance'  with 
Captain  Lang  sailed  for  Manila  at  8 A.M.  A navy  tug  took 
him  well  out  to  sea  before  dropping  the  tow  line.  I re- 
turned with  the  tug  to  the  U.  S.  3.  R.  L.  Barnes,  packed 
and  stowed  all  of  my  duffle.  Thence  ashore  to  the  U.  8. 
Naval  Hospital  where  I reported  in. 
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Lieutenant  3.  A.  Dockery  diagnosed  the  trouble  as 
maxillary  sinusitis.  He  ordered  me  to  bed  for  a complete 
rest  and  "fattening  up,"  as  he  called  it,  before  operating. 

July  15- August  8.  Guam.  In  the  naval  hospital. 
On  July  29, Dr.  Dockery  performed  what  he  called  "a  sub- 
mucus  resection  of  the  deviated  septum."  This  was  a very 
painful  experience  for  me.  The  doctor  operated,  for  3 
solid  hours,  while  I hove  to  under  a local  anesthetic. 
August  8 I was  discharged  from  the  hospital  and  told  that 
I might  begin  collecting.  During  this  period  in  hospital 
I was  able  to  have  my  eyas  corrected  and  teeth  repaired. 

The  local  print  shop  made  me  a number  of  bird 
record  sheets  which  have  been  needed  badly  by  the  expedi- 
tion for  some  time.  These  sheets  assembled  into  book  form 
now  give  me  an  adequate  ledger  in  which  to  record  specimen 
and  field  number  of  each;  sex,  3ize  and  color  of  the  or- 
gans, color  of  the  iris  orbital  and  feathered  ring;  de- 
scriptions of  the  bill,  feet  and  the  legs. 

A local  seamstress  was  engaged  to  sew  up  a 
quantity  of  unbleached  sheeting  into  two  18'  x 24’  tent 
flies.  If  these  are  hung  one  a foot  above  the  other  they 
should  remain  waterproof  in  ordinary  weather. 

Captain  and  Mrs.  Hoot  invited  me  to  the  residency 
for  5 days  during  my  convalescence. 

August  9 (Sunday).  (Juam.  Mr.  Jilliam  Adwards, 
the  Director  of  the  Grovernment  experimental  farm,  took  me 
to  the  home  of  "Pop"  Nelson,  a plantation  overseer  at 
Taraque.  This  station  is  situated  at  the  extreme  northern 
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end  of  the  island  and  is  in  the  close  proximity  of  the  only 
true  forest  now  remaining  on  Guam. 

"Pop”  Nelson,  who  is  married  to  a Guam  woman, is 
an  ex-marine  who  has  settled  down  here  for  the  remainder  of 
his  days. 

I was  given  a room  in  a European  house  where  I 
oould  sleep  and  an  adjoining  shed  in  which  to  carry  on  with 
the  preparation  of  specimens. 

These  modern  conveniences  of  electric  lights  and 
running  water  are  too  good  to  be  true.  I shall  be  spoiled 
after  such  treatment. 

Before  leaving  Agana,  the  city  , Captain  Root  as- 
sured me  of  a passage  to  Saipan  in  the  Japanese  Marianne 
Islands  with  him,  aboard  the  U.  S.  S.  Gold  Star,  on  August 
31.  This  supply  ship  is  visiting  the  Japanese  islands  on 
some  sort  of  a good  will  venture  at  that  time. 

August  10  (Monday).  Guam.  Hunting  early  this 
morning  for  a period  of  two  hours.  I am  still  pretty  wobbly 
and  found  the  going  in  the  hush  too  much  for  me.  Patrolman 
E.  D.  Dennis,  U.  S.  Marine  Corps,  came  over  from  his  outpost 
near-by  and  agreed  to  do  the  collecting  for  a few  days. 

The  northern  end  of  Guam  is  mountainous  and  of  an 
uneven  broken  corraline  formation.  True  forest  or  heavy 
forest  is  abundant  with  subsequent  heavy  bush  and  under- 
growth underneath  the  trees.  There  are  no  native  gardens 
and  only  one  trail.  This  one  leads  over  the  mountains  to 
the  Government  post  road  some  3 miles  distant.  With  the  ex- 
ception of  this  EOO  acre  plantation  there  are  no  cleared 
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areas  on  this  portion  of  Guam.  Copra  and  produce  from  the 
station  are  transported  to  the  city  with  a small  8-ton  boat 
owned  by  a transport  company. 

During  my  first  visit  to  the  bush  I found  crows, 
flying  foxes  and  starlings  to  be  the  most  numerous  of  the 
species  represented. 

Plying  foxes  are  daylight  feeders  here.  This  spe- 
cies is  eagerly  sought  after  by  the  Guam  natives  who  eat 
them  fur  and  all.  Despite  their  continued  persecution  these 
seem  to  be  holding  their  own  very  well  on  this  portion  of 
the  island.  In  the  market  at  Agana  a large  male  specimen 
will  bring  as  high  as  a dollar. 

The  small  Myiagra.  Zosterops . Halcyon  and  the  in- 
troduced dove  were  collected.  The  latter,  presumably 
brought  here  by  the  Spanish,  has  become  a common  resident 
and  is  reported  everywhere.  I had  seen  them  along  roads 
and  in  trees  and  bushes  in  the  city  previously. 

Mr.  Sdwards  of  the  experimental  farm  sent  me  a 
live  black  petrel,  which  a native  caught  with  his  hands  last 
night  on  the  beach  near  the  station.  It  seems  that  a number 
of  natives  were  sitting  on  the  sand  around  midnight,  playing 
on  guitars  and  mandolins,  when  this  bird  fluttered  down  on 
them  and  was  captured. 

Petrels  are  reported  to  nest  and  roost  in  high 
cliffs  behind  the  city  of  Agana.  I questioned  a number  of 
the  natives  about  them,  but  no  one  seems  to  have  taken 
specimens . 

Here  again  on  Guam  this  bird  is  considered  a god 
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of  the  people  and  is  reverenced  as  such,  though  Mrs.  Nelson 
told  me  that  her  mother  recorded  her  forefathers  as  having 
captured  specimens  for  big  tribal  feasts. 

August  11  (Tuesday).  Guam.  Dennis  and  I both  out 
this  morning.  Ptllinopus  was  found  to  be  quite  abundant  in 
a few  high  fruit  trees.  The  little  ground  dove,  Gallicolumba 
was  met  with  also.  Those  are  always  hard  to  obtain  because 
they  never  call  or  cry,  keep  to  the  dense  thickets  and  when 
disturbed  fly  a few  yards  and  hide  away  behind  clumrs  of 
bushes,  logs,  stones  or  other  objects  of  some  kind. 

Anna,  Nelson's  wife,  decided  to  learn  to  skin 
birds  and  helped  me  with  crows  and  kingfishers. 

August  12  (Wednesday).  Guam.  To  the  road  early, 
caught  a truck  and  in  to  the  doctor  who  examined  me.  The 
nasal  cavity  proved  to  be  mending  satisfactorily.  I re- 
turned to  camp  in  time  to  go  with  Dennis  to  a limestone 
cave  where  we  obtained  a number  of  small  Collooali a. 

Dennis  during  the  morning  managed  to  shoot  a deer. 
Those  quadrupeds  were  introduced  into  the  islands  during  the 
Spanish  occupation  and  one  still  to  be  found  in  the  moun- 
tains in  uninhabited  regions. 

August  13  (Thursday).  Guam.  Worked  on  swifts 
this  morning.  Continuous  rains  kept  me  in  the  house  but 
Dennis  obtained  a few  specimens  including  another  ground 
dove. 

Dennis  then  deoarted  for  his  station  to  make  the 
rounds  of  his  area.  His  duties,  as  an  outstation  guard,  are 
to  cheek  up  on  the  roads  in  his  area,  keep  them  repaired, 
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Inspect  native  gardens,  keep  them  clean,  and  to  report  the 
behaviorism  of  the  natives.  He  must  cover  alljof  his  area 
at  least  once  a week  and  make  his  report  promptly.  Strict 
discipline,  orderliness  and  cleanliness  are  observed  even 
on  outstations,  otherwise  the  Marine  Corps  would  not  be  the 
splendid  organization  that  it  is. 

August  14  (Friday).  Guam.  Added  the  small  heron, 
Ardetta. to  our  collections.  I found  this  specimen  in  the 
tall  shrub  and  bush  at  the  edge  of  the  plantation.  I 
shouldn't  be  surprised  but  what  it  is  a migrant. 

The  Atkins  Knoll  boat  came  out  to-day  to  load 
copra.  The  Captain  announced  that  he  would  return  again  the 
24th  and  would  take  my  effects  with  him  at  that  time. 

Anna  gave  up  the  job  of  skinning  birds.  Arsenic 
sores  under  finger  nails  has  discouraged  her. 

The  natives  have  taught  me  to  make  a fine  relish 
which  can  be  used  with  any  style  of  cooked  fish.  A small 
handful  of  small  red  chili-peppers  and  the  juice  of  4 or  5 
lemons  are  mixed  with  a gallon  of  green  coconut  milk.  This 
concoction  is  allowed  to  ferment  several  days  before  being 
used.  After  it  is  properly  ripened  the  liquid  is  guaranteed 
to  take  the  lining  out  of  ax^one's  mouth. 

August  15  (Saturday).  Guam.  Fain  again  to-day.  I 
obtained  a number  of  shore  birds  and  a few  others  including 
a Zo3terops  near  the  house. 

August  16  (Sunday).  Guan . Another  day  of  rain 
so  that  I didn't  get  out  of  the  house.  The  flies  here  are 
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terrible.  The  plantation  labor  brought  in  about  a thousand 
pounds  of  fish  which  they  obtained  with  dynamite.  This 
method  of  shooting  or  killing  fish  is  quite  oommon  through- 
out all  of  the  islands. 

August  17  (Monday).  Guan.  Made  quite  a fair 
collection  of  Ptilinojous,  Gallioolumba  and  Zostero ps  to-day. 
I am  getting  together  a fair  representation  of  doves  despite 
the  fact  they  take  so  much  time  in  making  up. 

I tried  to  assemble  a list  of  all  of  the  Guam 
birds  with  the  aid  of  the  natives  working  here,  but  they 
have  forgotten  or  do  not  know  much  about  their  ornis.  It  is 
surprising  how  quickly  a little  outside  intrusion  can  deaden 
the  culture  of  these  island  peoples. 

August  18  (Tuesday).  Guam.  To  the  westward  along 
the  top  of  the  cliffs  and  headlands  which  jut  out  into  the 
sea  there.  I found  very  few  birds  all  day.  In  fact,  I 
walked  for  a half  hour  at  a time  without  seeing  or  hearing 
a thing.  It  is  possible  that  lack  of  water  has  something  to 
do  with  this  scarcity,  but  I am  inclined  to  revert  back  to 
the  old  theory  of  the  proximity  of  species  to  human  habita- 
tions. Two  ground  doves  were  my  best  results  for  the  effort 
expended. 

August  19  (Wednesday).  Guam.  Patrolman  Dennis 
showed  up  this  morning  and  reported  finding  a new  ground 
dove  country  just  this  side  (north)  of  a large  garden  area. 
This  ground  was  located  about  3 miles  south  and  east  of  our 
present  quarters.  He  visited  Dennis's  retreat, obtained  5 
ground  doves  and  a Hypotaenidia  among  other  things  for  what 


&aa&B$ tid  & dgods  rri  drf guo'id  nodal  no li&loBlq  sdl  .©Itfiiiej 
sldl  .e-d  ddi*  ' r led  do  \erfd  doles  dull:  to  a;  ..uc; 

-rigwotrid  siQtr.mQC  ad  lop  Bi  rfslt  gnlllii  10  gn  Woods  to  J&ooir* 

.aloslei  add  tc  lit  Jjjo 

iiBr  b ediorp  eJBBM  . «n*  .(^rdr  oM)  VI  ieoj...^ 

. • j.-.Jb -o  '£  f ~ jr  a d e o . •■• . :.e  , i. cron i 1 1 ■>  I to  no  13  obj  ioi 

©dicfeefi  aevo.5  to  no2d.83neee*x-ra*i  ilet  e ieri38go3  jaiWe?j  oa?  I 
.on  - a l e 23  doom  oa  ado 3 xerid  dost.  ?h.'v 

riso?  ©rid  to  lie  to  Sail  jb  e efeieess  or  ”©ii3  1 
■^adJ  3iid  ton©ri  gciiiiiow  eivWefl  arid  to  i>i.i  edd  ridivv  sliid 
Si  Si  .eia *10  Ii6d?  3«o de  costa  wood  Ion  0.5  no  asddegiqt  avec' 
rteteefi  cet>  rioleoidfli  sJsledno  elddll  s ^I^siop  rod  uxiaiiqm 

. aaXqctcr  deelei  ©acid  *o  am  31  jo  : 
^oolfi  Mewdaew  ©d3  OT  . ojqxjO  .(^efiaecT)  81  dsogpA 

QtU  oJr-1  dt?o  dfii  d:  2 dr  a site  ad  Me  ettiic  ads  o go  3 3'" 
1 ,denl  I . ,-•£>  I Is  Bind  7?sl  ypev  - toot  - . ••  d bsc- 

gnlieod  -xo  gniese  dootid  i*  acrid  e di  wpd  tied  a rco*  !.  :■!? 
od  gulri  demo*  eer:  islss'  to  a'osf  dsrid  eldieaoq  oi  31  . galtff  fl 

od  $0£ -J  iris's  od  Sealleu  1 1 Ji/cf  t .. Sit  :uce  . ; .iri.ro;; 

-adddari  aemati  od  aeloeoe  to  \d2aflxorrq  ©rid  to  floor'd  Mo  #*? 
diotta  add  *rot  edluasi  deed  yin  aiew  aevc.5  ftnyoi?  o»t  . enojj 

.bt.bs  - 


e lazed  flfimloidaS  ,;nen€  . ! ^slaaa&eW  ) Gi  detf gtfA 
.ftaaoig  wau  e gnlfcalt  j&edioqei  6ne  gttiirxon  Bind  qa  avers s 
.sale  neJbiB>»  agial  fi  dee  C yr  - 

rtxro  to  dee  e Ins  ddooe  Tallai  -v  deeds  fcejteool  eew  loo  or:.;.  iai$ 
g ienisdrio  t desidsi  s’ sinned  ledieiv  eT.  .err  s.aaeeiq 

rfadw  lot  e^ixiri  d lerido  gnome  b >J>lnesi ocrvJ;  b tns  eav-ox> 


127 


we  considered  a good  morning's  work. 

Dennis  agreed  to  stay  on  and  help  me  during  the 
few  remaining  days. 

August  20  (Thursday).  Guam.  Dennis  spent  the 
whole  day  in  the  bush,  looking  for  new  material  and  returned 
late  in  the  evening  with  2 more  rails.  There  is  a Gallinule 
known  to  be  on  the  island,  but  I'm  darned  if  we  can  find  it. 
I obtained  small  birds. 

August  21  (Friday).  Dennis  brought  in  three  more 
Gallicolumba  and  another  small  heron,  Ardetta,  while  I kept 
on  with  small  birds  and  a search  for  new  material. 
Hypotaenidia,  the  rail,  is  moderately  common  in  the  grassy 
area  in  the  southwestern  part  of  the  plantation.  They  dart 
through  the  grass  so  quickly  when  disturbed  that  one  rarely, 
if  ever, gets  a shot  at  them. 

August  22  (Saturday).  Guam.  Dennis  returned  to 
his  duties.  Myself  hunting  all  day  despite  the  rain.  Re- 
turned late  in  the  evening  with  only  a Zosterops  and  a 
Hypotaenidia  to  shew  for  the  work. 

August  23  (Sunday).  Guam.  Discovered  and  ob- 
tained a male  Myzomela  which  is  very  rare  on  Guam  now. 
Edwards  tells  me  that  he  has  not  seen  one  in  years.  He 
seems  to  think  some  kind  of  an  epidemic  has  carried  them 
off. 

August  24  (Monday).  Guam.  The  M/V  louicisca. 
Captain  George  ? , came  out  this  morning  to  pick  up  copra. 

I took  this  opportunity  of  transporting  all  of  my  effects 
to  the  U.  3.  S.  H.  L.  Barnes  where  I will  make  my  home  until 


* -1  x 


,•>077  3'j!'JiT10fD  Jb002  B IjBTOJb  l&f.C 

©dr  ?ni uafc  ©n  Tier,  I ns  ,:o  vbIb  o:  eianec 

»«v.el  yiiiiijBaiSi 

r-rir  ineqa  ainxvsC  .trend  . .-• 


h e "3X. 3 •=■  'i  lea  Ib  I ©3b  wan  to  :.  salXool  ,r*aif  d .©.*  fii  - I*  elo 
©InjxlXIfiv  b al  ©nod?  .bIIbi  exonS  dllw  s niaeire  ©r.j  ci  . 

.7-  r.  . i : , a 3 - - ‘ - 3 ' "Orl 

- . ,8£"r id  'Is 'i-  axils  ■ dc  I* 

■ xoirr  eesril  nl  Irf- noi:  eionef  !-•< 

r-aei  I ©II  dr  , 33oIn.  , none  I I fax®  n ©clone  j-iffr.jjlc  a Klal 

.Xeixelsm  weu  toI  rioxBS:-  b < ub  afraid  IIba-q  adiw  :v? 

7B8fin->  8ffl  f:  1 ; 0 00  vie  Jb*x©£0IxI  b!  , I iCTt  aril  ,;:i  ...  ? t.  ' 

7*ib£  ve.fi  .no  1 1b In:; Iq  eril  ^ro  lisq  creel aewd i«oa  ©13  .?  eeie 

t . •;  . is-  i-  o 3 xieriw  vlalolBp  oe  . afr,  «iJ  ••«.--  3 

. a : l c :!e  b ales, lava  *5 11 

cl  iexiiijlea  einneG  .mea©  .(yb£i03b8)  SS 

.a:  x sri;  ©3iqB©£  I Ib  £.Uxn/ri  ,r  ..  •3.;  a!: 

e Ins  , ro.nelBQ.  b xlno  dllw  ixieva  ©(3  (.1  clci  i *r..  ? 

.TiTtow  ©dl  *50 1 wo  da  o3  ei.&lcee3  •■•'/- 
-do  In©  fceisvooe  1C  .menl  . {xelmjE/  J S 3 ea^uA 

, j.’CiT  . a : . *t  ,itv  si  rfoicx  .xlsinosv.  ' © on  - . ’ ••.  ' 

©E  .Eisex  ai  ©no  ao»e  3oxi  sed  er  led!  ew  ell©3  sixawIE 

we  13  al'iii  o B.-.n  - ' ra-jfc  iq©  na  'o  ©iroe  riflldl  o?  aneas 

. io 


,Qoelolx;oI  V''  ©£ , ,r.-  o*  • ( v ©Jf • • • ;-l  38£%;.iA 

»s*±qoo  qa  iJoiq  ol  gaimoia  slril  loo  eraso  , - -I- 

slost^e  x12  ’5:0  saljioqenfiil  lo  xl inu3*roqao  aid!  rio  3 I 
[linn  exnod  vju  ©^b&i  Illf  I ex&dw  *ea*iBfi  *1  .1 


128 


I leave  this  port. 

Had  a long  alow  ride  and  didn't  reach  the  ship 
until  dark. 

August  25  (Tuesday).  Guam.  With  the  assistance 
of  the  crew,  I put  all  of  my  recent  collections  down  in  the 
boiler  room  where  they  will  have  a chance  to  dry  out 
thoroughly  before  shipment  to  the  Museum.  I must  say  that 
this  is  the  first  time  I have  had  a naval  oil  tanker  at  my 
disposal.  Since  the  officers  are  living  ashore,  I have 
their  quarters  and  mess  room  in  which  to  eat,  sleep  and 
label  specimens. 

Ashore  in  t he  afternoon  to  the  doctor,  thence  to 
a carpenter,  who  will  prepare  a tin-lined  box  for  my  soeoi* 
mens. 

August  26  (Wednesday).  Guam.  Edwards  has  obtained 
an  example  of  the  little  Chinese  quail  ( Excalfactori a)  which 
inhabits  the  grasslands  here. 

In  payment  for  this  bird  and  the  petrel  I gave 
his  staff  a lesson  in  bird  skin  preparation. 

Returned  to  the  ship  and  labeled  specimens. 

August  27  (Thursday).  Guam.  Rained  in  torrents 
all  day.  This  must  be  the  break  up  of  the  season  here 
though  it  is  very  late  this  year.  Finished  labeling  the 
birds. 

August  28  (Friday).  Guam.  Ashore  to  obtain  the 
tin- lined  box  as  ordered  and  aboard  again  to  pack  the  ma- 
terial collected  on  this  island. 

August  29  (Saturday).  Guam.  Took  the  ease  of 
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birds  ashore  to  store  them  in  the  Government  warehouse  where 
they  can  be  shipped  with  the  first  available  transport. 

io  the  bank  to  draw  funds,  settle  all  accounts 
around  the  city  relative  to  departure  tomorrow. 

My  bill  at  the  hospital  for  bed,  board  and  opera- 
tion amounted  to  $38.70.  There  must  be  a profit  in  medicine 
considering  the  prices  some  practitioners  charge. 

August  30  (Sunday).  Guam.  Aboard  the  Sold  Star 
about  noon  with  all  of  my  duffle.  Was  given  a very  nice 
stateroom.  Thence  ashore  to  pay  a few  duty  calls.  I shall 
certainly  have  a comedown  within  the  next  48  hours  going 
back  as  I am  among  the  most  obstinate  people  in  the  world. 

August  31  (Monday).  To  Saipan.  Ashore  most  of 
the  day  attending  farewell  parties.  The  United  States  may 
be  suffering  from  Prohibition,  but  Guam  doesn't  stint  it- 
self in  the  slightest. 

Vessel  sailed  at  5 P.M. 

September  1 (Tuesday).  Saipan.  Reached  Saipan, 
Marianne  Islands  at  9 A.M.  Even  visiting  naval  vessels  are 
flooded  with  visitors.  Just  183  Japanese,  from  the  Governor 
and  his  staff  on  down,  came  aboard  to  pay  their  respects  to 
Governor  Root. 

Myself  ashore  with  the  ship's  complement  to  a big 
dinner  party. 

September  2 (Wednesday).  Saipan.  Ashore  to  pay 
my  respects  to  the  Japanese  Governor,  but  was  advised  to  wait 
until  after  the  ceremonies.  Spent  the  day  casting  about  for 
a place  to  live.  I have  learned  that  the  next  boat  to  Pelew 
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Islands  will  arrive  September  E2. 

Captain  Hoot  called  me  into  his  oabin  to-day  and 
informed  me  that  the  'France1  had  not  arrived  in  Manila  yet. 
He  was  afr&id  that  the  little  vessel  was  lost  as  no  less  than 
eleven  typhoons  have  passed  through  that  area  since  Lang 
left  Guam.  I couldn't  help  but  be  uneasy  about  the  'France' 
but  do  feel  that  Lang  can  sail  her  through  if  anyone  can. 
Lang,  too,  has  2 months'  supplies  of  food  aboard  and  can 
not  be  in  want. 

September  3 (Thursday).  Saipan.  Found  quarters 
in  the  home  of  Gregorie  Sablau,  a half-caste  Guam- Spaniard, 
who  has  been  a school  teacher  for  many  years.  His  house  is 
one  of  many  old  stone  structures,  that  were  built  by  the 
Spaniards  in  the  Philippines,  Marianne  Islands  and  the 
Carolines.  These  dwellings  with  their  3 foot  walls  were 
built  to  withstand  typhoons  and  heat.  One  finds  them  damp 
but  cool,  no  matter  how  hot  the  day. 

There  are,  perhaps,  15,000  Japanese  living  in  the 
city  of  Garapan  on  Saipan  Island  but  very  few  of  them  occupy 
other  than  their  customary  tiny  matchbox- like  houses.  The 
natives  have  managed  to  keep  their  homes  though  nearly  all 
of  the  land  has  been  absorbed,  rented  or  stolen  by  the  Japa- 
nese and  is  used  in  sugar  cane  production. 

The  crew  of  the  Gold  Star  lumped  my  cargo  ashore 
in  good  order.  The  Gold  Star  returned  to  Guam  at  5 P.M. 

I certainly  hated  to  see  that  ship  leave  the  harbor. 

September  4 (Friday).  Saipan.  To  the  Governor, 
Mr.  Wachi,  Chief  of  Police,  Customs  and  other  dignitaries. 
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In  the  hurly-burly  of  official  calls  during  the  visit  of 
the  .American  ship,  I landed  all  of  my  duffle  without  a cus- 
toms examination.  Someone  awakened  to  this  oversight  and 
started  the  trouble.  All  of  my  precious  hunting  gear,  in- 
cluding shoes,  sox,  underwear,  etc.,  were  hauled  out, 
examined  and  recorded.  No  American  tobacco  was  located.  I 
forgot  to  say  that  my  landlord  had  put  that  in  safe  keeping 
for  me. 

The  slip  up  on  the  part  of  the  customs  did  not 
improve  my  welcome  the  slightest. 

September  5 (Saturday).  Saipan.  To  the  home 
of  Mr.  Harujuro  Matsuye^  The  Director  of  the  Sugar  Develop- 
ment enterprise  in  these  islands.  He  wasan  elderly  man  who 
graduated  from  Louisiana  Agricultural  College  in  1904.  I 
found  that  he  spoke  excellent  English  and  conducted  himself 
as  a perfect  gentleman.  Mr.  Matsuye  gave  me  permission  to 
collect  on  Tinian  Island  near-by  which  he  now  owns  lock 
stock  and  barrel. 

In  the  afternoon  to  visit  Governor  Ryosaku  ’tfaohi 
and  his  wife  in  their  home.  Both  the  Governor  and  his 
lady  spoke  good  English  and  proved  to  be  excellent  hosts. 

I felt  at  home  with  them  right  from  the  start.  The  lady 
baked  a lemon  pie  on  this  occasion  which  I consider  the 
finest  honor  she  could  pay  me. 

September  6 (Sunday).  To  Tinian.  Obtained  my 
hunting  permits  without  any  trouble.  Took  passage  on  a 
small  Japanese  boat,  'Mloshi  Maru,"  with  my  hunting  gear  for 
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the  adjoining  island  of  Tinian  where  I will  spend  a few 
days.  Mr.  Yamada,  a Japanese,  accompanied  me  as  an  inter- 
preter. Gregorio  Sablan  went  along  to  help  me  find  a na- 
tive house  in  the  bush. 

Seaohed  Tinian  at  1 P.M.  and  reported  to  the  Po- 
lice Mr.  Kano.  As  I had  all  of  the  necessary  permits  we 
had  no  difference  between  us. 

Afterwards  to  a Japanese  hotel  owned  by  Mr.  Hara 
who  had  lived  in  Guam  a number  of  years  and  who  spoke  Eng- 
lish well. 

Gregorio  Sablan  left  me  to  go  into  the  interior 
of  the  island  to  find  a house  where  I might  camp.  Practi- 
cally the  whole  of  Tinian  Island  has  been  planted  to  sugar 
cane.  There  are  only  two  places,  one  a swamp  and  the  other 
a rooky  200  foot  hill  of  coralline  formation  where  a dozen 
or  so  natives  have  their  homes  and  attempt  to  make  a living 
off  the  soil.  All  of  the  original  inhabitants  except  those 
mentioned  have  moved  to  the  city  or  to  some  other  island. 

September  7 (Monday).  Tinian.  Away  early  with 
a bull  cart  and  my  belongings  to  a little  place  called 
Marapo  near  the  coralline  outcropping.  There  I established 
camp  in  a sort  of  shed.  The  two  new  tent  flies  stretched 
overhead  should  keep  me  dry  during  my  stay.  There  are  but 
two  native  houses  and  a half  dozen  old  people  in  this  once 
prosperous  village. 

I engaged  the  services  of  a big, strapping,  6 foot 
Gruam-Saipan  native  called  Ben  Pangalinin  as  a cook  and 
general  helper.  Also  engaged  a Japanese  named  Dah-ti-San 
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to  oollect  for  me  around  the  swamp  and  lake  area. 

Into  the  mountain  area,  which  isn't  more  than  a 
mile  square  to  make  a survey.  The  region  is  secondary 
growth,  a few  isolated  tall  trees  and  heavy  underbrush. 

This  isn't  much  of  a place  but  should  hold  the  last  remnant 
of  the  ornis  of  the  island.  I obtained  Aplonis.  Ptlllnopus. 
Mylagra.  Myzomela  and  a G-allicolumba. 

The  hunting  in  the  area  will  be  a simple  matter. 

It  will  just  be  a process  of  gathering  together  a collection 
and  getting  out. 

September  8 (Tuesday).  Tinian.  Sablan  and  the 
Japanese  Yamada  returned  to  Saipan.  I have  no  further  use 
for  their  services  and  do  not  care  to  pay  them  just  to  visit 
with  me.  Often  people  have  the  Impression  that  they  should 
be  paid  just  to  sit  around  and  watch  the  proceedings.  They 
are  encountered  in  every  camp,  but  must  be  discouraged  right 
at  the  start,  else  one  will  find  himself  in  trouble. 

Into  the  bu3h  early  and  obtained  a few  specimens 
including  the  introduced  dove,  Zosterops , the  white  tern 
(lygis  alba ) and  the  large  white-headed  kingfisher,  which 
were  not  obtained  yesterday. 

This  camp  is  far  from  being  a comfortable  one 
with  myriads  of  flies  in  the  daytime  and  countless  mos- 
quitoes at  night.  I sleep  and  work  under  a mosquito  net. 
Native  foods  are  not  plentiful  here.  When  I sent  out  a 
call  for  garden  truck,  yams  and  a few  bananas  were  all 
that  were  brought  to  me.  The  balance  of  the  food  must  be 
purchased  in  the  town  of  Song  Song. 
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September  9 (Wednesday).  Tinian.  Hunting  and 
returned  with  only  small  birds  though  I spent  most  of  the 
day  in  the  bush.  The  starling,  Aplonls.  which  roosts  and 
nests  near  the  top  of  a 200  foot  limestone  cliff  is  the 
only  common  bird  on  the  island. 

There  are  quite  a few  kingfishers  but  these  have 
adapted  themselves  to  the  sugar  cane  field  where  they  feed 
on  insects  and  lizards.  It  seems  strange  to  see  these  birds 
resting  on  a swinging  stock  of  sugar  oane. 

My  Japanese  assistant  returned  tonight  with  6 
specimens  which  I think  he  carried  in  his  basket  since  yes- 
terday. I roared  the  daylights  out  of  him  and  sent  him  back 
to  the  swamp  region.  I should  go  there  myself,  but,  with 
the  limited  time,  feel  that  I had  better  remain  here  and 
take  a series  of  everything  available. 

September  10  (Thursday).  Tinian.  Spent  the  whole 
day  in  the  bush  and  returned  with  a Grallloolumba  among  other 
things. 

The  Japanese  sent  me  a reef  heron  ( Demlegretta 
sacra)  but  it  had  spoiled  before  it  reached  me. 

Sent  Ben,  the  cook,  and  a local  lad  to  the  other 
end  of  the  island  to  a small  cave  reported  near  the  sea 
beach.  The  small  swift,  Collocalia,  is  thought  to  roost 
there. 

September  11  (Friday).  Tinian.  Had  a good  day 
in  the  bush  and  returned  with  an  excellent  series  of 
Zosterops . These  birds  incidentally  have  adapted  themselves 


to  small  shrubs  and  bushes  in  the  town  and  have  been  ob- 
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served  feeding  from  flowering  plants  in  window  sills. 

Pedro  and  Ben  returned  from  their  trip  without 
swifts.  They  were  unable  to  locate  the  roosting  site  of 
that  species. 

No  word  from  my  Japanese  friend  who  is  reported 
camped  at  the  lake. 

I neglected  to  mention  the  tapioca  plant  (Genus 
Manihot)  which  grows  in  these  islands.  The  natives  pound 
the  roots  into  a pulpy  powder,  shape  the  moss  into  small 
paddies  and  cook  them  over  hot  3tones.  I found  this  food 
quite  palatable. 

I ran  out  of  bamboo  to-day  which  is  used  in  the 
preparation  of  skins.  Put  Ben  to  work  cutting  strips  from 
packing  oases  which  is  a long,  thankless  task. 

September  12  (Saturday).  Tinian.  Succeeded  in 
bringing  down  4 Gallic olumb a to-day.  It  is  a shame  to  think 
that  the  bird  life  of  this  island  is  almost  gone. 

Violent  pains  and  gastric  disorders  this  evening. 
It  must  have  come  from  the  Japanese  tinned  meat  that  I ate. 

The  native  took  off  again  to  another  area  where 
they  think  swifts  are  obtainable.  No  sign  of  my  Japanese. 

I advised  the  native  to  hunt  him  up  and  light  into  him. 

September  13  (Sunday).  Tinian.  The  Japanese 
showed  up  early  this  morning  with  3 Gallinules  and  3 small 
herons  which  my  two  boys  had  helped  him  obtain  late  last 
evening.  Those  specimens  were  pretty  far  gone  but  I 
managed  to  save  them  all.  Sent  the  Jap  back  to  the  lake  for 
another  attempt  at  Gallinu'^s  and  rails. 
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Myself  into  the  bush  in  the  afternoon  and  added  a 
few  more  starlings  to  the  oolleotions. 

Ants  have  been  troubling  me  considerably.  I 
managed  to  keep  them  out  of  the  bird  drying  case  by  sus- 
pending that  from  the  rafters  of  the  lean-to  and  saturating 
the  rope  hangers  with  kerosene.  Unfortunately,  the  kerosene 
evaporates  and  must  be  replenished  several  times  a day. 

There  is  no  creosote  available  here. 

September  14  (Monday).  Tinian.  A note  reached 
me  from  the  Grovernor  in  Saipan  ordering  me  to  return  to 
that  island  at  once  as  the  mail  steamer  is  expected  any 
time  now.  Japanese  officials  never  or  suggest  an  action; 
they  always  order. 

My  Japanese  helper  returned  with  2 more  Gallinules 
to-day  and  was  paid  off  with  14  yen  at  the  rate  of  2 yen 
per  day.  This  was  a generous  payment  for  him,  but  the 
lowest  I could  make  it  without  referring  the  matter  to  the 
police.  This  I did  notjcare  to  do. 

Mjjtwo  native  helpers  returned  from  their  trip 
without  soecimens  but  assured  me  that  they  would  help  me  ob- 
tain some  on  Saipan  Island. 

I was  able  to  collect  a few  more  specimens  in  the 
bush  during  the  day,  including  another  Hyzomela.  These  lat- 
ter are  very  rare  both  on  Gruam  and  Tinian.  I have  two  from 
this  island.  The  natives  tell  me  with  an  element  of  truth 
in  their  statement  that  this  species  disappeared  after  the 
coconut  trees  were  chopped  down. 

This  supposition  can't  hold  true  on  Suem  Island 
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where  there  are  plenty  of  oooonut  trees  remaining. 

The  local  natives  nChamoro3"  gave  me  a farewell 
dinner  to-night  with  my  own  food,  of  course. 

September  15  (Tuesday).  To  Saipan.  Yith  all  ef- 
fects to  the  village  of  Song-Song  and  thence  by  Japanese 
pinnace  to  Saipan  where  we  arrived  in  the  evening. 

September  16  (Wednesday).  Saipan.  To  the  polioe 
office  to  inquire  why  I was  told  to  return  when  the  boat 
was  not  expected  by  N.Y.K.  shipping  people  until  the  22nd 
or  later.  I was  informed  that  the  Governor  wished  me  to  re- 
main in  Saipan  where  I would  be  sure  to  meet  the  boat.  The 
polioe  also  told  me  that  ^iould  bad  weather  set  in  with 
westerly  squalls  I should  not  be  able  to  get  back  to  Saipan 
from  Tinian  for  perhaps  a week  or  more.  I had  to  admit 
that  there  was  some  truth  in  the  latter  statement. 

The  Governor  did  not  grant  me  an  interview  nor 
would  the  polioe  give  me  a permit  to  collect  on  Saipan. 

September  17  (Thursday).  Saipan.  To  the  police 
office  again,  but  got  nowhere  with  the  collecting  permits. 
Beturned  to  the  house  and  worked  at  labeling  birds.  Native 
Ben  visited  a cave  somewhere  in  the  mountains  and  returned 
with  9 Collooalia  and  a small  yellow  Gleptornis  of  some  kind 
which  he  calls  Canaria.  This,  at  least,  helps  to  fill  in 
the  series. 

September  18  (Friday).  Saipan.  Received  a cable 
from  the  Navy  Department  in  Manila  announcing  the  arrival  of 
the  'France'  in  that  port  after  63  days  at  sea.  Lang  was 
reported  in  the  hospital,  but  was  expected  out  again  within 
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a few  days.  This  good  news  relieved  me  of  a tremendous 
worry. 

It  rained  most  of  the  day  so  remained  in  the 
house  and  cleaned  up  the  Tinian  material.  Meager  as  it 

is  I should  certainly  have  liked  a few  more  days  at  col- 
lecting. 

September  19  (Saturday).  Saipan.  Game  down 
with  a dose  of  dengue  fever  which  I probably  contracted 
in  the  native  village  on  Tinian.  Dengue  is  supposedly 
carried  by  the  small  black  daytime  mosquito  which  in- 
habits these  regions.  The  American  Navy  recommends  both 
camphorated  opium  and  bismuth  sublimate  (powder)  as  a 
remedy.  Neither  or  bo  th  of  these  prevented  me  from  ague 
and  delirious  spells. 

September  20  (Sunday).  Saipan.  In  bed  all  day 
with  severe  headache. 

September  21  (Monday).  Saipan.  Ben  Pangalinin 
has  agreed  to  accompany  me  as  a cook  and  general  assistant. 
Because  of  his  size  I believe  he  will  be  a great  asset. 
Several  natives  came  to  the  house  and  helped  me  compile  a 
list  of  the  birds  of  the  northern  Marianne  Islands.  It 
appears  that  the  farther  north  one  goes  the  fewer  birds 
one  finds.  None  of  the  natives  had  visited  the  two  nor- 
thern most  islands  Mang  and  Urachus. 

Myself  still  suffering  from  fever. 

September  22  (Tuesday).  Saipan.  Omi  Maru  not 
in.  Myself  in  bed  all  day. 

September  23  (Wednesday).  Saipan.  My  worst  day 
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with  fever.  I have  gone  to  solid  foods,  rice  and  bread, 
but  these  do  not  seem  to  help  me  a great  deal.  Native 
Pedor,  my  old  landlord  on  Tinian,  called  and  told  me  that 
the  police  had  been  up  to  their  old  tricks.  They  had  called 
Pedro  and  subjected  him  to  many  hours  of  questioning  as  to 
what  I talked  about. 

September  E4  (Thursday).  Saipan.  Another 
wretched  day.  Ben  informed  me  that  the  Omi  Maru  will  ar- 
rive tomorrow.  The  ship  has  been  held  up  by  a typhoon  be- 
tween here  and  Japan. 

September  25  (Friday).  Saipan.  Omi  Maru  arrived. 
Purchased  a ticket  for  Ben  and  myself  and  told  him  to  put 
all  effects  aboard  the  ship  and  look  out  for  them.  Ben  did 
exactly  as  he  was  told  with  the  result  that  I was  led  into 
a complicated  situation  with  the  ship's  officers. 

I visited  the  Governor  and  police  prior  to  leaving 
as  is  customaiy.  They  were  as  polite  as  always. 

On  board  the  ship  I learned  that  Ben  (my  new  cook) 
had  refused  to  allow  my  cargo  to  be  placed  in  the  hold  of 
the  ship  where  he  thought  it  might  get  damaged  enroute  to 
Palau.  Ben  had  appropriated  the  cabin  next  to  mine  and  had 
placed  all  of  the  duffle  in  there,  following  which  he  had 
mounted  guard  over  the  same  and  refused  to  move  until  my 
arrival . 

The  ship's  officers  and  stewards  jumped  me  about 
Ben's  actions,  as  soon  as  I put  in  my  appearance.  We  all 
agreed  finally  to  leave  the  stuff  where  it  was  as  no  one 
would  be  using  the  cabin  before  Palau.  Neither  would  I con- 
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sent  to  pay  for  the  additional  cabin  space.  Ben’s  size  was 
and  continued  to  be  a valuable  addition  to  the  expedition. 

September  26-October  1.  Aboard  the  s/s  Omi  Maru 
enroute  Palau,  Caroline  Islands  via  Tinian  and  Yap  Islands. 

Reached  Korror  Island,  Palau  Croup,  at  daylight 
October  1.  Ashore  to  the  Governor  General,  Mr.  Yokoda,  im- 
mediately. His  Excellency  conversed  through  a very  mediocre 
Japanese  translator,  but  assured  me  that  there  was  no  ob- 
jection on  his  part  to  my  collecting  in  the  Palau  Group. 

He  also  apologized  for  not  being  able  to  find  a young  Japa- 
nese assistant  who  would  act  as  a liaison  officer  for  the 
expedition. 

The  Governor  General  ended  his  interview  by  ih- 
forming  me  that  he  had  no  jurisdiction  over  the  Palau  Is- 
lands, but  that  I must  register  with  the  police  and  also 
obtain  the  sanction  of  the  Governor  of  the  Palau  Islands. 
This  latter  Governor,  Mr.  Yurakal , into  whose  presence  I 
wasnext  ushered  had  his  office  in  the  same  building.  I 
found  him  to  be  very  businesslike.  He  took  but  a few 
minutes  to  assure  me  of  his  cooperation  before  turning  me 
over  to  the  police. 

With  the  police  I filled  out  all  of  the  regula- 
tion forms,  which  I have  done  at  every  port  at  which  I 
have  called.  These  people  promised  me  hunting  permits  by- 
Monday  and  told  me  that  I could  go  about  my  business. 

Outside  the  building  I met  Ben,  who  had  stored 
all  of  my  effects  in  a shed  on  the  wharf  before  going  in 
search  of  Otto  TJmang,  the  hereditary  chief  of  Palau,  and 
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the  man  with  whom  Ben  suggested  that  I live. 

Itaang  was  not  in  town  so  I betook  myself  to  the 
home  of  a German  missionary  who  had  sent  word  that  I was 
welcome  to  spend  a few  days  tith  him  or  until  I became  set- 
tled. 

Game  down  with  a recurrence  of  dengue  fever  again 
tonight  with  chills  and  delirious  spells. 

October  2 (Friday).  Korror.  To  the  post  office 
this  morning,  but  did  not  find  a solitary  letter  or  commu- 
nication of  any  kind  awaiting  me.  The  missionary  had  in- 
formed me  last  night  that  he  had  seen  at  least  30  letters 
of  various  kinds  addressed  to  me  in  the  foreign  mail  at  the 
post  office.  It  is  little  wonder  that  letters  are  lost. 
With  the  arrival  of  every  mail  steamer  all  mail  matter 
bearing  a foreign  (not  Japanese)  address  is  dumped  on  the 
veranda  of  the  post  office  where  it  is  at  the  mercy  of 
everyone . 

I had  expected  not  only  letters  from  the  Museum 
but  also  a bird  net  which  had  been  promised  me  some  time 
ago.  As  a matter  of  record,  I shall  never  understand  why 
this  net  was  not  forwarded  to  me.  Gabled  the  Museum  making 
inquiries  about  this  net. 

Also  letters  to  the  American  Consul  enlisting  his 
aid  in  chasing  down  some  of  my  mail. 

To  the  steamship  offices  to  inquire  about  the  an- 
munitlon  that  was  supposed  to  have  been  forwarded  to  this 
port  from  Truk.  The  ammunition  was  there  alright  but 
the  authorities  would  not  release  it  without  my  first 
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paying  a rather  exorbitant  duty  of  some  200  per  cent  on 
the  stuff.  I contrived  to  have  it  bonded  and  left  in 
storage  until  such  time  as  I left  port  aboard  the  'France.' 
Such  a move  was  quite  in  order.  I had  sufficient  with  me 
without  this  additional  supply.  Such  a move  was  not  to  the 
liking  of  the  steamship  people  whom,  I imagine,  planned  to 
line  their  pockets  with  the  tariff  extracted  from  me. 

A local  carpenter  agreed  to  make  a tin-lined  bird 
case  for  me. 

October  3,  4 (Saturday,  Sunday).  Korror.  In  bed 
these  two  days  with  a recurrence  of  dengue  fever. 

deceived  a cable  from  the  Museum  "Ihy  schooner 
refitting  Manila  when  orders  are  sell  or  lay  up.  Whitney 
appropriations  ended  must  give  uo  vessel.  Cable  full  re- 
port present  situation--Murphy." 

I replied  to  this  cable  as  follows:  "Understand 
orders  refitting  absolutely  necessary  for  continuation  and 
possible  sale  France.  If  October  remittance  forwarded  suf- 
ficient funds  finish  Mandate  and  proceed  "Rabaul  March  first. 
Duplicate  communications  last  eight  months  send  Palau. 
Coultas . " 

This  was  a poorly  arranged  cable.  I blame  the 
fever  for  it.  Being  of  German  extraction  I must  put  the 
responsibility  on  some  one  or  something  else's  shoulders-- 
notjny  own. 

The  impression  I wished  to  convey:  as  I under- 
stand my  orders,  there  were  ample  funds  to  carry  me  along 
until  the  first  of  March  next  year.  I did  though  contra- 
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diet  myself  by  including  the  last  sentence  in  the  cablegram. 

.That  I did  not  know  at  the  time  was  that  Dr.  Murphy- 
had  written  me  on  August  4.  This  letter  of  date  did  not  reach 
me  until  April  19,  1932  in  Rabaul,  New  Guinea  where  it  was 
forwarded  to  me  by  the  National  City  Bank  of  New  York  of  Kobe, 
Japan. 

The  following  extracts  from  Dr.  Murphy's  letter 
of  August  4,  inst.,  would  have  helped  me  with  definite  plans: 
"We  have  just  had  a long  letter  from  Dr.  Sanford,  who  is  in 
Paris,  and  have  followed  this  up  with  a conference  of  other 
members  of  the  Whitney  Expedition  Committee  and  Dr.  Mayr. 

The  following  cone lusions , reached  after  full  consideration, 
may  serve  as  instructions  to  be  followed  as  nearly  as  possi- 
ble.by  you  in  case  you  do  not  find  a buyer  -°or  the  schooner 
in  the  Caroline  Islands. 

Finish  up  what  may  seem  to  be  absolutely  essential 
work  in  the  Carolines  just  as  rapidly  as  you  can.  It  is  re- 
grettable, of  course,  that  you  will  not  be  able  to  visit  a 
number  of  interesting  islands,  but  everything  has  to  give  way 
when  the  money  is  running  out.  Then  take  the  France  to  Ra- 
baul and  put  her  in  the  hands  of  an  agent,  if  there  is  no 
prospect  of  an  immediate  sale,  lay  her  up  in  a shipyard,  or 
in  some  way  reduce  the  expense  to  a minimum.  Cet  rid  of 
your  crew  with  the  exception  of  one  or  two  helpers  whom  you 
think  will  be  best  adapted  to  assist  you  in  a campaign  among 
the  Admiralties." 

Neither  did  I have  Dr.  Murphy's  letter  of  Septem- 
ber 16 — in  which  he  states:  "This  note  is  to  report  to  you 
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an  action  of  the  Whitney  Expedition  Committee  taken  on 
September  1,  19.31.  The  following  quotation  is  from  the 
minutes:  "Dr.  Murphy  was  instructed  to  reiterate  by  let- 

ter to  Mr*  Goultas  that  if  he  had  not  found  a buyer  for 
the  vessel  by  October  1,  he  should  plan  to  lay  it  up  at 
Sabaul.  In  any  event,  matters  must  be  so  arranged  that 
the  schooner  'Prance1  will  be  out  of  commission  before 
the  end  of  1931." 

This  last  communication  reached  me  in  Palau  on 
October  26. 

I had  made  my  plans  to  carry  on  in  the  Carolines 
to  the  end  of  the  sear  or  a little  longer.  My  earlier  in- 
structions intimated  that  early  in  1932  would  finish  the 
work  of  the  'Prance'.  My  choice  of  Habaul  or  Samarai  as  a 
possible  market  for  the  vessel  was  entir ely  wi thout  knowl- 
edge of  the  decision  of  the  Committee  in  jMew  York.  There 
was  no  hope  of  disposing  of  the  'Prance'  in  the  Japanese 
Mandate.  I would  have  to  go  elsewhere  for  a buyer. 

I could  v is ualize  the  uneasiness  of  the  Museum. 
Fortunately,  though,  there  were  sufficient  funds  for  me  to 
continue  longer  without  danger  of  indebtedness. 

October  5 (Monday).  Sorror.  To  the  city  and 
purchased  a number  of  supplies  for  the  bush.  There  isn't 
a great  variety  for  me  to  choose  from  such  standard  pro- 
visions as  rice,  onions,  a few  potatoes,  canned  salmon  and 
crab  meat,  biscuits  and  sugar  are  available  in  small  quan- 
tities. 

These  are  sufficient  for  our  needs  and  no  more. 
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Japanese  flour,  preserves,  bamboo  shoots  and  knickknacks 
are  not  exactly  to  my  liking  nor  nourishing. 

The  stores  in  this  locality  are  the  same  as  those 
on  the  other  Japanese  islands.  They  are  small,  poorly  kept 
and  limited  in  the  quantity  of  their  goods.  The  Government 
employs  over  600  individuals  who  practically  keep  the  rest 
of  the  inhabitants.  The  natives  are  very  poor,  have  few 
cooonut  plantations  and  no  sugar  cane  patches.  A little 
money  seeps  through  from  the  phosphate  mines  to  the  south 
but  not  enough  to  make  much  of  an  impression  on  the  trade. 

A considerable  number  of  Japanese  are  engaged  in 
deep  sea  and  reef  fishing,  but  their  produce  and  wages  go 
to  Japan  mostly. 

October  6 (Tuesday).  To  i£yri.  With  Umang  and 
Ben  in  a small  boat  to  -Syri  after  storing  the  majority  of 
our  effects  in  the  home  of  Mary , a hereditary  large  land 
owner  on  Korror.  Mary  had  the  honor  of  being  the  mistress 
of  the  last  German  Governor  of  the  Palau  Islands.  She  owns 
a large  4-room  European  house  on  the  edge  of  the  village 
of  Korror  Island,  which  is  comfortable  and  gives  easy  ac- 
cess to  the  city  and  surrounding  country.  I believe  I 
paid  Mary  $10  per  month  for  the  use  of  her  house. 

Myself  and  party  reached  our  destination  in  the 
rain  about  the  middle  of  the  afternoon  and  found  quarters 
in  the  new  home  of  the  second  chief  of  the  village. 

The  Government  has  very  shrewdly  enoouraged  the 
natives  to  tear  down  their  old  dwellings  and  substitute 
them  for  new  Japanese  type--flimsy  sawn  lumber  abodes. 
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The  lumber  for  these  latter  structures  is,  of  course,  im- 
ported from  Japan,  in  this  manner,  the  native  is  pushed 
into  debt  from  which  he  is  never  free  again.  His  land  is 
eventually  confiscated  and  he  becomes  a debtor  tenant. 

The  village  of  Eyri  is  situated  on  a bluff  of 
land  at  the  southern  end  of  the  large  island  of  Babelthaup. 
Large  areas  of  reef  and  tide  flats  with  copious  mangrove 
swamps  are  everywhere  on  the  seaward  side  of  the  village. 
Back  of  this  on  the  landward  side,  one  encounters  a rugged 
plateau  of  some  300  feet  elevation  above  sea  level.  The 
soil  is  very  poor  and  supports  little  vegetation.  Bare 
and  exposed  patches  of  reddish  iron  rock  are  found  every- 
where with  shore  coarse  grass  and  pandanas  'palms  consti- 
tuting the  only  plant  life  on  those  spots. 

Isolated  patches  of  secondary  bush,  rank  growths 
of  weeds  and  a limited  number  of  trees  of  medium  height  are 
met  with  in  valleys  or  indentations  in  the  plateau.  Each 
of  these  semi-fertile  patches  are  of  moderate  extent  so 
that  the  whole  terrain  has  a checkerboard  appearance. 

Native  gardens  are  limited  in  size  and  content. 
Tapioca  seems  to  be  the  main  item  of  the  vegetable  diet. 
This  plant  will  grow  in  the  semi-arid  valleys.  Taro  is 
planted  in  the  swamps  where  fresh  water  is  available. 
Bananas  are  very  scarce  on  this  island.  Pau  paus  are  un- 
known. Nish  and  other  forms  of  marine  life  constitute  the 
principal  sources  of  food  for  these  people. 

I found  a colony  of  about  two  hundred  souls, 
living  grouped  together  in  this  little  hamlet.  In  appear- 
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anoe  they  resembled  Malay's  more  than  any  of  the  Caroline 
races  I have  so  far  encountered.  Very  few  of  them  could 
speak:  English.  Unlike  most  natives,  they  paid  scant  at- 
tention to  my  arrival  or  comings  and  goings  but  preferred 
to  regard  me  as  a part  of  their  clan. 

October  7 (Wednesday).  Eyri . Uman  enlisted  the 
aid  of  two  small  boys  who  will  collect  for  me  with  their 
blow  guns.  These  are  the  first  natives  I have  encountered 
who  use  this  instrument  in  the  natural  course  of  their  tri- 
bal culture.  These  lads  returned  with  a rail--Hypotaenidla 
which  was  certainly  an  encouragement  for  me. 

Myself  into  the  secondary  bush  areas  with  Umang, 
despite  the  rain  and  obtained  a few  specimens  such  as 
Lalage , Halcyon.  Myzomela.  Aplonis.  which  is  the  most  com- 
mon bird  in  the  bush  here, also  Jeph  ras  and  Monarc  ha. 

October  8 (Thursday).  Eyri.  Urnang  and  I to  the 
higher  land  well  back  in  the  interior.  7e  found  the  same 
type  of  country  as  that  passed  through  at  the  extreme 
southern  end  of  the  island.  The  quantity  of  birds  observed 
was  discouraging  though  we  were  able  to  add  six  Zosterops 
and  a few  small  birds  to  our  collections. 

Umang  tells  me  that  farther  north  and  east  on 
this  island  I will  encounter  better  collecting  at  a village 
called  Marakeok.  Also  that  I can  find  taro  gardens  and 
swamps  with  rails,  herons,  Porphyrio  and  ducks  inhabiting 
those  on  the  eastern  end  of  Korror  Island. 

I concluded  that  it  would  be  best  for  us  to  re- 


turn to  iorror  for  the  time  being  and  work  that  area  first. 
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Continuous  rains  to-day. 

October  9 (Friday).  To  Korror.  Hard  rains  this 
morning,  didn't  get  away  from  Eyri  until  noon.  We  reached 
Korror  Oity  just  at  dark. 

October  10  (Saturday).  Korror.  Received  the  fol- 
lowing cable  from  the  Museum.  "Proceed  Rabaul  earliest  pos- 
sible moment  and  dispose  of  schooner  mailing  instructions 
there — Murphy. " 

I replied  to  his  cable  "Will  proceed  Rabaul-- 

Coultas . " 

Following  this  I prepared  a long  letter  to  the  Mu- 
seum outlining  the  activities  of  the  past  months  and  the 
affairs  of  the  expedition  as  they  now  stand. 

Upon  returning  from  Eyri  yesterday  I found  that 
the  Qmi  Maru  had  arrived  ahead  of  schedule  with  Mrs.  Coultas 
aboard.  Earlier  in  the  year  when  I expected  the  expedition 
to  disband  I had  written  to  her  to  join  me  in  order  that 
we  might  enjoy  the  trip  home  together.  Her  timely  arrival 
will  be  a great  help  to  me  and  the  expedition  in  general  as 
Mrs.  Coultas  will  take  over  the  commestible  department  as 
well  as  helping  with  the  preparation  of  specimens. 

We  set  up  camp  in  the  home  of  Mary  and  concluded 
to  collect  in  this  vicinity  for  a time. 

During  the  afternoon  Ben  and  I visited  the  area 
east  of  the  village.  There  we  found  an  abundance  of  swampy 
taro  gardens  and  a limited  amount  of  secondary  bush.  In 
years  gone  by  these  people  erected  stone  walls  around  and 
through  swampy  areas.  Inside  of  these  stone-formed  plots 
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taro  mas  planted  and  raised.  The  streams  of  the  vicinity 
have  been  harnessed  and  can  be  regulated  by  a system  of 
dikes.  It  is  really  an  ingenious  method  of  irrigation  and 
supplies  these  people  with  a limited  supply  of  taro  onoe 
every  8 months. 

Ben  and  I collected  our  first  example  of  the  genus 
Malacolestes  and  also  an  example  of  the  owl,  Otus  podarglnus 
Both  of  these  were  taken  in  the  secondary  bush. 

October  11  (Sunday).  Korror.  Ben  has  been  put 
to  work  straightening  and  arranging  the  cook  house.  Heaven 
knows  the  place  needed  cleaning  badly  enough.  It  is  mar- 
velous what  a woman  can  do  to  a camp  in  a short  time. 

Umang  and  I to  the  bush  collecting  again.  Hunting 
is  not  a burden  here  with  stone  roads,  crisscrossing  the 
country  everywhere.  He  centered  our  attentions  on  the 
tapioca  patches  and  small  patches  of  low  trees  and  bush 
that  are  scattered  between  the  native  dwellings.  Our  bag 
consisted  of  small  birds,  Zosterops , Myzomela,  Jephras  and 
Aplonis . Also  by  chance  we  found  and  collected  one  Ducula. 
These  pig  eons, as  on  other  islands,  have  practically  been 
exterminated  by  the  Japanese  hunters. 

Gabled  Captain  Lang  in  Manila  advising  him  to 
proceed  to  Palau  as  quickly  as  possible  in  order  that  we 
can  be  on  our  way  to  Habaul. 

The  Japanese  Governor  General,  Bar  on- General 
Yokoda,  dies  last  night. 

October  IE  (Monday).  Korror.  A cable  from 
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To  the  bush  again  for  more  small  birds.  I was 
not  able  to  find  anything  in  the  taro  patches  except  the 
common  kingfisher. 

A number  of  small  boys  with  their  blow  guns  have 
been  sent  out  for  rails  and  especially  the  owls.  The  lads 
were  not  successful  but  did  return  with  two  more  Pitohui 
tenebrosus , which  they  call  "Tu  tau,"  (translated  the 
morning  bird). 

October  13  (Tuesday).  Korror.  A small  boy 
brought  me  an  unusual  tern  this  morning  ( Chlidoniaa 
leuooptera)  , one  which  I have  never  seen  before.  I was 
given  to  understand  that  this  boy  had  killed  three  of  these 
birds  with  stones  when  he  found  a flock  of  them  in  the 
Government  Botanical  Gardens.  Two  of  the  birds  were  eaten 
and  the  other  found  its  way  to  me. 

Umang  and  I visited  the  Botanical  Gardens  but 
were  refused  permission  to  shoot  inside  of  the  compound. 

A small  flock  of  these  birds,  probably  migrants  or  strag- 
glers blown  in  by  the  late  typhoon  whichpassed  to  the  north- 
ward are  still  in  the  gardens.  Umang  tried  several  times 
to  chase  these  birds  over  the  fence  where  I could  have  a 
3hot  at  them  but  had  no  luck. 

Umang  and  several  old  natives  tell  me  that  this 
species  is  not  a resident  of  the  Palau  group.  They  have 
never  seen  it  before  and  have  no  name  for  the  bird. 

This  day  is  a public  holiday  in  honor  of  the 
late  Governor-General.  All  flags  have  been  draped  at 
half-mast,  all  streets  and  stores  covered  in  flags  and 
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bunting.  Early  in  the  afternoon  a huge  procession  of  fully 
5000  people  fozmed  behind  the  hearse  and  accompanied  that 
to  the  other  end  of  the  island  where  the  corpse  was  cre- 
mated in  orthodox  Japanese  manner. 

At  the  cremation  grounds  an  iron  pyre  some  25 
feet  in  height  had  been  erected;  the  body  was  placed  on 
that.  Underneath  the  pyre  a great  assortment  of  old  packing 
boxes,  paper,  excelsior  and  lumber  were  piled.  All  of  this 
mass  was  saturated  with  gasoline  before  the  tinder  was 
lighted. 

Once  under  way,  the  fire  burned  for  hours  and  con- 
sumed everything.  This,  to  my  mind,  is  the  most  hygienic, 
sanitary  and  practical  means  of  disposing  of  the  dead. 

October  14  (Wednesday).  Korror.  Umang  gathered 
up  a horde  of  small  urchins  who  accompanied  us  to  the  bo- 
tanical gardens.  Once  there,  I sent  the  youngsters  inside 
to  stir  up  the  terns  and  chase  them  over  the  fence  where  I 
could  have  a shot  at  them.  In  this  manner,  I obtained  5 
more  specimens  before  the  flock  disappeared. 

Later  in  the  day  a small  boy  turned  in  an  example 
of  the  migrant  thrust,  Stumla  violacea,  whioh  he  had  ob- 
tained with  a blow  gun.  I was  told  that  this  species  in- 
habits heavy  shrub  and  brush  near  swampy  areas. 

Mrs.  Goultas  has  made  wonderful  progress  in  bird 
skinning  in  the  short  time  she  has  been  here  with  me. 

October  15  (Thursday).  Korror.  ,7ith  Ben  and 
Umang  in  a large  outrigger  canoe  to  the  outlying  islands 
south  of  Korror  Island.  There  are  hundreds  of  these  is- 
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lands  ranging  in  size  from  a few  square  yards  to  a square 
mile  in  extent.  They  vary  from  a few  feet  above  sea  level 
to  400  feet  in  height.  All  of  them  are  of  broken  coral  for- 
mation interspersed  with  volcanic  rook  and  have,  in  most 
cases,  steep  precipitous  sides.  Secondary  bush,  dense  shrub 
and  occasional  medium-sized  trees  cover  the  surface  of  all 
of  the  islands. 

The  natives  tell  me  that  numbers  of  petrels  roost 
and  nest  in  holes  on  a few  of  the  larger  islands.  Grabs 
of  all  descriptions  are  likewise  found  here  in  abundance. 

In  some  instances  one  sees  an  occasional  an  all 
bird  (Zos terops , Myzomela,  Jephras , Aplonis ) feeding  in  the 
bushes. 

During  the  process  of  the  day  we  located  a cave 
which  is  inhabited  by  swifts  ( Colloc alia)  and  obtained  a 
series . 

The  juvenile  hunters  with  their  blow  guns,  which 
are  nothing  more  than  a small  6 foot  (in  diameter)  bamboo 
hollowed  in  full  length,  through  which  they  blow  a 4 or  5 
inch  pointed  dart,  turned  in  some  good  material.  They 
tumei  up  with  2 rails,  a night  hawk  and  another  migrant 
th  rus  h . 

October  16  (Friday).  Korror.  An  uncomfortable 
day  in  every  respect.  The  Japanese  Meteorological  service 
issued  a typhoon  warning  during  the  night  , which  frightened 
the  natives  out  of  their  senses  and  sent  them  scurrying  in 
every  direction  to  warn  others.  Our  retinue  awakened  us 
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Around  2 A.M.  the  wind  came  with  such  velocity 
that  it  nearly  blew  the  house  over.  Fortunately,  our  house 
is  located  in  a hollow  well  below  the  street  and  was  af- 
forded a good  bit  of  protection.  A few  houses  were  blown 
over  and  others  unroofed  during  the  process  of  the  storm. 

A tremendous  downpour  of  rain  accompanied  the  wind. 

October  17  (Saturday).  Korror.  Practically  all 
of  the  typhoons  which  visit  the  Philippine  Islands,  coast 
of  China  and  Japan,  have  their  beginning  around  the  island 
of  Yap,  some  200  miles  to  the  north  and  east  of  Palau.  Yep 
is  called  the  mother  of  typhoons. 

Many  years  ago,  a Spanish  priest  in  Manila  began 
compiling  data  on  typhoons,  their  frequency  and  course. 
Fortunately,  for  all  concerned,  once  a typhoon  gets  under 
way  it  retains  a fixed  course.  This  is  usually,  though  not 
always,  in  the  form  of  a semicircle  beginning  at  Yap  and 
ending  somewhere  in  the  vicinity  of  Japan. 

Only  a very  small  percentage  of  all  typhoons  ever 
touch  land  at  all.  The  majority  follow  their  course  at  sea 
and  blow  themselves  out  in  the  ocean. 

In  recent  years  the  Philippine  Meteorological 
service  has  stationed  a trained  observer  on  Yap  Island. 

This  young  man  with  his  own  instruments  plus  observation  re- 
ports radioed  to  him  from  other  islands  every  few  hours  is 
pretty  well  able  to  plot  the  courses  of  typhoons  from  their 
inception  and  thus  warn  shipping  at  sea  as  well  as  islands 
or  localities  in  the  path  of  or  near  the  oncoming  distur- 
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It  was  one  of  these  reports,  stating  that  a ty- 
phoon would  pass  close  to  the  northward  of  the  island,  that 
set  the  natives  in  a turmoil.  So  accurate  are  these  warnings 
that  everyone  has  explicit  faith  in  them. 

This  day  was  more  or  less  a continuation  of  yes- 
terday's weather.  There  was  more  rain  if  such  a thing  is 
possible.  At  least  3 and  4 inches  of  rain  covered  the  ground 
at  times  before  the  water  could  run  off. 

Myself  down  with  a recurrence  of  dengue  fever.  Into 
bed  I went  with  ague  and  later  delirious  spells,  so  it  was 
reported.  My  wife  insists  that  I become  very  profane  during 
such  times. 

No  collecting  of  any  kind  during  these  two  days. 

October  18  (Sunday).  Korror.  The  post  master  has 
found  and  delivered  a letter  from  the  Museum  under  date  of 
June  25.  I presume  his  staff  has  taken  a little  longer  than 
usual  to  translate  and  copy  this  communication. 

Thi3  letter  bears  out  the  instructions  I have  re- 
ceived from  other  messages.  Dr.  Murphy  says  in  part:  "Dr. 
Sanford  has  talked  with  Mr.  Thitney,  Jr.,  and  it  seems 
likely  that  he  will  continue  to  give  us  a much  reduced  con- 
tribution in  order  that  we  may  carry  out  our  study  and  pub- 
lication on  the  '/hitney  material  here  in  the  Museum,  and 
perhaps  also  have  a balance  for  work  in  the  field  on  a re- 
duced scale.  At  any  rate,  we  are  going  to  try  it  through 
1932  and  we  count  upon  the  prooeeds  of  the  sale  of  the 
'France'  to  help  toward  this  end.  I have  no  idea  what  she 

may  fetch  at  the  present  time,  but  you  are  to  watch  for 


a 3erf3  ' a . - : sea  a 3 to  #110  eew  31 

?ad.;  ,&:flX8l  -.  • 3 JJiairrii  ton  or 3 o3  eeolc  bc-bct  5£oo«  100  : • 
B-'biilatB*  sesnd  &im  ©Sbixigob  Oc  .liortriBo  b rti  eevj 3b  e fj  j©; 

. ;,i3  »;i  dtj’ix  Slot  ?.qxt  n<  a a-  ! 

“8&V.  “to  ao  136J;fli3li00  8 Bet  I TO  610  IT  8B»  \0.5  eftfT 
si  ?.n id 3 a dene  11  ariei  eion  ear  eieo'T  .leriJee#  evttrjsii6j 
basioig  deievo  . iiiai  1:  serf on i i Me  r lefiel  3-  . a£  <J. s sr oo 

.Ho  r ;t  &I00&  i&3s?7  eel 3 eiotscf  ten:  13  fa 
o3riX  , . evsl  •/,  « n&i  to  s • '8ii0o:T  e rill?,  ..ra  ' 

r - 3}  O ';  , airccf!..  wo  til  l - ■ ■ jaL  u--  •.  . ; i?  ;;;- . ..  -:■■■; 

gcrlmf  eojs^oi.f  yi&v  OBioeed  I 3Brf3  alalani  eW»  ^ loqsi 

.e-aspJtJ  riooe 

.8-^BJb  o*3  seen!  £j3 Jna X t ils  y,iw  to  gititfeelloo  oK 
eat  ir ? Scot  * -<oq  edl  .ioioX  . vysr* rus ' > 81  rr©cfo3oO 

to  ©3ai»  ’u  l-uti  a eetu'.  ori3  .•  toil  ie33el  b Isenevllr  e cb  coo‘- 
naril  isjncf  eI3  3il  b aedBJ  sed  Hale  aid  e/aweei®  1 . ,3  anx,s 

• aoiiBOlflifini'O  o eldi  tqoo  leas  ejelecBii  3 a:; 

-©•  evsd  1 efrol3ot/i3erri  ed  3 3b 0 steed  i©33el  ai/ft 

• t0‘"  :3t  ill  a’  as  v;nV/i;.:f  .iG  .ee^tseee  ien’3o  ail  Jbsvico 

2 me e 3 ! r:  ns  f ',;sn3  irfv  ,«tv:  riJir  XstIIb?  e«d  Mot 

• not  teociiei  doom  e so  ©vi£  o3  saniJ.  00  XXI*  ed  Seri  -j;£esjl 
-c  ; j?b  11/0  300  ^ibo  yjfjr  es  3r,d3  ie.;  10  ci  ao  i 3#  d ii  3 

Jb«s  ,rue-  £ .••  : eri3  nl  ereri  £s1i63bk  ije/irf  'if  ed3  no  nolsaoil 
-©1  - ao  J>1©  it  ed3  al  Slo  w a i t ■ b ,'b cT  jb  evad  oels  aqBr/rs" 
f'f,xr«i  3 1 i ':i3  ©3  £ lios  eiB  ©*  , 3 1 • ;£.-•  31.  . eleoa  r.eaa  ' 

e/13  to  9lB6  edJ  to  edeft.ociq  ad 3 ..  qn  3c 000  e s Ixib  S56X 
era  3b dw  cedi  on  8 '. a».:  I .ins  Rid 3 5ibw<  3 qlsd  03  ‘ t'a.osif# 

lot  do3*e  o3  &i  00  3c  J , il3  Snezvxq  eri3  3b  dooet  * 


opportunities  and  when  you  think:  you  can  sell  her  to  good 
advantage,  act  upon  your  best  judgment.” 

I acknowledged  the  receipt  of  this  letter  with  a 
short  note  to  the  Museum. 

,7e  are  still  having  stormy  weather  with  no  one 
collecting.  I imagine  most  of  the  natives  are  getting  pretty 
hungry  by  now  as  those  would  much  rather  remain  in  their 
huts  or  houses  and  starve  rather  than  get  wet  collecting 
food. 

A cable  from  Lang  in  Manila;  he  informs  me  that 
the  native  crew  wish  to  be  sent  back  to  their  homes  from 
Manila.  Lang  wants  to  know  what  he  is  to  about  them. 

I advised  him  to  keep  the  crew  as  we  will  be  able 
to  get  them  to  their  homes  almost  as  quickly  as  though  they 
were  sent  by  steamer.  Y7e  can  do  this  much  more  economically 
also. 

October  19  (Monday).  Korror.  Hunting  in  the  na- 
tive gardens  this  morning  despite  the  rain.  I obtained  a 
few  kingfishers  and  a rail  (Hypotaenidia ) . These  latter 
practically  live  in  the  taro  fields.  Then  disturbed,  they 
run  and  hide  under  the  broad  leaves  of  the  plants.  The  fun 
comes  after  the  bird  is  killed,  for  some  one  must  wade 
through  muck  and  ogze  usually  up  to  their  waists  or  aimpits 
to  retrieve  the  specimen. 

Packed  all  of  the  Saipan  and  Tinian  material  in 
the  new  tin- lined  ease  that  has  just  been  delivered  from 
the  Japanese  carpenter. 

October  20  (Tuesday).  Korror.  Sent  the  boys  out 
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after  petrels  this  morning.  I am  still  suffering  from  fever 
which  I oannot  shake  off.  Fain  continued  most  of  the  day. 

Wrote  and  dispatched  a number  of  letters  to  firms  in  Sydney 
and  New  Guinea  advising  them  of  the  Museum's  oroposed  dia- 
posal  of  the  schooner  'France.'  We  would  have  the  'France' 
in  Habaul  around  the  first  of  the  New  Year  for  inspection.  3 
Umang  and  Ben  returned  well  after  dark  with  four  examples 
of  the  petrel.  Both  boys  complained  bitterly  about  the 
rain  and  concluded  that  they  would  have  better  results 
during  dry  weather. 

They  were  told  to  make  a large  pot  of  hot  tea 
into  which  I poured  a strong  laoing  of  whiskey  following 
which  they  were  sent  off  to  bed.  Natives,  without  clothing,  3 
when  subjected  to  a cold  rain  all  day  become  blue  in  color. 

I always  found  it  advisable  to  warm  them  up  with  hot  tea 
and  whiskey.  Thus  avoiding  pneumonia  which  is  frequently 
the  reaction  to  such  exposure. 

October  81  (Wednesday).  Korror.  All  of  us  in  } 

the  big  canoe  this  morning  at  3 A.M.  in  search  of  petrels. 

We  contrived  to  arrive  at  the  small  islands  before  daylight 
and  meet  the  birds  as  they  came  out  of  their  burrows. 

Several  were  obtained  in  this  manner  but  the  majority  of 
birds  had  gained  too  much  altitude  before  they  came  paral- 
lel with  us.  Our  problem  developed  in  trying  to  station 
ourselves  in  a well-frequented  air  route. 

Returned  to  camp  early  and  worked  at  specimens 
all  day.  I should  have  worked  under  Beck  and  acquired  a 
more  rapid  technique  with  this  species. 
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There  is  scarcely  any  excelsior  available  in  town 
which  necessitates  our  making  bird  bodies  out  of  newspaper. 
This  material  absorbs  moisture  and  mats  together  inside  the 
bird.  I should  not  recommend  the  use  of  the  stuff  under 
normal  conditions. 

October  22  (Thursday).  Horror.  Hard  rains  kept 
us  in  the  house  all  day.  Engaged  our  time  labeling  speci- 
mens obtained  so  far  in  these  islands.  Between  the  fever 
and  inclement  weather  we  are  not  making  very  rapid  progress. 
At  the  same  time  I do  not  want  to  get  far  away  from  the 
cable  station  until  I know  that  Lang  is  ready  to  leave 
Manila. 

Ben,  the  cook,  who  has  been  troubled  about  fire- 
wood to  cook  our  meals,  has  hit  upon  a novel  plan  of  ob- 
taining material.  I might  add  that  the  repeated  rains  have 
obliterated  every  hope  of  obtaining  dry  wood  in  the  bush. 

Close  on  meal  times,  Ben  walks  un  the  streets, 
past  the  stores,  until  he  sees  a packing  case  that  suits 
his  fancy.  He  walks  in,  empties  the  contents  of  the  case 
on  the  floor  and  walks  out  with  the  box.  This  regardless 
of  the  hue  and  cry  set  up  by  the  owner.  To  date  Ben  has 
kept  out  of  Jail. 

October  23  (Friday).  Horror.  Out  early  again 
this  morning  for  petrels.  ,7e  maneuvred  the  canoe  back  and 
forth  between  the  islands  and  obtained  5 specimens  for  our 
morning's  work.  At  the  time  of  our  arrival  on  the  roosting 
grounds  we  heard  numbers  of  birds  screaming  overhead.  Males 

presumably,  cane  out  of  their  burrows  well  before  daylight 
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and  put  in  their  time  circling  and  screaming  for  an  hour  or 
more  before  going  to  sea  in  search  of  food..  Whether  or  not 
this  is  a form  of  courtship  I am  unable  to  say*  In  the 
evening  some  birds  do  the  same  thing  before  retiring  to 
their  burrows.  It  is  usually  too  dark  for  one  to  get  a 
shot  at  the  birds  when  they  are  circling  overhead. 

October  24  (Saturday).  Our  recent  deluge  of  rains 
have  brought  out  swarms  of  mosquitoes.  They  are  so  thick 
around  the  house  that  we  eat  and  sleep  under  a net.  One 
thing  the  American  people  have  learned  that  other  races 
do  not  seem  to  have  acquired  and  that  is  cleanliness.  One 
could  hardly  exoect  to  remain  healthy  with  open  sewers  along 
the  streets  to  attract  flies  and  furnish  breeding  grounds 
for  any  and  every  type  of  germ. 

To  the  small  islands  again  but  only  obtained  2 
birds  for  our  morning's  work.  I believe  the  birds  are  be- 
coming a little  wary  of  us  and  gain  their  altitude  quickly 
after  leaving  their  burrows  rather  than  circle  about  a few 
times  before  rising  to  any  height. 

I have  noticed  this  about  birds  leaving  their 
burrows.  Many  times  they  become  entangled  in  roots  and 
vines  and  have  trouble  extricating  themselves  from  their 
predicament.  Y/hen  caught  in  this  manner  the  bird  flaps 
about  until  he  loosens  himself  and  then  falls  into  the 
water  below  if  he  is  on  the  side  of  a perpendicular  cliff, 
which  is  usually  the  case.  I have  every  reason  to  believe 
that  birds  coming  from  their  burrows  into  the  daylight  are 
blinded  for  some  moments.  Their  awkward  movements  and 
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clumsy  gyrations  would  tend  to  bear  out  this  hypothesis. 

October  25  (Sunday).  Korror.  Out  again  this 
morning  and  obtained  4 more  specimens.  >Ve  are  keeping  con- 
tinually at  it  desoite  the  rain. 

A cable  from  Lang  in  Manila;  he  requires  $1000  to 
disburse  the  ship.  This  will  entail  some  difficulties  as 
the  money  is  in  Kobe,  Japan,  and  shall  have  to  be  tele- 
graphed to  Lang  at  Manila.  Manila  will  also  have  to  be  ad- 
vised and  authorized  before  they  will  pay  anything  to  Lang. 

Also  received  a cable  from  John  and  Harold  James 
of  Seattle  advising  me  that  they  are  with  Lang.  I am  pre- 
suming that  they  have  got  in  touch  with  the  Museum  and  have 
been  sent  out  to  join  me.  But  why  they  should  be  sent  at 
a time  when  the  expedition  is  closing  down  is  more  than  I 
can  understand.  There  is  no  mention  of  either  of  them  in 
my  last  communications. 

No  small  boys  have  shown  up  for  several  days.  I 
suspect  that  the  Japanese  youth's  society  has  put  a stop  to 
their  collecting  for  me.  IMang  informs  me  that  he  has  ques- 
tioned a number  of  them  and  they  say  they  do  not  care  to 
collect  longer. 

October  26  (Monday).  Korror.  Out  again  before 
daylight  this  morning.  We  were  fortunate  in  obtaining  5 
petrels  and  a night  hawk.  The  latter  I mistook  for  a petrel 
as  it  sailed,  over  my  head  before  daylight.  One  rarely  hears 
the  night  hawk  at  night  so  I presume  that  it  is  a rare  bird 
in  this  group  of  islands. 

The  Yamashira  Maru  arrived  in  port  with  a letter 
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from  Dr.  Murphy  under  date  of  September  16.  l was  dumb- 
founded at  the  speed  with  which  this  communication  reached 
me.  As  reported  previously,  Dr.  Murphy  advised  me  of  the 
action  of  the  committee  regarding  the  disposal  or  laying  up 
of  the  'France.'  He  also  informed  me  that  he  was  sending 
$5000  (the  last  draft  from  the  Whitney  fund)  a little  in 
advance  of  the  promised  schedule.  This  money  would  be  de- 
posited in  the  Bank  at  Kobe,  Japan. 

October  27  (Tuesday).  Korror.  Hard  rains  all 
night  and  day.  7e  have  certainly  had  our  share  of  it  here. 
Ben  and  I went  into  the  bush  at  dusk:  in  hopes  we  could  find 
an  owl  but  returned  wet  and  empty  handed.  These  owls  con- 
gregate in  the  tops  of  trees  in  the  village  at  night.  One 
hears  anywhere  from  one  to  a dozen  of  them  calling  off  and 
on  all  night  long.  No  one  seems  to  know  where  they  hide 
out  in  the  daytime,  there  being  few  trees  with  holes  in  them 
about  the  city.  I have  been  tempted  many  times  to  take  a 
flashlight  at  night  and  collect  a specimen.  I know,  though, 
that  if  I were  to  shoot  in  the  village  I should  lose  my 
hunting  rights  and  probably  be  fined  heavily  as  well. 

Two  small  boys  turned  in  a couple  of  shore  birds 

to-day. 

October  28  (Tednesday).  Korror,  Out  again  early 
this  morning  and  turned  up  3 more  petrels.  Later  in  the 
day  I obtained  a duck  in  the  taro  swamps.  This  latter  is 
indeed  an  addition  as  this  is  the  type  locality  for  Anas 
superciliosa  pelewensls . 

Beriand  I out  again  in  the  evening  for  owls  but 
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obtained  none. 

Birda  are  indeed  scarce  during  this  rainy  spell. 

One  rarely  sees  or  hears  a bird  when  bhey  are  in  the  bush. 

I don't  know  where  the  birds  go  for  their  food. 

October  29  (Thursday).  Korror.  Another  typhoon 
warning  to-day.  7e  have  now  had  an  almost  continuous  deluge 
of  rain  for  the  past  two  weeks.  Ben  and  Umang  went  out  early 
this  morning  to  try  and  catch  petrels  in  their  burrows. 

They  returned  in  the  middle  of  the  morning  thoroughly 
washed  out. 

Mr.  I.  Shimono,  a Japanese,  who  has  been  recently 
employed  by  an  English  oil  concern  in  Korea,  approached  me 
for  a job  as  interpreter  and  bird  skinner.  I am  seriously 
considering  engaging  him. 

The  afternoon  brought  a deluge  of  rain  and  high 
winds.  Fortunately,  again  we  are  in  a hollow  area  and 
fairly  well  protected.  Though  I must  say  we  derive  no  en- 
joyment feeling  the  wind  lift  the  building  off  the  ground. 

October  30  (Friday).  Korror.  A cable  from  Lang: 
"Unable  to  obtain  money  from  Kobe  due  to  their  lack  authen- 
ticated authority  to  debit  your  account.'’ 

I had  already  cabled  the  bank  in  Kobe  authorizing 
them  to  pay  Lang.  This  time  I cabled  both  the  bank  in  Kobe 

and  also  the  one  in  Manila. 

Continued  gusty  winds  of  hurricane  strength  at 
times  and  a deluge  of  rain.  No  collecting  of  any  kind 
undertaken. 

October  31  (Saturday).  Korror.  Ben  had  decided 
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that  the  rain  Is  too  much  for  him.  He  wishes  to  return  to 
Saipan  with  the  boat  leaving  November  5.  I consented  to  let 
him  go  and  will  take  on  Japanese  Shimono  in  his  stead.  At 
least  the  latter  will  be  permitted  to  hunt  for  me.  Better 
still  Umang  can  do  the  shooting  with  Shlmono's  permit. 

I hate  to  admit  it,  but  I have  yet  to  see  a Japa- 
nese who  can  handle  a rifle  or  a shot  gun  properly. 

No  collecting  to-day  because  of  the  weather. 

November  1 (Sunday).  Korror.  A Japanese  holiday 
of  some  kind.  Because  of  inclement  weather  all  sports  and 
festivities  have  been  postponed.  Umang  in  company  with 
several  small  boys  went  out  and  obtained  4 netrels  which 
they  caught  with  their  hands. 

These  birds  have  been,  up  to  the  present,  free 
from  fat.  In  fact  they  are  hidebound  and  very  difficult 
to  skin  out.  I don't  know  whether  it  is  the  continued 
rainy  weather  that  has  made  them  thin  or  the  fact  many  of 
them  are  nesting.  Perhaps  it  is  both  reasons. 

November  S.  (Monday).  Korror.  Umang  and  Ben  out 
early  and  returned  with  4 adult  and  3 juvenile  specimens  of 
petrels  which  they  had  extracted  from  holes  in  the  cliffs. 

Myself  to  the  swampy  area  and  obtained  an  example 
of  Hirundo  ( the  swallow  ) and  a Ptilinopus,  besides  other 
species.  Ptilinopus . like  the  larger  representative  Ducula, 
has  been  hunted  out  here  by  the  Japanese  shooters.  Even  a 
small  bird  like  Ptilinopus  sells  for  80  sen  in  the  markets. 
Though  an  individual  of  this  size  will  make  an  excellent 
meal  for  6 people  when  served  with  rice. 
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November  3 (Tuesday).  Korror.  Our  first  full  day 
of  sunshine.  The  Japanese  staged  their  sports  carnival  in 
the  afternoon.  These  included  races,  contests  and  baseball 
games  between  natives  of  both  sexes  gathered  from  all  over 
the  islands.  Some  of  these  contestants  have  been  waiting 
here  for  days.  Practically  everyone  about  the  place  attended 
the  festivities. 

Umang  showed  up  early  in  the  morning  with  5 more 
petrels.  I am  determined  to  gather  a good  series  of  this 
species  at  all  costs  while  I am  here. 

November  4 (Wednesday ) . Korror.  Up  at  2 A.M. 
again  and  so  to  the  small  islands  where  I obtained  6 petrels. 
I find  this  an  excellent  plan  as  I am  back  in  camp  before  the 
intense  heat  of  the  day  makes  travel  on  the  water  unbearable. 

November  5 (Thursday).  Korror.  Torrents  of  rain. 

I didn' t get  out  of  the  house.  Spent  the  day  labeling 
birds  and  attempting  a budget  for  next  year's  activities. 

This  I found  to  be  a rather  difficult  task;  without  knowledge 
of  prices  and  facilities  of  travel  in  the  Bismarck  Archi- 
pelago. 

Ben  has  been  trying  to  bake  us  some  bread.  The 
flour  here  is  of  such  a poor  quality  that  it  will  not  work 
into  anything  of  quality.  This  particular  grade  is  known 
as  Pollard,  I believe,  and  does  make  excellent  meal  for 
bird  preparation. 

November  6 (Friday).  Korror.  To  the  petrel 
grounds  again  where  we  obtained  4 specimens  before  leaving, 
later  we  visited  the  outlying  reefs  and  obtained  2 cor- 


| x&b  lint  detlt  usfO  .io-j  ToX  . , ~ t 8da*voI? 


cl  leVlate©  sdtaqts  - 

Hadeas!  i-as  edeadroo  , a&os't  J&9J&0 Xoui  eaed?  .r.oonted'fcB  odd 
levo  Us  i^oit  I; -sis  din  sexes  n’Jod  *to  onvllaa  nee  tried  ed/nag 
' sni-tlev  iieBcf  aver'  adofidaed/ioo  aaedd  1o  *2108  . aJbos  la  1 edi 


j isonoldfi  eoBlci  ©rid  daods  eno^teve  -Tjl  LBoidoet  T ,8^bj5  to':  oierf 


ssf  llv  13  aet  e di- 


et oci  3 ddlw  galatoia  cad  a l \l ■ses  qxs  ieworic  $; 


aids  to  u^i'i&v  .t:v.;-c  tedi  ;--  •-■:•  • -■  : - ~ 1 . ■ : 


.eterf  nis  I slid?:  83a 90  I Is  3b  edict  qa 
e'e  .-U  •■iOvxoX  - ; • ' 3 safe  ) X taaViavofl 


Bfllfld  dfo  I eteriw  uhnaiai  llatae  ©rid  ol  oe  i .x  a lags 
{ ^dd  aiotsd  am©  ill  >;oed  1**8  I ss  aexq  da eXIeore  ne  a :nd  raft  i 


©Idatsediin  tede*.’  edd  go  lovetd  aaxis:  Tjeh  edd  to  teed  eenetfni 


.nin  to  edireitol  .toil©:  . { ^JbgturiT  } 8 tedinsvoVr 

:■  . :.  :■  Is  3 ’ ' : : . 

.saidlvltf  ob  R.Vsae^  :20a  -set  ie^Jtod  r 5a  13  ixnedds  baa  er-tid 
sgielwoiol  dnoddlw  ;^sb3  JI»;  oil'll />  teddst  b sd  oJ  lanc'd  1 el. lb 

. { - - 


o gBI 


edi  .Xeetd  ©cios  aa  95lsd  o3  gai\,td  need  sen  ae& 

♦fi  o?i  doa  If  1-v  31  3b  rid  ^dllBup  looq  a doc  a to  ei  ateri  too  C" 
inroad  al  ©Xfitg  tBXnoidtB-.  slriT  «$dlleijp  to  galrid^HB  odai 


. - 


no  idBtfi q.©*rq  Xtid 


19’ideq  ©Id  ->1  noroS  .('•’tell tt  ) a tedinevoH 

. 310l:sf  BBC  -i0  6'f&  B I . . li<  3 d . 8 ' « t : • 9 ?:  i'  ’ ;VJ  OIK 

-xoo  S bellied  do  Igb  etoet  suivXJco  odd  iedlelv  ©?/  tsda-I  • 


164 


morants.  This  species  seems  to  spend  its  time  on  the  outer 
reefs  diving  for  fish.  One  rarely  sees  it  among  the  small 
islands . 

Late  in  the  afternoon  while  visiting  the  swamp 
area  to  await  night  hawks  and  owls  I collected  my  first 
example  of  the  small  rail,  Porzana. 

November  7 (Saturday).  Korror.  Umang  and  I to 
the  small  islands  and  obtained  5 more  petrels  for  our 
morning's  work.  I have  reached  the  place  where  I can 
average  half  my  shots.  fith  a 12  gauge  gun  instead  of 
the  20  I could  undoubtedly  score  a much  higher  average. 

Ben  left  to-day  for  Saipan.  The  Japanese,  I. 
Shimono,  took  up  his  duties  as  cook  and  assistant  prepara- 
tor.  In  the  afternoon  to  visit  a Caroline  Islanders'  arts 
and  crafts  exhibit.  Every  year  at  this  time  the  Japanese 
Government  collects  native  handiwork  from  every  island  and 
displays  these  things  in  one  of  the  Government  buildings. 
Following  the  exhibit  the  materials  are  sent  to  Japan  and 
elsewhere  to  be  sold.  I don't  know  what  becomes  of  the 
funds  accruing  from  this  transaction. 

November  8 (Sunday).  Korr-or.  Umang  andl  out 
again  early  to  return  with  7 petrels.  This  now  gives  us  a 
splendid  series  of  51  individuals  which  will  be  sufficient 
for  our  needs.  Although  we  have  taken  much  longer  than  I 
really  cared  to  to  obtain  the  birds,  we  have  them  prepared 
and  ready  for  the  Museum.  A number  of  other  species  have 
been  taken  during  this  period  as  well,  giving  us  around  200 

specimens . for  the  month,  //hen  one  considers  the  handicaps 
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with  weather  and  other  ends  we  have  not  done  badly  with  our 
time. 

November  9 (Monday).  Korror.  A cable  from  Lang: 
"Money  received  sailing  eleventh  Zamboango."  At  last  the 
news  we  have  been  waiting  for.  This  affords  us  the  oppor- 
tunity of  making  a camp  on  the  eastern  side  of  the  large  is- 
land of  Babaulthaup  without  the  worry  of  cables  delayed  in 
being  relayed  to  us. 

Hunting  for  a short  time  and  thence  to  camp  where 
we  put  everything  in  order.  Hung  up  the  wet  birds  to  keep 
them  away  from  rats  and  ants.  Packed  all  dried  material  and 
laid  in  a quantity  of  stores  for  the  trip.  On  Babaulthaup 
we  have  been  promised  goodly  supplies  of  native  food. 

November  10  (Tuesday).  To  Marakeok.  tfith  all  of 
our  camping  gear  to  the  long  stone  wharf  at  the  northern  end 
of  Korror  Island  and  thence  by  boat  around  the  southern  end 
of  Babaulthaup  Island  to  the  village  of  Marakeok  which  is 
situated  about  halfway  up  the  eastern  side  of  that  island. 

The  gasoline  boat  upon  which  we  traveled  is  owned 
by  the  natives  but  operated  by  Japanese.  A sort  of  communal 
plan  has  been  inaugurated  whereby  natives  buy  shares  in  one 
or  more  boats.  The  profits  are  eaten  up  by  running  expenses 
of  course.  Should  a native  wish  to  sell  his  share  in  a boat 
he  learns  that  he  has  a white  elephant  on  his  hands. 

Beached  Marakeok  late  in  the  afternoon  in  the  rain, 
of  course,  and  established  quarters  in  an  old  4-room  former 
German  house  that  is  now  occupied  by  the  chief  of  this  vil- 
lage. ^uite  naturally,  the  farther  away  we  get  from  the 
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seat  of  government  the  more  primitive  the  people  live. 

We  are  indeed  fortunate  here  with  a large  European 
house,  tin  roofed,  with  a commodious  cook  house  attached.  A 
large  veranda  runs  around  the  four  sides  of  the  house  and  a 
covered  runway  connects  the  house  wi  th  the  cook  shack.  In 
the  latter  a large  stone  fireplace  makes  an  admirable  place 
for  Shimono  San  to  practice  his  culinary  arts.  There  are 
two  large  tin  water  tanks  also,  which  will  give  us  ample 
fresh  water  during  our  stay. 

November  11  (Wednesday).  Marakeok.  All  of  us 
into  the  bush  this  morning.  There  are  an  abundance  of  taro 
swamps  built  in  with  stones  as  on  Korror  Island.  These 
patches  are  located  in  every  direction  from  the  house  and 
some  of  them  cover  many  acres  in  extent,  lie  will  have  no 
difficulty  obtaining  a series  of  rails  from  such  an  abun- 
dance of  marsh  land. 

Behind  this  village  of  sane  hundred  peoples  and 
their  garden  fields  one  finds  considerable  timber  and 
secondary  bush  growing  on  the  low  rolling  hills.  Farther  on 
in  the  interior  one  encounters  open  country  with  barren 
ground  again  as  exoerieneed  previously  at  Eyri. 

The  natives  have  brought  us  an  abundance  of  taro, 
yams,  bananas,  lemons,  pau  paus,  and  pineapples.  Fresh  eggs, 
fish,  lobsters,  oysters  and  even  prawns  are  also  available. 

We  shall  be  able  to  live  well  here. 

There  is  a police  master  and  also  a school  teacher 
stationed  near  at  hand.  Both  of  these  appear  to  know  how  to 
mind  their  own  business.  I haven't  had  half  the  trouble  in 


— 


. 11  e £r» oeq  eriJ  ovJtt  iatftq  *ioia  ©dd  icerantevo^  to  tfiae 

170*018  b rfdi»  tiod  92  ami  Snot  JboeJ&jii  sib  ©V 

eaiiori  jiooo  euol  fcor.no©  s ri?i  w .is'-ooi  nid  ,98irod 

...  _3,*.a  eaiforf  erid  Vj  e iie  mo"  ed3  innc-ts  an. -5  e'-wts^  &:?a.F 

| 

xxT  ,j5o£ da  Tiooo  ©ri?  ri2 i*  ©eirori  edd  edoenrtoo  %bmxsjt.  ,5srt  too 

6*C‘  rcsrfl  .sd~/  5 • - • . ; d eoidCBT  0 ; nst  Q -c  / . •.  iot 

©r,.Mf.  axf  evlT'IIiir  rfoi.'r  ,oel£  adaBd  D.edBw  aid  e^I\c 

,^?8  two  t itol  Ts;r-  .'eert 

I p;*':5ro  Hi.  • .dbedfllBM  . (^BJb89flfi9t'  • II  led-evoK 

In 

oustf  1-0  90XiBftfio'<fB  ; b ©is  £**xsriT  .TiTOli'  slri?  daifd  eti?  o:g2 

-K- 

sserfT  •J&nfilel  10  itoV  no  sb  a an  ode  ’ tit  iv  rr;  ?Xlxrd  aqftrerB 
fine  9300-:*:  ec'i  awil  aoldoe*cl£  ^;iev©  ni  jSadBooi  ©ib  'BedWiq 
on  97Bri  Xf  Iw  o.  .iaet  •:©  c:  bsiob  ^xterr  ibvoo  ©add  to  ©aos 
-rurde-CB  nor-.  id*:*  el  inn  to  aeinea  b aniniisJtfO  ^dXt«>  11*16 

. .ins I d8iec  to  so:. of 

ban  enXqoecr  Asiinori  ©rrr  a to  eysIXiv  eldd . MirisS 

I "its  “is  a xl:  ©XctoTtelie  *o  etoit  ero  aileit  noixe^  .*r:r  rl. 

no  ^eri*tj8ta  .sillri  ^lillorr  woi  odd  00  aoiwcTCfc  fovd  ^inbaoo&e 
eterjed  ddir  y,?ian 00  naqo  eietairoone  ©no  loliedni  sdJ  a ! 

* irrji  is  v.l8r.roiT6io  fieone  iieoxe  ee  n 1b ft  !ri:r:j 
,o*TBd  >u  ©i  O0c.3  ni  t;i  Ousuond  . vBd  aevidsn  sriT  ' 

I *8^8©  rfsenrr  .aslqqseniq  bad  ,8fl8q  uea  .snorseX  .Blene-OB-d 

.eXdsiisvB  08Xb  ©tea  anwaiq  neve  £m  ex$#Bzo  ,8i-©2  ecfo  I .risit 

. y*xeU  IX sw  avll  oJ  eXdB  ©<T  Xlu  da  o\ 

1 lencBoi  Xoorioa  b oele  ins  ledaen  eoiXoo  b 81  eieriT 
od  i'orf  :ro,:,  ot*  *cb ©cf c[B  aaerfd  to  rid  OS  .JE>cbo'  3fe  ncso  JBenol?«J8 
ni  ©Xdnoii  d tied  Bd  d’nsvod  I . sen i Bird'  nwo  ‘ii©dJ  i" 


167 


these  islands  that  I encountered  in  the  other  groups.  Pos- 
sibly because  the  Government  has  become  accustomed  to  me  by 
this  time. 

.November  12  (Thursday).  Marakeok.  All  of  us  to 
the  lake  in  the  interior  this  morning.  This  one  is  of  fresh 
water  and  situated  about  4 miles  in  from  the  coast.  It  is 
probably  a crater  of  a very  old  extinct  volcano.  According 
to  Umang  the  Germans  sounded  the  lake  for  bottom  but  could 
find  none  in  the  center.  The  whole  thing  is  not  more  than 
a mile  long  by  half  a mile  in  width.  A profusion  of  reeds 
and  rushes  grow  around  the  edge  of  the  water  and  behind  that 
a mass  of  brambles  and  bush.  The  small  rail,  Porzana,  in- 
habits this  area  and  two  species  of  chicks  as  well.  Cor- 
morants are  reported  to  nest  here  in  season,  but  none  were 
present  during  this  visit. 

IJmang  and  friend  lashed  a number  of  bamboos  to- 
gether into  a raft.  I placed  myself  in  the  center  of  this 
contraption  with  my  legs  dragging  in  the  water.  With  the 
two  boys  propelling  the  raft  by  swimming  we  were  able  to 
work  round  the  foreshore  of  the  lake  and  collect  two  rails. 
Ducks  were  sighted  but  could  not  be  obtained.  Umang  insists 
that  ducks  were  quite  plentiful  on  the  lake  many  years  ago, 
but  in  these  times  few,  if  any,  are  ever  seen.  He  could  not 
explain  their  disappearance  as  few  are  obtained  by  the  Japa- 
nese hunters. 

Returning  to  camp  I collected  3 examples  of  the 
migrant  cuckoo.  Cue  ulus  optatus.  They  must  have  just  ar- 
rived here  as  natives  told  me  they  had  not  seen  them  before 
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this  season. 

November  13  (Friday).  Marakeok.  7e  have  settled 
upon  a satisfactory  arrangement  with  our  household.  Shimono 
arises  early,  prepares  breakfast  and  has  that  on  the  table 
at  daylight.  Following  which  he  and  Umang  wash  the  dishes 
before  beginning  their  day's  collecting. 

These  two  return  from  the  bush  early  in  the  after- 
noon and  are  permitted  two  hours  of  sleep  before  undertaking 
the  more  complicated  and  heavy  evening  meal,  le  find  our 
own  lunch. 

Myself  into  the  secondary  bush  and  taro  swamps 
near  camp.  One  Porphyrio  was  obtained.  This  bird  is  rare 
in  this  group.  Several  years  ago,  so  I've  been  told,  a 
Japanese  collector  from  the  Imperial  University  in  Tokyo 
spent  many  weeks  in  this  group  before  he  obtained  an  example 
of  this  species. 

November  14  (Saturday).  Marakeok.  An  old  native 
named  Peter  visited  us  to-day  and  announced  that  he  had  been 
a shoot-boy  for  the  Austrian  naturalist  Kubary  when  that  in- 
dividual was  collecting  here.  Old  Peter  told  us  also  that 
the  Japanese  collector  had  injected  formalin  into  his  birds 
and  had  not  bothered  to  skin  them.  I should  like  very  much 
to  see  such  a collection. 

To  the  lake  again  to-day  where  we  repeated  the 
performance  of  Thursday  and  returned  with  5 Porzana  along 
with  other  material. 

Sent  Umang  out  for  owls  this  evening.  Umang  shot 
one  example  but  a*  such  close  range  that  he  blew  it  to 
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pieces.  This  speoies,  like  its  relative  in  the  Bismarok 
Archipelago,  calls  for  a period  of  3 minutes  or  more  before 
it  flies  to  some  other  locality. 

November  15  (Sunday).  Marakeok.  Took  advantage 
of  the  good  weather  by  collecting  during  the  morning.  I ob- 
tained a small  rail,  Porzana,  in  the  swamps  near  the  house. 
In  the  evening  after  dark  obtained  another  owl  in  the  swamps 
near  the  sea  beach.  I have  found  this  bird  particularly 
hard  to  see  and  shoot  at  night.  <le  should  have  at  least  3 
flashlights,  one  for  each  of  us,  to  use  in  collecting.  Lo- 
cating these  birds  at  night  is  simply  a proee33  of  getting 
the  eyes  of  the  bird  in  the  beam  of  the  lamp.  If  done,  they 
light  up  like  two  balls  of  fire.  One  shoots  at  the  eyes  and 
is  sometimes  successful  in  collecting  a specimen.  The 
problem  of  getting  within  gun  range  is  often  hazardous, par- 
ticularly if  one  stumbles  into  a swamp  and  sinks  waist  deep 
iiljt  he  water  and  ooze. 

November  16  (Monday).  Marakeok.  Sent  Shimono  off 
to  Horror  to  obtain  flashlights  and  batteries.  He  will  turn 
in  our  collecting  report  as  well. 

Umang  and  I into  the  secondary  bush  and  obtained 
a quota  of  birds,  including  the  wood  swallow,  Artamus. 

This  is  seen  occasionally  flying  and  displaying  over  the 
taro  patches  or  resting  on  a dead  branch  of  a high  tree. 

November  17  (Tuesday).  Marakeok.  Heavy  rains  all 
day.  I remained  in  the  house  checking  and  labeling  speci- 
mens. Umang  turned  in  a rail  and  several  small  brown  Tu 
Taus  (Pitohui)  which  he  had  obtained  with  aux  cartridges. 
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We  have  found  a very  satisfactory  means  of  combating  the 
grease  on  fat  birds  like  the  pigeon,  Duoula.  These  are 
skinned  out  completely  first  of  all.  Arsenic  and  alum  are 
sprinkled  on  the  head,  neck,  legs  and  wings  while  corn  meal 
saturated  with  gasoline  is  packed  on  the  fat  parts  of  the 
tail  and  body.  These  are  permitted  to  set  for  twelve  hours 
ot  more  before  being  scraped,  sponged  in  gasoline  and  made 
up.  It  is  hoped  that  this  method  will  relieve  the  evils  of 
grease  burning  somewhat. 

November  18  (’Wednesday).  Marakeok.  With  Umang 
into  the  bush  and  obtained  a good  series  of  specimens  in- 
cluding two  more  rails,  Hypotaeni dia.  The  hunting  is  so 
good  here  that  I think  it  advisable  to  remain  on  another 
week  or  more  before  shifting  camp.  The  natives  have  proven 
themselves  most  cooperative  in  informing  us  of  the  locality 
of  birds.  Never  a day  goes  by  but  what  numbers  of  them 
come  to  see  what  we  have  taken  and  to  give  us  their  names 
for  each  species. 

These  particular  residents  are  quite  primitive  in 
that  they  wear  almost  no  clothing  of  any  sort.  The  men  use 
a small  thin  G string  and  the  women  a short  grass  strip  be- 
fore and  behind.  This  is  a contrast  to  the  abundance  of 
clothing  worn  in  Korror.  Despite  this  lack  of  wearing  ap- 
parel on  the  part  of  the  people,  they  keep  their  houses, 
compounds  and  gardens  in  a very  orderly  condition.  It  is 
strange  to  think  that  here  the  inhabitants  live  in  plenty 
while  on  other  parts  of  the  island  people  are  on  the  verge 
of  starvation  all  of  the  time.  I presume  in  ages  gone  by 
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the  forefathers  of  these  people  fought  hard  to  acquire  this 
productive  nlot  of  ground. 

Shimono  returned  this  evening  with  the  flashlights 
and  batteries.  He  made  a quick  trip  by  taking  a canoe  from 
Korror  to  the  big  island  and  then  walking  across  land  to 
our  station. 

Out  this  evening  and  obtained  one  owl.  The  noise 
of  the  shot  must  have  frightened  the  others  away;  we  heard 
no  others  during  the  evening. 

November  19  (Thursday).  Marakeok.  Hunting  for 
rails  this  morning  in  the  swamps  near  camp.  Thence  to  sleep 
all  afternoon  in  preparation  for  a night  in  the  bush  for 
owls.  Umang,  Shimono  and  I made  a night  of  it  chasing  all 
over  the  place  every  time  we  heard  a bird  start  his  3 
minute  serenade.  After  many  and  sundry  wettings  from  tum- 
bles in  taro  gardens  we  returned  to  camp  well  after  midnight 
with  3 owls.  The  last  one  was  taken  in  a clump  of  trees 
somewhere  near  the  lake. 

November  20  (Friday).  Marakeok.  Umang  and  Shi- 
mono hunting  again  and  returned  with  a Porphyrio  and  two 
examples  of  the  small  heron,  Ardetta,  which  they  found  in 
the  secondary  bush  the  other  side  of  the  swamps. 

November  21  (Saturday).  Marakeok.  Rather  a full 
day.  The  hunters  visited  the  lake  and  returned  with  a full 
bag  of  birds  and  a couple  of  flying  faxes.  Myself  out  in 
the  evening  and  obtained  one  owl  and  one  night  hawk. 

The  Japanese  pinnace,  with  the  Spanish  padre 

aboard,  broke  down  just  outside  our  harbor  this  afternoon 
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and  caused  no  end  of  consternation  among  the  natives  when  it 
began  drifting  out  to  sea.  .7e  were  treated  to  a rare,  almost 
unbelievable  spectacle  when  the  German  missionary  enroute 
somewhere  in  a native  canoe  stopped  and  began  pacing  up  and 
down  the  beach.  The  German  wringing  his  hands  and  praying 
(out  loud)  to  the  Lord  to  carry  the  boat  out  to  sea  and 
destroy  the  Godless  Spaniard  while  the  padre  down  on  his 
knees  (out  on  the  boat)  was  evidently  calling  upon  his 
spiritual  benefactor  to  save  him  from  a watery  grave.  In 
the  end  the  padre's  words  carried  the  most  weight.  Umang 
and  cohorts  rigged  up  a big  sailing  canoe,  took  after  the 
pinnace  and  eventually  towed  it  back  to  port  with  the  canoe 
under  sail  all  of  the  time. 

This,  by  the  way,  was  no  mean  feat  of  seamanship 
for  the  light  canoe  to  pull  a much  heavier  boat  to  windward 
under  sai  1 only. 

I might  add  further  that  in  German  times  this 
same  evil-looking,  savage,  one-eyed  Umang  was  the  official 
pilot  for  all  German  ships  coming  into  or  going  out  of  the 
harbors  of  the  Palau  Islands. 

Also  4 years  previous  to  our  visit  Umang  was 
caught  on  a Japanese  boat  of  about  3 l/2  tons  when  the  en- 
gine of  that  pinnace  broke  down.  Umang  used  shirts, 
clothing  and  blankets  to  sail  the  small  boat  before  the 
wind  to  Davau  in  the  Philippine  Islands. 

November  22  (Sunday).  Marakeok.  Finished  up 
our  birds  in  the  morning  and  spent  the  remainder  of  the  day 
taking  pictures.  Mrs.  Goultas  has  found  time  previously  to 
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take  some  exposures  and  had  had.  a remarkable  degree  of  suc- 
cess with  them. 

November  23  (Monday).  Marakeok.  Along  the  beach 
and  foreshore  at  the  north  of  camp  to  collect  night  herons 
which  are  now  congregating  in  the  tops  of  tall  mangrove 
trees.  Strange  enough  every  one  of  the  birds  taken  were 
females  with  well-developed  eggs.  I am  wondering  whether 
the  male  doesn't  share  in  the  incubation  and  spend  the  day- 
light hours  on  the  nest. 

Shimono  to  the  lake  alone  and  returned  with  a 
cormorant  in  his  bag  of  birds.  ,7e  were  under  the  impression 
that  cormorants  were  not  to  be  found  at  the  lake  at  this 
time  of  year. 

November  24  (Tuesday).  Marakeok.  To  the  lake 
area  again  but  no  ducks.  I did  obtain  one  more  small  rail 
with  the  aid  of  the  bamboo  raft. 

Out  in  the  evening  for  owls  but  was  not  success- 
ful. We  are  having  the  moon  now  and  that  destroys  the  pos- 
sibility of  collecting  these  birds. 

November  25  (Wednesday).  Marakeok.  A cable  has 
reached  us  from  Lang  on  the  'Prance.  * He  sailed  from 
Zamboango  last  Mond^r . To  the  swamps  north  and  west  of  camp 
where  I spent  hours  wading  around  in  the  ooze  and  much. 
Fortune  favored  me  in  that  I obtained  2 ducks  both  males  by 
the  way,  and  four  rails.  Umang  and  Shimono  were  g^reat 
help  in  maneuvring  the  rails  toward  me.  The  Japanese,  I 
must  say,  was  thoroughly  disgusted  with  life  in  the  swamrs. 
He  pleaded  with  me  not  to  send  him  in  such  a place  again. 
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November  26  (Thursday).  Marakeok.  Hunting  a 
while  in  the  morning,  thence  to  observe  Thanksgiving  Day. 
The  police  master  has  gone  to  Korror  which  promoted  the  na- 
tives to  have  a big  feast  in  his  absence.  i7e  were  treated 
to  all  sorts  of  native  dishes,  including  pig  roasted  over 
hot  stones. 

November  27  (Friday).  Marakeok.  To  the  lake 
region  again  and  obtained  a number  of  small  rails  along 
with  other  species.  Shimono  is  having  trouble  with  his 
legs.  I think  he  is  on  the  verge  of  Beri  Beri  from  a 
constant  rice  diet.  I have  tried  to  induce  him  to  eat 
heartily,  but  he  refuses  by  saying  that  if  one  gets  into 
the  habit,  he  will  always  be  hungry. 

November  28  (Saturday).  Marakeok.  Considerable 
rain  to-day.  Only  a short  time  in  the  bush  and  a few 
birds.  Out  in  the  evening  for  night  hawks  but  no  success. 

November  29  (Sunday).  Marakeok.  To  the  lake  re- 
gion again  to-day,  especially  for  ducks,  fe  obtained  none 
though  we  chased  them  back  and  forth  across  the  lake  for 
hours. 

A native  hunter  turned  in  a lallioolumba.  I have 
been  trying  for  days  to  locate  this  species,  but  without 
success.  Paid  the  native  one  yen  for  his  bird.  I believe 
he  earned  it  too.  This  boy  tells  me  that  this  species  is 
rarely,  if  ever,  seen  any  more. 

November  30  (Monday).  Marakeok.  Finished  up 
our  specimens  and  packed  all  effects  for  our  trip  to  Eyri 
and  thence  Korror. 
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I have  been  trying  for  days  to  induce  the  natives 
to  take  me  to  the  island  of  Kiangat  which  lies  15  miles 
across  open  water  to  the  north 'ard  of  Babaulthaup  Island. 
The  natives  will  not  make  the  trip  in  their  boats  or  canoes 
at  this  time  of  year.  They  are  afraid  of  adverse  winds, 
calms  and  the  ocean  currents.  After  all  they  know  the  area 
much  better  than  I do.  I should  have  liked  to  visit  that 
island  because  of  a grebe  reported  from  that  locality. 

December  1 (Tuesday).  Eyri.  All  of  us  in  an 
old  3loop  with  Umang  down  the  coast  to  Eyri  again.  Our 
guide  thinks  he  knows  of  a place  where  we  can  find  Gralli- 
columba.  r.7e  stopped  at  the  island  of  Koi  Kuhl , near  Eyri , 
and  spent  the  whole  afternoon  and  evening  looking  for  the 
bird  but  without  even  a sign  of  it.  Residents  told  us  that 
they  had  known  of  its  being  here,  but  had  not  seen  one  for 
some  time. 

I did  observe  a hawk  during  the  afternoon  and 
nearly  broke  my  neck  running  and  falling  down  a steep  cliff 
trying  to  obtain  it.  Natives  have  a name  for  the  hawk  but 
declare  that  they  see  one  only  at  rare  intervals. 

Spent  the  night  camped  in  an  old  tin  house  on  the 
wharf  near  Eyri. 

December  2 (Wednesday).  Korror.  A pleasant  trip 
in  our  delapidated  long-boat  to  reach  Korror  shortly  before 
noon.  There  I found  a cable  awaiting  me  from  the  Museum, 
"Instruct  Department  Commerce  Manila  regarding  return  to 
United  States  new  propel  lerv-Murp  hy.  " 

I have  only  to  await  the  arrival  of  Lang  and  the 


sevJdBf-  ©rid  eoo'ril od  ‘sol  need  rived  I 

bbLIf:  31  Beil  deina  ^fipfiUE  to  6c  si  si  erf*  cd  era  ©xcd  oJ 
. &3s£bI  jjj  a rid  Ion  da"  to  Arcs  ’ rid*  ore  ©rid  od  isds  y n.e qo  sc  on  os 

kboobo  to  adsoc  i iedd  r:i  qiid  erid  - rie-  doalllw  aerlific  ori'i 

, Mnir.  ©e*revofl  to  £1  *i  e eife  ^eriT  .tbs^  said  tin:  z>: 
&81B  iedd  won*  ’jerid  LIB  iftdner rs&o  neaico  erid  fine 

. 

. i l i.’l  in  .id  o'  • _ < . ede-x,.  ~ to  ■■■■■■■:  i r sr 

:{.?  ni  «:j  ":c  ILL  .It,; L . Bjts&al' ) j -rod  - &o©( 

n-s, 

rarO  iiv.ri  co  dseoo  edj  a,vo.b  gtxetfJ  ridlw  •.•ocXs  Mo 

-i  Clc;-  fenit  aeo  ew  eiaf,r  ©oelq  s to  sword  eri  stxildd  elioj 
, Itt;  ~ ©r  , It  nv  i o i ' j riaalai  ©rid  d©  Xeoqods  ©V,  .sdnoloo 

V0t  ■ r;  ;o  v o ;;i-  7 :v d t s.Miva  ©:  3 : ' ' . ' ' : 

dBrid  B3  51  co  c.:.;eJ)ie&T  ,31  to  ngis  b neve  do  odd  jw  dacf  Jr:i-i 

. Ted  gale*  or.*  i to  awon  i>ea  ^erid 

.©raid  enoft 

/nr-:  noomcedtfi  odd  Ftxi’xo.fc  I'red  e &VT&& oo  Ili>  I 
till©  qosds  © nro£  snilfet  fine  •yxitmm  : oen  yet  esioid  xliorii; 
dad  2*3  0 ©rid  -O'i  e.:na  e t •:>  eevrie.:  . Ji  ni© duo  od  jaijri: 

.aleviedni  ©T3T  do  \:X/  o ©no  tree  yodu  dfsrid  st e ' •'•  f 
arid  no  eeoon  aid  J&Xo  as  ci  isecrirso  dxixic  edj  3 eqg 

.iTc.'.  Ti  ©n  Ji  ’ 

q.Jhcd  jneseelq  i .'iOTro.h  . ( v^fcaeajjet } S T©dr;.eo©ri 
©Toted  d iOrie  aoiiori  rioeeT  od  3b  -c-pnol  f ad  fiA  Jeeps  I ©X  too  rJ 
r ■ '"  ■ v . ■ ./  td  r (•'::■  :n  . - _ 

od  mad  err . gci  i.-tbsot  bIJabM  oo*!  c-  jo:  dpertdTBq&cr'  3 ; t : . . ' 

. :rirri,.  ‘-T'rr  ■eaoT'i  ^ r : b©3b33  n©di: 
©dj  J&iTB  ?--neJ  to  leviTiB  arid  diBr;©  od  ^Ino  evso  I 


176 


’Prance'  to  know  what  to  do  about  this  matter. 

•7e  found  everything  in  good  order  at  our  camp  at 
Mary's  house  except  that  our  hostess  reported  that  the  Japa- 
nese had  visited  her  and  examined  our  specimens  in  our  ab- 
sence. 

December  3 (Thursday).  To  Small  Islands.  With 
Umang  and  Uxnat  in  the  old  boat  to  the  small  islands  south  and 
just  this  side  of  Peleleul.  Shimono  will  remain  in  Korror 
and  await  the  arrival  of  the  'Prance.  ' 

,7e  had  a wretched  trip  down  among  the  small  islands 
and  didn't  reach  our  destination,  Ngeanges  until  10  P.M. 
Evidently  we  started  out  just  at  the  beginning  of  a typhoon 
which  passed  well  to  the  northward  as  it  started  raining 
and  kept  i t up  all  day  and  night.  There  was  no  wind,  just  a 
deluge  of  water. 

Once  on  the  island,  with  everything  wet,  we  were 
forced  into  a more  miserable  night.  ,7e  chose  a de lapidated 
house  (good  one  by  report)  for  a camp,  but  couldn't  sleep  be- 
cause of  the  sandflies.  In  all  of  my  life  I have  never  seen 
them  so  thick  nor  have  I,  since  Kusaie,  seen  the  bush  rats 
so  numerous. 

The  boys,  by  some  miracle,  got  a fire  started 
with  coconut  husks  under  an  overhanging  ledge  and  kept  us 
supplied  with  hot  tea  and  rice  all  night.  Wisely  we  brought 
fresh  water  with  us, for  there  is  none  on  the  island. 

December  4 (Friday).  Ngeanges.  Into  the  bush  and 
found  our  series  of  Megapodes.  This  is  one  of  the  snecies 
we  came  after.  They  were  found  to  be  quite  numerous  in  the 
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low  shrub  and  thickets  that  cover  this  island.  How  these 
birds  subsist  without  water  is  beyond  me. 

We  found  no  Zosterops  nor  the  Mega-Zosterops.  The 
latter  has  been  taken  on  these  islands  and  is  known  from  a 
single  specimen.  Umang  doesn't  know  the  bird,  but  tells  me 
that  Kubary  visited  Peleleul  during  his  stay  in  this  group. 

I shall  have  to  devise  some  means  of  getting  to  that  island. 
It  can't  be  done  with  this  boat  in  this  kind  of  weather 
though. 

The  sandflies  literally  ate  us  alive.  We  tried 
rubbing  our  bodies  with  coconut  meat  to  leave  an  oil  residue 
on  our  skins,  but  that  didn't  work  worth  a cent. 

The  natives  would  rush  into  the  salt  water  every 
few  minutes  and  wash  off  the  pests,  but  we  can't  do  that 
and  skin  birds  at  the  same  time. 

Just  after  dark  we  loaded  everything  into  the 
boat  and  anchored  off  the  island  for  the  night.  ',7e  slept 
in  cramped  positions,  but  were  free  from  the  ravages  of 
sandflies  nevertheless. 

December  5 (Saturday).  To  Korror.  The  whole  day 
was  oonsumed  in  sailing  against  a northeast  wind  and  rain. 
Our  camp  on  Korror  was  not  reached  until  late  at  night. 
During  lunch  hour,  while  anchoring  at  one  of  the  small  is- 
lands, the  boys  climbed  over  the  rocks  and  obtained  5 more 
petrels  from  their  nesting  burrows.  These  birds  proved 
later  to  be  of  both  sexes. 

December  6 (Sunday).  Korror.  The  sandflies  have 
eaten  us  terribly.  There  isn't  a place  a half  a square  inch 
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in  extent  on  our  bodies  that  doesn’t  have  one  or  more  fes- 
tered sores  on  it.  The  itching  and  burning  from  these 
abrasions  is  most  annoying.  We  have  resorted  to  hot  water 
baths  at  intervals  and  generous  applications  of  Calvert’s 
20  /o  carbolic  soap.  This  method  does  relieve  us  some. 

No  collecting  to-day. 

December  7 (Monday).  Korror.  y/ith  Umang  and  a 
small  boy  in  a canoe  to  the  small  islands  south  of  Korror 
again.  We  hoped  to  obtain  examples  of  a black  and  white 
tern  that  has  been  reported  from  there.  I did  find  a pair 
of  night  hawks  roosting  together  in  a mangrove  thicket  and 
obtained  those. 

December  8 (Tuesday).  Korror.  With  Umang  and 
Shimono  to  the  eastern  end  of  Korror  Island  where  we  had 
been  told  we  might  find  another  kind  of  rail.  As  a matter 
of  fact  we  did  hear  it  crying  in  the  heavy  grasses  and  un- 
derbrush, but  were  not  able  to  get  a sight  of  the  bird. 
During  the  process  of  our  excursion  two  more  owls  were 
added  to  our  collections. 

December  9 (Wednesday).  To  Imaliek.  With  Umang 
in  a canoe  to  the  village  of  Imaliek  on  the  western  side 
of  Babaulthaup  where  we  will  spend  a few  days  looking  for 
Erythruva.  Callioolumba,  Megazosterops  and  other  species 
that  we  need  badly  to  complete  our  series.  The  birds  of 
this  group  of  islands  seem  to  be  scattered  badly  or  to  be 
more  explicit  restricted  to  limited  areas. 

Shimono  will  wait  in  Korror  for  the  arrival  of 
the  'France*  which  should  be  here  any  day  now.  Another 
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owl  was  obtained  in  the  mangrove  thickets  near  the  village. 

There  appear  to  be  a number  of  owls  and  night 
hawks  frequenting  the  thiokets  alongside  the  beach. 

December  10  (Thursday).  Imaliek.  Quarters  have 
been  established  in  an  "Old  Men's  House"  which  is  also 
called  an  "Abi."  This  type  of  building  was  found  in  every 
village  throughout  the  group  in  the  earlier  days  and  served 
as  a communal  center  for  the  men. 

Those  buildings  varied  in  size  with  each  locality. 
The  one  here  at  Imaliek  was  about  100  feet  long  by  25  feet 
wide  and  approximately  30  feet  high  at  the  peak  of  the 
roof.  The  house  itself  stood  on  heavy  piles  carved  from 
large  trees;  the  flooring  was  of  wide  four-inch  planking 
while  the  crossbeam  uprights  and  rafters  comprised  one- 
foot  square  heavy  timbers.  For  years  past  the  history  and 
activities  of  the  clan  were  carved  out  and  recorded  on  the 
face  of  the  heavy  logs  with  pictures  and  designs.  From 
an  ethnographical  standpoint  these  old  buildings  with  their 
fine  carvings  are  priceless.  Unfortunately,  the  Japanese 
are  encouraging  natives  to  destroy  them  and  build  flimsy 
3awn  timber  buildings  in  their  stead.  Now  very  few  of 
them  remain  in  group.  The  one  at  Imaliek  may  be  called  one 
of  the  finest  of  its  kind  remaining. 

The  natives  gave  their  reasons  for  the  heavy 
timbers  in  the  Abi’s  as  a recourse  against  typhoons.  Should 
the  wind  blow  one  of  them  down  as  sometimes  happens,  the 
heavy  timbers  will  not  be  broken  in  the  fall.  They  need 
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only  to  be  replaced  again  and  a new  roof  placed  on  the 
structure  to  put  it  in  good  order. 

I had  the  misfortune  to  run  into  one  of  these 
pestiferous  individuals  who  called  himself  a Government 
patrol  officer.  It  became  necessary  for  me  to  return  to 
Korror  with  him  and  receive  a special  permit  to  collect 
in  the  vicinity  of  Imaliek.  The  Government  is  building 
a military  road  back  in  the  interior  so  I presume  this  in- 
dividual was  afraid  I would  feast  my  eyes  on  their  work. 

I have  seen  the  thing  a dozen  times,  but  never  gave  the 
matter  a second  thought. 

Once  in  Korror  and  the  permit  granted  my  friend 
wanted  to  turn  me  loose.  I demanded  transport  at  ion  b ack 
to  Imaliek  and  by  George  I got  it  too. 

December  11  (Friday).  To  Imaliek.  Returned  to 
camp  late  in  the  afternoon,  just  in  time  to  go  for  owls 
and  night  hawks.  Obtained  one  example  of  the  latter. 

December  IE  (Saturday).  Imaliek.  The  country 
in  this  portion  of  the  island  is  similar  to  that  around 
Syri.  There  is  a trifle  more  vegetation  on  the  exposed 
iron  stone  ridges  in  places.  One  finds  patches  of  low, 
coarse  grass  which  should  accommodate  finches. 

Umang  tells  me  he  has  never  seen  the  finch  on 
this  part  of  the  island.  At  the  same  time  he  is  not  too 
sure  of  himself  either.  He  spent  the  whole  day  combing 
the  countryside,  but  found  very  few  birds.  Monarches  and 
Myzomelas  are  both  fairly  common  in  the  trees  and  shrubs 
that  surround  the  village.  >7e  are  able  to  take  them  at 
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any  time  we  like.  Zosterops,  though,  are  as  scarce  here  as 
elsewhere.  One  only  hears  them  occasionally  as  they  fly 
back  and  forth  from  one  low  tree  to  another. 

December  13  (Sunday).  Imaliek.  About  80  men 
from  the  island  of  Yap,  who  have  been  brought  here  by  the 
Japanese  to  work  on  the  military  road,  showed  up  last  night 
about  11  P.M.  and  asked  permission  to  dance  for  us.  They 
had  heard  white  people  were  camped  at  Imaliek  and  had 
walked  some  20  miles  just  to  entertain  us. 

Fortunately,  the  Oilmen's  house  was  large  enough 
to  accommodate  all  of  them  who  formed  in  2 lines  of  20  men 
each  on  both  sides  of  the  house. 

Beginning  with  prayers  to  their  own  gods  those 
men  performed  one  dance  after  another  until  about  5 o'clock 
in  the  morning.  .7e  were  deeply  impressed  by  the  exactitude 
and  coordination  of  movements  of  all  of  them.  Each  dance 
was  accompanied  by  a chant  from  a leader  or  from  all  the  par- 
ticipants. Yap  people  are  famous  for  this  diversion  whieh  is 
a very  important  part  of  their  culture.  As  soon  as  the  male 
child  learns  to  walk  he  begins  practicing  steps.  In  later 
years  his  position  in  the  tribe  is  governed  to  a moderate  ex- 
tent by  his  ability  to  exectte  the  more  difficult  perfor- 
mances* Women  too  have  their  own  methods  of  expression,  but 
we  were  not  permitted  to  see  them  as  no  women  came  with  the 
men. 

The  Japanese  tried  a number  of  times  to  hold  these 
exhibitions  in  check  but  each  time  the  Yap  people  refused  to 

work  any  longer.  At  present  these  headstrong  and  determined 
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people  are  permitted  one  week  night,  Saturday  night  and 
Sunday  for  their  demonstrations. 

After  a few  hours'  rest  and  sleep  the  men  re- 
turned at  10  A.M.  and  oontinued  on  until  2 P.M.  In  all 
some  47  different  dances  were  given  ranging  from  hilarious 
offerings  to  some  almost  vulgar  performance,  tfe  enjoyed 
every  bit  of  it  and  were  sorry  to  see  them  stop  when  they 
did. 

Afterwards  I struggled  and  pleaded  with  the  Palau 
people  to  give  us  an  exhibition  of  their  culture.  These 
latter  have  been  overmiss  ionized  to  the  extent  that  most  of 
them  have  forgotten  their  steps.  Others  have  been  so  in- 
timidated that  they  refused  to  perform,  ihat  a crime  it  is 
to  destroy  native  culture  and  leave  nothing  in  return. 

I found  enough  rice  to  feed  the  visitors  before 
they  returned  to  their  work  at  the  other  end  of  the  island. 

December  14  (Monday).  Imaliek.  Pood  is  a prob- 
lem with  the  people  of  this  village.  They  have  no  taro 
gardens  and  very  few  vegetables.  Tapioca  grows  in  some  of 
the  basins.  That  product  and  fish  are  the  mainstay  of  the 
household.  No  one  lives  in  the  interior  behind  them  so 
they  have  no  one  with  which  to  exchange  their  fish  for  other 
commes titles. 

Umang  and  I spent  another  discouraging  day  in  the 
bush,  but  without  satisfactory  results.  No  one  in  this 
village  has  seen  a jallicolumba  for  years. 

December  15  (Tuesday).  Imaliek.  Back  into  the 
interior  again  with  Ltaang.  7e  had  a long  day  in  secondary 
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buah  wherever  we  could  find  it.  No  new  or  desired  material 
came  to  light.  A note  reached  us  in  the  evening  from 
Shimono  stating  that  the  'Prance1  had  arrived  in  port. 

December  16  (Wednesday).  Korror.  7ith  Umang  in 
a canoe  to  Korror  and  thence  to  the  ship.  Once  on  board  we 
learned  that  the  ship  had  arrived  yesterday  after  a long 
trip  from  the  Philippines.  There  had  been  little  wind  and 
with  the  engine  running  spasmodically  they  had  a hard  time 
of  it. 

The  two  James  boys,  John  and  Harold,  from  Seattle, 
informed  me  that  they  had  taken  matters  in  their  own  hands 
after  finishing  school  and  had  come  out  to  Manila  to  find 
the  expedition  and  join  it.  This  was  entirely  without  the 
knowledge  of  the  Museum  and  greeted  me  like  a thunderbolt. 
Here  they  were  flat  broke  and  no  funds  back  home  with  which 
to  return  them.  I concluded  that  it  was  be3t  to  keep  them 
on  and  help  us  work  the  ship  to  Pabaul.  Once  there,  they 
could  stay  a while  and  then  look  elsewhere  for  employment. 
John  had  learned  something  about  the  engine  and  could  run 
that  as  well  as  anyone  else.  He  would  be  more  than  a help 
to  us.  The  Captain  elaborated  on  his  long  63-day  trip  to 
Manila  from  Guam.  He  and  the  boys  passed  through  2 typhoons 
and  nearly  lost  the  ship  in  one  of  them;  on  August  7 when 
the  port  foretop  mast  backstay  and  the  forward  shroud  both 
parted.  Lang  had  to  take  the  sails  off  and  had  nothing  to 
work  with  until  he  made  his  repairs. 

Considerable  time  was  lost  trying  to  sail  the 
ship  through  the  San  Bernadino  Straits  of  the  Philippines. 
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Lang  should  have  taken  the  ship  around  the  northern  end  of 
Luzon  where  the  current  would  have  helped  him  as  he  learned 
later. 

Once  in  Manila  the  Captain  snent  a week  in  the 
hospital  and  the  rest  of  his  time  trying  to  paoify  the 
Philippine  customs.  One  can  forgive  him  for  most  of  his 
trouble  with  those  people  as  anyone  who  has  had  experience 
with  the  Filipinos  can  testify. 

Lang,  like  a great  many  sailors,  is  unsurpassable 
in  his  judgment  and  conduct  at  sea,  but  on  land  is  as  help- 
less as  a new-born  babe.  On  top  of  that  Lang  neglected  to 
remain  sober  during  his  stay  ashore  in  that  port. 

I should  have  gone  with  the  vessel  to  Manila, 
nad  I done  so  therejwould  have  been  no  collecting  done  during 
the  trip  and  likewise  the  expedition  would  probably  have 
terminated  theh  and  there. 

The  old  engine  wa3  on  board,  the  new  one  having 
been  returned  to  the  manufacturers  by  the  Museum  as  one 
would  expect  then  to  do  under  the  circumstances.  Had  Lang 
gone  ahead  and  behaved  himself  we  would  have  had  the  new 
engine  without  any  of  the  trouble  that  arose.  I accept  the 
blame  for  all  of  it  as  I was  the  one  who  sent  him  to  Manila 
in  the  first  place. 

The  old  engine  had  been  repaired  as  be3t  Atlantic 
Gulf  anti  Pacific  could  do  it.  Pull  valves  had  been  set  and 
trimmed,  broken  oil  pipes  repaired,  all  bearing  adjusted  or 
replaces,  circulating  waterpump  repaired,  one  broken  Governor 
repaired.  New  Phosphor  bronze  wrist  pin  bearings  made,  also 
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one  new  peroussion  cup  had  been  installed  to  put  the  en- 
gine In  running  order.  The  alignment  of  the  engine  had 
been  changed  as  well. 

I might  add  here  for  the  sake  of  record  that 
the  day  the  'France*  was  sold  in  Habaul  the  engine  was 
taken  out,  sent  ashore  to  a workshop  and  rebuilt  again. 

It  never  worked  well  even  after  that  and  was  broken  up  in 
1934. 

Sundry  other  minor  repairs  were  affected  in  Ma- 
nila. Broken  rigging  was  replaced  so  that  upon  arrival  in 
Palau  the  whole  above  decks  were  sound  and  seaworthy. 

One  thing  Lang  did  manage  to  do  and  that  was 
stock  the  3hip  with  some  .American  tinned  goods.  These 
would  be  of  service  in  the  field  anywhere  either  with  or 
without  a ship.  I was  certainly  pleasedjto  get  those  items. 

December  17  (Thursday).  To  Peleleul.  Gabled  the 
Museum  announcing  the  arrival  of  the  'France'  and  our  next 
destination  of  Habaul. 

To  the  Government  and  requested  permission  to  take 
the  'France'  to  the  outlying  islands  of  Peleleul  for  one 
day  while  I attempted  to  obtain  Megazosterops  and  Jflrythruva. 
The  Japanese  would  not  hear  of  this  plan  but  did  agree  to 
give  me  passage  on  a small  Japanese  boat  going  that  way  this 
day. 

I returned  to  the  ship, packed  a hurried  kit  and 
took  off  with  Umang  for  those  islands,  to  return  tomorrow 
night.  This  gives  me  but  a few  hours  there,  but  should  be 
sufficient  if  I can  find  the  material. 
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Aboard  the  boat  and  reached  the  low,  sandy  island 
of  Peleleul  at  dusk.  Phis  island  or  group  of  Islands  joined 
together  by  reef  is  unlike  any  other  in  the  group  that  i 
have  visited.  It  has  no  altitude  to  speak  of  and  is  sandy 
throughout.  In  1929  a typhoon  passed  over  the  island 
sweeping  everything  before  it.  Not  one  tree  was  left 
standing.  At  present  the  coconuts  have  turned  their  heads 
up  again  and  are  producing.  One  can  walk  along  and  pick 
off  the  nuts  which  are  usually  level  with  one's  shoulders. 

Back  in  the  interior  the  whole  place  is  a mass  of 
shambles  with  dead  trees  and  branches  of  these  mixed  up 
with  growing  bushes  of  all  sorts. 

It  is  almost  a hopeless  task  to  try  to  out  a 
path  through  this  tangled  mass.  There  are  no  gardens  either. 
The  natives  subsist  on  coconuts  and  fish.  I was  able  to 
find  and  obtain  two  female  Porphyrios  before  dark. 

December  18  (Friday).  To  Korror.  Cut  at  day- 
light and  located  a flock  of  Megazos  terops.  I followed 
them  through  the  bush  and  obtained  9 specimens  before  I 
lost  the  flock.  They  feed  on  the  blossoms  of  flowering 
trees  and  have  a sweet  little  syllation  which  they  carol 
when  feeding  and  flying  much  after  the  manner  of  the 
Rhampozosterops  of  Ponape  Island.  I shouldn't  be  surprised 
but  what  they  are  very  closely  related  to  one  another. 

I didn't  see  a sign  of  finch  though  the  natives 
assure  me  that  they  are  present  in  the  thickets  on  the 
island. 

The  Japanese  boat  showed  up  at  noon  which  forced 
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us  to  hurry  our  things  on  board  and  return  to  Korror. 
Reached  the  ship  at  10  P.  M.  and  to  work  on  specimens. 
There  was  no  opportunity  for  such  on  the  boat  with  over 
40  passengers  piled  on  deck. 

December  19  (Saturday).  Korror.  With  the 
ship’s  crew  and  Umang  in  the  long  boat  to  bring  all  of 
our  effects  aboard.  This  consumed  most  of  the  day  as 
rain  hampered  our  activities. 

December  £0  (Sunday).  Korror.  The  James 
boys  with  Captain  Lang  in  the  small  boat  and  outboard 
motor  to  the  small  islands.  They  returned  with  several 
examples  of  the  spectacled  black  and  white  tern  which  I 
have  been  trying  to  obtain  for  some  time.  Myself  on  board 
stowing  effects. 

December  £1  (Monday).  Korror.  A cable  from 
the  Museum,  " Can’t  you  settle  business  regarding  propeller 
and  shaft  at  Manila  second  request  kindly  acknowledge. - 
Murphy.” 

To  this  I replied  "disregard  Manila,  have  commu- 
nicated Proceeding  Rabaul.-Coultas. " 

Lang  assured  me  that  he  left  written  instructions 
with  Atlantic  Gulf  and  Pacific  Co.  of  Manila  to  return 
these  to  the  manufacturer.  Someone  in  Manila  had,  pre- 
sumably, gone  to  sleep.  I wrote  to  the  Chamber  of  Commerce 
in  Manila  advising  them  that  Atlantic  Gulf  and  Co.  was 
entrusted  with  the  disposal  of  those  things. 

Myself  ashore  to  the  Government  concerning  ammu- 
nition in  bond.  Spent  the  whole  day  "advising"  with  offi- 
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cials  but  got  nowhere  for  my  trouble. 

December  22  (Tuesday).  Korror.  All  of  my  time 
ashore  with  the  Government  attempting  to  get  the  ammunition 
and  also  a clearance.  We  would  like  to  sail  tomorrow  if 
possible.  The  Japanese  are  very  reluctant  about  giving  me 
the  munitions  without  imposing  a heavy  duty.  I shan’t  nay 
it. 

December  23  (Wednesday).  Korror.  Ammunition  and 
clearance  both  obtained  this  morning.  Customs  officers  off 
to  the  ship  at  2 P.M.  Anohor  hove  up  and  the  damned  engine 
wouldn’t  start. 

To  work  in  the  engine  room  most  of  the  night  with 
John  James. 

December  24  (Thursday) . Korror.  Assured  the  cus- 
toms that  we  wouldn’t  go  ashore.  To  work  on  engine  taking 
down  same  and  dismantling  fuel  oil  line. 

December  25  (Friday).  Korror.  Christmas  Day. 
Continued  with  the  engine. 

December  26  (Saturday).  To  sea  for  Rabaul.  Got 
the  engine  going  by  11  A.M.  and  put  to  sea.  There  was  no 
wind  so  continuedwith  the  engine  which  ran  smoothly. 

Passed  abreast  of  Angaur  Island  at  sunset. 

December  27  (Sunday).  To  Rabaul.  No  wind,  en- 
gine running  all  of  the  time.  Have  encountered  a nasty 
cross  swell  which  is  a harbinger  of  weather  from  somewhere. 
Noon  position:  latitude  6?,  05’  N. , longitude  133°,  21*  E. 

December  28  (Monday).  To  Rabaul.  Steering  a 
southerly  course.  Light  breeze  and  fine  weather.  Big  nor- 
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therly  swell.  We  have  split  the  watches  4 hours  and  4 hours. 
Mike  James  and  the  Captain  in  one,  while  John  James  and  I 
have  the  other. 

Noon  position: latitude  4°48»  N. , longitude  132°  35*  E. 

The  current  is  carrying  us  in  a westerly  direction. 

December  29  (Tuesday).  To  Rabaul.  Breeze 
freshened  from  the  N.N.E.  at  2:30  A.M.  and  continued  fresh 
all  day.  Vessel  making  good  progress.  The  heavy  swell  is 
still  with  us. 

December  30  (Wednesday).  To  Rabaul.  At  daylight 
observed  a nasty  yellow  sky  to  the  northward  with  accom- 
panying small  straight  hard  clouds.  An  absolute  indication 
of  a typhoon  somewhere,  to  the  north.  Continued  heavy 
swell.  At  9 A.M.  sighted  Helen  Reef  and  Island  to  the  W/S/W. 
Helen  Reef  is  an  atoll  with  an  opening  large  enough  to  ac- 
commodate small  vessels  like  the  ’France*.  It  has  a tiny 
island  in  it  which  is  situated  at  its  northern  extremity. 

We  had  hoped  to  spend  a day  here  collecting  sea  birds. 

At  12:30  P.M.  hard  squalls  with  driving  rain  from 
the  northwest.  Hove  vessel  to  under  double  reefed  foresail 
and  a reefed  stay  sail. 

December  31  (Thursday).  To  Rabaul.  By  maneuvring 
vessel  we  kept  pretty  well  in  the  lee  of  the  island  all 
night.  Wind  freshened  to  a gale  at  dawn  which  soon  brought 
on  mountainous  sea.  Abandoned  all  hope  of  getting  inside 
the  reef,  so  let  the  vessel  drift  head  on  to  the  sea.  Re- 
mained so  all  day. 
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1932. 

January  1 (Thursday).  To  Rabaul.  7ind  eased 
slightly  during  the  night  but  came  on  again  with  tremendous 
force  at  dawn.  We  are  still  hove  to  under  double  reefed 
fore  and  stay  sails.  This  is  Just  as  much  as  she  will  carry. 
Vessel  plunging  and  laboring  heavily  in  a head  sea. 

Some  time  during  the  morning  the  jib  boom  guy  or 
support  which  runs  from  the  fore  part  of  the  boom  to  the  fere 
foot  or  the  ste^  tore  out  at  the  Steffi  leaving  a large  hole 
in  ship. 

Every  time  the  vessel  plunges  into  a wave  a deluge 
of  water  pours  in.  There  is  no  way  we  can  get  to  the  leak 
from  the  inside  of  the  ship  as  the  beams  or  ribs  of  the  bow 
are  30  olose  together  and  interlocked  with  the  planking  of 

Vn 

the  inner  skin  that  they  practically  block  off  the  stera. 

We  shall  have  to  put  all  hands  to  pumping  night 
and  day  until  we  can  get  somewhere  to  repair  the  hole. 

The  barometer  reaohed  29.70  at  4 P.M.  which  is 
low  for  this  latitude.  No  sights  available;  we  have  no  idea 
where  we  are. 

At  noon  turned  the  vessel  and  hove  to  on  the  star- 
board tack.  With  the  wind  drift  and  tide  we  should  make  the 
Celebes  or  Dutch  New  Guinea. 

January  2 (Saturday).  To  Rabaul.  Strong  N.W.  wind 
and  squalls.  Rough  sea  with  vessel  laboring  and  making  much 
water.  By  pumping  continuously  in  relays  we  are  keeping  the 
water  down  to  about  one  foot  on  the  level  in  the  main  hold. 
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Things  looked  black  for  awhile  during  the  night  when  one  of 
the  lugs  which  secures  the  handle  broke.  We  were  able  to  fix' 
that  with  seizing  wire,  fortunately. 

January  3 (Sunday).  To  Rabaul.  Wind  and  weather 
conditions  about  the  same  with  mountainous  seas.  Tried  to 
set  some  sail  at  4 P.M.  to  run  before  the  wind  but  the  outer 
jib  fouled  in  her  blocks  tearing  out  a starboard  lanyard  be- 
fore we  got  her  off, so  hove  to  again.  All  of  us  up  all 
night. 

January  4 (Monday).  To  Rabaul.  Sighted  land  at 
daylight.  We  have  been  carried  to  the  westward  much  more 
quickly  than  we  imagined. 

Managed  to  get  some  sail  on  the  ship  and  run  for 
it.  Shortly  after  noon  we  realized  that  we  had  found  the 
coast  of  New  Guinea.  Reached  Gelvink  Bay  at  4 PSM.  and 
anchored  in  Dorci  Harbor  at  8 P.M. 

The  Dutoh  harbor  officials  boarded  the  ship  itn- 
mediately  and  granted  us  the  courtesy  of  the  port  when  they 
learned  we  were  in  distress. 

I went  over  the  side  and  nailed  a piece  of  copper 
over  the  hole  which  will  not  leak  while  we  are  at  anchor  in 
smooth  water.  All  of  us  to  bed  to  sleep. 

January  5-10.  Manakwari.  A German  engineer  was 
found  ashore  who  agreed  to  weld  a new  lug  on  the  bilge  pumn. 
He  dismantled  same,  took  it  ashore  and  enacted  repairs. 

Two  days  were  spent  cleaning  and  drying  all  ef- 
fects in  the  main  hold.  Also  time  was  given  for  the  fore 
peak  to  dry  out  before  repairs  were  undertaken.  Fortunately, 
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the  bird  skins  remained  dry  in  their  tin-lined  containers. 

We  secured  the  jib  boom  guy  with  a cleat,  thence 
plugged  the  hole  with  oakum  and  marine  glue  (hot  tar).  After- 
ward I nailed  a double  strip  of  copper  over  the  same  and 
covered  the  work  with  paint.  Later  when  the  vessel  was  sold 
this  place  passed  unnoticed. 

January  11  (Monday).  To  Hollandia.  Loaded  up  with 
fresh  water  and  ready  for  sea.  The  Resident  Commissioner 
came  on  board  with  a letter  to  his  assistant  at  Hollandia 
and  asked  us  to  deliver  it  for  him  as  the  matter  was  urgent. 
We  couldn’t  well  refuse  him  after  the  courtesies  he  had  ex- 
tended to  us.  Sailed  at  noon  for  Hollandia  down  the  coast. 

January  IS  (Tuesday).  To  Hollandia.  Before 
leaving  Manakwari  we  tried  to  obtain  charts  of  the  coast  of 
New  Guinea,  but  weren’t  able  to  find  any  in  the  town.  There 
is  nothing  on  board  but  a book  of  admiralty  sailing  direc- 
tions which  are  vague  at  the  best.  This  means  that  we  will 
be  forced  to  sail  blindly  to  Rabaul. 

Without  charts,  it  was  necessary  for  us  to  pass 
outside  of  Gelvink  Bay  and  around  the  Schouten  Islands.  The 
last  of  these  latter  was  passed  at  5 P.M. 

January  13  (Wednesday).  To  Hollandia.  Pleasant 
night  with  a steady  N/W  wind.  Wind  held  all  day.  Overcast 
and  cloudy  sky, were  not  able  to  take  sights.  At  10  P.M. 
vessel  got  too  close  in  to  the  mouth  of  the  Ronohussen  River. 
The  heavy  overfalls  made  the  little  vessel  roll  violently. 

I dropped  the  mainsail  and  in  doing  so  I was  nearly  thrown 


£1-01*  % lq&  tti  v-i'b  'h'mlsmo't  anljfa  Min'  ext* 
eor.erf*  ,*b©Io  e xillw  y*;*3  rnood  (Jit  ©rf*  i e 11:09 a e\Y 
-*ie*'.U  .{is*  *oxi)  oul^  ©ol*r  ■}■:  b&B  tzssdao  lit  lw  elorf  erf*  /;•?• . v>I 
bm  e-'usa  erf*  leto  leiqcTot  ‘10  qii*a  elcfsofi  b i»#H©o  I :„i> 
files  caw  leassv  sdl  rarfw  isixO  .dnisq  rf*2w  isow  erf*  . : ■ 

.bee Lfoatuj  iseaaq  aesi-:  tir  ? 
ii:?  f®  qx.f  lafc-joJ  .BtfinaJ  tofr  cT  . (tsfinoirf)  II  v-ir  n.-?t  • 

lerfoiaejbsitaoQ  txxafiiaeH  orf?  .sea  lot  \;6s©i  fine  ia*Bw  rfseit 
jsifinalloH  2»  *fij?*aieaB  six!  o*  i&*2el  b xfcfiw  fiiaod  no  trie 
’ • drretyur  8bw  1©** act  erf*  arf  raid  10 1 *1  isvilefi  or  as  fie:xeB  fics 
-vs  darf  erf  seiesfriuoo  erf*  x©*l«  mirf  aas-tex  list.  t, 

. BBOO  ©rfx  flWOfi  BifirfSli OH  id  000X3.  3 8 f>0liBo  •«! 

exc.a-  . •it-TBiloH  cT  .(Yfifia^JiD  SI  v,-i;  j.  h-1; 
to  *8boo  ail*  *io  e**BXio  nl  -defo  o*  fiaxi*  ew  liawtfstu-M  gntivseX 
eioriT  .avrod  erf*  ai  r,#B  butt  ot  elds  * *oeiew  tve  .bol.1l'  wet 
-esiifi  gnilise  ^*lBiifa5e  to  rfood  b Jug  fiisoci  no  gnirfioc  t 
II  iw  ew  BOBS®  a if  IT  .ieed  erf*  *.e  eog.<v  sib  xfo  i r'sf  ax.vi? 

. Ii'BdBa  o*  'tjXJ&rilrf  Ilae  or  fieoio!  t-0 
ass-:,  of  ax;  not  y/i t.asao-m  sew  tl  < -sdisdo  tuodtiVf 
e,?T  .aluifllal  neii/orioc  erf*  finootr.  has  x&  afnivleO  to  ebiedoc 

.M  c *b  Isaasq  eew  aetjel  ©a erf*  to  fz&i 
InsEBeiq  .BlrfnBlIoH  oT  . (YBias;:i;©?0  SI  ^ om t 
t&BOi  SVO  lie  fils'i  fix;r>  W\K  YfiBeda  a ii.fi  w 

, 01  "s  r : .-  >•  Ida  don  . >0.  ■'.■u'cio  Ons 

,isviiT  fisaeurfonoS  erf*  to  rfJuoxa  ex!*  o*  nl  eaols  oo*  • 03  Ibbssy 
• Y-ttnelolv  II01  leeaev  eJiffll  erf*  ©fjfin  a Iatiero  YY'fierf  sriT 
nwoirf*  yl*XB8fl  eaw  I oa  5>ifiiob  ni  fens  XlB&ntm  edf  beqqoTu  I 


overboard.  Only  the  small  fife  rail  caught  my  leg  and  saved 
me. 

We  wore  ship  and  proceeded  due  north  until  mid- 
night using  engine,  then  hove  to  until  daylight, thinking  all 
of  the  time  we  were  close  to  land. 

January  14  (Thursday).  To  Hollandia.  At  daylight 
set  all  sail  and  proceeded  toward  land.  Many  miles  out  we 
saw  the  discoloration  of  the  water  and  knew  that  we  had  been 
too  close  in  to  the  mouth  of  a river.  These  New  Guinea 
rivers  can  throw  a tremendous  amount  of  water  into  the  ocean 
after  a heavy  rain.  When  a flooded  river  meets  an  incoming 
tide  from  the  ocean,  great  waves  are  set  up  which  are  some- 
times called  "overfalls."  We  had  been  trapped  in  these  the 
night  before  thinking  we  were  in  breakers  near  land. 

Followed  down  the  coast  all  day  with  land  in  sight. 

January  15  (Friday).  To  Hollandia.  Early  this 
morning  we  got  mixed  up  in  a series  of  small  islands  and  were 
forced  to  wear  ship  to  return  the  way  we  had  come.  Just  be- 
fore daylight  a brisk  squall  hit  us  and  carried  away  the 
back  of  the  foresail. 

I can  well  understand  why  the  old  square-rigged 
sailing  ships  carrying  37  or  more  sails  required  such  large 
crews  of  men  and  so  much  spare  canvas.  Unlike  us  they  didn’t 
have  to  wait  for  fair  weather  to  repair  their  sails;  they 
had  plenty  of  spares.  Rain  continued  all  day;  we  lumped 
along  with  a double-reefed  foresail. 

January  16  (Saturday).  Hollandia.  Put  up  Mount 
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Bougainville  at  daylight.  Very  heavy  rain  all  day,  entered 
Challenger  Cove  at  4 P.M.  and  anchored  at  5 P.M. , close  in- 
shore in  23  fathoms  of  water.  To  bed  and  sleep. 

January  17  (Sunday).  Hollandia.  Rain  all  morning 
cleared  in  the  afternoon,  giving  us  enough  sun  to  dry  the 
foresail  so  we  can  fix  that  before  proceeding. 

Ashore  and  delivered  the  bag  of  mail  to  the  Dis- 
trict Officer;  Hollandia  isn't  much  of  a place,  a Government 
post  with  one  white  officer  and  a native  constabulary.  Also 
a half  dozen  small  stores  owned  and  run  by  Chinese. 

The  natives,  a short  way  in  the  interior,  are  re- 
ported to  be  none  too  friendly.  Quite  a number  live  in 
houses  built  out  over  the  water  around  the  edge  of  the  bay. 

January  18  (Monday).  Hollandia.  Spent  the  whole 
day  repairing  the  leech  of  the  foresail.  This  we  reinforced 
well  with  generous  quantities  of  rope  and  canvas.  Under 
normal  conditions  it  should  last  until  we  reach  Rabaul. 

January  19  (Tuesday).  To  Rabaul.  Sailed  at  9 
A.M.  for  Rabaul.  Used  the  engine  to  get  out  of  Humbolt 
Bay  thence  set  sail  when  clear  of  the  harbor.  A fresh 
northwest  wind  with  fine  weather  accompanied  us  all  after- 
noon. 

January  20  (Wednesday).  To  Rabaul.  Raining 
during  and  early  morning.  In  the  afternoon  the  breeze  fell 
light,  not  much  progress  made.  Sighted  Tarawa!  and  Walif 
Islands  in  the  Schouten  Group  at  10:45  P.M.  a/c  to  proceed 
through  group. 

January  21  (Thursday).  To  Rabaul.  The  whole  day 
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in  the  Schouten  Group  with  hard  northwest  squalls  and  rain. 
At  night  hove  to  between  Blup  blup  and  Kadowar  Islands. 

January  22  (Friday).  To  Rabaul.  Off  the  active 
volcano  Bam  or  Lesson  Island  at  daylight.  Started  engine 
and  ran  around  to  the  lee  side  of  the  island.  Several  canoe 
loads  of  wild-looking  savages  came  off  to  the  ship  and 
brought  us  quantities  of  cooonuts  which  they  traded  for  to- 
bacco. 

We  took  soundings  near  shore  but  could  get  no 
bottom.  Bam  is  a volcanic  cone  rising  straight  out  of  the 
sea  and  though  inhabited, rarely  visited  by  whites.  There 
are  something  over  a hundred  native  inhabitants  who  must  be 
offshoots  from  the  Sepic  River  basin. 

After  an  hour  or  two  we  set  sail  and  continued 
toward  Rabaul.  The  weather  remained  fair  throughout  the  re- 
mainder of  the  day. 

January  23  (Saturday).  To  Rabaul.  Steering  due 
east  with  a northwest  wind  behind  us.  Weather  fair. 

Noon  position:  latitude  3°51*  S.,  longitude  146°46f  E. 

January  24  (Sunday).  To  Rabaul.  Moderate  north- 
west to  west  breeze  and  fine  weather;  light  showers  during 
afternoon  and  night. 

Noon  position:  latitude  3051'S.,  longitude  148°36’  S. 

Grew  caught  fine,  large  king  fish  on  the  troll 
line  behind  the  ship. 

January  25  (Monday).  To  Rabaul.  Quiet  day  with 
light  winds.  Caught  two  more  big  fish.  It’s  either  a feast 
or  a famine  with  suoh  things.  Crew  patching  and  painting 
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around  ship* 

Noon  position?  latitude  3°52*  S. , longitude  149 °49’  E. 

January  26  (Tuesday).  To  Rabaul.  Put  up  the 
mountains  of  the  Gazelle  Peninsula  at  noon.  Gape  Lambert 
abeam  at  dark  and  Watom  Island  abeam  at  midnight. 

January  27  (Wednesday).  To  Rabaul.  started  en- 
gine shortly  af terjnidnight  to  pass  down  St.  George  Channel. 
Engine  stopped  at  9 A.M.  with  water,  from  an  oil  drum,  in 
the  fuel  line.  Concluded  to  go  on  down  to  Port  Sulphur  at 
the  southern  end  of  New  Ireland,  clean  ship  and  fill  up 
with  firewood  before  entering  Rabaul  Harbor. 

Into  Port  Sulphur  at  the  end  of  Lamassa  Bay  at 
5 P.M.  A splendid  quiet  anchorage  in  a well-protected  har- 
bor. 

January  28  (Thursday).  Lamassa  Bay.  Grew  ashore 
cutting  firewood.  Ourselves  working  on  the  fuel  oil  line 
of  the  engine.  Repaired  and  cleaned  same. 

January  29  (Friday).  Lamassa  Bay.  Hard  rains. 
Whole  crew  to  work  scrubbing  paint  work  on  the  vessel.  It 
is  hard  to  make  ourselves  believe  that  this  is  the  last 
trip  of  the  France.’ 

January  30  (Saturday).  Lamassa  Bay.  Fine  day. 
Crew  painting  around  the  outside  of  the  ship  and  giving 
decks  a coat  of  paint.  We  will  have  a very  presentable  ship 
when  we  reach  port,  that  much  is  certain. 

January  31  (Sunday).  Lamassa  Bay.  Gave  the  crew 
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February  1 (Monday).  Lamassa  Bay.  Grew  engaged 
loading  firewood,  putting  finishing  touches  to  ship  and  pre- 
paring for  sea.  Bailed  for  Kabaul  at  5 P.M.  into  the  teeth 
of  a stinking  northwest  squall. 
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Ponape  Collections 


The  large  basaltic  island  of  Ponape  is  some  12 
miles  in  length  in  a north  and  south  direction  by  13  miles 
in  width  in  an  east  and  west  direction.  Its  whole  area  is 
roughly  340  square  miles.  The  whole  island  is  surrounded 
by  a coral  reef  about  55  miles  in  circumference  in  which 
there  are  several  openings,  some  of  them  leading  to  excel- 
lent harbors. 

"There  are  several  bays  on  the  north,  south  and 
east  coasts  of  Ponape,  marking  the  ends  of  valleys  or  de- 
pressions which  are  formed  by  the  action  of  the  rivers,  and 
are  conspicuous.  These  depressions  are  used  as  the  main  way 
over  the  island.  One  of  these  depressions  connects  Port 
Motuk  with  Aru  Harbor. 

About  a dozen  basaltic  islands  are  more  or  less 
detached  from  the  main  island,  while  upon  the  coral  reef 
itself  are  from  15  to  20  small  islets,  in  every  respect  re- 
sembling those  of  the  purely  ooralline  groups.  Approaching 
Ponape  Island  from  the  southwest -ward  the  following  objects 
are  conspicuous:  Lugeilang  Peak  which  remains  uncovered 
with  clouds  when  the  higher  mountains  are  covered 

Talacombe  Peak,  the  summit  of  Ponape,  is  2,579 
feet  above  high  water,  and  several  others  nearly  approach  it 
in  elevation,  the  main  range  of  mountains  continuing  across 
the  island  in  a northwest  and  southeast  direction.  A num- 
ber of  streams  pour  through  the  valleys  on  the  southern  side 
of  the  island,  and  daring  the  frequent  freshets  they  bring 
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down  quantities  of  earth  which  form  flats  along  the  shores. 

On  the  northwest  portion  is  a spot  that  is  entirely 
flat,  from  which  the  land  falls  rapidly  toward  the  northwest 
point.  (Jokaj  Peak),  This  portion  is  a nearly  perpendicular 
basaltic  rock  1000  feet  above  high  water.  On  the  southern 
side  is  an  isolated  and  distinct  mass  of  basalt,  which  seen 
from  the  eastward  and  westward  resembles  a lighthouse.  Old 
lava  streams  ran  down  to  the  coasts,  and  the  valleys  are 
deeply  cut. 

In  general  appearance  Ponape  resembles  Kusaie  Is- 
land, but  it  is  larger  and  more  populous,  and  if  not  more 
fertile,  at  all  events  affords  a greater  variety  of  products. 
There  is  no  extensive  anchorage  area.  The  old  Spanish  for- 
tifications at  Ponape  are  still  in  part  maintained. 

Except  on  the  leeward  side,  the  whole  surface  of 
the  island  is  densely  covered  with  forest,  and  on  its 
southern  and  western  sides  there  are  extensive  mangrove 
swamos.  Vegetable  ivory  is  abundant,  and  some  of  the  trees 
yield  valuable  timber.  There  is  good  ground  in  the  valleys 
for  vanilla,  tobacco,  cocoa,  rubber  and  manila  hemp  and  on 
the  grassy  slopes  for  cattle  raising"  (H°0.  No.  161,  Vol.  X, 
1928). 

The  natives  are  light  skinned  Micronesians  in  many 
instances  so  badly  interbred  with  Caucasians  that  they  re- 
semble the  latter  in  all  appearances.  They  are  all 
Christianized  and  mostly  adhere  to  the  Spanish  Catholic 
teachings.  Various  reports  estimate  the  population  at  2000 
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to  3000  individuals.  More  recently  there  has  been  a 
heavy  influx  of  Japanese. 
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Formerly,  these  people  were  good  agriculturalists 
who  raised  sufficient  provender  for  all  their  wants.  They 
lived  in  large  commodious  houses  built  on  piles  off  the 
ground  and  retained  a system  of  orderly  villages.  More  re- 
cently these  people  are  drifting  to  the  village  of  Ponape  to 
live  in  Japanese  made  structures  and  eke  out  a living 
working  for  Japanese  who  govern  them. 

Bread  fruit,  cooonuts,  fish,  some  taro  and  some 
yams  constitute  the  major  produce  of  the  island. 

The  expedition  aboard  the  ’France’  anchored  in 
Ponape  Harbor  7°  00»  N. latitude  158°  12’  S.  longitude  and 
remained  there  during  our  stay  on  the  island. 

Collecting  was  carried  on  from  the  ship  and 
covered  the  north  end  of  the  island  thoroughly.  later  land 
parties  visited  Ronkiti  harbor  at  the  southwestern  end  of 
the  island  which  was  used  as  a base  and  worked  the  interior 
of  the  island  from  there.  Considerable  time  was  spent  in 
the  mountains  as  well. 

Birds  Collected  on  Ponape 


Phaffthon  lepturus  3 
Demi  egretta  sacra  1 
Gallus  q 
Pluvial is  2 
Numenius  2 


Arenaria 
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Heteractitus  1 
Sterna  bergii  3 
Anotls  stolidus  16 
Anotls  minutus  14 
Gallioolumba  kubaryi 

Ducula  ooeanioa  19 
Ptilinopus  ponapensis  50 
Eudynamis  (observed)  0 
Trichoglossus  rubiginosus  41 
Asio  flammeus  2 
Collooalia  vanikorensis  41 
Halcyon  cinnamonlma  48 
Edolisoma  tenuirostris  40 
Aplonis  opaca  46 
Aplonis  pelzelni  60 
Conopoderas  34 
Myiagra  pluto  39 
Rhipidura  kubaryi  37 
Rhampozosterops  22 
Myzomela  rubatra  47 
Zosterops  conspicillata  20 
Zosterops  ponapensis  44 
Erythruva  trichroa  21 
Flying  fox  15 

1 

688  specimens 


Small  bat 
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Birds  of  Ponape 

1.  Petrel.  A form  of  petrel  or  shearwater  is 
known  to  roost  and  nest  in  the  steep  mountain  cliffs  of 
the  island.  Unfortunately,  I was  unable  to  obtain  speci- 
mens. Several  trips  were  made  to  different  cliffs  where 
they  were  reported  to  occur,  but  I neither  saw  nor  heard 
the  bird.  Natives  maintain  that  this  species  is  still  to 
be  found  among  the  perpendicular  cliffs  of  Jokaj  Rock, 
though  no  one  of  them  would  undertake  to  show  me  a means 
or  road  of  climbing  the  percipitous  sides  of  the  rock. 

Formerly,  great  numbers  of  this  species  were 
snared  and  used  as  ceremonial  offering  at  big  feasts. 
Though  I have  no  actual  proof,  I suspect  from  blackened 
embers  of  fires  and  bones  observed  that  a few  had  been 
consumed  about  the  time  of  my  visit  to  the  island.  This 
is  a common  trick  of  the  native,  though  to  catch  and  con- 
sume some  soecies  (those  in  colonies)  if  he  hears  that  a 
white  man  wants  them. 

Native  name,  Le  barrok',  which  signifies  the  spy 
that  appears  at  night.  Natives  consider  this  species  an 
attendant  of  the  god  of  death.  When  the  petrels’ cry  is 
heard  over  a house  it  is  a foregone  conclusion  that  some 
one  in  the  house  will  die.  Probably  the  association  of 
the  bird  with  their  old  beliefs  kept  the  natives  from  as- 
sisting me  in  my  efforts  to  obtain  specimens. 


I havep.earned  that  no  amount  of  Christian  worship 
will  stamp  out  the  old  beliefs  of  the  natives*  forefathers. 
Probably  our  own  superstitions  hearken  back  to  some  ancient 


lo  slits 


SX  VLi-:  TTXSt;  8 • i It, -iff  O 1©  i co'.  - . 'i-;  s-.  .1 

lo  Bllllc  niBiiurra  qeeffe  anff  cl  J'asn  JEme  ffccox  os  a wo  : ; a 
-ioaqa  nloff  do  off  sldatw  saw  I t q I etfsnoff xolnJ  .Jteolsti  ©riff 
. eiexit:  atlilo  off  #Jbsn  a-iew  aqlsff  isxersu  ,ace:.i 

J&ifced  -ron  wsa  lariffleix  I ffod  ,10000  off  ceffioqox  strew  \&cff 
off  XIXffe  el  eoioecra  slxiff  Jsdff  ulsfffijrstfi  EovXffsVI  .ioiXd  erfff 
,;Joor  (;soioS  lo  eTxXIo  isXi:t>Xf>c©qi:&'  oiiff  axioms  jbnocl  so 
31139®  a em  ifoxfa  off  S7,  offioltu/  bln ow  nsdff  lo  oao  on  sS&vcdt 


. dooi  s-ii  lo  ea&irf  eooff  ie  ioiaq  exfff  saidnilo  1c  o 00  10 


&iew  o 3 lose  £ alriff  lo  &‘±3dmuM  ffseteg  ‘-i 

.sffscs&l  rud  Jb  gciisllo  Xslflomatceo  88  born;  lies  oaxaca 


neo  ■ L,  J wet  8 ffaxiff  X>svie  ,o'c  a&nod  i)o  asiX  ..  ' exac/se 


oidT  , bcBle  ; 0.. . off  ff  ?aXv  lo  emiff  ads  ffi/oda  oeruoiioe 


-aoo  fciis  doff  bo  off  ilswo-rfff  .oviffen  ©off  lo  xicXiff  noxixiaoc  c , 

' 


• ffBflff  8iae;i  ad  IX  (soi.uoXoo  ni  aocrfff  eeXo©:  s aiios  •-%  we 


. 


rrr  e 5iiff  3oilXng\is  xfeinw  t 'afooted  sa  t eriaa  sviff^K 

ne  sale ©o  a eXdff  xaJManoc  saTlfftii  . ff;foi .a  ffe  e-xs©  qa  ffxoiff 
• . ■ &<  01  ... 

eaoa  ff stiff  noXecXocoo  ©Eogexol  e eX  ffi  o&aoil  s iovo  X>xs©u 
1c  colds  ooeas  stiff  vldsdor:  • .ail-  III  a a cod  &:-j  ai  - 
-8  3 001 1 aoviff  erfff  a alellac  5Xo  1X0  ff  d.tlw  Xixl-d  ©dff 


♦ anrffiloaqe  nlsffdo  off  afftroll©  ijia  xjX  sax  sniff* 
low  flsiffaXidO  lo  ffnt'Octa  on  ffsdff  J&erriB  sieved  I 


♦ eieilffcleiol  ♦©avlffsn  ©off  lo  s,  oileJ  5Io  adff  ffr<  c naff  a It  iv; 
ffneiona  eexos  off  ofoscf  ssitisexi  arioiff Xffai&qua 


uwo  mo  ^IdadoxS 


203 


beliefs  of  our  ancestors. 

2.  Pha8thon  lepturus.  The  white-tailed  tropic- 
bird  is  found  at  all  elevations  when  on  land.  It  restricts 
itself,  more  or  less,  to  dense  forest  or  mangrove  thickets. 
One  finds  them  alone  or  in  pairs  flying  about  quietly 
searching  for  nesting  sites  or  working  about  between  the 
limbs  of  trees  and  shrubs  going  to  or  from  their  nests. 

They  are  always  to  be  found  in  a hole  in  a tree  and  fairly 
well  hidden. 

Because  of  their  elongated  tail  feathers  and  their 
strong  jerky  flight,  they  seem  off  balance  and  appear 
awkward  while  flying  among  the  limbs  and  branches  of  the 
trees.  But  when  one  sees  them  high  up  on  the  mountainsides 
well  above  the  trees,  where  they  most  frequently  occur,  or 
observes  them  sailing  singly  or  in  twos  or  threes  well  up 
among  the  clouds  above  the  island,  they  appear  very  grace- 
ful indeed.  I noted  that  this  bird  is  always  silent  when 
flying  about  the  forest,  but  when  sailing  around  with 
others,  away  from  the  forest,  it  becomes  very  noisy,  uttering 
a harsh  rasping  squawk  repeatedly. 

I should  class  this  species  as  common  on  Ponape 

Island. 

The  nest  of  this  species  is  placed  in  holes  in 
the  tops  of  ivory  nut  trees  or  in  hollow  spaces  found  in 
other  trees  of  the  forest  ot  mangrove  thickets.  These  nests 
are  always  at  a considerable  elevation  from  the  ground,  say 
roughly  30  to  50  feet.  There  is  evidence  that  a few  nest 
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in  hollows  in  perpendicular  cliffs  at  high  elevations  from 
the  ground.  Birds  do  not  congregate  in  colonies  but  remain 
well  away  from  one  another. 

Both  birds  appear  to  engage  in  incubation  and  both 
feed  the  young.  One  egg  is  laid.  Natives  hunt  this  species 
religiously  and  consume  numbers  of  both  adults  and  young  for 
food.  Food  consists  of  fish  only. 

Native  name:  Shiek.  It  was  or  is  reverenced  as  a 
god  with  one  Ponape  tribe.  The  tail  feathers  we  re  formerly 
used  in  ceremonials  by  these  people. 

3.  Demigretta  sacra.  A fairly  common  bird  of 
the  reefs  and  mangrove  swamps.  Occasionally,  one  finds  a 
single  individual  well  in  the  interior  along  a mountain 
stream.  It  is  a very  retiring  bird  which  one  approaches  with 
difficulty.  It  is  always  alone,  never  in  flocks.  One  sees 
it  walking  along  the  reefs  or  standing  quite  still  near  a 
tide  pool  waiting  for  fish  to  appear.  When  perching,  it 
uses  an  exposed  log  or  stone  along  the  beach  or  else  steals 
away  and  hides  in  the  low  mangrove  thickets.  I have  known 
them  on  occasions  to  perch  in  the  tops  of  coconut  trees  as 
well. 

I do  not  recall  seeing  a mottled  phase  of  this  spe- 
cies on  Ponape  as  one  so  frequently  does  in  other  groups. 

The  white  and  blue  phases  ?/ere  about  equal  in  numbers. 

Natives  report  that  this  species  nests  in  the  man- 
grove thickets  at  various  times  of  the  year  though  none 
could  be  found  engaged  in  this  task  during  our  visit.  The 
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nest  is  reported  to  be  made  of  loose  twigs  thrown  together 
in  a low  bush.  Two  or  three  eggs  are  laid. 

Native  name:  Kow  a lik'  which  signifies  the 
coarse  squawking  call  of  the  bird. 

4.  Gallus:  jungle  fowl.  A not  common  species 
of  the  true  mountain  forest  and  bush  land.  It  inhabits  the 
mountain  valleys,  but  does  not  occur  high  up  on  the  mountain 
sides.  This  jungle  fowl  has  and  does  intermingle  with  the 
domestic  strains  brought  in  from  outside.  As  a consequence, 
especially  near  the  seacoast,  one  finds  all  types  and  va- 
rieties intergraded. 

One  does  find  a few  fairly  pure  strains  back  in 
isolated  mountain  valleys. 

Natives  seek  them  out  to  bring  home  and  breed 
with  their  domestic  fowl.  Sometimes  they  find  a nest  of 
the  wild  bird  and  bring  the  eggs  home  for  incubation.  At 
other  times  he  catches  the  small  chicks  and  raises  them. 
Sometimes  snares  are  used  for  obtaining  old  birds,  but 
when  caught  they  will  often  run  away. 

In  general  few  typical  birds  remain  and  those  I 
presume  are  dwindling  rapidly. 

The  wild  jungle  fowl  is  very  shy  and  wary.  He 
prefers  running  to  flying  and  is  exceedingly  rapid  in  his 
movements  on  the  ground  when  once  startled.  Little  chicks 
when  intruded  upon  quickly  disappear  in  all  directions  and 
hide  under  leaves,  logs  and  stones. 

I discovered  that  the  best  place  to  collect  speci- 
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mens  was  at  their  communal  roosting  site  or  just  at  dawn 
when  the  cocks  begin  to  crow.  The  male  wild  fowl  never 
crows  at  night  as  domestic  strains  do. 

From  a shelter,  I have  watched  a small  flock 
scratching  and  feeding  in  the  forest.  They  do  not  croon  and 
talk  to  themselves  while  feeding  as  domestic  varieties  do. 

The  nests  of  this  species  are  placed  under  logs, 
in  the  hollows  at  the  base  of  trees  or  in  brambles  in  the 
bush.  Ten  to  fourteen  eggs  constitute  a clutch. 

An  old  Ponape  legend  reports  that  this  species  was 
brought  from  Yap  Island  by  early  militant  native  voyagers. 

Native  name:  Mel  oc  kin  a well.  Natives  would 
not  give  me  the  meaning  of  the  ward. 

5.  Pluvialis.  This  common  migrant  was  found 
singly  or  in  small  flocks  along  the  reefs,  the  edge  of  man- 
grove thickets  and  in  the  open  patches  ol  the  grassland. 

One  also  observed  them  on  lawns  and  grass  plots  in  the  vil- 
lage of  Ponape. 

They  were  quite  tame  as  elsewhere,  consequently 

the  Japanese  destroy  many  of  them  for  food. 

Native  name:  Ku'lu  which  signifies  the  call  of 
the  bird.  Natives  recognize  it  as  a migrant. 

3.  Numeniua.  A few  curlews  were  found  along  the 
reefs  and  in  the  mangrove  swamps.  One  only  encounters 
single  specimens  which  take  to  flight  and  announce  their 
intentions  with  their  shrill  rattling  cry  when  disturbed. 
Natives  inform  me  that  they  have  never  seen  the  nest  of 
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this  species  around  on  Ponape. 

The  food  of  the  bird  consists  of  mollusca  and 
other  forms  found  in  the  mud  of  swampy  areas. 

Native  name:  3akier  denotes  the  call  of  the  bird. 

7.  Arenaria.  One  finds  small  flocks  of  this  spe- 
cies numbering  from  4 to  10  or  more  along  the  outer  reefs 
and  sand  spits  of  the  island.  These  birds  are  active  in 
that  they  are  on  the  move  continuously.  It  is  usually  dif- 
ficult to  approach  within  gunshot  range  of  them.  Does  not 
nest  on  Ponape  though  small  bands  of  them  are  reported  as 
residents  all  the  year  around. 

Native  name:  Ku'lu.  A general  name  given  to  all 
sandpipers  and  plovers.  It  is  reported  to  signify  the  call 
of  the  bird. 

8.  Heteractitus.  Not  common.  A few  are  to  be 
observed  on  the  outer  reefs,  islands  and  mangrove  thickets. 
No  nests  have  ever  been  reported,  but  like  others  natives 
say  that  individuals  remain  the  whole  year  through.  I be- 
lieve that  sea  and  shore  birds  retire  to  Ant  and  Pakin  Is- 
lands, low  sandy  atolls  a few  miles  distant  from  Ponape  and 
there  make  their  nests.  Colonies  of  birds  are  reported  from 
those  places.  Unfortunately,  I was  not  permitted  to  visit 
those  islands. 

Native  name:  Also  Ku'lu. 

9.  Sterna  bergii.  A few  examples  of  the  crested 
tern  were  flying  about  the  harbors  and  outer  reefs.  They 
are  quite  noisy  in  flight  and  utter  their  harsh  "Khack"  like 
call  intermittently. 
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Once  a bird  sights  a school  of  small  fish  and 
dives  into  them,  other  birds  congregate  in  the  vicinity  and 
vie  with  one  another  over  the  find.  Should  an  individual 
obtain  a fish,  others  attack  him  and  try  to  get  him  to  drop 
the  prize. 

This  species  is  reported  to  nest  on  the  Pakin  Is- 
lands. During  our  stay  they  remained  around  the  harbors 
during  the  day  and  retired  to  small  outlying  islands  on  the 
reefs  to  roost  at  night. 

Native  name:  Kara  Kara  denotes  call  of  the  bird. 

10.  Anott s stolidus.  The  large  noddy  was  found  to 
be  very  common  on  Ponape  being  encountered  everywhere  from 
the  outer  reefs  to  the  tops  of  the  highest  mountains.  They 
were  particularly  numerous  in  the  vicinity  of  Ronkiti. 

Not  necessarily  restricted  to  colonies  as  one 
encounters  individuals  along  fluttering  about  the  tops  of 
trees  up  along  the  highest  ridges  where  they  have  sometimes 
been  confused  with  the  large  pigeon,  Ducula. 

Though  individuals  steal  away  alone  and  put  their 
nest  in  the  tops  of  high  trees,  the  great  majority  confine 
their  attentions  to  colonial  life  in  the  tops  of  ivory  nut 
trees  in  the  swampy  areas  near  the  seacoast.  The  nests  are 
always  placed  at  a good  height  from  the  ground,  say  30  to  50 
feet.  These  are  of  loose  construction,  a few  twigs  being 
used  interwoven  with  moss  and  drifted  seaweed. 

This  species  is  considerably  more  quarrelsome  and 
aggressive  than  the  smaller  relative.  In  their  colonies  or 
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roosts  one  observes  them  fighting  and  abusing  one  another 
continuously.  Should  an  individual  appear  with  a bit  of 
moss  or  a twig,  others  will  attack  him  and  take  the  bit  of 
material  if  they  possibly  can. 

Just  before  daybreak  one  sees  clouds  of  these 
birds  flying  out  to  sea.  From  early  afternoon  until  well 
into  the  night  one  sees  and  hears  them  returning  from  their 
hunting  grounds.  The  harsh  rasping  call  of  the  individuals 
can  be  heard  at  all  hours  of  the  day  or  night,  except  when 
individuals  have  gone  off  to  the  interior  and  then  they  are 
quiet. 

I can  give  no  reason  for  some  individuals  departing 
from  colony  custom  and  placing  their  nests  alone  unless  those 
are  weaker  individuals  who  have  been  driven  out  by  others. 

I suspect  too  that  younger  birds  take  to  the  moun- 
tains for  a time  after  leaving  their  nest,  there  to  learn 
their  air-mindedness.  Numerous  times  adults  were  observed 
feeding  well-grown  youngsters  long  after  the  latter  had 
learned  to  fly. 

One  egg  is  laid  in  a very  loosely  constructed 
nest.  Time:  from  November  to  January  presumably.  Although 
natives  cannot  state  definitely  whether  or  not  they  nest 
spasmodically  at  all  times  of  the  year,  I suspect  that  some 
do.  Large  numbers  were  so  engaged  in  November  and  December. 
Reports  have  it  also  that  all  birds  remain  all  of  the  year 
round  without  migrating  to  the  small  islands. 

Ponape  name:  Awn  te  tat,  meaning  ”bird  of  the 
main  land”  to  differentiate  from  the  smaller  representative 
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which  is  restricted  to  small  islands  and  coral  atolls  en- 
tirely. 

11.  An otis  minutus.  One  never  encounters  the 
smaller  species  on  the  mainland  of  the  island. 

A small  colony  of  these  were  found  on  a tiny 
reef  island  outside  Ronkiti  harbor.  They  were  beginning  to 
nest  at  Christmas  time. 

The  nests  were  made  of  leaves  and  bits  of  seaweed 
molded  into  a cup-shaped  structure,  cemented  together  with 
bird  saliva.  These  were  placed  in  the  crotches  of  limbs  of 
low  trees  or  mangroves  and  never  over  8 to  15  feet  above  the 
ground. 

I have  noticed  also  with  this  species  particularly 
that  where  these  nest  on  small  islands  there  is  always 
present  a small  brittle  bush  that  has  sticky  burs  on  its 
branches.  Invariably  numbers  of  these  terns  become  tangled 
up  in  these  bushes,  flounder  around  until  they  become  so 
enmeshed  that  they  can  never  get  out  and  later  die  of  star- 
vation. I presume  this  is  one  of  nature's  means  of  balance 
of  species. 

Ponape  name:  Ah  teht,  signifying  a bird  of  the 
small  islands. 

I might  add  further  though  these  two  species 
stolidus  and  minutus  do  not  inhabit  the  same  areas  on  land, 
they  do  feed  together  in  flocks  at  sea. 

12.  Gallicolumba.  A moderately  common  bird  of 
the  true  forest  and  heavy  secondary  bush.  It  was  encountered 
from  the  seacoast  to  the  upper  mountain  valleys.  I did  not 
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observe  it  on  the  high  mountainsides  or  ridges. 

A most  stupid  bird  in  many  respects,  when  dis- 
turbed, an  individual  will  fly  a short  distance  from  his 
scratching  or  resting  place  on  the  ground  to  a limb  of  a 
tree  10  or  15  feet  in  altitude.  There  it  will  sit  quietly 
watching  the  intruder. 

Gallioolumba  spends  most  of  his  time  on  the  ground. 
When  not  actively  engaged  picking  up  small  snails,  seeds, 
worms,  stones,  etc.,  it  walks  about  in  a jerky  haphazard 
manner  much  the  same  as  a domestic  fowl  actively  engaged  in 
searching  for  food.  This  species  uses  stones  upon  which  to 
break  the  shell  of  snails  before  consuming  them,  one  often 
observes  their  scratching  and  feeding  sites. 

Strange  to  say  one  rarely,  if  ever,  hears  a sound 
from  the  bird.  Only  once  did  I hear  a shrill  whistle-like 
call  which  my  guide  attributed  to  this  species. 

Though  it  is  a quiet , retiring, easily  overlooked 
bird  the  Japanese  destroy  them  for  sport  or  food  whenever 
the  former  locate  an  individual.  Likewise  the  hunting  dogs 
of  the  former  catch  and  eat  numbers  when  they  are  in  the 
bush.  Natives  admit  that  the  bird  is  dying  out  rapidly  from 
the  onslaught  of  hunters,  dogs,  cats,  pigs,  etc.  I presume 
though  a few  will  always  remain  in  the  more  remote  parts  of 
the  island. 

The  brown  coloration  on  the  white  breast  of  adult 
individuals  comes  from  earth  stain  and  in  most  cases  will 
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The  nest  of  the  species  is  placed  in  the  center 
of  the  trunk  top  of  large  fern  trees.  There  in  a nest  made 
of  fine  hair-like  fibres  and  mosses  one  egg  is  laid.  I was 
never  fortunate  enough  to  see  one  of  these,  but  report  the 
observations  of  natives  only. 

In  one  instance  well-developed  eggs  were  found 
inside  a female  of  juvenal,  mottled  breast  plumage,  which 
would  indicate  that  this  species  breeds  before  reaching 
the  white-breasted  stage. 

Ponape  name;  Paluse,  which  signifies  one  who  is 
proud.  As  an  example  a proud  warrior  who  wears  his  finest 
raiment  in  front  of  him. 

The  word  is  also  used  during  festivals  of  some 
kinds.  When  all  persons  are  eating  as  rapidly  as  possible, 
with  their  heads  bent  over  their  food  bowls,  the  first  to 
finish  raises  his  head  and  cries  Paluse  which  terminates 
the  eating  for  all. 

13.  Ducula.  A rapidly  disappearing  species  that 
is  now  restricted  to  small  areas  in  the  remotest  parts  of 
the  mountains.  Formerly,  a very  common  bird  found  everywhere 
on  the  island. 

During  the  German  occupation,  the  natives  were 
permitted  to  use  old  single  barrel,  muzzle -loading,  squirrel 
guns  with  which  to  hunt  birds.  With  the  advent  of  the  Japa- 
nese these  guns  were  appropriated  by  the  administration. 

In  turn  professional  Japanese  hunters  then  began  a systematic 
search  for  specimens. 
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Two  or  more  years  ago  (1927  or  earlier)  4 or  5 
Japanese  averaged  from  75  to  100  birds  each  per  day.  These 
were  sold  to  the  inhabitants  of  the  village  for  35  sen 
(17  1/2  cents)  per  bird.  In  lieu  of  money,  the  Japanese  ac- 
cepted copra  from  the  native  as  payment.  Like  everyone  else, 
the  native  is  very  fond  of  roast  pigeon.  Now  these  same 
hunters  are  for  tunate  if  they  obtain  4 or  5 Duoula  each  per 
day.  To  do  this,  the  hunters  must  start  out  long  before 
daylight  and  cover  long  distances.  Other  varieties  of  birds 
are  now  replacing  the  Duoula  on  the  market. 

The  next  step  will  be  a cannery,  I presume,  simi- 
lar to  the  rice-bird  canneries  of  Japan,  where  tinned  bird 
bodies,  6 or  8 the  size  of  a man's  thumb  per  can,  are  sold 
on  the  market  for  30  cents  American. 

Duoula  is  a stupid  inquisitive  individual  who  will 
remain  exposed  in  the  top  of  a tree  where  he  has  been 
feeding  on  berries  and  will  even  answer  the  call  of  a hunter. 
Ponape  natives  have  become  adept  at  imitating  the  call  of 
this  species  while  some  Japanese  have  succeeded  in  manufac- 
turing wooden  "calls"  similar  to  our  American  "duok  calls" 
with  which  they  attract  individuals  . 

As  reiterated  before  this  species  keeps  to  the 
high  trees  of  the  true  forest  now  well  baok  in  the  mountains. 
I presume  they  roost  in  flocks  or  colonies  as  is  customary 
with  this  species  everywhere  though  I was  unable  to  locate 
one  of  their  congregating  grounds. 

The  bird  nests  at  all  times  of  the  year,  probably 
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two  or  three  times  each  year.  They  multiply  at  a prolific 
rate.  Their  nest  is  always  placed  in  the  crotch  of  two  limbs 
of  branches  at  the  tops  of  the  tallest  trees.  One  egg  is 
laid.  Several  nests  were  observed,  but  none  could  be  reached 
by  natives. 

Native  name:  mu  roy',  the  call  of  the  birds.  Natives  also 
differentiate  between  3 phases:  Juvenal  with  black  legs: 
Tsappa;  intermediate:  Lah  we'weh;  Fully  adult:  Lat  tin. 

14.  Ptilinopus.  The  brightly  colored  little  fruit 
dove  is  no  longer  common  on  Ponape  and  is  disappearing 
rapidly.  Its  home  is  among  the  fruit-bearing  trees  and 
bushes  of  the  true  forest  where  it  can  be  found  at  all  al- 
titudes. In  the  lowlands  they  always  keep  to  the  tops  of 
the  highest  trees  though  on  the  mountain  sides  and  ridges 
one  sometimes  encounters  them  perched  in  low  trees  and 
bushes  close  to  the  ground.  Though  usually  a bird  which 
congregates  in  small  flocks,  on  Ponape  I most  always  found 
it  feeding  alone. 

Their  call  is  heard  continuously  from  early  morning 
to  late  at  night,  and  many  times  during  the  night,  especially 
when  there  is  a moon  shining.  In  this  manner  in  the  forest 
one  can  sometimes  locate  their  feeding  habitat.  The  bird 
is  endowed  with  ventriloquial  powers.  One  often  searches  in 
vain  for  the  owner  of  the  call  he  hears,  but  cannot  locate. 

Doves  are  wary  and  are  more  easily  collected  early 
in  the  morning  when  they  are  feeding  high  up  in  the  moun- 
tains. At  other  times  of  the  day,  they  become  restless  and 
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fly  quiokly  with  the  first  sound. 

The  Japanese  use  a wooden  call  to  attract  this 
species  as  well  as  the  former.  Sinoe  the  falling  off  in 
numbers  of  Ducula,  this  species  has  been  hunted  ruthlessly. 

Some  natives  catch  individuals  of  this  species 
with  a gum  preparation  made  out  of  breadfruit  juice  mixed 
with  coconut  Oil.  This  mixture  is  smeared  along  the  limbs 
of  trees  that  the  bird  is  known  to  visit.  An  individual 
alights  on  the  limb,  presses  his  belly  into  the  stickum  and 
is  held  fast.  There  were  traces  of  this  material  on  some 
of  the  specimens  forwarded. 

Once  a native  obtains  a specimen  he  eats  it,  sells 
the  same  to  Japanese  for  a consideration  or  else  ties  the 
bird  to  a perch  conveniently  near  the  house,  for  a pet,  where 
it  will  probably  be  appropriated  by  the  house  cat  at  the 
first  opportunity. 

The  nest  of  the  bird  is  a flimsy  affair  made  of 
a few  loose  twigs  piled  together  in  the  branches  of  a low 
tree  or  bush.  It  is  never  over  10  to  20  feet  above  ground. 
Also  the  top  center  of  tree  ferns  is  also  used.  One  white 
egg  is  laid.  Nesting  seems  to  be  carried  on  at  all  times 
of  the  year.  Ponape  name:  Kinuit.  I could  not  get  the 
natives  to  give  me  the  meaning  of  the  word  so  presume  that 
it  is  mixed  up  in  their  culture  in  some  way. 

15.  Budynamis.  The  migrant  cuckoo  was  observed 
twice  in  the  mountains,  but  a specimen  could  not  be  obtained. 
Ponape  name:  The  natives  have  3 names  for  the  bird; 
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Le  kuperai,  also  Kabahlulu  and.  On  bessa  ro.  The  bird  is 
considered  a god  of  the  bush,  a bearer  of  good  omens.  His 
arrival  announces  the  arrival  of  the  breadfruit  season.  Na- 
tives acknowledge  him  as  a migrant. 

16.  Trichoglossus.  This  parrot  was  found  to  be 
common  on  Ponape.  It  is  encountered  everywhere,  but  prefers 
the  coconut  palms  along  the  seacoast.  They  are  noisy  and 
quarrelsome  at  all  times.  Little  flocks  of  from  2 to  8 or 
more  may  be  met  with  on  any  part  of  the  island.  They  keep 
up  a continuous  chatter  whether  resting,  feeding  or  on  the 
wing.  Like  the  American  blue  jay,  Trichoglossus  is  a con- 
tinual nuisance  to  the  hunter.  He  is  inquisitive  and  easily 
attracted  by  the  slightest  noise.  Once  the  bird  or  flock 
of  birds  discovers  a person  in  the  forest,  it  commences  to 
screach  so  frantically  that  it  frightens  all  forms  of  bird 
life  within  a radius  of  a mile. 

I know  of  no  bird  that  can  whip  itself  into  so 
fanatical  a disposition  in  so  short  a time  as  the  parrot, 
especially  this  particular  species.  Once  a person  discharges 
a gun  when  parrots  are  around,  they  will  congregate  overhead 
and  blast  forth  with  a Psittaoian  chorus.  Individuals  become 
so  excited  they  will  stand  on  their  heads,  chew  their  own 
feet,  fall  over  backwards  off  the  perch  they  are  clinging  to 
and  even  claw  one  another. 

The  nest  is  placed  in  the  top  of  a coconut  palm 
or  in  a hollow  of  a large  tree  of  the  forest.  It  is  always 
placed  at  a high  elevation  from  the  ground.  One  sometimes 
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finds  single  specimens  working  about  quietly  among  the  high 
trees  of  the  mountain  ridges.  Natives  state  that  many  indi- 
viduals steal  away  from  the  flock  to  secrete  their  nests 
high  up  in  the  mountains.  One  egg  is  reported  to  constitute 
a clutch. 

Ponape  name:  Se  ridt'  which  means  "always  hide  out  of  the 
rain."  This  bird  is  reported  to  sneak  under  a big  leaf  and 
keep  dry  during  the  rain.  An  intelligent  bird  is  tamed 
easily  and  soon  learns  the  habits  of  the  native,  also  a 
few  words. 

This  word  also  refers  to  the  man  who  acts  as  a 
"go-between"  of  the  chief  and  his  people.  Just  so  Trioho- 
glossus  is  the  go-between  of  all  of  the  birds  and  the  god 
of  the  forest.  He  is  the  distribution  of  food  and  the  sen- 
tinel. 

17.  Asio.  There  are  at  least  two  dozen  or  more 
owls  on  Ponape  but  they  are  most  difficult  to  obtain. 

After  five  o’clock  in  the  evening,  individuals 
put  in  their  appearance  over  the  grass  land  of  the  islands. 
In  the  twilight  and  on  moonlight  nights  one  can  see  them 
flying  very  low  over  the  top  of  the  grass  and  small  bushes 
searching  for  rodents,  which  constitute  their  food. 

One  hears  their  cat-like  call  at  all  hours  of 
the  night,  except  in  rainy  weather,  when  they  are  silent. 
They  hide  so  successfully  during  the  daytime  that  one  never 
sees  them.  I was  never  able  to  flush  a bird  from  the  grass- 
lands or  forest  close  by  though  I spent  hours  in  those 
places  looking  for  finches. 
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The  bird  is  startled  easily  and  runs  away  from  the 
slightest  sound.  Once  frightened,  it  does  not  return  again 
the  same  night. 

My  Ponape  guide  and  self  picked  out  a good  grass 
patch  of  about  200  acres  in  size  and  visited  this  in  the 
evening  at  sundown.  There  we  remained,  at  different  times, 
±rom  9 to  11  ?.  M.  in  hopes  that  we  could  obtain  specimens. 
On  two  different  occasions,  I obtained  single  shots  (misses) 
which  frightened  the  birds  and  spoiled  the  business  at  hand. 

We  tired  of  this  and  went  at  the  matter  with  per- 
sistence. At  one  side  of  the  field,  where  the  grass  was 
shortest,  we  cut  a swath  about  100  yards  long  by  40  feet 
wide,  in  an  easterly  and  westerly  direction  and  burned  off 
all  of  the  grass.  Near  the  easterly  end,  in  a clump  of 
bushes,  we  built  a blind  that  furnished  a shelter  and  at  the 
same  time  gave  us  a good  view  of  the  runway  looking  toward 
the  western,  twilight  lit  heavens.  The  first  night  after 
our  runway  was  completed,  I obtained  a femalw  and,  two  nights 
later,  another  of  the  same  sex.  The  completion  of  other 
series  and  a stretch  of  rainy  weather  finished  my  nocturnal 
adventures. 

I am  inclined  to  think  that  the  male  of  this  spe- 
cies is  larger  than  the  female  bird,  yet  I might  be  mistaken. 
In  the  twilight  or  moonlight  some  have  appeared  that  looked 
larger  to  me. 

Natives  have  two  stories  about  the  nest  of  the  spe- 
cies. One  is  that  the  male  erects  several  nests  with  a run- 
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way  between  each  and  as  soon  as  the  female  deposits  her  egg 
the  male  amuses  himself  by  tearing  up  the  other  nests.  The 
other  story  goes  a bit  farther  and  relates  that  the  female 
builds  several  nests  in  the  grass,  with  a runway  between 
each  nest.  In  each  of  these  structures  she  places  one  egg 
which  she  leaves  for  the  sun  to  incubate.  I w as  never  able 
to  find  any  sort  of  a structure  in  the  grassland  during  my 
stay, 

Ponape  name:  Lu  goat.  The  natives  true  god  of  the 
bush  and  mountain  regions.  It  is  still  reverenced  by  the 
older  people. 

18.  Collocalia.  This  swift  is  a common  resident 
of  Ponape  where  it  is  found  in  the  dark  ravines  of  the  moun- 
tain streams  or  in  the  shadier  reaches  around  grasslands 
and  native  garden  patches.  It  does  not  appear  to  enjoy  the 
bright  sunlight.  On  dull  rainy  days,  it  becomes  abundant  in 
the  open  plots  everywhere.  Early  in  the  morning  and  late 
evening  one  finds  them  circling  about  in  the  air  up  to  about 
1500  feet  elevation  on  the  mountain  sides. 

This  species  roosts  and  nests  in  caves  in  the 
mountains.  Two  of  these  habitats  were  visited  and  specimens 
were  obtained  with  the  aid  of  insect  nets.  I could  find  no 
eggs  though  a number  of  juveniles  were  found  in  the  small 
cup-shaped  nests.  The  latter  are  made  of  mud  and  moss 
fastened  together  with  bird  saliva.  One  juvenile  was  found 
in  each  nest. 

Ponape  name:  Yoir.  It  is  reputed  to  be  a carrier 
of  evil  omens  as  well  as  important  news  when  it  appears  above 
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the  dwellings  of  the  natives  in  the  early  evening.  It  is 
also  credited  with  being  a harrier  of  the  native  devil  which 
it  frightens  away  with  its  plaintive  little  cry.  The  Ponape 
devil  is  supposed  to  be  an  old  woman,  an  outcase  of  long  ago. 

19.  Halcyon.  I must  admit  that  this  particular 
bird  had  me  guessing  for  a long  time.  I thought  that  I had 
two  species.  Natives  discriminate  between  the  white  and  dark 
phase  and  even  content  that  the  call  notes  of  the  two  are 
different.  Personally,  I could  never  tell  one  from  another. 

The  kingfisher  is  usually  found  alone  in  the  man- 
groves and  around  the  clearings  in  the  lowlands  and  middle 
altitudes.  He  doesn't  get  very  high  up  the  mountain  sides. 
One  expects  to  find  this  bird  or  birds  sitting  quietly  in  a 
rather  exposed  place,  a dead  limb,  an  old  stump  or  an  open 
spot  in  the  mangroves  where  he  can  see  everything  that  is 
going  on.  He  is  a fearless  individual  and  when  wounded  be- 
comes a vicious  fighter. 

At  times,  when  disturbed,  he  will  get  excited  and 
repeat  his  rattling  call — Gutawr-Gutawr-Gutawr — for  a period 
of  time.  At  other  times,  he  will  sit  on  his  perch  and  view 
the  intruder  with  feigned  indifference. 

One  does  hear  his  rattling  call  at  odd  times  of 
the  day,  as  he  cries  from  his  perch.  Notwithstanding  this 
he  is  a quiet  individual  that  is  feared  and  much  respected 
by  others  of  the  avian  order.  He  is  also  reported  to  be  a 
robber  of  other  birds*  nests. 


Stomach  contents  consisted  of  lizards,  birds*  eggs, 
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small  chicks  of  the  bush  fowl,  nestlings  of  small  birds, 
grasshoppers,  beetles. 

Halcyon  is  common  on  Ponape.  He  nests  in  holes 
in  trees.  Natives  tell  me  that  quite  frequently  this  species 
bores  holes  in  white  ants’  nests  and  lays  his  two  eggs  in 
there. 

Native  name:  Gutawr  (white  phase)  and  Tutoh 
(brown  phase:  Legand.  A brave  bird  which  will  attack  with 
a vengeance  when  disturbed.  Small  boys,  who  are  poking 
around  in  the  holes  of  trees,  looking  for  the  nest  of  the 

l 

white-tailed  tropic-bird  often  receive  wounds  about  the  head 
and  face,  which  are  inflicted  by  the  bill  of  the  kingfisher. 

An  old  legend  says  that  this  bird  was  brought  from  Yap  many 
many  years  ago  when  the  Yap  people  were  conquering  the 
Caroline  Islands.  Another  legend  states  that  some  god  trans- 
forms the  plumage  after  the  second  or  third  year  of  life. 

20.  Hdolisoma.  I should  class  this  species  as  not 
too  common  on  Ponape  Island.  One  never  finds  it  out  of  the 
dark  forests  where  it  lives  a sort  of  communistic  life 
handed  together  in  little  flocks.  Possibly  this  circum- 
stance was  due  here  to  the  fact  that  the  nesting  season  was 
just  finished  and  both  adult  birds  were  remaining  with  the 
youngsters  to  assist  those  juveniles  in  feeding. 

One  is  attracted  by  their  musical  call,  a to-to- 
wee — to-to-wee — which  is  repeated  at  intervals.  The  bird 
is  retiring  in  habits  but  not  easily  frightened  away.  When 
one  is  shot  from  a group,  the  others  will  flutter  about  in 
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the  vicinity  uttering  their  musical  call  notes  of  alarm. 

I have  even  known  them  to  follow  after  a hunter  for  some 
distance. 

The  nest  is  cup-shaped,  made  of  grasses  and  strands 
of  hair  fern,  placed  at  low  elevations  in  small  trees  and 
bushes.  Two  eggs  are  laid. 

Ponape  name:  To  to  wee  expresses  call  of  the 
bird.  Also  Mai  yen  a tak  ai  meaning  "Brain  of  the  skull" 

(for  female).  A native  legend  explains  that  a boy  threw 
a stone  and  hit  a female  bird  on  the  head.  She  wandered 
about  uttering  strange  calls,  not  unlike  a crazy  person 
who  has  been  hit  over  the  head.  This  story  is  probably  de- 
rived from  the  fact  that  these  birds  do  hover  about  and 
follow  after  one  when  the  mate  or  young  have  been  captured. 

21.  Aplonis  opacha.  The  most  common  bird  of  the 
island.  Found  everywhere  from  the  mangrove  swamps  to  the 
highest  elevations.  It  travels  alone  or  in  flocks  of  2 to 
a dozen  or  more. 

One  finds  this  bird  feeding  at  Pau  Pau  trees, 
in  coconuts  and  all  kinds  of  fruitbearing  bushes  and  shrubs 
or  trees  in  the  forest,  also  banana  gardens. 

When  not  feeding, flocks  of  them  wander  about 
looking  for  trouble.  Like  Trichoglossus  these  birds  cause 
the  hunter  no  end  of  inconveniences  with  their  alarm  notes 
and  their  inquisitiveness.  Once  a hunter  meets  with  a num- 
ber in  the  mountain  forest,  it  is  almost  impossible  to  get 
rid  of  them.  Several  birds  will  follow  along  silently  until 
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a shot  is  fired.  Following  the  report  of  the  gun  the  place 
became  a bedlam  of  noise  with  Triohoglossus  sometimes  coming 
over  to  join  in  the  vocal  activities. 

The  starling  is  a pseudo-impersonator  of  other 
birds’  cries  and  calls.  One  can  derive  a great  deal  of 
amusement  watching  the  herculean  efforts  one  of  these  birds 
exerts  in  attempting  some  note  that  has  struck  his  fancy. 
Triohoglossus  can  produce  very  deceptive  notes  while  Aplonis 
makes  only  a hideous  noise. 

The  juveniles  with  their  streaked  breasts  and  ab- 
domens over  a yellowish  white  background  outnumber  the 
fully  black  adults  at  least  10  to  1 in  ratio.  Considering 
the  numbers  of  birds  encountered  I am  of  the  opinion  that 
juveniles  retain  that  plumage  a year  or  more.  Though  I have 
never  found  one  in  this  plumage  with  enlarged  or  breeding 
sexual  organs. 

The  juveniles  are  much  bolder  and  more  aggressive 
than  the  adults.  The  female  adult,  on  the  other  hand,  is 
very  retiring  and  rarely  met  with.  I make  this  assertion 
because  it  was  necessary  for  me  to  shoot  numbers  of  birds 
before  I obtained  a quota  of  females  for  the  collection. 

One  observes  the  adults  feeding  the  juveniles 
and  some  juveniles  feeding  others  of  their  kind.  Apparently 
no  set  is  established  with  this  species.  No  doubt  the  ju- 
veniles are  quite  capable  of  looking  after  themselves  as 
one  often  sees  them  do. 

Starlings  are  eagerly  sought  after  by  natives  as 
food.  The  latter  obtain  them  by  snares,  traps,  stones  and 
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even  nets  at  times.  More  lately  the  Japanese  have  begun  to 
collect  them  for  their  tables. 

The  nest  of  this  species  is  hidden  away  in  the 
tops  of  tree  ferns,  holes  in  logs  and  trees,  crevices  in 
cliffs.  Two  eggs  constitute  a clutch.  These  birds  do  not 
nest  in  colonies  hut  alone  always. 

Native  name:  Se  awk,  the  call  of  the  bird.  Na- 
tives associate  the  starling  with  a species  of  banana  which 
the  birds  is  supposed  to  have  brought  from  Yap  Island,  The 
story  goes  that  this  species  originally  flew  from  Yap  to 
Ponape. 

22.  Aplonis  pelzelni.  The  mountain  starling  is 
a bird  of  the  highland  forest  and  ridges.  I did  not  record 
it  below  1400  elevation.  Nor  did  I ever  find  it  in  sparsely 
covered  areas  or  grassland,  but  always  in  the  dark,  damp 
true  forest. 

Natives  tell  me  that  formerly  this  species  covered 
the  whole  island  and  that  even  now  a few  individuals  can 
still  be  found  on  the  low  atolls  of  Ant  and  Pokin  to  the 
north  and  west  of  Ponape.  Unfortunately,  I was  not  permitted 
to  visit  either  of  these  groups  so  cannot  verify  their  re- 
port. 

The  male  and  female  usually  remain  together  all  of 
the  time.  One  does  not  find  flocks  of  them  congregated  as 
one  does  with  Aplonis  opaoa.  The  mountain  bird  is  quiet, 
retiring,  inoffensive,  never  bold  or  gregarious.  His  call 
is  much  i?eaker  and  of  a finer  quality  than  that  of  opaca. 


I found  that  they  would  respond  readily  to  an  imitation  of 
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their  call.  Like  all  starlings  they  respond  quickly  to  the 
alarm  cries  of  a wounded  compatriot. 

I discovered  that  the  best  means  of  collecting 
this  species  was  to  find  a fruit-bearing  tree  in  the  forest, 
sit  under  the  tree  and  await  the  arrival  of  the  birds.  This 
method  was  far  more  sure  than  chasing  through  the  forest 
looking  for  individuals.  The  mountain  bird  frightens  far 
more  easily  than  opaca  and  cannot  be  approached  nearly  as 
readily. 

The  feathers  of  the  forehead  of  a large  number  of 
individuals  forwarded  were  found  to  be  very  short,  hard,  coars( 
and  bristly.  These  had  been  worn  thin  by  the  bird  poking  its 
head  into  holes  and  crevices  of  the  bark  of  trees  in  search 
of  ants  and  grub  of  which  it  is  particularly  fond.  Though 
small  berries  from  shrubs  and  trees  constitute  a fair  per- 
centage of  the  birds’  diet,  one  quite  often  finds  them  pick- 
ing up  seeds,  grubs  and  stones  on  the  ground  as  well. 

Both  opaca  and  pelzelni  have  been  found  feeding 
in  the  same  tree,  but  in  those  instances  opaca  chases  and 
quarrels  with  the  latter.  I have  never  seen  them  in  flight 
together. 

The  nest  is  reported  to  be  placed  in  the  hollows 
of  trees  in  some  secluded  spot.  The  number  of  eggs  in  a 
clutch  reported  as  two. 

Ponape  name:  See  eahr  signifies  the  call  of  the 
bird.  There  are  several  legends  about  this  bird,  but  I could 
not  obtain  them.  Presumably  a god  of  the  forest. 
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23.  Aorooephalus  conopoderas.  This  is  a com- 
mon bird  of  the  small  bushes,  of  open  country  and  the 
grasslands.  It  is  never  to  be  found  in  the  true  forest  or 
at  high  altitudes.  One  is  attracted  by  its  warbler-like 
song  which  may  be  heard  at  any  time.  In  fact,  individuals 
spend  hours  perched  on  the  stem  of  a bush  caroling  their 
little  song. 

When  feeding  it  spends  its  time  on  the  ground  or 
in  low  shrubs  and  bushes.  One  is  aware  of  the  presence  of 
an  individual  by  the  sound  of  its  mandibles  snapping  to- 
gether as  it  catches  insects. 

Acrooephalus  is  a friendly  bird  which  does  not 
become  frightened  easily  when  intruded  upon.  He  responds  to 
any  sort  of  squeeky  man-made  call. 

The  nest  is  made  of  grasses,  placed  at  low  eleva- 
tions in  the  bushes.  I have  seen  the  nests  but  not  the  eggs. 
Unfortunately,  this  species  was  molting  badly  at  the  time 
these  collections  were  made. 

Ponape  name:  Lu  mat  ee,  expresses  the  call  of 

the  bird. 

24.  Myiagra.  Common  everywhere  on  the  island  ex- 
cept in  the  grasslands.  A pair  of  birds  are  usually  found 
working  together,  darting  around  in  the  low  trees,  among  the 
branches  or  in  and  out  of  shrubs  or  on  the  ground.  This 
species  is  friendly,  playful  and  inquisitive.  I should  not 
call  them  noisy  as  one  or  more  will  sit  for  many  minutes  on 
the  limb  of  a tree  and  silently  watch  the  intruder. 

Their  call,  "qua  que,"  is  a spasmodic  outburst  that 
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might  be  repeated  many  times  or  just  once.  Presumably  the 
male  only  erects  the  long  crown  feathers  when  calling.  This 
species  flutters  on  the  wing  and  displays  as  does  Rhlpldura. 
When  sitting,  these  birds  often  erect  their  crest,  fluff*  and 
display  their  feathers.  It  always  responds  readily  to  calls. 

The  nest  is  a small  cup-shaped  structure  made  of 
fine  grasses  interlaced  with  fern  hairs  and  placed  in  small 
trees  and  bushes  at  low  elevations. 

Ponape  name:  Que  que  expresses  the  call  of  the 

bird. 


25.  Rhloidura.  This  species  is  a very  common 
bird  of  the  true  forest  and  secondary  bush.  One  does  not 
encounter  it  in  the  grasslands.  It  will  be  found  at  all 
elevations  and  I believe  more  common  above  1500  feet  than 
below. 


Like  all  Rhipiduras  this  one  is  very  active,  always 
hopping  about,  spreading  his  tail  feathers  and  arching  his 
wings.  I have  never  seen  one  sitting  perfectly  still  for  as 
much  as  one  minute.  I might  add  that  the  tail  of  the  bird 
wags  back  and  forth  continuously. 

Like  our  American  black-capped  chickadee  this  one 
is  a friendly  associate  of  the  forest  and  will,  when  called, 
come  within  a few  inches  of  the  observer.  This  bird, though, 
does  not  call  often,  but  remains  silent  even  when  chasing 
Zosterops  and  Myzomela,  a favorite  pastime  of  his. 

His  favorite  haunt  is  the  lime  tree  where  he 
chases  and  devours  quantities  of  insects. 

The  nest  is  a dainty  cup-shaped  affair  of  grasses 
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and  fern  hairs  which  is  placed  in  bushes  at  low  elevations. 
Two  eggs  are  laid. 

Ponape  name:  Lu  gup  sier'  which  signifies  one  who 
is  very  active  and  builds  his  house  quickly  and  in  a very 
business-like  manner.  I must  add  that  it  is  rarely  that  this 
term  is  applied  to  a native  anywhere. 

There  are  two  stripes  of  white  feathers  on  the 
head,  one  running  from  the  forehead  well  back  over  the  eye 
and  the  other  from  the  corners  of  the  mouth  well  down  the 
neck.  It  is  almost  impossible  for  one  to  make  a good  skin 
and  show  these  stripes  correctly.  This  is  due  to  the  large 
head  and  small  neck  of  this  species  which  makes  bird  skinning 
a nightmare. 

26.  Rhampozosterops . A rather  rare  species  on 
Ponape  Island.  I located  them  feeding  on  the  flowers  of  a 
gum  tree  which  was  situated  near  the  center  of  the  island  at 
about  *1800  feet  elevation. 

Their  musical  deep-throated  sibilation  which  is 
uttered  while  feeding  and  while  on  the  wing  attracted  my  at- 
tention and  led  to  their  discovery.  Once  the  habitat  was 
found,  there  was  no  difficulty  in  obtaining  a series.  The 
birds  did  not  appear  the  least  disturbed  by  the  noise  of  the 
gun,  but  remained  at  the  tree  until  they  had  absorbed  ;their 
fill  of  flower  juices. 

Scarcely  anything  is  known  about  the  habits  of 
this  particular  species.  Younger  men  particularly  had  never 
seen  the  bird  before  it  was  collected.  One  old  man,  who 
lived  in  the  vicinity,  assured  me  that  Kubary  had  taken 
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specimens  in  the  earlier  days.  Unfortunately,  there  is 
no  record  of  specimens  in  collections. 

During  all  of  my  time  on  Ponape,  I was  never 
able  to  locate  another  feeding  tree  though  I did  at  times 
hear  small  flocks  flying  overhead. 

The  feathers  at  the  base  of  the  hill  on  indivi- 
duals are  sometimes  absent  and  are  usually  sticky  and  dis- 
colored from  flower  juices. 

Nothing  is  known  of  the  nest  or  nesting  habits. 

Ponape  name:  To  rong'.  This  was  given  me  by  the 
old  man  who  professed  knowledge  of  the  bird.  It  presumably 
denotes  the  call  of  the  bird. 

27.  Myzomela.  This  little  honey-eater  is  found 
everywhere  on  the  island,  at  all  elevations.  One  sees  it 
in  coconut  trees,  mangroves,  true  forest,  grassland  and 
secondary  bush,  native  gardens  and  even  in  bushes  in  the 
city. 

It  is  very  aggressive,  noisy  and  warlike.  A 
large  portion  of  its  time  is  spent  in  chasing  the  little 
brown  Zosterops  (Jephras). 

One  usually  finds  individuals  alone  feeding  on 
the  flowers  of  plants  and  trees.  During  such  time  these 
keep  up  a continuous  chattering  call  or  song. 

Like  hummingbirds  these  are  adept  at  fee  ing  on 
the  wing.  This  species  also  copulates  on  the  wing. 

Myzome  I a is  easily  attracted  by  a call  and  will 


when  attracted  hover  overhead  many  minutes  at  a time,  using 
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short  raoid  wing  beats  to  keep  his  equilibrium.  The  shrill 
cry  of  this  bird  is  sometimes  confused  with  that  of  Lalage. 

The  nest  which  is  small  and  cup -shaped  and  made  of 
fern  hairs  and  fine  grasses,  lined  with  some  lichens  is 
placed  in  tree-ferns,  low  trees  or  shrubs.  Two  eggs  formu- 
late a clutch. 

After  nesting, only  the  female  feeds  the  young  ap- 
parently. On  numerous  occasions  I have  seen  the  male  inter- 
fering with  the  mother  when  she  is  feeding  the  young.  I 
believe  that  this  species  nests  at  all  seasons  of  the  year. 

Ponape  name:  Pul  liet'  a bird  which  notices 
things  very  quickly,  also  one  which  sees  ghosts  and  scares 
them  away  with  his  shrill  call. 

28.  Zosterons  conspioillata.  One  could  almost 
call  this  bird  rare  on  Ponape.  Nearly  every  one  seen  was 
taken.  They  are  always  observed  in  pairs  and  are  found 
usually  around  the  yellow  flowered  shrubs  or  low  trees. 

Those  specimens  taken  were  located  in  various  places,  in 
grasslands,  (the  edge)  secondary  growth,  and  low  shrubs  in 
the  true  forest  at  &11  altitudes  but  always  at  flowering 
trees. 

This  species  keeps  up  a continuous  high-pitched 
sibilation  at  all  times,  when  feeding  and  when  on  the  wing. 
Their  voices  are  much  richer  and  finer  than  those  of  the 
brown  Zoster ons. 

They  are  very  active  even  when  feeding.  One  al- 
most never  sees  them  sitting  still.  Nest  is  a tiny  cup- 
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shaped  affair  of  lichens  and  mosses  carefully  secured  to  the 
limb  of  a tree.  Two  very  pale  blue  eggs  are  laid. 

Ponape  name:  Teet  signifies  call  of  the  bird. 

29.  Zosterops  ponapensis.  A very  common  bird  on 
the  island.  Found  everywhere  from  the  seacoast  to  the 
tops  of  the  mountains,  and  in  all  types  of  localities  as 
well.  Along  with  the  starling,  this  species  may  be  an- 
ticipated any  place  one  happens  to  be. 

These  Zosterops  are  usually  found  in  flocks 
flying  about,  prying  into  everyone’s  business  and  quar- 
reling among  themselves.  As  a consequence  it  is  a common 
sight  to  see  and  hear  one  of  these  individuals  flying 
pell-mell  through  the  forests  or  open  lands,  yelling 
bloody  murder  and  being  closely  followed  by  a bird  of 
another  species.  I suspect  that  this  little  Zosterops  de- 
lights in  irritating  his  feathered  associates  just  for  the 
sake  of  being  pursued. 

A noisy  bird  at  best  ?/hich  keeps  up  a continuous 
chatter  from  daylight  until  well  after  dark.  A small 
flock  of  them  working  about  and  feeding  in  low  shrubs  or 
bushes  can  and  do  make  a tremendous  amount  of  racket. 

Food  comprises  seeds  and  insects.  Nest  is  the 
same  as  the  former  species;  one  finds  it  difficult  to  tell 
them  apart. 

Natives  differentiate  between  a light  and  dark 
phase,  but  I attribute  that  to  the  condition  of  the  light 
at  the  time  and  the  place  the  bird  is  feeding.  There  have 
been  instances  when  one  sees  them  working  around  yellow 
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flowers  when  those  appeared  to  be  that  color  and  were 
taken  for  the  other  Zosterops. 

Ponape  name:  Teet — the  call  of  the  bird. 

30.  Erythruva.  A very  rare  bird  of  the  true 
grasslands.  I doubt  whether  there  are  now  a hundred  speci- 
mens to  be  found  on  the  islands.  A number  of  years  ago 
professional  Japanese  trappers  netted  thousands  of  these 
birds  for  the  aviaries  in  Japan.  The  care  and  treatment 
of  them  enroute  to  Japan  became  such  a bother  that  the 
Nippon  Yusen  Kaisha  Steamship  Company  finally  put  a stop 
to  transportation,  fortunately,  before  the  bird  was  ex- 
terminated. 

Like  all  finches  this  one  feeds  on  seeds  in  the 
grassland,  but  roosts  and  rests  during  the  heat  of  the  day 
in  the  adjoining  forest. 

They  live  in  small  flocks,  are  very  shy  and  fly 
readily  when  disturbed.  Once  a note  of  alarm  is  given  the 
whole  flock  takes  wing  and  disappears  into  the  adjoining 
forest  where  they  secrete  themselves  quietly  in  the  tops 
of  trees.  So  successfully  do  they  hide  that  one  rarely, 
if  ever,  sees  them  among  the  trees  of  the  forest. 

At  other  times  when  disturbed  at  feeding  the 
whole  flock  will  dive  to  the  ground  and  hide  successfully 
in  the  grasses  or  weeds. 

On  the  wing  some  individuals  utter  a weak  hissing 
sibilation  that  is  an  aid  to  the  hunter  in  locating  them. 

My  guide  and  I learned  that  just  at  daybreak,  at 
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sundown  or  immediately  after  a good  hard  rain  were  the 
best  times  to  collect  these  finches.  On  such  occasions 
small  flocks  arise  from  the  ground  or  fly  in  from  their 
resting  places  to  feed  in  the  tops  of  the  grasses  or 
bushes.  By  crawling  on  one’s  hands  and  knees  on  the  ground 
or  working  from  a blind  one  can  collect  specimens. 

It  is  very  rarely  that  a specimen  can  be  obtained 
with  an  aux  cartridge.  The  distance  from  the  bird,  the 
compactness  of  its  feathers  and  the  thickness  of  its  skull 
make  a more  powerful  charge  of  shot  necessary.  It  is  rarely 
that  a specimen  is  ruined. 

If  the  hunter  obtains  one  individual  at  an  at- 
tempt, he  is  fortunate.  As  soon  as  a gun  is  fired,  the 
whole  flock  takes  wing  and  disappears  in  the  forest  where 
it  is  impossible  to  obtain  them. 

When  cmnped  in  the  mountains,  I opened  the  day 
with  an  attempt  at  Erythruva  and  closed  it  with  the  same. 
Sometimes  when  searching  for  owls  at  night  an  example  was 
collected. 

In  rare  instances  juveniles  have  been  found  alone. 

The  nest  is  placed  in  the  grassland,  but  none 
were  found  during  my  visit  to  the  island. 

Ponape  name:  Look  out  a poo  poo:  I could  not 
learn  the  meaning  of  the  word. 

1.  Flying  fox.  This  large  species  may  be  en- 
countered anywhere  in  the  forest  when  breadfruit  is  available. 
For  it  is  especially  fond  of  this  food.  When  none  is  to  be 
had  this  species  keeps  to  the  mangroves  pretty  well. 
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It  flies  and  feeds  in  the  daytime  as  well  as  at 
night.  One  finds  them  alone  in  the  forest  hanging  from  a 
limb  of  a high  tree  a good  elevation  from  the  ground.  But 
in  the  mangrove  thickets  they  congregate  in  the  low  trees 
by  the  hundreds. 

One  hears  them  at  night  and  can, with  a little 
practice,  learn  to  imitate  their  call  and  attract  indivi- 
duals to  them. 

On  a tiny  island  just  east  of  Langar  in  Ponape 
harbor  this  soecies  assembles  in  hundreds  during  the  day. 
Ponape  people  do  not  eat  them  as  natives  do  on  other  is- 
lands, hence  they  are  not  often  disturbed. 

Ponape  name:  Bway'ock,  signifies  very  ugly, 
strong  smelling.  The  word  is  used  as  an  insult. 

2.  Small  bat.  Unlike  its  larger  relative  this 
species  lives  in  caves.  It  is  a nocturnal  creature  which 
does  frequent  deep  ravines  and  dark  heavy  forests  in  the 
daytime,  on  dull  rainy  days. 

Ponape  name:  Kul  urn  weet,  a ghost  animal.  It  is 
closely  related  to  the  bush  devil  (Liva  pon  a well)  and  is 
considered  one  of  the  royal  household. 

This  comprises  all  of  the  endemic  birds  of  Ponape 
Island.  There  are,  of  course,  transient  sea  birds  which 
visit  the  island  though  those  Here  not  present  during  our 
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Kusaie  Collections 

"Kusaie  (Ueland)  or  Strong  Island  situated  in 
latitude  5°  19  1/2*  N.  and  162°  59'  £.  is  the  easternmost 
of*  the  Carolines.  It  is  a high  basaltic  island  about  8 
miles  in  length  in  a northeast  and  southwest  direction  and 
about  6 miles  in  breadth,  and  is  fringed  by  a reef  which 
on  the  northwest  side  extends  in  one  place  to  the  distance 
of  a mile. 

The  general  aspect  of  the  island  is  hilly  and 
toward  the  center  mountains.  In  the  north  Mount  Buache  at- 
tains  a height  of  1946  feet  and  from  its  rounded  top  the 
sides  slope  gradually  to  the  base.  Near  the  center  of  the 
island  is  Mount  Crozier  2064  feet  in  height,  which  is  the 
summit  of  the  island,  and  of  a ridge  extending  in  an  east 
and  west  direction  and  ranging  in  height  from  1400  to  2000 
feet.  The  detaohed  conical  peak  on  the  northwest  side  of 
the  island  is  named  Mertens  Monument  and  is  1526  feet  above 
high  water. 

Between  Mount  Grozier  and  Buache  a deep  valley 
divides  the  island,  at  the  extremities  of  which  are  situ- 
ated the  principal  harbors,  Chabrol,  on  the  eastern  side, 
and  Goquille  Harbor,  on  the  western  side.  This  valley  af- 
fords the  only  route  by  which  the  island  can  be  crossed. 

The  southern  part  of  Kusaie  is  surrounded  by  a 
chain  of  mangrove  islets,  connected  by  a reef,  within  which 
is  a boat  channel.  Near  the  center  of  the  southern  side 
this  connection  is  broken  and  forms  Port  Lottin. 

The  whole  island  from  the  beach  to  the  mountain 
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tops,  with  the  exception  of  the  summit  of  Mount  Crozier, 
is  covered  with  thick  and  almost  impassable  forest,  and  the 
shores  are  surrounded  by  a broad  belt  of  mangroves  and 
other  trees.  The  numerous  water  courses  and  the  richness 
of  the  vegetation  attest  the  humidity  of  the  climate,  which, 
however,  does  not  appear  to  be  unhealthful.  (No  malaria 
or  dengue  fevers ) . 

On  the  eastern  side,  on  Lele  Island  where  the 
inhabitants  mostly  reside,  are  some  interesting  ruins,  . 
built  of  enormous  blocks  of  basaltic  stone.  There  are  also 
several  artificial  canals  and  oanoe  harbors.  These  ruins 
are  stated  by  the  natives  to  have  been  built  by  the  former 
inhabitants,  partly  for  defense  and  partly  in  honor  of  the 
dead,  the  large  blocks  of  stone  being  brought  from  the  main 
island  on  rafts. 

The  only  commerce  consists  of  the  export  of  copra 
and  the  import  of  a small  amount  of  lumber,  feed,  tools,  etc. 
The  products  are  taro,  breadfruit,  bananas,  pineapples, 
yams  and  coconuts.  There  are  also  fresh  meats  such  as  pigs 
and  goats  to  be  had."  H.  0.  165,  vol.  1,  1928. 

Kusaie  has  many  times  been  referred  to  as  the 
"Garde a of  Micronesia."  It  was  here  that  the  New  Bedford 
and  New  England  whaling  ships  congregated  in  the  old  days  to 
take  on  fresh  water,  firewood  and  provisions.  No  end  of 
drunken  orgies  with  the  introduction  of  venereal  diseases 
reduced  the  population  of  these  natives  from  many  thousand 
to  only  a few  hundred. 
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Those  natives  were  a tall,  strong,  dark  skinned 
Mioronesian  type.  But  now  they  have  been  interbred  so 
badly  that  scarcely  a pure  type  can  be  found.  More  recently 
Japanese  have  begun  to  intermarry  with  the  natives. 

It  was  on  this  island  that  the  famous  Bully  Hayes, 
the  modern  buccaneer,  played  his  pranks  after  losing  his 
vessel.  Fortunately  for  the  local  inhabitants  Hayes  left 
the  island  hurriedly  when  a British  man  of  war  took  after 
him. 

The  schooner  ‘France*  anchored  in  Chabrol  (Lele) 
Harbor,  situated  on  the  eastern  side  of  Kusaie  Island  and 
remained  in  that  port  all  of  the  time  the  expedition  re- 
mained on  the  island. 

This  course  was  necessary  due  to  Government  re- 
strictions. 

During  the  course  of  collecting, every  portion  of 
the  island  was  worked  thoroughly.  Though  the  two  prizes 
or  most  desirable  species,  a rail  and  a mountain  starling 
were  not  met  with.  Apparently  neither  of  them  were  present 
on  the  island  at  the  time  of  our  stay  as  I could  not  find 
one  native  who  had  seen  the  rail  in  the  last  30  years  and 
no  one  who  remembered  the  starling. 

It  is,  of  course,  possible  that  both  of  them  have 
become  extinct,  but  I prefer  not  to  make  a positive  state- 
ment. 

Birds  of  Kusaie 
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Name  Native  Name  Amount 

Phaethon  lepturus  shiek  g 

8ula  leuoogaster  Ku'vuhl  ]_ 

Demigretta  sacra  Neg  lap  22 

Gallus  Wen  en  i leh  6 

Pluvialis  Ku  lul'  g 

Numenius  Kaht  kaht  5 

Heteractitus  Ku  lul'  21 

Arenaria  Ku  lul'  7 

Anotls  stolidus  Mauk  23 

An  oils  minutus  Shack  ahl  17 

Gygis  alba  Ge  ah  kah  11 

Ptilinopus  hernsheimi  Pfawn  40 

Ducula  oceanica  Moulik  45 

Urodynamis  Nis  eahr ' 3 

Collocalia  fuciphaga  Gal  kief  42 

Aplonis  opaca  U veh'  50 

Myzomela  rubrata  Schusch  55 

Zosterops  cinerea  Tar  ahm  50 

Erythruya  trichroa  Schisoh  na  weh  14 

Flying  fox  Fawk  3 

Bush  rat  No  name  3 

Species  22 
Individuals  426 

1.  Petrel.  This  species  roosts  and  nests  in  the 
steep  cliffs  of  the  center  of  the  island.  Two  rock  faces 
were  discovered,  both  more  or  less  inaccessible,  where 
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birds  were  known  to  spend  the  nocturnal  hours.  With  the 
aid  of  ropes,  blocks  and  tackles  from  the  ship,  myself  and 
party  succeeded  in  locating  a few  roosting  crevices  of 
pockets,  but  when  a man  or  man  were  stationed  at  these  af- 
ter dark  not  a solitary  bird  came  within  gun  range.  At 
other  times  natives  were  stationed  at  the  top  and  below 
the  800-foot  perpendicular  cliff,  but  they  had  no  success 
either  with  clubs  or  firearms.  Altogether  every  manner  and 
means,  but  the  right  one,  were  tried  without  a specimen 
being  collected. 

None  of  the  present  natives  could  give  me  an  ap- 
proximate nesting  date  for  this  bird.  Some  of  the  older  in- 
habitants did  say  that  their  forefathers  used  to  weave  long 
ropes  from  grasses,  lower  themselves  over  the  edge  of  the 
cliff,  locate  the  young  and  tie  their  mandibles  together. 
Then  when  the  adult  appeared  with  food  and  couldn’t  under- 
stand why  the  youngsters  didn’t  open  his  mouth  to  eat  the 
natives  could  strike  the  older  ones  over  the  head  with  a 
club  while  the  parent  was  hovering  about  the  juvenile.  This, 
at  least,  is  the  story  given  me. 

The  only  example  obtained  was  one  that  had  been 
captured  in  a chicken  coop  early  in  the  morning  by  natives. 
This  particular  specimen  had  been  attracted  to  the  coop  by 
the  call  of  a domestic  fowl  and  there  became  entangled  or 
enmeshed  in  the  wires  of  the  cage.  I am  told  that  petrels 
quite  often  visit  crowing  fowls  and  attempt  to  fight  with 
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There  were  not  large  numbers  of  petrels  roosting 
on  the  island  at  the  time  of  our  visit.  I should  think  not 
more  than  two  or  three  dozen.  As  we  covered  practically 
every  inch  of  the  ground  listening  and  looking  for  sounds 
of  night  calling  rails,  etc.  I believe  we  located  the  only 
roosting  site  of  the  petrel. 

2.  Phagthon.  The  white-tailed  tropic-bird  is  not 
nearly  as  common  on  Kusaie  as  on  Ponape  Island.  Here,  though, 
it  exhibits  the  same  traits  as  on  the  latter  place.  One 
sees  it  at  all  hours  of  the  day  most  anywhere  from  out  at 
sea  to  the  sides  of  the  high  mountain  peaks.  One  is  par- 
ticularly impressed  when  several  of  these  birds  soar  to  a 
high  elevation  over  the  island  and  display  themselves  against 
a clear  blue  background  of  the  sky. 

3.  Jula  leucogaster.  During  our  stay  a few  were 
found  roosting  on  a small  islet  at  the  extreme  southern  end 
of  the  island.  According  to  the  natives,  this  species  has 
never  been  known  to  nest  on  Kusaie.  At  odd  times  stragglers 
apparently  do  come  there  and  remain  off  and  on  for  a few 
months  at  a time.  The  one  specimen  forwarded  was  taken  for 
record  only. 

4.  Demigretta  sacra.  Far  more  common  on  Kusaie 
than  on  Ponape.  They  are  to  be  found  wading  on  the  coral 
reefs,  in  the  mangrove  swamps  and  at  odd  times  an  isolated 
one  may  be  flushed  from  high  up  along  a mountain  stream. 

They  appear  to  be  quite  active  on  this  island  and  are  more 
difficult  to  approach  than  on  others.  Probably  this  is  due 
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to  some  of  the  Japanese  (Okanawas)  who  take  them  for  food. 

At  the  northern  end  of  Kasai e there  is  a large  cave 
with  a wide-mouthed  entrance  which  is  inhabited  by  small  bats 
and  swifts.  I have  witnessed  herons  walking  about  at  the 
deep  end  of  the  cave  (300  feet  from  the  entrance)  but  to 
what  purpose  I do  not  know. 

The  dark,  white  and  mottled  phases  were  collected 
here.  I should  say  that  the  dark  and  white  phases  are  about 
equal  in  number  with  an  occasional  mottled  bird  intermingling. 
Our  Chinese  cook  considered  heron  hunting  a rare  sport  which 
accounts  for  the  large  series  taken. 

5.  Callus.  This  bird  has  interbred  so  badly  with 
the  domestic  strains  that  I could  not  find  a good  example 

on  the  island.  Those  few  that  are  found  in  a "wild  state" 
remain  so  close  to  human  habitation  that  it  is  useless  to 
consider  a pure  strain  longer  or  attempt  to  collect  them  ex- 
cept as  a record.  Daring  all  of  my  travels  about  the  is- 
land, I never  once  encountered  this  bird  in  the  mountains  or 
high  mountain  valleys. 

6.  Pluvialis.  A migrant,  of  course.  As  on  other 
islands,  it  is  here  found  along  the  sandy  beaches,  in  man- 
grove swamps  and  in  clearings  of  any  kind. 

7.  Numenius.  The  curlew  is  evidently  a migrant 
here  also,  as  no  one  could  be  found  who  had  seen  a nest  of 
this  species.  Fair-sized  flocks  of  20  or  more  congregate 
on  tiny  islets  at  the  southern  end  of  the  island  to  roost 
at  night.  One  often  hears  their  cry  at  night  when  they 
have  been  disturbed  and  have  taken  to  flight. 
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8.  He teractitus.  Quite  a large  series  of  various 
phases  of  this  bird  were  taken  on  Kusaie.  One  encounters 
them  along  the  reefs  and  sandy  beaches,  in  mangrove  swamps 
and  in  rare  instances  well  into  the  interior  of  the  island 
along  mountain  streams.  These  seem  to  congregate  at  night 
in  flocks  but  spread  out  and  feed  alone.  Natives  have  no 
nesting  records  of  this  species  either.  Unlike  the  plover 
this  species  does  not  frequent  grasslands. 

9.  Arenaria.  Always  found  in  little  flocks  along 
the  outer  reefs  and  sandy  beaches  of  the  foreshore.  Never 
in  the  interior  of  an  island.  These  are  reported  to  remain 
all  the  year  around  but  no  nests  were  recorded. 

10.  Anotts  stolidus.  A common  bird  on  Kusaie, par- 
ticularly at  the  southern  end  of  the  island  where  one  can 
find  them  in  thousands.  They  display  the  same  habits  as 
those  on  Ponaoe.  From  watching  them  on  both  islands,  I am 
now  convinced  that  this  species  does  nest  all  of  the  year 
around  and  probably  one  individual  engages  in  such  activity 
several  times  in  one  year. 

One  hears  their  harsh  rasping  call  notes  at  all 
hours  of  the  day  and  night  as  they  fly  back  and  forth  from 
the  ocean  to  their  roosts  or  nests. 

As  on  Ponape  one  encounters  individuals  high  up 
on  the  ridges  of  the  tallest  mountains.  Again,  I believe 
most  of  these  latter  are  juveniles  learning  to  fly. 

11.  Anotts  minutus.  Again  here  a very  retiring 
bird  which  keeps  to  itself  in  colonies  in  the  low  shrubs 
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and  trees  of  outlying  reefs  and  isolated  small  islands. 

One  never  sees  it  flying  about  in  the  island. 

On  Kusaie  one  colony  was  found  on  a tiny  islet  of 
the  outer  reef  at  the  southern  end  of  the  island.  These 
birds  were  not  nesting  at  the  time  of  my  visit. 

12.  Gygis  alba.  Not  common  on  Kusaie.  I believe 
this  species  restricts  itself  more  to  the  small  coral  atolls 
than  larger  island  masses.  On  Ponape  I was  told  that  I 
would  find  this  bird  at  Pakin  and  Ant  Atolls. 

I found  them  to  be  quite  tame  and  even  friendly 
little  creatures  which  would  hover  some  15  or  20  feet  over 
my  head  when  I was  walking  in  secondary  bush  or  grassland. 
Apparently  such  actions  are  engendered  to  compensate  their 
curiosity. 

One  usually  finds  them  in  small  flocks  of  two  or 
three  hovering  about  the  tops  of  trees  uttering  their 
plaintive  little  cries.  If  one  is  collected  from  a flock 
of  others,  not  the  least  disturbed  by  the  noise  of  the  shot 
hover  over  the  fallen  comrade  and  display  unusual  concern. 

I am  told  that  no  nest  is  built  but  the  one  egg 
is  fastened  to  a lirab  of  a tree  with  saliva. 

13.  Ptilinopus.  Quite  common  on  Kusaie.  In  fact, 
I should  say  that  this  species  is  holding  its  own  here  very 
well.  At  the  time  I made  my  visit,  individuals  were  found 
very  difficult  to  obtain.  Usually  one  expects  to  meet  with 
them  in  high  trees  near  villages  and  native  gardens,  but 
here  they  are  discovered  high  up  on  the  mountain  slooes. 
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Probably  this  was  due  to  their  food  supply  more  than  any 
other  cause. 

14.  Ducula.  About  4 o’clock  in  the  afternoon 
these  birds  begin  congregating  in  the  high  trees  of  the 
lowlands  close  to  the  salt  water  where  they  roost  for  the 
night.  Particularly  is  this  ture  in  the  least  inhabited 
sections  of  the  southern  portion  of  the  island. 

At  daybreak  the  flocks  scatter  and  work  their 
way  to  the  tops  of  the  mountains  where  they  feed  indivi- 
dually usually  in  the  tops  of  high  trees.  The  Kusaie  na- 
tives have  become  very  proficient  in  imitating  the  call  of 
this  species,  so  much  so  that  they  attract  the  bird  and 
capture  numbers  with  stones  and  clubs.  As  yet  there  are 
not  enough  Japanese  on  the  island  to  have  diminished  this 
bird  perceptibly. 

15.  Urodynamis.  Natives  recognize  the  cuckoo 
as  a migrant.  As  on  Ponape  the  arrival  of  the  bird  around 
the  first  of  February  indicates  the  beginning  of  the  bread- 
fruit season.  It  is  to  be  found  everywhere  on  the  island. 

16.  Collooalia.  The  little  swift  is  undoubtedly 
the  most  common  bird  on  the  island.  One  encounters  it 
everywhere  from  the  seashore  to  the  tops  of  the  highest 
peaks  of  the  mountains.  Unlike  the  same  species  on  Ponape, 
this  one  is  far  more  inclined  to  feed  above  high  trees  and 
not  restrict  itself  to  open  lands  and  cleared  areas.  There 
are , by  the  way,  few  of  the  latter  mentioned  about  the  place. 
Here  one  finds  these  birds  traveling  in  waves  of  several 
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hundred  birds  working  along  together  or  near  one  another  and 
headed  in  the  same  general  direction  as  they  shift  about. 

They  roost  and  nest  in  caves  that  are  scattered 
about  the  island. 

17 . Aplonis  opaca.  Next  to  Oollooalia  the  most 
common  bird  on  the  island.  One  finds  them  in  flocks  every- 
where, all  types  of  locations  and  altitudes.  During  my  stay 
scores  of  this  species  were  taken  in  hopes  that  a mountain 
ornis  could  be  located.  Unfortunately,  it  was  not.  The 
juveniles  here  outnumber  the  adults  with  a ratio  of  about 
five  to  one.  Here  again  the  juveniles  travel  alone  in 
f looks . 

18.  Myzomela.  Very  common  in  the  lowlands,  es- 
pecially in  coconut  trees  and  low  shrubs.  Here  one  does 
not  find  this  species  penetrating  to  the  higher  elevations. 
The  females  feed  the  youngsters  long  after  they  begin  to 
fly. 

I noted  also  that  the  adult  males  begin  copulating 
with  young  females  before  they  are  out  of  their  juvenile 
plumage. 

19.  Zosterops  cinerea.  Very  common  on  all  parts 
of  the  island.  One  finds  them  in  flocks  working  about  even 
in  the  tops  of  high  trees.  The  conduct  of  this  species  is 
the  same  as  on  Ponape  Island,  unless  it  be  that  the  birds 
are  noisy  here. 

20.  Zrythruva.  I should  class  the  bird  as  com- 
mon on  Kusaie,  but  difficult  to  obtain.  Unlike  the  similar 
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speoies  on  Ponape,  this  bird  here  is  not  restricted  to  cer- 
tain areas,  but  is  found  all  over  the  island  even  to  quite 
high,  elevations. 

There  is  no  true  grassland  on  Kusaie,  but  only- 
isolated  patches  of  coarse  tussocks  where  rocks  are  exposed 
to  the  surface.  None  of  these  are  over  a few  yards  in  ex- 
tent . 

lirythruva  does  always  remain  in  flocks.  Many 
times  I have  heard  one  working  around  in  the  dense  under- 
growth of  the  true  forests,  but  before  I could  locate  him 
the  individual  had  flown. 

I found  that  very  early  in  the  morning  was  the 
best  time  to  collect  the  species,  when  they  were  actively 
engaged  in  feeding.  The  enlightened  savages  of  Kusaie  know 
nothing  of  their  nesting  habits. 

A.  Flying  Fox.  Virtually  extinct  on  Kusaie.  In 
1926  or  27,  an  epidemic  broke  out  among  these  mammals  which 
practically  wiped  out  the  race.  There  were  only  two  living 
specimens  remaining  on  the  island  that  I know  of,  when  I 
left. 

B.  Bush  rat.  The  island  is  overrun  with  rats, 
but  at  the  time  I was  there  an  epidemic  seemed  to  have 
broken  out  among  them  also  as  numbers  of  dead  individuals 
could  be  found  lying  on  the  ground.  For  that  reason  I dis- 
liked very  much  to  handle  them. 

At  night  the  whole  forest  is  overrun  with  these 
pests  whose  Bqueekings  and  cries  may  be  heard  everywhere. 
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A good  series  of  all  species  of  the  island  was 
taken  except  the  two  most  important  species  which  were  not 
met  with. 

1.  Kittlitzia  oornia.  The  mountain  starling  was 
not  discovered  though  I covered  every  mountain  range  on  the 
island  and  questioned  the  natives  continuously.  Not  one 
individual  was  found  who  could  give  me  any  information  or 
say  that  he  had  seen  one. 

2.  Aphanolimnas  monasa.  The  natives  have  a name 
for  the  bird,  Nay  tai  mai  not,  meaning  "to  land  in  the 
taro."  Furthermore,  I learned  that  it  is  a god  of  the  bush 
and  much  reverenced  by  the  people. 

Jeveral  oldsters  seemed  to  remember  their  fore- 
fathers sneaking  of  the  bird,  but  none  of  them  admitted 
having  seen  it,  except  an  elderly  deacon,  a staunch  pillar 
of  the  church,  who  claimed  to  have  had  the  bird  pointed  out 
to  him  some  20  years  previous  to  my  visit. 

Every  possible  means  we  could  think  of  was  tried 
to  snare  or  find  a specimen.  Every  locality  from  the  sea 
coast  to  the  tops  of  the  mountains  was  searched. 

In  as  much  as  the  island  is  overrun  with  rats, 
one  couldn't  expect  to  find  many  ground  birds. 
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Guam  Collections 

Guam  situated  in  latitude  13°  27*  N.  and  144° 

45*  E.  is  the  southernmost,  largest,  and  most  populous  is- 
land of  the  Marianne  chain.  It  has  an  area  of  about  200 
square  miles  with  a length  of  30  miles  and  a width  of  from 
4 to  8 miles,  stretching  in  a more  or  less  north  and  south 
direction. 

The  southern  part  of  the  island  is  high  and  moun- 
tainous. A chain  of  ridges  runs  from  the  center  on  the 
west  side  to  the  southern  tip  which  breaks  the  whole  por- 
tion into  deep  valleys  and  ridges.  Mount  Lam  lam  is  the 
highest  peak  with  an  elevation  of  1334  feet.  The  whole  of 
the  mountainous  or  southern  portion  is  volcanic  in  origin 
and  is  composed  of  lava  rock,  flint  quartz  and  clay  in  dif- 
ferent forms.  For  the  most  part  the  mountains  are  bare  of 
vegetation  except  for  shrubs  and  grasses.  The  valleys  of 
course  are  wooded. 

"The  typography  of  the  northern  half  of  the  is- 
land is  entirely  different  from  the  southern,  inasmuch  as 
it  is  one  large  plateau  ranging  in  elevation  from  200  to 
500  feet,  sloping  generally  from  the  cliffs  bordering  the 
sea  inland  and  from  the  northernmost  point  to  the  swampy 
land  north  of  Agana,  through  which  flows  the  Agana  River. 
This  part  of  the  island  is  watered  by  no  perennial  stream 
except  a few  brooks  that  rise  on  Mount  Santa  Rosa  and  disap 
pear  in  the  coral  rock  at  its  base.  Running  water  dan  also 
be  found  during  10  months  of  the  year  at  the  foot  of 
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Ivlataguac,  a small  hill  east  of  Santa  Rosa.  The  cliffs  on 
the  north  and  northeast  sides  of  the  island  are  the  highest 
in  Guam,  reaching  a height  of  600  feet  above  the  sea.  These 
oliffs  are  covered  almost  entirely  with  verdure  except  where 
there  is  a sheer  drop  of  200  feet  or  so,  and  at  their  base 
lie  coconut  plantations  and  white  beach  sand.  The  whole 
presents  a very  pleasant  tropical  scene."  The  Island  of 
Guam,  Washington,  1917. 

Discovered  on  March  6,  1521,  by  Fernando  de  Ma- 
gellanes,  Guam  remained  under  Spanish  rule  until  it  was 
taken  over  by  the  American  Navy  in  1898.  At  present  it  is 
considered  an  American  Naval  base. 

The  natives,  who  call  themselves  Chamorros,  are 
a mixture  of  any  number  of  races,  white  and  malay,  who 
have  come  to  the  island.  At  present  they  number  about  17,000. 

Though  they  are  primitive  in  many  respects,  the 
younger  ones  are  all  educated  in  schools,  nearly  all  own 
land  and  exist  upon  a much  higher  scale  than  the  natives 
of  other  islands  in  that  part  of  the  world.  Nearly  all  of 
them  operate  their  small  farms  and  raise  almost  every  kind 
of  vegetable  imaginable.  Food  is  most  plentiful  everywhere. 

Only  a limited  time  was  s>ent  in  collecting  on 
Guam  and  then  only  at  the  extreme  northern!  end  of  the  is- 
land where  forest  and  secondary  bush  are  most  prolific.  A 
small  representative  series  of  birds  was  brought  together 
though  several  species  previously  recorded  were  not  met 
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Birds  of  Guam 

Name 

Puffinus 

Demif|retta  sacra 
Ixobrich us 
Excal  fact  oris 
Hypotaenidia 
Gharalrius  mongolus 
Heteraotitus  brevipes 
Pluvialis  fuse  us 
Arenaria  interpres 
Anofls  stolidus 
Gallioolumba  joWensis 
Ptilinopus  roscicapillus 
Streptopeli a 
Collocalia 

Halcyon  cinnamon! us 
Corvus  kubaryi 
Myiagra  freycineti 
Rhipidura  rufifrons 
Aplonis  opaeha 
Myzomela  rub  rat  a 
Zosterops  conspicillata 
Plying  fox  (Pteropus) 


Native  name  Amount 

Lu  au  1 

Chuck  u ko  1 

Kek  kek  2 

Beng  beng  1 

Ko  ko  4 

Pi  li  li  3 

Pi  li  li  S 

Pi  li  li  1 

Pi  li  li  1 

Pah  jang  8 

Ah  packah  17 

Tot  tot  15 

Paluman  jalom'tano  7> 

Jug  ag'guag  13 

Si  hig  18 

Ah  gah  10 

Ghig  guang  guang  88 

Ghich  chi  ri  ka  4 

Sah  li  4 

Eh  gi  gi  1 

Nts  sak  8 

Pah  ni  hi  7 


1.  Puffinus.  The  one  example  taken  was  brought 
in  by  some  natives  who  had  oaptured  the  bird  at  night  on 
the  sandbeach  not  far  from  the  agricultural  experimental 
station. 
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I could  find  no  one  on  the  island  who  knew  of 
this  particular  species  except  that  it  was  associated  with 
their  night  flying  devils.  A number  of  names  werd  given 
me,  viz.:  Lu'au-~Fah  hang' — Lang  ng  ay'ao — Lang  a'jah — 
Xah'ti  and  Utek' — . All  of  which  are  in  various  ways  as- 
sociated with  ev%il  spirits. 

There  was  a rumor  also  that  this  species  formerly 
roosted  at  Mount  Barrigada  toward  the  north  end  of  the  is- 
land, but  I could  find  no  means  of  substantiating  this 
statement. 

This  bird  bore  a striking  resemblance  to  those 
taken  on  the  equator  enroute  to  Ponape  Island. 

2.  Demigretta  sacra.  A number  of  these  were 
observed  on  the  reefs  at  various  ports  of  the  island.  Here 
the  white  phase  seemed  to  predominate  over  the  blue.  No 
mottled  birds  were  observed. 

3.  Ixobr^oh us  sinensis . A few  were  found  in 
the  scrub  growth  and  grassy  patches  near  the  seacoast. 
Apparently  they  do  most  or  all  of  their  feeding  at  night. 

I would  suggest  that  this  bird  is  a migrant. 

4.  Hxcalfactoria.  This  bird  presumably  an  in- 
troduced speoies  is  quite  common  in  the  grasslands  all 
over  the  island.  Because  of  its  ability  to  fly  quickly 
and  hide  successfully  in  the  grasses  few  are  snared  or 
taken  by  the  natives.  The  name  Beng  Beng,  given  by  the 
Guam  people,  is  derived  from  the  peculiar  whirring  noise 
the  bird  makes  when  in  flight. 

5.  Hypotaenidia.  Not  common  on  Guam  though  a 
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moderate  number  were  observed  in  the  secondary  bush  and 
shrub  about  the  plantation  at  the  north  end  of  the  island. 
These  birds  dart  through  the  grass  so  quickly  one  rarely, 
if  ever,  has  a shot  at  them. 

I was  fortunate  in  obtaining  the  services  of  a 
dog,  belonging  to  an  old  native,  which  ran  some  of  these 
to  earth  for  me.  Given  more  time  I could  probably  have 
obtained  a good  series. 

6.  Charadrius.  A few  were  observed  in  little 
flocks  and  singly  along  the  sandy  beaches  and  in  all  cleared 
areas  as  well  as  cut  over  grasslands. 

7.  Heterac  tit  us  brevipes.  A limited  number  were 
observed  along  the  reefs  and  sandy  beaches.  Those  were 
usually  found  alone. 

8.  Pluvial  is  fuscus . One  specimen  was  encoun- 
tered along  the  reefs.  Not  common  at  the  time  of  year  I 
was  present. 

9.  Aren ar  1 a interpres . A few  small  flocks  were 
observed  along  the  reefs.  One  example  was  taken  as  a 
record. 

10.  Anotts  s tolldus.  The  larger  noddy  is  quite 
common  around  Guam,  but  does  not  apparently  nest  on  the 
island.  I presume  that  it  goes  farther  north  to  the 
other  islands  of  the  Marianne  chain  for  that  purpose. 

11.  Gallic olumb a.  This  little  dove  was  found 
to  be  common  at  the  north  end  of  the  island  where  camp 
was  established.  They  seemed  to  congregate  in  one  small 
area  in  the  dense  underbrush  where  the  collector  could 
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usually  flush  one  or  more  in  his  travels.  Though  quite 
tame  and  more  or  less  easily  approached  I found  them  dif- 
ficult to  collect  because  of  their  ability  to  hide  behind 
logs,  stones,  etc. 

12.  Ptilinopus.  Not  very  common  on  Guam  Island 
any  longer.  They  are  restricted  to  the  northern  end  of  the 
island  and  frequent  any  of  the  fruit  bearing  trees. 

Natives  snare  and  secure  with  lime  or  tree  juices 
numbers  of  these  birds  which  they  sell  to  the  white  resi- 
dents. It  is  quite  a common  sight  in  the  city  to  see  this 
species  in  cages  hanging  from  the  porches  of  houses. 

13.  Streptopella.  This  introduced  species  is 
found  to  be  very  common  everywhere  on  the  island.  One  en- 
counters it  along  the  roadsides  in  shrubs  and  trees  in  the 
cities,  in  grasslands  and  in  the  true  forest.  I don't  be- 
lieve there  is  any  danger  of  this  species  becoming  exter- 
minated because  of  its  peculiar  adaptability  to  surround- 
ings. 

14.  Collocali a.  Not  as  common  on  Guam  as  on 
other  islands  in  this  part  of  the  Pacific.  One  observes 
them  flitting  about  over  grasslands,  gardens  and  open 
spaces  during  the  cooler  hours  of  the  day.  They  roost 
and  nest  in  isolated  caves  about  the  island. 

15.  Halcyon  cinnamonius . I found  only  a 
limited  number  of  this  speoies  about  clearings,  gardens 
and  secondary  growth  at  the  north  end  of  Guam,  though  it 
is  possible  that  there  are  more  in  other  localities.  I 


eSiup  d&jod?  Bid  ni  etom  10  ©no  rietrrt 

-ill)  nierid  1 tedoeoicfqs  ^lises  aeel"  rco  ercm  taz  vs  :\3 

r;l  iecf  ■■-l;-  c.?  -'3  iljrfa  'Xierirt  vo  Cuia?  o©c  s oellco  o3  3 i;r • 3 

.4  : ,8  -acJB  , r • 

baelBl  rnea€  no  aora-'Ot/  ^*cev  3oM  .:?i  .',  til  id ••<:  .si 
©u3  *0  Bii©  :.,vr •:i?«  Oir;  «ri3  0:  XedoiidBei  ita  Y&dri  .is^nol 

• eaei3  gniifsed  diait  ©rid  to  w:b  fine  Basis; 

9813  10  ©r ' 2 1 rid  i??  811;  c >b  hue.  eisne  b©v23b 
•'ies'T  ©3  '.dir  ©d3  o3  Xl&S  voiid  doidtr  sJbiicI  testiy  'to  Biacfswn 

- CC  01  V;  :©  • 3 ; . ?:  j-C  f © ;.  : . ; 

*'-^2U0ri  3o  •f.nHoicq  •'  :n"  : i’-nsi!  ...  ■;:•*>/.  :ij 

• • ■ . is  . j ; . o?  • • . . r 

-n©  ©jxO  , ©-rid  bo  9i©riir^aav©  aoaBioo  T£i©r  ©d  od  obbo' 

r ' ' ’ . 

-sri  3 ’ ro  & i »3 adsol  :/;i  ©(& 

-loJxe  iiL-nooed  eeioeqa  alrid  5ro  el  9isri3  ©veil 

-5r.30iitf8  od  v;3  IXidBjqs  e islljdseq  s? i to  ©euBoed  lediviai 

. .2 

rio  as  mm:  fro  Homos  ao  3©/  ,e iiBooIXeC  ,M 

s©vrt©8do  snO  , o/tioef  ©rid  %p  3i«g  a 2 rid  a l ©Bcetei  t^ddo 

,>cy  ---/c.-* 

n©qo  Boa  , a Sas! eefiitg  ievo  3 aorta 

3 Boot  - "•■/'  ‘ ©-‘3  10  -j'f  ori  -relooo--  &c  z . > i v r ? ......  ••• 

.Bosiei  ®d3  iusd:i  aevtso  j>©3 eiosi  xji  3 eaa 
••  ■ cl>-  ■ .31 

.asalxa©  Ixj  3s 

3 2 riwjorij  'to  Bit©  ridioja  aria  3b  ri3ro*xg  tteBnooe© 

I .s?8131Xb6oX  *sd3o  ai  ©to  -t  eis  ©1  -13  ,-«.‘3  oftfiee© 0 oi 


254 


believe  this  species  lives  almost  entirely  on  lizards  here. 

16.  Corvu3  kubaryi . A few  remain  in  the  forested 
areas  of  the  island.  As  it  is  considered  a pest  because  of 
its  habit  of  devouring  corn  and  garden  truck,  natives  have 
been  granted  permission  to  destroy  the  bird  with  firearms. 

I predict  that  the  crow  will  be  exterminated  within  a short 
while. 

17.  Mylagra.  Hardly  common,  very  retiring  and 
does  not  respond  readily  to  call.  Dr.  Edwards  told  me  that 
he  formerly  saw  them  around  the  outskirts  of  the  city  of 
Agana,  but  that  now  those  have  disappeared.  I discovered 
them,  taken  at  the  north  end  of  the  island  inhabiting  the 
heavy  undergrowth  in  isolated  places. 

18.  Rhipidura.  Rare  on  Guam.  I was  not  fortu- 
nate enough  to  find  a female  specimen.  Like  the  former 
species  this  one,  too,  is  restricted  to  the  small  area  of 
true  forest  at  the  north  end  of  the  island. 

19.  Aplonis . Undoubtedly  the  most  common  bird 
on  Guam  as  it  is  found  pretty  well  over  the  whole  of  the 
island,  it  travels  and  feeds  in  flocks  as  elsewhere. 

20.  Myzomela.  Very  rare  on  the  island.  The 
only  specimen  observed  was  taken.  One  does  not  find  them 
around  the  coconut  trees  or  in  bushes  or  gardens  as  is 
usual  on  most  islands.  A blight  in  the  coconut  trees  some 
years  ago  might  have  had  something  to  do  with  their  exter- 
mination. 

21.  Zosterops.  Not  common.  A few  of  these  were 
found  in  the  secondary  bush  and  scrub  at  the  northern  end 
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of  the  island. 

A.  Pteropus — Plying  fox.  Not  common  on  luam  any 
longer.  The  natives  are  very  fond  of  this  mammal  as  food 
and  with  the  introduction  of  firearms  have  nearly  cleaned 
them  out.  In  the  markets  one  large  specimen  will  bring  as 
high  as  a dollar.  The  north  end  of  the  island  is  that  last 
stronghold  of  this  species. 

Besides  those  species  taken,  the  following  have 
been  recorded  from  the  island: 

Acrocephalus , Poliolimnas,  Gall inula,  Limosa.  Nu- 
menius,  lallinago,  Squat arola,  Oharadrius  dominicus , Anas 
oustaleti,  An  oils  minutus , lygis  alba,  PhaSthon  lepturus, 
Pregata  aquila.  Sula  piscatrix,  Sula  leucogaster,  also  Asio 
f lammeu3. 

None  of  these  species  were  met  with  but  probably 
with  more  time  at  my  disposal  some  of  these  could  have  been 
included  in  the  collections. 
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Tinian  Collections 

Tinian  Island  of  the  Marianne  Group  lies  in  lati- 
o 0 

tude  15  00'  N.  and  longitude  145  38'  E.  It  has  an  area 

of  about  20  square  miles  and  lies  about  equidistant  from 
Saipan  on  the  north  and  iiguijan  on  the  south.  The  island 
is  of  even  height,  not  over  100  feet  above  sea  level  of 
coralline  formation  and  without  a good  anchorage  for  ocean 
vessels. 

In  the  olden  days  the  island  was  used  as  a 
propagating  ground  for  herds  of  cattle,  droves  of  goats, 
pigs  and  dogs  which  lives  in  more  or  less  of  a wild  state. 
Only  a limited  number  of  natives,  with  their  families,  who 
acted  as  caretakers  or  watchmen,  remained  on  the  island, 
later  in  German  times  a few  more  natives  retreated  to 
Tinian  to  get  away  from  foreign  rule.  At  that  time  the 
whole  island  with  the  exception  of  a stretch  of  marshy- 
ground  was  covered  with  virgin  forest  in  a most  luxuriant 
s tate  of  grow  th. 

Recently,  however,  the  Japanese,  under  whose 
jurisdiction  these  islands  have  now  fallen, have  stripped 
this  one  t> f its  heavy  timber  and  have  planted  the  whole  of 
it  with  sugar  cane.  These  latter  have  had  a remarkable 
degree  of  success  with  their  agricultural  pursuit  and  not 
only  have  given  employment  to  quite  a few  thousand  of  their 
own  countrymen  but  export  refined  sugar  to  the  amount  of 
several  million  dollars'  worth  each  year. 

Jh at  few  natives  remain  on  their  own  land  are 
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no w clustered  in  a small  hamlet,  adjoining  a patch  of  rocky 
ground  near  the  center  of  the  island,  as  the  ground  is 
worthless  for  agricultural  purposes  the  Japanese  have  no 
need  for  extracting  this  remnant  of  native  population. 

It  is  true  that  there  are  several  hundred  Chamor- 
ros (natives  of  the  Marianne  Group)  to  be  found  at  the  city 
of  Song  Song  on  Tinian,  but  they  are  employed  in  the  sugar 
local  refinery. 

I was  permitted  but  a few  days  of  collecting  on 
Tinian  Island  in  September  1931  and  chose  as  my  camp  the 
only  portion  of  the  island  where  some  forest  and  secondary 
bush  remains. 

The  following  is  a list  of  species  taken  on  Tinian 

Island: 


Name 

Native  name 

Amount 

Ixobrychus  sinensis 

Kak  kak 

3 

Gallinula  ohloropus 

Pul  at  tat 

5 

Gygis  alba 

Ghung  eh ' 

1 

Ptilinopus 

Tot' tot 

3 

Gallicolumba 

Paluman-Kunau 

8 

S treptopelia 

Paluma  ( ? ) 

2 

Halcyon  albi cilia 

Si  'hig 

4 

Myiagra  takutsukasae 

Chug  uang'guang 

9 

Rhipldura  rufifrons 

Ghich  chi  ri'ka 

6 

Aplonis  opaca 

Sah  li 

27 

Myzomela  rubrata 

Nh  gi'gi 

2 

Zosterops  conspicillata 

Nos  sak 

18 

— 
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Birds  collected  on  Saipan  Island 
Gleptornis  marchei  Canaria  1 

Collocalia  fuciphaga  Jag  jag'guag  8 

1.  Ixobryehus.  A few  are  to  be  found  in  the 
reed  grasses  near  the  fresh-water  lake  on  Tinian.  Not  on 
Saipan  but  reported  on  Kota  and  all  islands  of  the  northern 
Marianne  chain. 

2.  Grallinula.  This  species  may  be  considered 
rare  on  Tinian.  A limited  number  may  still  be  obtained 
around  the  lake  region,  though  I believe  no  other  place  on 
the  island.  There  are  a few  reported  as  inhabiting  a 
marshy  area  on  Rota  Island  to  the  southward  though  I believe 
they  are  absent  from  the  northern  islands. 

3.  Sygis  alba.  One  specimen  was  seen  and  taken 
here.  I should  class  this  species  as  a casual  visitor 
which  nests  on  the  northern  islands.  Natives  infer  anyway 
that  one  encounters  them  everywhere. 

4.  Ptillnopus  roseicapillus. A few  Individuals  re- 
main on  Tinian,  but  not,  to  my  knowledge,  on  Saipan.  I 
have  toll  that  they  are  still  quite  numerous  on  Bota,  but 
not  present  on  the  northern  islands. 

5.  jallicolumba.  As  with  the  preceding  species, 
there  are  a few  to  be  encountered  with  in  the  small  patch 
of  secondary  scrub  on  Tinian.  Not  present  on  Saipan  but 
reported  to  be  moderately  common  on  P.ota  Island  thought  not 
inhabiting  the  northern  islands. 

6.  S treptopeli a.  Pew  are  to  be  found  on  both 
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■Tinian  and  Saipan  islands.  Since  they  are  hunted  most  dili- 
gently by  the  Japanese,  I am  afraid  that  they  will  not  be 
present  much  longer.  Natives  informed  me  that  this  intro- 
duced species  is  present  on  all  of  the  Marianne  islands. 

7.  Halcyon  albicllla.  One  of  the  most  common 
birds  on  Tinian  and  Saipan.  As  there  are  no  stumps  of 
trees  or  logs  for  these  birds  to  perch  on,  one  finds  them 
sitting  on  the  ground  or  on  a waving  stock  of  sugar  cane, 
which  is  most  unusual  for  this  species.  I was  unable  to 
learn  where  they  make  their  nests  now  that  all  of  the  trees 
have  been  cleared  away.  Reported  from  all  of  the  islands 
of  the  group. 

8.  Mylagra.  A few  are'  to  be  found  in  the  wooded 
area  of  Tinian  Island,  but  I did  not  encounter  it  on  Saipan. 
Natives  inform  me  that  this  species  is  quite  numerous  on 
Rota,  but  does  not  inhabit  the  northern  islands.  I am  in- 
clined to  doubt  this  last  statement. 

9.  Rhipidura.  A very  limited  number  remain  on 
Tinian  and  none  to  my  knowledge  on  Saipan.  They  are  re- 
ported to  be  common  on  Rota  and  some  of  the  northern  is-- 
lands. 

10.  Aplonis.  Q,uite  a large  colony  of  starlings 
inhabit  the  high  holes  in  the  one  cliff  at  the  northern  end 
of  Tinian.  As  their  roosting  and  nesting  site  is  quite  in- 
accessible I doubt  seriously  whether  they  will  ever  be  ex- 
terminated. Natives  report  them  as  inhabitants  of  all  of 
the  Mariannes,  but  I did  not  encounter  them  on  Saipan. 

11.  Myzomela.  The  only  two  specimens  observed 
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were  obtained.  I searched  diligently  and  asked  natives 
repeatedly  about  this  species  but  without  success.  There 
are  now  scareely  any  coconut  trees  on  Tinian  because  of  a 
blight  that  destroyed  many  and  also  through  the  agricul- 
tural activities  many  were  chopped  down. 

The  two  specimens  obtained  were  found  fluttering 
about  in  the  tops  of  low  trees  in  the  remaining  wooded 
area.  I should  class  the  bird  as  practically  extinct.  Na- 
tives record  them  from  Hota  and  some  of  the  northern  is- 
lands . 

12.  7,osterops.  This  little  fellow  has  adjusted 
himself  to  the  gardens  and  shrubs  in  the  villages.  He  is 
a seed  eater  and  now  makes  himself  at  home  around  human 
habitations.  On  occasions,  I have  seen  him  climbing  over 
potted  plants  on  the  window  ledges  of  dwellings.  He  is  no 
longer  a bird  of  the  true  forest  as  he  has  none  here  to  go 
to. 

In  time,  no  doubt,  this  species  will  degenerate 
into  a bread  crumb  eater  and  will  be  called  "The  dickie 
bird,"  if  there  are  such  terms  in  the  Japanese  language. 
There  is  no  doubt,  though,  that  the  cheerful  little 
sibillation  uttered  by  this  bird  whether  feeding  or  on 
the  wing  makes  him  friends  wherever  he  goes. 

This  species  is  quite  common  both  on  Tinian  and 
Saipan.  Natives  report  them  from  all  of  the  islands. 

Saipan  Collections 

Saipan  Island  situated  in  latitude  15?  12'  N. 
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and  145°  44’  3.,  lies  about  5 miles  north  of  Tinian  Is- 
land. It  is  considerably  larger  than  Tinian  and  has  an 
area  of  about  180  square  miles.  An  extinct  volcanic  peak 
rises  to  1554  feet  toward  the  north  end  of  the  island 
while  the  southern  part  is  low  and  flat. 

At  present  practically  the  whole  of  the  island 
has  been  planted  with  sugar  cane  with  the  exception  of  the 
mountain,  which  is  void  of  all  vegetation. 

The  natives,  who  formerly  owned  the  land  now 
have  sold,  leased  or  lost  that  to  the  Japanese.  The  for- 
mer, for  the  most  part,  live  in  the  village  of  Garapan, 
and  follow  such  pursuits  as  are  available  there. 

During  my  stay,  I was  not  remitted  to  engage  in 
collecting  on  this  island;  The  Japanese  Government  not 
feeling  inclined  toward  issuing  the  necessary  permits. 

One  native  did  bring  me  two  species  which  are  re- 
corded as  follows: 

1.  Gleptornis  marc  he  1.  Only  one  specimen  was 
obtained.  I should  not  call  them  common  on  the  island  and 
did  not  observe  it  on  Tinian.  Natives  tell  me  that  it  does 
not  occur  on  Rota  and  they  are  very  uncertain  about  its 
status  on  the  northern  islands. 

2.  Collooalia  fuoiphaga.  A very  small  colony 
was  located  on  Saipan  in  one  of  the  small  caves  in  the 
mountains.  Two  natives  searched  diligently  on  Tinian  Is- 
land without  locating  specimens.  They  are  reported  to  be 
found  on  all  other  islands  of  the  Marianne  chain. 
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Palau  Collections 

The  Palau  (Pelew,  Palao)  group  situated  in  7° 

30'  N.  and  134°  30'  E.  consists  of  six  large  islands  viz. 
Babalthoup,  Korror,  Urukthapel,  Amototi,  Peleleleu,  and 
Angaur.  All  of  these  with  the  exception  of  Angaur  are 
encircled  by  a large  reef,  which  also  harbors  several 
hundred  smaller  islands.  The  whole  group  extends  about 
80  miles  in  a northeast  by  southwest  direction  and  is 
roughly  20  miles  across  in  its  widest  part. 

Babaulthaup,  the  northernmost  and  largest  is- 
land of  the  group,  is  about  23  miles  in  leigth  in  a north 
and  south  direction  and  about  14  miles  in  width.  On  the 
western  side  Mount  Ngaramlungui  rises  to  a height  of  1968 
feet  while  the  rest  of  the  island  is  more  or  less  flat  and 
broken  by  ridges  and  low  valleys.  The  soil  as  a whole  is 
of  a volcanic  iron  composition  with  reddish  clay  soil 
intermixed.  Except  in  the  shallow  valleys  and  a stretch 
of  land  on  the  eastern  side  very  little  bush  or  forest  is 
found.  The  island  for  the  most  part  is  barren  and  rocky. 

Korror  Island,  the  nest  to  the  southward,  is 
small  not  over  3 miles  long  by  a mile  wide.  On  its  eastern 
end  one  finds  a scattering  of  true  forest  and  isolated 
patches  of  swamp  and  secondary  bush.  This  island  is  im- 
portant because  of  the  city  and  Government  institutions 
located  there. 

Urukthapel  is  the  largest  and  longest  island 
south  of  Korror.  It  must  be  over  15  miles  in  length  if 


accidoellbO  l'jsJ.e-.. 

°V  ai  Hit  ‘/.Hz  iuci%  { obXb«I  ,mi&z  ; tsBls?  wffi 
- . ' fc  '.-a-:  0 r • s ■ . 'c  ..  ’ °±'.r  : i.::  . ' ■ 

, : , . . 

eiB  infirm  iO  noldf?9©x©  add  rid  ir  eseri'  lo  Xl£.  .iixb>  .> 
Xaievee  siodiBd  obIb  ffcidsr  , ieei  s&ibI  b ref  fceleiic.  ■: 
Jcoix.  si  aeX'c©  qw a ; • ©lodr  snx  .b&gbIeX  leXisa-;-  Let!  az£ 
ai  Ms  oJJoefii;  seem!  duos  \;d  daoerfltoa  a nl  eellm  O" 
. diaq  tesbix  ad  i si  bsoiob  B&XJtm  OS  rXf.-  c.- 
d eagic.;.  Ma  d uoniiedd  ioa ' -:+rii  , auBdd Ixiecf.6^ 
ndio-i.  a ni  dd  ants!  ni  sell:;:  3SS  deetfij  ai  .qxrplg  edd  la  ; m/ 
ex:  ' no  .dijbjw  ni  aelln  i-l  d..r ode  baa  tsjoidafnl!.  d dares  ot<?. 

• ‘-i  Oo  d ;v  is.  a 0,  ;,£»£.  'n  in: /a  Is  la  ,.  ' jx  n yXis  tr.  % * v .= 
fai£-  dali  &Bd±  no  &n ox  si  XaeXs 2 QdS  in  tfeui  ©ai  elirfj,  eft-,  'r 
ai  dXbiiw.B  SB  Xios  sax  .ev,eXXfiv  wo  I Jbflc  n&^bin  \ti  nejL  v 
Cioe  X3i'c  risiA&ei  rid  iw  aoidiaoqiee  r.oii  b liu? rXo v *.  Oo 
dot  and  a f svelfev  aoXIarie  eria  ns.  .iqeos  .iezi  i ;?n  •• 

si  d?:rior  io  . f-j;  i slddil  -isv  sxis  msdase  s.-id  no  'a  £ -c 
.led oot  i.rtB  lion;  a ei  tnm  dso.o  erir  tot  XaeXei  ©nl  . faeci 
ei  , i*r.  luos  er.i  oi  ,;eer  sad  , x -fit'/, 

aid'd  OB©  s3i  nO  * ©4.1  * ©IXxh  b %d  ;-.r,o  I aelln:  f i«vo  don  Lxan  s 
Xsdsfosi  £u:«  desioi  ton  o alseddaos  s a; ail  ©,.:o  : 

-«1  ' . .ffeiid  vifiXfooes  baa  osmm  io  aaxtnr. 

erioidedidaqi  diienaievoX  Xns  ^io  ©dd  io  ©euBoed  sibj-'C 

.©lead  JcssoC’C  z 

d,:i£.'ai  deetrx.oX  datj^isl  sad  ei  lorra-addaiU- 
11  fid^nsl  ai  ssXin  i£  levo  ed  tern?,  tl  .10110..  io  defer. a 


stretohecl  in  a straight  line  to  its  fullest  length.  Though 
in  width  it  is  not  more  than  a mile  across.  The  whole  is- 
land is  moderately  elevated  rooky  and  barren  but  covered  in 
patches  with  an  assortment  of  tropical  vegetation  including 
some  tall  trees.  Surrounding  this  island  are  numbers  of 
small  islets,  rounded  knobs  that  rise  boldly  out  of  the 
water. 

Amatoti.the  next  island  to  the  south,  is  small, 
rocky  and  wooded.  There  is  a small  area  of  low  flat  ground 
on  the  southeastern  side  of  this  island.  For  the  most  part, 
though,  it  is  mountainous  with  steep  sides. 

Peleleul,  a small  isla  d also,  lies  at  the  southern 
extremity  of  the  reef,  which  surrounds  the  group.  It  is 
low,  sandy  and  covered  with  a tangle  mass  of  vegetation. 

Angaur,  the  southernmost  island,  is  small  also. 

It  is  separate  from  the  rest  of  the  group  in  that  it  is 
not  joined  by  a reef.  Angaur  is  of  coral  formation  and 
contains  wealthy  phosphate  deposits.  This  is  the  only  is- 
land of  the  group  not  visited  by  the  expedition. 

The  natives  of  the  Pelew  Islands  are  Malay  in 
character  and  now  number  about  6000  all  told.  The  rapid 
influx  of  Japanese  in  recent  years  has  played  havoc  with 
them  through  intermarriage.  Formerly,  these  people  were 
good  agriculturalists  who  raised  an  abundance  of  provender 
to  meet  their  needs.  More  recently  most  o-p  them  have 
learned  to  depend  upon  the  imported  foods  for  their  sus- 
tenance. 

The  expedition  visited  all  of  the  large  islands 
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and  many  small  ones  in  the  course  of  a survey  from  October 
through  December  1931.  A creditable  collection  was  brought 
together  though  several  species  previously  recorded  were 
not  met  with  during  our  stay. 

Palau  natives  are  the  only  ones  in  these  islands 
who  resort  to  the  use  of  the  blow  gun  for  obtaining  fauna 
from  the  bush,  fhose  in  many  instances  were  of  considerable 


help  in  procuring  specimens.  Had 

the  expedition  been  pe 

mitted  to  visit  this  locality  15 

or  20  years  previously 

believe  much  better  results  might 

have  been  obtained. 

Birds  Collected  on 

Palau  Islands 

Name 

Native  Name 

Amoun' 

Puffinus  lherminieri 

Ho  hi  o 

61 

PhaSthon  lepturus 

Du  duk' 

7 

Sula  leucogaster 

9 

1 

Phalacrocorax 

Du  roy  ok 

7 

Butorides  striatus 

0 lo  te  ackl' 

2 

Demilgretta  sacra 

Se  re  o mul 

5 

Nyc  t i c o rax 

Snsm  mo  lo  baup 

12 

Ixobrychus  sinensis 

0 lo  te  ackl 

11 

Anas  superciliosa 

Ah  da  barr' 

3 

Mareca  penelope 

Ah  da  b arr  ' 

1 

Megapodius  senex 

nh  bak  ai  ' 

10 

Hypotaenidia  philippensis 

Ah  da  reeth  ' 

19 

Porzana  cinerea 

Ah  snoro 

15 

Porphyrio  albus 

Ah  wik 

4 

Numenius 

Oh  gahk 

2 

Limosa  lanponica 

Huluk  ul  gu  ' 

2 
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Pluvialis  fuse  us 
Arenaria  interpres 
Heteractitis  incanua 
Calidris  acuminata 
Actitis  hypoleucos 
Tringa  glareola 
Gharadrinus  mongolus 
Sterna  sumatrana 
Sterna  anaetheta 
Ghlidonias  leucoptera 
Anotis  stolid  us 
Anods  mi nut us 
Gygia  alba 

Ptilinopus  pelewensis 
Dueula  oceanic  a 
Gallic olumba  canifrona 
Guculus  op  tat  us 
Otua  podarginus 
Gaprimulgus  phalaena 
Collocalia  fuciphaga 
Halcyon  chloris  teraokai 
Halcyon  cinaamonia 
Hirundo  rustica 
Edolisoma  tenuiroatre 
Psamathia  annae 
Musoioapa  griseiaticta 
Myiagra  erythrops 
Rhipidura  lepida 


Da  ra  reek  7 

" 3 

" 4 

" 5 

Bongo  bi  mukul  2 

" 1 

" 2 


Gre  geeris  4 

? 7 

? 6 

A ba  dau  2 

Ah  riss  2 

So  £0  aok  1 

Ah  biep  6 

Bo  lo  kul  9 

0 mukl  mukl  1 

Ar  amu  dringus  4 

Kho  shuk  10 

Ha  bak  kop  6 

Ho  bu  su  16 

Tan  a dik  29 

Re  a mag  ak  10 

Nar  mel  hon  gus  1 

Q,ue  ru  du  ru  kum  ol  13 
Aul  13 

•?  1 

Si  si  bar  sec  17 


Mai  im  da  lip  tep  9 


V 

5 

6 

Lay'1"1  'c  o^iod 

eiocseji  sir 
? 

3 T 

. 

' i-.t-i  r.\ 

Xa;  j . ■.  - 
q id  iu\ 

a;r!  ol  oc 

taint  i:£ur  6 

i*  eufixiTf)  jjiv&  iA 

L iiijrfa  iff:.. 

S qo>!  c bE 

a I s ud  o' 

92  llln  b dal 

OX  tJb  ^e;n  b eF 

£ sii-i  nod  jiera  isil 
rl  10  01  fj.5  xii  e.op 

51 

I ?• 

VI  oea  *xf?d  lc  i - . 


ar  oauiX  oileivrl 
Ban; letfi; i a lie 
auitfloni  & id  ix.js'ieJeq 
fidfiBi ffi ob  sjh. i.  I £b f: 
cf.-  aloe  ■;  : ::  iX 

filOSI B.Lf. 

aclo^uoai  eusaln.baiBBi 
Ba*i  is  ir.na  sareii 
Bu^dJ’asxir.  Brnejt. 
aaeik  oouol  sb  ir;oi  I d' 
sb ill oda  sX  . 
exidijaia  a.';or;X 

Bifid  3 if 
. : . • • . r x-  ■ x : u 

Boiruet  oo  Biiiv,. 
o . oi'i  i ; ■ t-  o f • o'  n -si  lo  l ill  ■ : 

GU  3 e.  3 q O OB  C 

asm x i*r s£ o q exi do 
b n s e £e  d q -a;  I c m i-r  t .. 
Bfsrfo i 00^  © ilsooll o 0 
ledfoBi©?  aiioldo  -:o  ••  f. 

Biro  • tio  noqoIsH 
soi:  : i ©j&r on i£ 
©Tdaoiitr  et  t;  ’ o 5.  Li  OX 
9Bm:S  Bl  ddBXB  '•• 
bJo ideis; iif  'Bf.jsoicci:- 

*37  '•  dqie  B'i;.-  ir.v: 

B.'ioBl  Birr  >irix 


>ie  ii  ai  ©Cl 

fT 

n 

t? 


9 qatf  fit  sf>  mi  I x-  L 


266 


Pitohui  tenebrosus 

Tu  tau 

19 

Artamus  leucorhynchus 

Mang  ah  lu  lu 

8 

Aplonis  opaca 

Ah  que  vit 

27 

Sturnia  violacea 

Aul 

3 

Myzomela  cardinalis 

Si  si  ban  yau 

26 

Zosterops  finschi 

Cha  tit  til  leal 

16 

Zosterops  conspicillata 

Ar  rum  ba  del 

20 

Megazosterops 

Ar  rum  ba  del 

9 

Plying  fox 

Au  lik 

6 

1.  Puf finus  lherminieri . This  speoies  is  common 
on  many  of  the  small  islands  of  the  Palau  group  where  they 
roost  and  breed.  I presume  that  this  is  the  congregating 
center  for  the  'Western  Carolines  as  the  natives  do  not  know 
of  them  roosting  or  breeding  at  Yap  or  the  smaller  outlying 
islands  near-by. 

When  among  the  small  islands  just  at  sunset  or  af- 
ter one  sees  and  hears  these  birds  returning  from  feeding  at 
sea.  In  coming,  they  are  usually  low  over  the  water  and  fly 
straight  to  their  burrows.  At  this  time  one  rarely,  if 
ever,  hears  them  utter  a sound. 

Later  in  the  evening,  let  us  say  between  seven  and 
eight  P.  M.,  young  males  come  out  of  their  burrows,  circle 
overhead  alone,  in  pairs,  trios  or  more  screaming  and  crying 
all  of  the  time  they  are  in  the  air.  I say  young  males,  as 
all  of  those  shot  from  a canoe  during  this  performance  were 
of  the  male  gender.  I am  supposing  that  these  air  gymnas- 
tics are  performed  to  attract  some  recognition  from  the  fe- 
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males.  After  a little  more  than  an  hour  of  flying  and 
screaming  all  birds  retire  to  their  burrows. 

In  the  morning,  about  an  hour  before  dawn,  young 
males  again  come  out  of  their  holes  and  begin  again  their 
antics  overhead,  performing  all  sorts  of  gyrations  and 
screaming  all  the  while. 

By  their  voices  one  is  attracted  to  the  area  of 
the  performers.  There  one  can  hide  in  the  shadow  of  a cliff 
or  high  point  of  land,  out  of  the  moonlight  or  light  of  ap- 
proaching dawn  and  when  those  overhead  circle  close  enough 
perhaps  bag  a few  of  them. 

Later  on  the  natives  taught  me  to  seek  among  the 
coral  rocks  for  cavities  and  crevices  that  might  hold  the 
burrow  or  nest  of  this  species.  On  these  small  islands  with 
their  broken  coral  surface  , which  abound  in  crevices  and 
holes  one  learns  to  watch  for  stray  feathers  or  listen  for 
the  weak  cry  of  the  juvenile  hidden  away  inside,  to  lead 
them  to  a nest.  Oftentimes  one  finds  a large  coconut  crab 
in  the  same  burrow  with  a bird. 

Where  there  is  anegg  one  finds  either  the  male  or 
the  female  on  the  nest,  for  both  assist  with  the  incubation. 
But  if  a juvenile  (always  a single  bird  or  one  egg)  were 
found  in  the  nest,  neither  adult  bird  was  present.  The 
older  ones  do  not  remain  with  the  young  during  the  daytime, 
nor  do  they  return  during  daylight  hours  with  food  for 
their  offspring. 

Natives  inform  me  that  this  species  nests  spas- 
modically at  all  times  of  the  year.  I can  believe  this  as 


• *’  V'  "•  n mod  .:e  iSEd?  ;iojb  ef&3i£:  a tejiA  . ..u£.: 

.a*Ottud  tied:1  oi  etifet  & 2-1  id-  ££e  yMimeia-: 

■ ■ 

i.  aslori  t is 

, 

a £ if;  ••  3 c .1  ■ • ;■  • r\  . :■  •£-; 

o eere  erf } o3  Xc3oBt33B  :.  j oao  ooio?  x :e;  ;i  v 
Wrxlo  .e  lo  WoJbBtfe  erf3  iii  edict  oeo  eao  ere d'X  . . . 

~ t1-'-  to  j ail  to  tfrdilf roc bj  e ? 3-.  o , .one  £ ';c  3aio  . ■ l. 

ei-^aoao  oaoXo  etlotio  dserirevo  eeorii  nsds  ti.'&  avBb  yaldca-r 

.fled?  xo  7a’ © r?  b ^fid  eq<  dr 

-c?  - o;;x  :ie*8  oi  en.jfj-.yj/?.  esviifli;  e 3 ao  re3jetl 

er af  i if/Vixii  tfarfcr  caoivero  - . a ©eiJivs©  roi  -foot  a.  r-  r 
B-Jivs’  . 3laj  XlBraa  sserir  .0  .aeioecr-i  ein'3  i.o  3se:i  to  ?/o#:  ao -J 
; - : : . cafv:  , - •.  ax  dr-,-;  e ; ...  -.  ra  J 

xot  ulsll  io  ererijaai  ^Biia  tor  do  Jaw  oAc  afttBpi  aao  rcio. 

•••  •'•  o;:  , r r.a  -'x  aej  d 1:  wut  &ri  'io  -.  c ;xox  c 

' ' ' ' ' a- 

• ‘ - - 31- tv  wotrear:  « >x-  . xr-  ; : 

to  s It*  X 9rij  *red  J i&  a ban  si.o  cherts  ei  e-edtf  eieds: 

:'"ow  (sse  enc  to  Xr  id  Sinaia  b axfwLa ) allaeva^  & Y1  j;  a 

y r 

■ " ■ ■ ■ . 

I 

to'.;  boot  dti  x etudei  id^iX^Bi)  gaitirl''  tixa? f.t  xsdi  oc  xo.i 

. . x 3 t . 


- 'a*  ’ : t 3323)1  3 3 i ©e  X -3  & j rf  j J a-d.  3 £J  XtO  ini  .3  V j ■•: 


8.:  V ' — s i led  ra  , 7 


.~&i  • eu3  io?  fieri: 


s 3 s 


268 


I found  newly  laid  eggs  during  the  months  of  October,  No- 
vember and  December,  and  was  told  that  eggs  and  juveniles 
oan  be  found  in  the  burrows  at  all  times.  No  one  had  any 
idea  whether  pairs  raised  more  than  one  brood  each  year. 

In  the  olden  days,  when  a native  chieftain  died, 
the  commoners  of  the  clan  gathered  together  hundreds  of 
these  birds  which  were  consumed  at  the  funeral  ceremony. 
Apparently,  though,  this  species  is  held  in  reverence  and 
not  eaten  except  on  stipulated  occasions  as  related  above. 

At  the  ceremonial  time  when  specimens  are  to  be 
taken  natives  would  make  torches  of  the  long  dried  coconut 
fronds,  set  those  afire  and  circle  around  the  small  islands 
in  their  canoes,  with  the  burning  torch  held  close  to  the 
rocks,  as  a frightened  bird  came  stumbling  awkwardly  out 
of  his  burrow,  that  individual  was  knocked  down  with  a club 
and  captured.  After  I had  been  in  this  group  two  months, 
several  demonstrations  of  this  kind  were  arranged  for  my 
benefit  and  proved  to  be  quite  practicable. 

Many  times  I have  wondered  why  my  stupid  mind 
didn't  conjure  up  some  similar  method  when  we  were  strug- 
gling so  diligently  for  specimens  on  Kusaie;  More  striking 
i3  the  hesitancy  on  the  part  of  natives  to  impart  informa- 
tion of  this  kind.  Probably  they  are  reluctant  because 
this  species  is  mixed  up  in  their  culture. 

Petrels  are  very  awkfcard  when  climbing  out  of 
their  burrows  and  into  the  air.  I have  seen  them,  when 
coming  out  of  their  burrows  on  the  sides  of  cliffs,  become 
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entangled  in  vines  and  bushes,  hanging  sometimes  head  first 
by  their  feet  or  a wing  until  they  flopped  loose  and  fell 
into  the  water  below.  Upon  coming  to  the  surface  this  one 
would  gaze  about  in  a very  indifferent  manner  before  strug- 
gling into  the  air.  Individuals, once  in  the  water  use  their 
feet,  wings  and  voices  to  get  themselves  into  the  air.  Off 
the  surface,  I have  watched  them  fly  in  a straight  line  un- 
til they  have  reached  an  altitude  of  about  50  feet,  when 
they  begin  to  circle  up  and  up  to  a height  of  about  200 
feet  before  heading  out  to  the  open  ocean.  I am  convinced 
that  individuals  are  temporarily  blinded  by  the  light  when 
emerging  from  their  roosts  and  are  thus  far  more  awkward 
than  they  would  be  otherwise. 

This  species  seems  to  cling  pretty  well  to  es- 
tablished customs  or  habits  in  that  they  hold  to  a fixed 
route  when  traveling  to  and  fran  the  open  ocean  and  roosting 
sites.  During  my  early  morning  sojourns  I learned  that  if 
I waited  in  a certain  area  or  place  I would  always  obtain 
specimens,  but  if  I stationed  myself  at  others  no  birds 
would  appear.  Although  the  great  majority  of  individuals 
put  to  sea  before  sun-up  there  are  always  stragglers  or 
late  sleepers  who  come  along  up  to  8 A.M.  Most  of  my  speci- 
mens though  were  taken  between  5 and  6 in  the  morning. 

During  rainy  weather,  this  species  never  utters 
a sound  and  is  most  difficult  to  obtain  from  the  air.  In 
burrows  though  this  statement  does  not  hold  true. 

Fish  and  marine  forms  constitute  the  whole  diet 
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2.  Phaethon  lepturus.  Only  moderately  common 
in  the  Palau  Group.  Unlike  other  islands  of  the  Carolines 
this  bird  does  not  venture  into  the  interior,  but  remains 
among  the  small  outlying  islands.  Natives  are  very  fond 

of  eating  this  species.  They  also  use  the  long  tail  feathers 
for  decorations. 

V/itta  the  advent  of  numbers  of  Japanese  fishing 
crafts  about  the  group  and  the  corresponding  scarcity  of 
fish,  natives  will,  more  and  more,  resort,  to  the  flesh  of 
birds  as  food.  This  species,  I am  sure,  will  suffer  ma- 
terially. 

3.  Sula  leucogaster.  This  species  is  reported 
to  nest  at  Kiangat,  a small  island  north  of  Babaulthaup. 

I noticed  also  that  a number  were  flying  about  the  vicinity 
of  Helen's  Reef,  i^uite  likely  they  nest  on  this  latter  is- 
land also.  One  does  not  observe  any  but  stragglers  in  the 
Palau  Iroup  proper.  The  specimen  taken  was  captured  during 
a gale  of  wind  and  was  found  to  be  in  an  exhausted  condi- 
tion. 

4.  Phalacrocorax:.  A small  colony  of  this  spe- 
cies is  reported  to  nest  at  the  fresh-water  lake  in  the 
interior  of  Babaulthaup  Island.  During  the  time  of  the 
year  of  my  visit  they  were  found  swpming  and  diving  for 
fish,  at  low  tide,  along  the  outlying  reefs.  .7hile  engaged 
in  such  pursuits  they  had  all  the  appearances  of  our  Ameri- 
can -Vestern  Grebe. 

As  a rule  this  species  keeps  pretty  well  to 
themselves  and  both  feeds  and  rests  in  groups.  A single 
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specimen  is  rarely  met  with  even  at  sea. 

.Vhen  resting  one  finds  them  in  a dead  tree  on 
the  mainland,  or  an  isolated  patch  of  brush  on  a small  is- 
land. Their  diet  consists  entirely  of  fish. 

5.  Butorides  striatus.  I should  call  this  bird 
rare  on  Palau.  Two  of  the  three  specimens  seen  were  ob- 
tained. One  was  found  in  a taro  patch  and  the  other  in  a 
mangrove  swamp. 

Because  of  the  bird's  retiring  disposition  and  the 
possibility  that  it  might  feed  at  night,  it  is  more  than 
likely  that  there  are  more  birds  on  the  island  than  one 
would  suspect.  Natives  tell  me  though  that  they  rarely 
observe  individuals  and  when  they  do  they  are  secreted  in 
heavy  thickets. 

Possibly  this  species  is  a migrant  which  could 
account  for  its  limited  numbers. 

,Vhen  flushed  none  of  the  three  uttered  a call  of 
any  kind,  so  I cannot  describe  the  call.  Like  all  herons, 
the  Japanese  prize  this  species  for  its  food  value.  Pish 
and  prawns  are  the  bird's  diet. 

6.  Demi^ret t a sacra.  Both  the  light  and  the 
dark  phase  in  equal  numbers  are  found  to  be  quite  common 
along  the  reefs  and  mangrove  thickets  of  the  group.  I do 
not  recall  ever  seeing  them  on  the  small  islands.  At  one 
time  on  Xorror  Island,  I had  the  pleasure  of  witnessing 
one  standing  on  the  back  of  a cow. 

7.  Nyoticorax.  Moderately  common  all  over  the 


group,  where  one  might  stumble  upon  a specimen  resting 
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during  the  day  in  the  thick  foliage  of  a tree  or  tucked 
away  in  low  dense  thickets  or  mangrove. 

Aa  is  well  known,  this  species  is  actively  en- 
gaged in  feeding  at  night.  The  harsh  squawk-like  call  ut- 
tered when  on  the  wing  may  be  heard  at  all  hours  of  dark- 
ness. 

By  some  fluke  of  fate,  males  were  exceedingly 
difficult  to  obtain.  At  this  period  too,  the  species  was 
nesting.  One  might  surmise  that  the  male  of  the  species 
incubates  during  the  daytime  and  the  female  at  night  or 
perhaps  the  male  incubates  all  of  the  time,  I cannot  say. 

8.  Ixobryohus  sinensis.  Tolerably  common.  A 
bird  of  the  taro  patches  and  adjoining  small  shrubs  and 
low  bushes.  One  always  finds  it  alone  and  never  in  pairs 
or  more. 

I found  individual  specimens  to  be  indifferent 
to  intruders  and  not  easily  frightened.  During  the  heat 
of  the  day,  I have  more  than  once  encountered  an  indivi- 
dual standing  in  the  shade  of  a taro  leaf  quietly  viewing 
the  intruder  and  very  reluctant  about  moving.  Even  after 
tossing  pieces  of  earth  and  sticks  at  the  bird  to  encourage 
him  to  fly  so  that  I would  not  blow  him  to  pieces  when  I 
shot.  My  efforts  at  dislogement  have  been  rewarded  by 
harsh  scolding  squawks.  It  became  necessary  for  me  to 
move  into  proper  gun  range. 

In  flight  these  are  atrociously  awkward.  Once 
launched  into  the  air  their  course  is  erratic  and  their  legs 
bang  down  to  bump  into  anything  met  with.  Their  jerky. 
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slow,  labored  wing  beats  usually  end  abruptly  when  the 
bird  becomes  entangled  in  weeds  or  the  branches  of  trees. 
.Extracting  itself  from  his  predicament  he  is  soon  into 
another  and  invariably  resorts  to  scolding  and  blasphemy. 

This  species  is  a mollusk  eater  and  is  reported 
to  travel  to  the  mountains  in  the  center  of  the  island  e 
in  search  of  large  land  3nails.  Worms,  vegetable  matter 
and  other  forms  from  the  swamps  go  to  make  up  the  bird's 
diet. 

No  one  could  give  me  any  information  about  the 
nests  or  nesting  habits  of  this  species.  It  is  possible 
that  it  might  be  a migrant  from  other  areas  though  it  is 
reported  present  at  all  times  of  the  year. 

There  was  a great  deal  of  individual  variation 
in  the  color  of  the  plumage  as  well  as  the  soft  parts. 

Among  the  Palau  people,  this  species  is  con- 
sidered a bush  devil  because  of  the  harsh  rasping  cry 
which  it  utters  early  in  the  morning  before  daylight. 

9.  Anas  superciliosa.  This  species  was  found 
to  be  rare  on  Palau.  Natives  did  tell  me  though  that  in 
German  tires  numbers  of  these  birds  frequented  the  fresh- 
water lake  on  the  mainland  of  Babaulthaup  and  that  they 
nested  there  as  well.  We  found  a pair  of  these  birds  on 
the  lake  when  we  first  visited  that  body  of  water,  but  we 
could  never  succeed  in  obtaining  them. 

Those  obtained  were  taken  in  the  taro  patches 
just  at  daylight  as  the  birds  were  finishing  off  their 
night  time  feeding.  During  the  day  this  species  hides 
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away  and  is  never  encountered.  No  one  seems  to  know  where 
they  go. 

Individuals  undoubtedly  nest  on  the  island,  but 
I have  no  idea  where^as  natives  who  frequent  the  lake  seem 
to  feel  that  it  no  longer  uses  that  area  for  purposes  of 
this  kind.  It  is  possible  though  that  they  migrate  to 
some  other  island  to  nest. 

10.  Mareoa  oenel ope.  I saw  only  two  of  this 
species,  took  one  and  missed  the  other.  This  pair  were 
restricted  to  the  taro  fields.  Natives  insist  that  this 
species  also  nests  in  the  group,  but  I am  inclined  to 
doubt  them. 

11.  Megapodi us  senes.  I found  this  species  rare 
on  the  main  island  of  Babaulthaup  but  common  on  a few  of 
the  outlying  islands  just  north  of  Peleleul.  No  doubt,  in- 
dividuals do  fly  back  and  forth  between  the  islands  to 
feed  and  nest. 

On  the  small  islands  or  parts  of  those  covered 
with  thickets  one  finds  them  abundant.  The^are  everywhere 
scurrying  out  of  sight  when  intruded  upon.  But  as  one 
finds  no  fresh  water  and  few  mollusca  there  those  must  fly 
to  the  taro  catches  and  swamps  for  food.  Unfortunately, 
no  nesting  colonies  were  discovered. 

12.  Hypotaenidia  philicpensis . This  species 
may  be  classed  as  common  in  this  group  of  islands.  They 
are  to  be  found  in  the  taro  patches  and  swamp  lands  every- 
where where  those  are  present. 

One  runs  across  this  rail  at  all  times  of  the  day 
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walking  about  in  the  swamps  searching  -for  fool.  They  have 
a rather  shrill  call  by  which  one  becomes  aware  of  their 
presence.  They  do  though  run  away  at  the  slightest  dis- 
turbance, bur  rarely,  if  ever,  take  wing.  In  flight  I have 
observed  them  to  be  mediocre  performers. 

I found,  too,  that  the  best  way  to  take  them  was 
to  hide  at  the  edge  of  a taro  patch  and  wait  for  an  indivi- 
dual to  put  in  its  appearance.  Several  specimens  were 
taken  by  small  urchins  by  means  of  grass  snares  and  blow 
guns . 

Natives  report  that  the  bird  nests  in  the  taro 
patches,  but  no  nests  were  found  during  my  stay. 

The  food  of  this  bird  comprises  snails,  vege- 
table matter,  roots,  etc.  I learned  that  they  decomposed 
very  quickly  after  being  shot. 

13.  Porzana  c inerea.  V/e  found  this  small  rail 
to  be  restricted  almost  entirely  to  the  fresh-water  lake 
in  the  center  of  Babaulthaup.  .71  th  the  exception  of  one 
individual  found  in  a taro  swamp  near  Marakeok  all  of  the 
rest  of  the  collection  was  made  around  the  edge  of  the  lake. 

There  those  live  in  colonies  or  flocks,  are  very 
shy  and  hide  in  the  marshy  grass  at  the  edge  of  the  water, 
where  it  is  most  difficult  to  approach  either  by  canoe  or 
on  foot. 

The  natives  built  a raft  of  bamboos  which  they 
propelled  by  swimming,  with  myself  seated  in  the  middle. 

In  this  manner,  by  working  about  among  the  reeds  and  rushes 
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we  were  able  to  obtain  a series. 

I could  learn  nothing  about  the  nests  or  nesting 
habits  of  this  species.  Natives  reminded  me  that  they  had 
never  found  any. 

14.  Porphyrio  albus.  I should  call  this  bird  very 
rare  on  Palau.  The  four  examples  taken  were  the  only  ones 
observed.  Those  were  procured  just  at  daylight  in  the  taro 
swamps. 

The  very  shrill,  harsh  call,  repeated  several 
times,  is  heard,  at  times,  at  night  in  the  taro  swamps.  As 
elsewhere,  this  bird  probably  feeds  at  night  and  rests  in 
the  daytime.  Nothing  could  be  learned  about  the  nests  or 
nesting  habits. 

15.  Numenius.  There  is  a very  small  island  be- 
tween Korror  and  Babaulthaup  where  these  birds  congregate 
during  their  migrations.  It  is  the  only  place  in  the  grour 
where  these  birds  are  found  and  natives  tell  me  that  those 
come  to  the  same  locality  each  year.  Some  of  the  older 
people  seem  to  feel  that  the  bird  nests  on  Palau,  but  there 
is  no  record  of  one  of  them  having  been  found. 

16.  Limosa.  A few  were  observed  in  small  flocks 
along  the  reefs. 

17.  Pluvialis  fuscus.  Pound  along  the  sand 
beaches.  As  is  the  case  with  shore  birds,  practically  all 
natives  know  absolutely  nothing  about  them.  They  always 
have  a name  for  the  bird  and  insist  that  it  nests  somewhere 
near,  but  that  is  as  far  as  they  can  go. 


18.  Arenaria  interpres.  A few  small  flocks  were 
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found  along  the  outer  reefs. 

19.  Heteraotitus  ino anus.  Found  along  the  sandy 
beaches.  Usually  alone. 

20.  Calldris  acuminata.  Same  as  preceding  species. 

21.  Aotitia  hypoleucos . Along  the  beaches  in 
stamps,  edge  of  mangroves,  always  alone.  Not  a timid  bird 
by  any  means. 


22.  Tringa  glareola.  Same  as  the  preceding  spe- 


cies. 

23.  Oharadrius  mongolus.  Along  the  sandy  beaches, 
upland,  cleared  areas,  alone  or  in  flocks. 

24.  Sterna  sumatrana.  These  birds  nest  on  the 
small  islands  around  the  group.  Two  eggs  form  a clutch, 
according  to  information  I received.  There  is  no  reason 
why  I shouldn't  have  hunted  up  a nesting  oolony  except  that 
I was  hard  at  it  trying  to  bring  together  a representative 
series  of  all  species.  One  sees  this  bird  flying  alone  or 
in  flocks  along  the  reefs  and  around  the  harbors  of  the 
group. 

25.  Sterna  anaetheta.  A few  are  to  be  encoun- 
tered in  the  Palau  group.  These  birds  are  restricted  to 
the  small  islands  and  worst  of  all  go  well  out  to  sea  to 
feed,  returning  from  there  late  in  the  evening. 

I had  the  devil's  own  time  getting  these  speci- 
mens. As  a rule,  one  can't  get  within  a mile  of  them  with 
a boat  or  canoe.  It  was  only  by  resorting  to  Beck's  old 
method  of  throwing  a dead  specimen  into  the  air  that  these 


were  obtained. 
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26.  Ohlidonias  leucoptera.  Just  after  a heavy 
typhoon  had  passed  to  the  northward  of  the  group  and  during 
the  deluges  of  rains  that  followed,  a small  boy  found  14  of 
these  in  the  grounds  of  the  Japanese  Experimental  Station. 
The  birds  were  apparently  exhausted  and  the  lad  had  no  dif- 
ficulty in  killing  three  of  them  with  stones.  Two  of  those 
procured  he  ate  and  one  found  its  way  to  me.  Not  recog- 
nizing the  bird,  I asked  several  old  natives  about  its  sta- 
tus and  was  told  that  this  species  was  not  a resident  of 
this  group.  In  fact,  no  one  had  ever  seen  it  before. 

Early  the  next  morning  upon  going  to  the  Experi- 
mental Station,  I was  refused  Demission  to  hunt  there. 
However,  by  securing  the  services  of  a number  of  small  boys 
to  chase  the  birds  over  the  fence  I obtained  five  more  be- 
fore the  flook  flew  away. 

Apparently  these  birds  were  blown  to  the  island  by 
strong  winds  and  may  be  considered  migrants  or  stragglers 
in  this  group.  Natives  were  unable  to  give  me  a name  for 
the  species. 

27.  Anotis  stolidus.  In  this  area  the  large 
noddy  tern  was  found  scattered  about  the  small  islands  at 
the  southern  end  of  the  group.  At  no  time  did  I see  them 
over  the  large  island  of  Babaulthaup  or  acting  in  the  same 
manner  as  this  same  species  does  on  the  islands  of  the 
eastern  Carolines.  Though  these  birds  do  settle  and  nest 
in  the  high  trees  of  the  small  islets. 

Here  at  Palau  this  species  is  very  common  in  the 
areas  that  it  inhabits. 
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28.  Anofls  minutus.  Pound  as  always  on  tiny  iso- 
lated atolls  or  islets  which  abound  in  low  shrubs  and  are 
off  the  track:  of  visitors  either  native  or  white.  I should 
class  this  species  as  common  in  its  area.  None  were  nesting 
at  the  time  of  my  visit. 

29.  Gygis  alba.  A few  were  observed  on  all  of 
the  islands  of  the  group.  Though  I should  not  class  the 
bird  as  common  by  any  means.  Farther  to  the  south,  at 
Helen's  Heef,  I observed  a number  flying  about  the  reefs. 

30.  Ptillnopus  pelewensis . As  this  species  is 
eagerly  hunted  by  the  Japanese  who  sell  specimens  at  25  sen 
each  it  is  now  a rare  bird,  very  wary  and  most  difficult  to 
obtain. 

Infrequently,  one  hears  its  call  from  the  tops  of 
high  trees  where  it  feeds  on  berries  or  fruit.  I Imagine 
though  that  a few  will  always  be  found  on  the  more  isolated 
small  islands,  though,  strange  to  say,  one  rarely  meets 
with  them  off  the  large  island  of  Babaulthaup.  } ere  one 
does  not  find  them  in  flocks,  but  always  alone.  I presume 
they  nest  in  the  interior  of  the  large  island. 

31.  Duo ula  oceanica.  Very  scarce  and  wild  in 
this  group.  It  is  now  almost  wholly  restricted  to  the  small 
isolated  islands  where  one  encounters  individuals  or  ob- 
serves one  flying  from  one  island  to  another  in  search  of 
food.  I have  heard  them  calling  at  times,  but  not  with  the 
frequency  one  would  hope  for. 

Some  idea  of  the  number  of  these  birds  obtained 
by  Japanese  hunters  may  be  judged  by  a case  in  court  at 
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lalau  in  November  1931.  A Japanese  had  hired  a native  to 
work  for  him  as  a shoot  boy.  The  latter  produced  a record 
and  showed  where  he,  the  native,  had  shot  some  -1500  of  these 
birds  within  a ye  ar  and  had  received  no  pay  for  his  services, 
tfhen  one  considers  that  10  or  a dozen  Japanese  are  engaged 
in  such  pursuits  it  is  little  wonder  that  this  species  has 
practically  been  exterminated. 

32.  Gallic olumba  canif rons.  After  months  of 
diligent  searching  a native  brought  in  one  juvenile  example 
of  this  snecies,  which  he  obtained  with  a blow  gun  well 
back  in  the  interior  of  Babaulthaup. 

Native  Unaang  and  I covered  a number  of  areas  where 
this  species  had  been  reported  as  abundant  at  one  time 
though  we,  in  turn,  could  not  locate  a solitary  individual. 

There  is  no  apparent  reason  why  this  bird  has 
disappeared  unless  it  be  through  an  epidemic.  Possibly,  too , 

I was  not  fortunate  in  finding  its  present  habitat. 

Kubary’s  shoot  boy,  now  an  old  man,  was  brought 
some  15  miles  to  assure  me  that  formerly  Gallicolumba  was 
found  in  the  secondary  bush  in  abundance. 

Possibly  now  one  could  still  find  them  in  the  dense 
thickets  of  Peleleul  Island. 

33.  Quo  ulus  optatus . The  four  examples  taken 
have  all  of  the  appearances  of  juvenile  birds.  Natives 
recognize  this  species  as  a migrant  and  report  it  as  a resi- 
dent from  December  until  June. 

The  specimens  taken  were  observed  fluttering  over 
taro  fields  where  I am  told  they  spend  most  of  their  time. 


c$  b id  fo so  eeafEsq^I*  A *£S&£  teoir-aV'^I  fli 

6 iooe*i  b baonboia  • 

aaeccj  • : o OOfi"  ©mas  JorlB  X>sr  f ©video  srl*  , ed  eierir  'ok';'  -■ '■ 

♦aeoiviae  aid-  ioI  %sq  oa  h:.vl sostc  fjjsri  a Tfisj  ® nlritl-  a rid 
hQ-gs^ae  eiB  easEB^fit  nea-cL  b 10  01  derid  Bielussao  ©no  aei-i 
BBCf  SB  iO©0[8  SX£f0  jBfld  1 . • •".. - OA'  ©X d d IX  Bi  if  1 G j iB£H»Q  itOBS  ill 

..Be  deni an s 2 :«  fes  e d .^1  iso! -■ .. . */. 

• ...  • ’ 'V,. 

©inniBX©  eliiievBt  ©no  ni  friguond  ©vidtri  b gr,i  cjVibs*  MQfM-A 

: 


. ridlxJBdfiE  to  tcoiisdiii  and  di  '■'  cb  d 

ut.  vb  sc  ©it  to  10  dr.  an  1 i-9-svoo  1 5m  S'-satJ  ©v  iJb  : 

©,«  S e.:o  ?.e  dnB.cn.Ovb  Betfioqsi  need  Xsri  Elril 

iv  ibnl  Y.*tBdxIOB  b ed*oo.*  don  5 load  ,nind  nl  ,©:<■  ci  ;;  .' 

8fcd  Mid  Bifid  Y.riw  nomei  dneiBacfe  on  si  ©isof 

a©  d^noirid  so  di  aselno  X>©ib© 
m3&:  c‘3  dnote'Tci  etfi  xtl  ©danodiotr  dor:  cx»; 


■ . • « ■" 
sfiw  BcfisrlooxXlBt  , He  not  in  rid  ©01.910*8  3 o?  BSlici  61  0 

, ©one  bend*  xxx  riood  Hsimooss  ©rid  n 2 J.noot 

en©i>  ©rid  xtl  xnerfd  fin  it  Hide  Mb  00  ©no  won  \:lri i s 0" 

. O-IBlal  .O  • i. : ‘i  o r ; 0 rid 

' sj  r i - i-’s:  B *xuo‘d  £ ri‘i  . axj d b d q Q.  to xo on t » • 
aevidfe'  .abtid  el  in  eve L t©  eeoxLBiBe:- '••  ©rid  to  ' .0  even 


-2ye-  5,  or  di  sioqoi  >nn  dn3i$.ini  b as  ee  tosa  a airid  et 2n$o*ei 

. •: : uj  is  J.  . :.  - ..  . ‘ .r 

novo  gn i*i9ddoXt  fisviesdo  01  ©*r  fisrisd  auscs lot-qs  orft 


, . ; ■ f . 


dc  n bn  so  8 ’£®ri3 


JiOi 


©narir  ebXai' t 01 


281 


Those  four  taken  were  the  only  ones  observed. 

34.  Otus  podarginus.  Relatively  common  around 
human  habitations,  villages  and  particularly  the  city  of 
Korror.  One  hears  their  continuous  3 minute  call  at  all 
times  of  night,  as  the  bird  or  birds  perch  in  the  top  of 
some  tree  or  on  a dead  limb  somewhere. 

Most  of  those  taken  were  obtained  with  the  aid  of 
a flashlight,  which  when  directed  on  the  bird  illuminated 
its  eyes  and  made  a good  target.  Other  specimens  were  found 
sleeping  in  the  daytime  and  were  thus  acquired. 

At  night,  when  one  hears  an  individual  commence 
his  call,  theyean,if  dexterous  enough  to  escape  swamps  and 
pitfalls,  run  to  within  range  of  the  bird  before  turning  on 
the  light  and  often  be  rewarded  with  a shot. 

This  species  nests  in  holes  in  trees  and  raises 
a brood  of  two  I believe.  During  the  day  individuals  hide 
away  in  dense  foliage  in  the  tops  of  tall  trees  and  in  man- 
grove thickets  as  well.  As  they  live  in  or  near  villages 
mostly  to  be  close  to  the  rodents  that  infest  those  places, 
one  could  not  always  risk  shooting  all  specimens  observed. 

There  are  two  phases,  a light  and  a dark  one. 

In  former  times  the  owl  was  considered  a devil 
among  the  Palau  tribes. 

35.  Gaorimulgus  phalaena.  This  is  another  dif- 
ficult species  to  obtain  as  it  too  feeds  at  night  and  se- 
cretes itself  in  dense  thickets  and  mangroves  in  the  daytime. 

Just  after  dusk  one  can  observe  single  indivi- 
duals flying  low  over  cleared  areas,  around  young  coconut 
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trees  or  the  tops  of  mangrove  thickets  where  they  are  in 
pursuit  of  insects.  Sheir  flight  is  swift  and  strong ;when 
turning,  their  actions  are  rapid. 


— 


On  the  wing  individuals  utter  a karump  karump-like 
call  which  is  an  aid  to  the  hunter  if  he  be  close  enough  to 
catch  them  in  flight.  Otherwise  there  is  sometimes  a pos- 
sibility of  finding  a solitary  bird  perched  on  a dead  twig, 
uttering  his  hammer  beat-like  call. 

As  the  time  for  hunting  just  between  dusk  and  dark 
is  so  limited,  one  averages  about  one  individual  in  8 nights 
of  collecting. 

Twice  I mistook  Qaprimulgus  for  petrels  in  the 
early  morning  and  obtained  specimens  in  this  manner.  Two 
others  were  discovered  sleeping  side  by  each  in  a dense  man- 
grove thicket. 

Nothing  was  learned  about  the  nesting  habits,  but 
I presume  those  are  the  same  as  with  this  species  in  other 
localities . 

36.  Gollocali  a f uci  phaga.  A limited  number  of 
this  species  roost  and  nest  in  small  caves  among  the  small 
islands.  There  one  can  obtain  them  with  the  aid  of  a flash- 
light after  dark. 

On  the  main  island  of  Babaulthaup  I was  never  able 
to  find  their  roosting  site,  but  presume  that  they  must  have 
one  somewhere  in  that  locality.  I believe  this  snecies 
breeds  spasmodically  at  all  times  of  the  year. 

3®.  Halcyon  ohloris  teraokai . This  species  is 
very  common  in  status  and  very  noisy.  One  encounters  it 
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everywhere  near  the  seaooast.  It  is  quite  surprising  to 
find  this  one  restricted,  to  a fixed  area  and  not  all  over 
the  island  and  interior  as  one  would  find  it  elsewhere. 

In  this  case,  the  bird  lives  almost  entirely  on 
fish  and  frequents  the  reefs  and  tide  flats  at  all  hours 
during  low  tide.  It  is  indeed  an  unusual  sight  to  see  one 
or  more  perched  on  niggerhead  coral  boulders  out  beyond  the 
foreshore  where  they  await  for  small  fishes  to  put  in  their 
appearance. 

In  diving,  birds  will  react  as  terns  who  plunge 
into  the  water  head  first  and  entirely  submerge  at  times 
only  to  ri  3e  to  the  surf  ace , shake  themselves  violently  and 
fly  back  to  their  oerch. 

Cn  shore  they  assume  the  customary  habits  of  the 
race  and  frequent  open  s races,  dead  trees,  taro  swamps  and 
native  gardens.  They  are  quarrelsome,  indifferent  to  other 
birds  and  not  easily  disturbed. 

The  nest  is  reported  to  be  placed  in  holes  in 
dead  trees,  but  none  were  located  during  my  stay. 

38.  Halcyon  ci nnamonia.  A bird  of  the  interior, 
forest  and  secondary  bush.  One  never  sees  him  on  the  coast 
or  along  the  beaches.  I found  him  shy  and  very  quiet,  na- 
tives tell  me  that  he  has  a very  weak  call  though  I never 
heard  it. 

One  never  observes  this  species  perched  on  a dead 
limb  or  an  exposed  place,  but  always  in  and  among  foliage, 
where  he  searches  for  ants,  grubs,  beetles,  etc.,  that  go 
to  make  up  his  diet. 
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I should  class  the  bird  as  rare.  Avery  specimen 
observed  was  collected. 

The  natives,  even  to  this  day,  reverence  the  bird 
as  a god  of  the  hush. 

39.  Hirundo  rustica.  'The  native  name,  "Nar  mel 
hon  gus"is  interpreted  as  theHbird  of  the  east  wind,"  and  is 
recognized  by  the  locals  as  a migrant. 

Two  specimens  were  observed  every  day,  flying  up 
and  down  the  main  street  of  Korror  Island  where  I couldn't 
get  an  opportunity  to  shoot  them.  Finally  a small  boy  hit 
one  with  a stone  and  brought  this  specimen  to  me. 

40.  j]dolisoma  tenuirostre.  A bird  of  the  thickets 
and  true  bush  of  the  main  island.  It  is  to  be  found  in 
small  flocks,  is  timid  and  retiring  and  has  a very  weak 
voice.  Very  little  is  known  about  this  soecies. 

41.  Psamathia  annae.  Fairly  common  everywhere  in 
the  secondary  scrub  and  grasslands  which  it  inhabits.  This 
species  is  one  of  those  found  in  abundance  on  the  small  is- 
lands of  the  group.  I found  it  to  be  rather  tame  in  dispo- 
sition and  often  observed  individuals  working  around  in  bushes 
quite  close  to  human  habitations. 

In  searching  for  food  these  are  as  often  on  the 
ground  scratching  through  the  leaves  and  vegetation  for  seeds 
as  on  the  low  bushes  and  shrubs. 

The  call  of  the  bird,  a shrill  whistle,  usually 
breaks  off  into  a rather  beautiful  song. 

The  nest  is  a small  cup-shaped  affair  made  of 
grasses  and  hidden  in  low  bushes.  I believe  3 and  4 eggs 


— 


. 


. .D ; ; j o 9 1 1 O b 3 £ i X7 1 £ S d 0 

. 

, ,'c,  d edit  r 

I©  T:  , • XT  -:V  d,  . 91  . 1 0.  HSS  *C  1 .Q' 


el  x-  ■ : x ■ ■'  ri  6"  tniZ  e.i  x l-'u  , . on:  ai 

■ 

xj  xiiv.x;  , v.  . vs  ix  XT^d  ■ e~  ox  ...t  loan  a a 
i ’ x5.f*aqo  I si©  > s xiBl-.e!  loiicd  1o  deeiis  nl£;x  BJJ,  n^oia  ; 
did  X - i 0:  a b v,I.  .>  . xd  u oo  ns  x"  .0  .a.  xo  \x  x - 

. e : c?  no  xxoe  a airfd  ddgtf  oic  5ub  x o;u  x'rxjx  e.  o 
: . ?x  pi  bo  ; n:f  ' r,iid  i . e ieoiijuned  jbxoM.  . 

fll  ■‘'•d  '8o  oj  e . ..  xx:t'i  .,ia:.  a.  3 xj  xcx  , ei: a : bxx 

' 

. x.  ex  :;<  a J id  JnocfB  'xd  b!  elddil  wx  . 

Hi  81«dW',:l£V6  nOfilDIOO  \It1b'-!  .OB.W  BirfSeXBbx  .!& 

|;  8i.cS  .eoicfenYxc  .+  2 rfojriw  Bf-osIsisBi*  J&nr  daioa  v;ir /noses  exi'i 
-el  I 02  rs  8 rid  no  epnB^iufrffl  ni  Jwa/o'5  ssoci  do  ©go  Jj  eoioeqe 

I-onRi/j  n.c  e:OB d loddei  ocf  o3  Ji  Ihigo^  I .xi/oir  ©rid  |Sp  ai  ib£ 
;e«riaed  ni  feiitfgij?  -xidncx  ? D i ^x.xxi  iovxxda  nedSo  6 #£  ...  • . 

.srroi  r tided  .a.  xri  od  e to  o < •;  i >; 
end  go  noJ'tc  ex  sib  eeeiii  bo.o^:  io5*  gnldoisee  xcl 

8.069a  ic'd  noidfidegav  cxib  saves!  add  rfgopidd  en idodx-css  &it*oi£ 

■ 

. r.  cl:;  *x  - : a an  ae  3 d xa  £ Sdd  rx.  sx 
%£■£&# 6#  ,9£3sl  iiv  Illirie  , 

. .XX-  3 [ ‘i-  x » " XX  J.r;  3.  .:  xdxi  j;.':  v-;J 

to  ex  ex  1 ix^i.8  £sqB;;8-x0o  .ClBxe  s ei  iEex.  eriX 


o : X i‘  iX6  ; 9 vs  lie:  .8  9.  •.  d 't).L  ni  a • b • . x-xj8,- 


285 


constitute  a clutch. 

42.  Musoloapa  griseisticta.  I am  unable  to  give 
any  information  about  this  migrant  except  that  it  was  taken 
in  secondary  bush  in  company  with  Myiagra. 

43.  Myiagra  erythrops.  Fairly  common  but  far 
more  plentiful  on  the  small  islands,  strange  to  say.  One 
would  expect  to  find  this  species  near  habitations,  in  gar- 
dens and  the  like,  but,  in  this  group,  this  soecies  keeps 
well  to  itself. 

In  their  own  habitation  I found  them  quite  tame 
and  easily  attracted  by  a call.  If  one  were  to  sit  quietly 
in  the  area  he  could  observe  them  flitting  around  close  to 
the  ground  ohasing  bugs  and  at  other  times  perched  near  at 
hand  on  the  branch  of  a tree  as  though  they  enjoyed  com- 
panionship. 

44.  Pitohui  tenebrosus.  Moderately  common  on 
the  outlying  islands  but  rarely  seen  on  the  mainland.  I 
don't  understand  why  I found  so  many  of  the  smaller  species 
on  the  outlying  islands,  possibly  the  question  of  food 
takes  them  out  there  at  the  time  of  year  that  I visited  the 
group. 

This  bird  is  called  "Tu  tau"  meaning  the  "morning 
bird,"  because  his  sweet  little  carol  heralds  the  approach 
of  day.  He  never  sings  during  the  heat  of  the  day  and  in 
the  evening  if  one  is  close  enough  he  can  hear  it  crooning 
itself  to  sleep, --more  like  our  American  Brown  Thrasher, 
which  holds  a quiet  little  song  festival  with  itself  just  at 
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dark.  The  bird  lives  almost  entirely  on  the  ground  and  oc- 
casionally in  very  low  bushes.  It  is  usually  found  scratch* 
ing  around  among  the  dead  leaves  for  mollusca,  worms,  seeds, 
etc.  This  one  is  one  of  the  few  real  song  birds  in  the 
tropics  it  has  been  my  pleasure  to  hear. 

45.  Rhipidura  lepida.  A bird  which  is  restricted 
to  the  true  forest  and  heavy  bush.  Very  infrequently  ob- 
served on  the  small  islands.  I should  class  it  as  rare  in 
this  group.  Very  little  is  known  about  it. 

46.  Artamus  leucorhynchus . The  native  name 
"Mang  ah  lu  lu”  is  interpreted  as  "the  bird  which  eats  ty- 
phoons,” because  he  apoears  when  the  wind  is  the  strongest. 
Looal  residents  know  very  little  about  the  bird  and  have 
never  found  its  nest  apparently.  None  of  them  seem  to  know 
where  it  comes  from  nor  where  it  goes. 

One  finds  an  occasional  individual  sitting  in  the 
top  of  a tree  on  a dead  branch  or  even  displaying  in  the 
air.  At  the  same  time  one  could  not  call  them  co;  mon  though. 
Umang , my  hunter,  took  every  specimen  he  saw. 

47.  Aplonis  onaoa.  Very  common  everywhere  on  the 
main  island  of  Babaulthaup  and  on  Korror.  One  even  finds 
them  in  the  city  and  in  native  villages.  Its  status  is  rare 
on  the  small  islands  though,  like  the  same  soecies  on  other 
islands,  this  one  is  noisy,  quarrelsome,  always  in  flocks, 
wandering  about,  stealing  pau  paus  berries,  anything  that 
looks  like  something  possible  edible. 

The  natives  and  the  Japanese,  as  well,  are  very 
fond  of  the  bodies  of  these  birds  which  they  consume  in  great 
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numbers,  though  at  present  there  seems  to  be  no  diminution 
of  numbers. 

48.  Sturnia  vi  olacea.  Two  specimens  of  this  mi- 

grant were  brought  to  me  by  small  boys  who  obtained  them  with 
blow  guns.  I know  nothing  about  the  bird,  having  never  seen 
it  alive  though  natives  tell  me  that  the  'Germans  spent  a 
great  deal  of  time  looking  for  the  nest  of  this  species, 
which  was  never  found.  j 

49.  Myzomela.  Quite  common  around  snail  trees 
that  are  flowering,  native  enclosures  and  coconut  palms. 

I did  not  observe  them  in  the  interior  of  Babaulthaup  nor 
on  the  small  islands.  Here  as  elsewhere  they  begin  breeding 
before  losing  the  yellow  color  at  the  corners  of  the  mouth 
and  before  acquiring  fully  adult  plumage.  I had  difficulty  3 
finding  adults,  more  especi  ally  adult  females.  In  Palau  } 
those  encountered  were  tame,  not  easily  frightened  by  the 
report  of  a gun  and  always  in  flocks.  No  nests  were  found. 

50.  Zostero ns  f inschi . As  on  other  islands  quite 
common,  always  in  flocks  and  very  noisy.  One  encounters 
them  in  secondary  bush,  grassland,  and  the  low  bush  of  the 
small  islands,  though  not  so  plentiful  out  in  these  last- 
named  places. 

51.  Zosterops  conspioi lata.  This  soecies  is  not 
so  common  in  this  group.  Those  taken  were  found  in  the  tons 
of  high  trees  in  all  parts  of  the  group,  and  in  pairs 
nearly  always.  If  a number  are  feeding  in  a tree  and  are 
shot  into  they  will  not  return  to  the  same  feeding  station 
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again  that  day.  Bven  while  thus  engaged  they  are  nervous 
and  active  always. 

I believe  they  are  most  numerous  on  the  island  of 

Pelele ul. 

5 2.  Megazosterops . This  speoies  is,  apparently, 
restricted  to  the  small  island  of  Peleleul,  where  its  status 
would  probably  be  termed  as  common.  Unfortunately,  I had 
only  a few  hours  there  and  took  all  of  my  specimens  from 
one  flock  that  was  feeding  in  the  tops  of  low  trees  and 
brambles.  ,Yhen  feeding  and  on  the  wing  these  birds  have  a 
sweet  little  sibilation  similar  to  Rhampozosterops  of  the 
mountains  of  Ponape.  My  experience  with  both  is  that  they 
are  nectar  eaters  that  frequent  the  flowering  trees. 

A.  Plying  fox.  Pound  in  the  mangrove  swamns, 
especially  near  Imaliek  on  Babaulthaup.  At  dawn  they  re- 
tire to  the  mountains  to  rest  and  sleep  and  return  to  the 
coast  to  feed  at  dusk.  One  hears  them  squeaking  and  quar- 
reling all  night  long. 

Birds  known  to  occur,  but  not  taken: 

Besides  a rather  representative  series  of  birds 
acquired  in  the  group  there  are  a number  of  others  known 
from  the  Palau  Island.  Some  of  these  were  observed  during 
my  stay  while  others  were  merely  reported. 

I might  add  that  it  would  be  impossible,  either 
with  or  without  a schooner,  to  make  a thorough  survey  of 
the  whole  group  in  less  than  six  months,  and  that  time 
barring  all  governmental  red  tape  that  occurs  under  the 
present  regime. 
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The  following,  I believe,  completes  the  list  of 
known  birds  : 

1.  Gallus.  The  bush  fowl  is  reported  to  be  a 
resident  of  the  group, but  those  observed  were  so  badly  inter- 
bred with  domestic  strains  that  I didn't  think  it  worth  while 
to  save  any  of  them. 

Native  name:  Mai  pur  e um'l 

2.  Hrythruva.  The  natives  of  Peleleul  were  the 
only  ones  to  recognize  my  rough  drawing  of  this  bird  and 
assured  me  that  the  finch  did  inhabit  their  island.  A num- 
ber of  them  volunteered  their  assistance,  but  as  I have 
stated  previously,  the  island  is  new  a mass  of  brambles  and 
brushwood  which  makes  progress  an  impossibility.  No  speci- 
mens were  located  during  my  brief  stay  there.  The  natives 
have  no  name  for  this  bird  either. 

3.  Hawk.  Hawks  were  observed  on  three  different 
occasions  and  at  one  time  close  enough  to  notice  the  barred 
markings  on  the  breast  and  belly.  Very  similar  in  flight 
and  color  to  the  .American  broad-winged  hawk.  Natives  spent 
days  trying  to  locate  the  roosting  site  or  resting  place 

of  this  bird  but  without  success. 

Native  name:  Zho  shuk  ru  bwo  kul,  meaning  ’’the 
owl  of  the  bush." 

4.  Osprey.  Native  name:  Ote  a gal  at'.  One 
specimen  was  observed  once,  but  I was  unable  to  obtain  it. 

5.  Gallinago . This  snipe  was  found  inside  the 
Japanese  Botanical  gardens  where  I was  not  permitted  to  do 
any  collecting.  No  Palau  name. 
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6.  Caloenas . The  nicobar  pigeon  was  observed  twice 
in  the  outlying  islands,  but  could  not  be  obtained.  This 
species  has  been  persecuted  terribly  by  hunters. 

Native  name:  Liep. 

7.  Sula.  One  of  the  white  gannets  is  reported 
from  Kiangat,  Sonsoral  and  Helen's  Reef. 

Native  name:  Ah  ku  u hi. 

8.  Fregata.  The  man-o'-war  bird  is  reported  as 
a stray  visitor  from  the  3mall  islands  near-by. 

Native  name:  Ka  than. 

9.  Kiangat  Diver.  There  is  a small  white-bellied 
grebe-like  bird  reported  at  Kiangat  and  at  Helen's  Reef.  No 
Palau  name. 

10.  Sterna  bergii . Native  name:  Butha  butha  ah 
kee*.  This  tern  was  observed  once  flying  among  the  small 
islands  and  is  reported  as  nesting  on  Helen's  Reef,  Sonsoral 
and  other  islands  near-by. 

11.  Rallina.f asciata.  The  older  natives  told  me 
that  before  the  Japanese  built  up  Korror,  this  rail  was 
quite  plentiful  on  that  island.  Since  that  time  only  a very 
few  have  been  heard  on  the  main  island  of  Babaulthaup  and  at 
the  extreme  eastern  end  of  Korror.  'Ye  ourselves  did  hear 
them  several  times  at  night,  but  were  never  afforded  a sight 
of  the  bird.  I and  natives  hunted  high  and  low  everywhere, 
offered  a good  reward,  had  natives  out  with  blow  guns  and 
dogs,  but  got  nothing  for  our  labors. 

Native  name:  U la  rat'tall. 
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Price  List  of  Commestibles , Caroline  Islands. 


As  a whole  the  prices  of  edibles  and  other  arti- 
cles in  the  stores  of  the  various  Caroline  Islands  are  quite 
reasonable.  Both  the  variety  and  quantity  of  goods  are 
limited.  One  usually  encounters  difficulties  obtaining  case 
lots  as  these  stores  are  all  small  and  all  cater  to  a 
limited  trade. 

Competition  is  keen  among  the  merchants.  They 
are  eager  to  compete  with  one  another  at  all  times.  We 
adapted  a policy  of  submitting  a list  of  necessities  to 
each  storekeeper  and  obtaining  his  quotation  on  the  lot. 

A considerable  saving  was  enacted  in  this  manner. 

With  native  foods  purchased  aboard  ship  and 
ashore,  as  well,  we  could  establish  no  fixed  prices.  All 
transactions  were  of  the  oriental  type  with  no  end  of 
haggling  accompanying  every  sale.  The  producer  as  a whole 
always  went  away  dissatisfied  with  his  bargain,  but  would 
return  again  at  a later  date  for  another  load  of  goods. 

The  Japanese  have  encouraged  no  native  markets, 
but  seem  to  prefer  to  go  to  the  native  villages  or  houses 
and  there  wrangle  over  their  purchases. 

The  following  list  will  give  a general  idea  of 
the  trend  of  nrices  in  this  mandate.  Prices  are  quoted 
in  American  dollars  at  normal  exchange. 


Onions,  60  lb.  c/s  $2.10 
Potatoes,  60  lb.  c/s  1.80 
Bacon,  per  pound  .40 
Ham,  smoke  cured  per  pound  .50 
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Sugar,  50  lb.  bag 
Rice , 100  lb.  bag 
Biscuits,  60  lb.  tin 
Salmon,  c/s  4 doz. -12  oz.  tins 
Tomato  sardines  ” ” n 

White  cherries  " " " 

God  fish  " " " 

Grab  meat  " ” n 

White  bait  " " " 

Beets  " " " 

Bamboo  shoots  " ” " 

Sardines,  8 doz.  tins 

Green  tea,  16  oz.  tin 

Tipton' s tea,  12  oz.  tin 

Japanese  cocoa,  c/s  2 doz. -12  oz.  tins 

Coffee  per  lb.  (imported) 


$6.00 

8.50 

4.25 

6.25 

7.20 

4.20 

4.25 

9.00 
13.20 
10.80 

4.80 

4.00 
.50 
.90 

7.20 

.17  1/2 


Cigarettes,  1 gross  packets  or  1440  3.00 

Mosquito  nets  2.00 

Napthaline,  per  pound  bulk  .10 

Flashlights,  3 cell  complete  1.25 

Japanese  sail  canvas  per  yard  .19 

1 3/4"manila  rope  (coil  of  80  lbs.)  19.75 

White  zinc  paint,  25  lb.  tin  4.50 


Japanese  flour  is  useless. 

Butter,  drippings,  lard,  vegetable  oils,  mustards. 


condiments,  fruits,  preserves,  etc.,  are  all  imported,  are 


very  difficult  to  obtain  and  very  expensive. 

Imported  tobacco  is  assessed  375  °/o. 

Arsenic,  alum,  cottong,  etc.  for  birds  of  bird 
skins  must  be  imported  at  least  from  Japan. 

All  medicines  should  be  imported. 
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